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The Bible teaches that “in a multitude of counselors there is safety” (Proverbs 24:6). Therefore, this book consulted many Church of God writings on courtship from ancient times to present. Such as a book originally published by the old Worldwide Church of God in 1969 titled “Modern Dating,” a series of articles in the 1987 editions of the “Good News” magazine, a 2003 article in Servant’s News, 21st century writings at COGwriter.com, and, most importantly, the Bible.
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1. Dating: A key to success in marriage
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Pretty much everybody wants to be happy. 

Even “loners” do not want to be lonely. 

If you ask a young single adult in the world what would make him or her happy, you’ll probably hear something like this: “I just want to be loved. I want to build a relationship with someone with whom I can share my life - someone who understands me and will love me.” 

Most people want a happy home life, with father, mother and well-behaved, happy children—a loving, close-knit, family. 

In most Western nations, and many non-Western ones, dating is the way single people use to spend time with potential marital partners. So, if people are going to date, they should date understanding God and His plan for them. 

The Bible teaches us that we are made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26). The human family was designed by God to picture God’s own spiritual Family (Ephesians 3:14-15; 5:31-32). But Satan the devil, the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4), hates God’s plan and purpose. He works to try to thwart and pervert what God intends. 

Satan has deliberately led people away from truth and into philosophies that lead to destruction. Among these is the idea that marriage is not necessary for sex, and that the gratification of sexual lust is something we owe ourselves. 

The world has its views on dating. Different cultures have differing norms for dating. But the world’s norms and standards are not always the same as God’s.

In these end times, the family is under attack from many sides. The institution of marriage itself is no longer cherished as the basis of family life nor even limited to a male and female husband and wife, with possibly children. 

Biblical admonitions, doctrines, and principles can help those who date (and those who wish to).

Too many have discovered they should not have married AFTER marriage — instead of before. They did not properly communicate enough before they were married. Dating properly can reduce the risk for divorce.

Marrying the wrong person can be one of the most difficult experiences on earth, to hear some describe it. Lack of preparation for marriage, lack of understanding the sobering responsibilities of marriage, coupled with marrying too young are leading causes of divorce, according to sociologists. 

Why This Book Was Written

With the apostasy that hit the old Worldwide Church of God in the late 20th century and the subsequent scattering of the brethren, Church of God Christians in the 21st century face the reality of being isolated in many parts of the world. 

This can be even more discouraging for the unmarried. Yet, despite concerns, the situation is not without hope.

Unmarried Christians are often facing the situation where there appear to be few, if any, other Christians to date, and possibly marry.

However, that does NOT mean that if you are single, you should lower standards and simply marry anyone, including any Christian, that is willing to marry you as that can result in disaster.

This book is intended to help those involved with the Church of God, as well as those who are not, to be better at dating for marriage. Thus, hopefully they can reduce their risk of divorce and increase their chances for a happy and successful marriage.

Dating, Marriage, and Divorce

In most cultures, some type of courtship/dating precedes marriage.

In most societies, people are allowed to choose whether or not to marry someone. This is not a new practice as we see this choice shown in biblical times (e.g. Numbers 36:6; Genesis 24:5-57).

Proper dating reduces the possibility of divorce.

Why? 

Because proper dating gives people an opportunity to learn whether or not they think they can get along with each other.

Divorce is commonplace in the 21st century. Divorce is court sanctioned. Plus divorce is politically, religiously and socially acceptable to the world, in most cases. But divorce isn’t happy.

Divorce is an admission of defeat. While there can be valid reasons (Matthew 5:32; 1 Corinthians 7:15), divorce is still a public statement of failure. 

Many think it is the “wrong partner” that supposedly causes divorce. The divorce rate proves something is seriously wrong in too many marriages. No one really marries “just to get a divorce,” in spite of the brave smiles through tears: the emancipated woman over 40 who bounces into her friends’ homes with the announcement of how “free” she feels after divorce does not reflect the reality for most. 

Like setting up a business or planning a career, marriage is a truly big step in life. It is NOT to be entered into very casually. 

Now when one flippantly says that everyone should have at least one divorce, don’t you believe it! 

Those saying so are just whistling in the dark — trying to justify, even to themselves, what was in reality an emotional and mental trauma — and probably an economic disaster, too. 

Divorce, including in places like the USA, most often severely hurts finances. And in time, at least one partner (usually the woman), will often end up in a much worse economic situation—as may any children the couple has.

This book speaks frankly about how to date and with whom. Should the female pay her own way? What about physical contact? What about racial cultural, religious, and age differences? 

Single people need to be told the truth about these questions, and a whole host of others. Dating is often preparation for marriage.

It is better to be safe than sorry.

Way of Give and Get

It’s been said that the first rule in dating is the first rule in all of life for a Christian, as Jesus stated: 


37 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. (Matthew 22:37-38, NKJV throughout unless otherwise specified)


You will not truly and properly love anyone if you do not love God first and most. And no one will truly love you if they do not properly love God more than they love you. 

Jesus also said:


39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." (Matthew 22:39-40)


So Christians are supposed to love. But you are NOT showing love to a date/neighbor if you compromise with God’s commandments.

Most people today do not date for the right reasons. They do not understand what God wants them to learn in life, including interactions with the opposite sex.

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).

The Bible simplifies life into two contrasting overall philosophies: God’s way of love (e.g. 1 John 4:8) and Satan’s way of selfishness (e.g. Genesis 3:1-6).

Or to put it another way, the way of give vs. the way of get. 

The way of get is totally self-oriented—it seems so right to so many, but does not end well (Proverbs 14:12). People caught in the “get way” always need more and more to satisfy their wants. 

Yet, the way of give—the way of real love—is the only true path to happiness and fulfillment. Giving is an outgoing concern that seeks to serve others rather than the self. Instead of being caught in the syndrome of ‘the more you get, the more you want,’ you find fulfillment in giving. 

But what does this have to do with dating? Quite a bit.

If you are dating to be seen, to be more popular, to get physical affection, or other selfish motivations, you are following the way of get.

The give way is the right way. And it is perfectly fine to be looking for a potential spouse when dating (cf. Proverbs 18:22), one you will be able share your life with.

When you are on a date, try to be nice. 

Also, in the context of God’s laws, strive to help the one you are dating have a pleasant time.
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2. The Art of Dating
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Why do you date? And what is a “date?” 

A date is, after all, a day marked off on a calendar. 

It could just as easily be called “meeting,” or “contracting,” or “calendaring” as dating, but social customs prevail. A date can be just two people or involve groups of people. Group activities give singles an opportunity to interact with people of the opposite sex and help them to better communicate with others.

Dating, itself, is normally considered to be when a single man and single woman intentionally spend time together for activities and/or to see if they can build a relationship together.

Dating should be a fresh, wholesome, constructive, and enjoyable activity that can also be intellectually stimulating and physically up-building. 

Dating is helpful for personality development. There is something to what psychologists tell us about the shy man and wallflower woman - both of whom have stunted personalities and lack personal charm. 

Conversation should be part of dates. But be careful about bragging and loud talking. 

The type of dating that DOES develop personality is the kind where many people can get together, play together, and talk together. 

Dating is also useful for having plain, down-to-earth fun. But not the kind of fun that ends up in a premarital pregnancy or marriage to the wrong person. It’s the kind of wholesome fun that is fun today, tomorrow, and forever. 

Let’s get a few hints on right dating. 

Date as many different people as possible -
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