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God declares in the word that He created His people to show forth His glory. This is done through their relationship with Him and actively demonstrated this through acts of worship and daily living. The Principles and Precepts Series was developed to examine the biblical history of humankind’s relationship and worship of God. 

It is through this series we endeavor to bring understanding to God’s ultimate purpose in worship and the Church’s responsibility to be reflections of acceptable worship and practice.

In this Series:

Religion has brought definition to man’s existence throughout the ages. Regardless of its belief system, almost every religion draws its inspiration from a belief in a supernatural force. Today’s major religions, namely Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Muslims), claim that God is the inspiration and source of their belief systems. However, this poses a major problem. 

How can three religions with, in some instances, radically different beliefs and expressions of worship be derived from the same God? In addition, within each of these religions there are varying levels of differences in theology and practice.

Since the earliest days of Christianity, there have been continual doctrinal battles concerning the faith. As time passed, theologians presented new theories and “revelations” concerning God and His word. Because of this, many are unsure of what to believe and of what is the proper way to worship God. In this book, we want to discuss reasons why there are numerous opposing doctrines emerging from those who are claiming to be members of the Body of Christ. 

The scriptures were given by the inspiration of God to help us understand Him and His ways. However, man’s interpretation of the scriptures and of the character of God has led to imbalanced and unscriptural teachings. Some individuals present God as an impersonal cosmic force. 

Though God is a supernatural being, He is more than a force. They substitute a personal relationship with God through Christ through their religious practice and understanding of scriptures, while teaching others to do the same. They try to serve God only through their knowledge and the quoting of scriptures and principles. However, when situations do not work according to these “principles," they become discouraged. They do not understand that God has a will. 

Others believe that God’s personality is like man’s and He has no requirements that man has to adhere to. This is because “He is loving and caring. He understands when we fail and fall. We only have to acknowledge His presence.” This extreme is unbalanced. God does have standards that we must live by when we come to Him.

The above extremes reveal to us that some people focus on the personality of God in establishing doctrine, while others focus on the principles of God. Because of varying doctrines, many have become frustrated in their attempt to serve God. 

When Christ came, the scriptures stated that the “Word Was Made Flesh.” This reveals to us that in Christ, the proper way to see God was presented in His life. His lifestyle became a demonstration of the law of God and of the character of God in the earth. When we understand how the principles of Christ and the personality of Christ operate together, we will grow in our understanding of His Word and His ways. 

In this series, we will reflect on the correlation between religion, relationship, and righteousness in Christianity.  In the second book, we will discuss the coming of Jesus Christ and its impact on man’s relationship with God. Book 2 of 3.
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Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. (Romans 5:14)

From the creation of the world until the time of Christ, man’s approach to God shifted frequently. Each shift in man’s approach and worship of God came with consequences. 

The Punishment

When man tried to rely solely on God’s personality while disregarding His principles (standards), the result was punishment. 

Adam’s fall and expulsion from Eden reflects this. From the time of Adam to Moses, death reigned upon those who sinned. 


Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. (Romans 5:14)


The Mosaic Law entered to set principles and guidelines in place for man to obey. If they were followed, they would be able to approach God in peace. 

The Paralysis

The principle-based worship of the Law distracted the adherents from the personality of God. Thus, they rejected the God who gave the Law. 

This resulted in spiritual paralysis. The Law stunted men from worshiping God in an intimate manner, void of faith. 


For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to \establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. (Romans 10:3)


They substituted ritual for relationship. The full manifestation of this type of worship came after Judah’s return from captivity until the time of John. 

The Progressive Reconciliation

The entrance of John’s ministry signified a reconciliation of principle-based and personality-based worship. John’s ministry marked progress in the approach and worship of God. 

It prepared the way for the One who would bring perfection to man’s worship of God.
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