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About this book

Welcome to Amsterdam Crime Stories – a series of English readers set in one of Europe's most beautiful cities. Each book tells a complete mystery story, written in clear and accessible English.

The Dead Guest is an A2 level reader. That means it is written for learners who already know basic English and want to improve their reading fluency and vocabulary. The sentences are not too long. The story moves forward quickly. New words are explained at the end of each chapter.

At the end of the book you will find a complete glossary with all key words translated into six languages: English, Dutch, German, French, Spanish and Portuguese.

The story takes place in Amsterdam. Some Dutch words appear naturally in the text – street names, places and food. These are part of the atmosphere of the city.

The characters

Jan van der Berg – 65 years old, retired detective. Lives in De Pijp, Amsterdam. Quiet, observant, never quite retired.

Lars Vermeer – 28 years old, police detective. Hard-working and ambitious. Respects Jan more than he admits.

Nora Bakker – 29 years old, forensic specialist. Precise and calm. Notices things others miss.

Mevrouw Riet de Groot – 70 years old, Jan's neighbour. Always has a theory. Usually wrong.

Meneer Arie Visser – 72 years old, Jan's neighbour. Reads every newspaper. Has an opinion about everything.

Chapter one: Hotel De Gouden Leeuw

Jan van der Berg does not usually visit hotels. He prefers his own kitchen table, his own coffee, and the view of the Oudeschans from his window in De Pijp.

But on this Tuesday morning, Lars calls before Jan has finished his first cup.

"A man is dead," says Lars. "Hotel De Gouden Leeuw, Keizersgracht. The hotel staff found him this morning. Room 14."

"Heart attack?" says Jan.

"The hotel doctor thinks so. But Nora is there. She is not sure."

The Hotel De Gouden Leeuw is a small, expensive hotel on one of the finest canals in Amsterdam. Old furniture, heavy curtains, the smell of wood polish. The kind of hotel where nothing bad is supposed to happen.

The dead man is lying in bed. He looks peaceful – too peaceful, Nora says. His name, according to the hotel register, is Bernard Hooft, 58 years old, from Rotterdam.

"He checked in yesterday afternoon," says Lars. "Alone. Paid cash. Asked not to be disturbed."

Jan looks at the room. The bed is made on one side only. The suitcase is still closed. A cup of coffee stands on the bedside table, almost untouched.

"He did not sleep here," says Jan.

"How do you know?" asks Lars.

"The suitcase. A man who sleeps in a hotel unpacks something. A razor. A book. His phone charger. This suitcase was never opened."

Nora looks up from the body. "He arrived. He sat down. And then he was already dying."

✦ ✦ ✦

Vocabulary – Chapter 1

hotel register


the official book or system where a hotel records the names of its guests



to pay cash


to pay with physical money, not by card or bank transfer



do not disturb


a sign or request meaning: please do not come into my room



suitcase


a large bag with a hard or soft shell, used for travelling



bedside table


a small table next to a bed, used for a lamp, phone or drink



curtains


large pieces of fabric that hang in front of a window



furniture


tables, chairs, beds and other large objects in a room



booking details


the information connected to a hotel reservation



peacefulness


a calm, quiet state – here used to describe how the dead man looked



forensic specialist


a scientist who examines crime scenes and bodies to find evidence



📖 Comprehension Questions


1. What is the hotel called, and where is it?

2. How did Bernard Hooft pay for his room?

3. What does Jan conclude from the unpacked suitcase?



Chapter two: The note

Nora examines the body carefully. She is crouching beside the bed, looking at the dead man's hands, his neck, his face.

"There is a mark," she says. "On the left wrist. Very small. An injection."

"A needle?" says Lars.

"Yes. But not a hospital needle. Someone did this deliberately."

Jan looks around the room again while Nora works. The curtains are drawn. The minibar is closed. Everything is in its place.

Then he sees it.

In the inside pocket of the coat hanging on the door – a small folded piece of paper. Handwritten. Three words and a date.

"Kade. 22.00. Dinsdag."

"Kade means quay," says Jan. "A meeting place. By the water. Tuesday at ten o'clock at night."

"Today is Tuesday," says Lars.

"Yes," says Jan. "But he never arrived."

Nora stands up. "I will need toxicology. The laboratory results will take a day or two. But I do not think this was a natural death."

"Someone was waiting for him on the quay," says Jan. "And someone else got here first."

✦ ✦ ✦

Vocabulary – Chapter 2

crouching


bending down low, with your knees bent and your body close to the ground



cardiac arrest


when the heart suddenly stops beating – a medical emergency



injection


when a liquid is pushed into the body using a needle



toxicology


the scientific study of poisons and how they affect the body



wrist


the thin part of the arm between the hand and the lower arm



laboratory


a room or building used for scientific experiments and testing



handwritten


written by hand, not typed or printed



note


a short written message



quay


a platform or road built along the edge of a river or canal, where boats can dock



inside pocket


a small hidden pocket on the inside of a coat or jacket



📖 Comprehension Questions


1. What does Nora find on the dead man's wrist?

2. What does the note in the coat pocket say?

3. Why is the date on the note important?





Jan and Nora in room 14 of Hotel De Gouden Leeuw. The suitcase was never opened.

Chapter three: Rotterdam

Lars contacts the Rotterdam police that afternoon. Bernard Hooft was known to them.

"He ran an import-export company," Lars tells Jan. "Officially: textiles and furniture. But the Rotterdam police had him on their radar for three years. They suspected he was moving stolen goods through the port. They could never prove it."

"A criminal record?" asks Jan.

"Nothing official. He was careful."

Jan is sitting at his kitchen table in De Pijp. Mevrouw De Groot has brought erwtensoep – thick pea soup, the kind that is almost solid. She sits down without being asked.

"A dead man in a hotel," she says. "I heard it on the news. Was it the business rival?"

"We don't know yet," says Jan.

"It's always the business rival. Or the ex-wife." She stirs her soup. "Was he divorced?"

"We are checking."

Meneer Visser comes in from the hallway, newspaper under his arm. "Import-export! It says here – most organised crime in Rotterdam comes through import-export companies. Statistically proven."

"Thank you, meneer Visser," says Jan.

"The ex-wife," says mevrouw De Groot, with great certainty.

✦ ✦ ✦

Vocabulary – Chapter 3

import-export


the business of buying goods from one country and selling them in another



criminal record


an official list of crimes a person has been convicted of in the past



trading company


a business that buys and sells goods



on the radar


being watched or suspected by the police, without being arrested yet



stolen goods


objects that have been taken illegally from their owner



careful


paying close attention to avoid mistakes or detection



erwtensoep


a thick Dutch pea soup, traditionally eaten in winter



business rival


a competitor in the same type of work



divorced


legally separated from a husband or wife



Eastern Europe


the eastern part of Europe, including countries like Poland, Romania and Hungary



📖 Comprehension Questions


1. What kind of work did Bernard Hooft officially do?

2. What did the Rotterdam police suspect about Hooft?

3. What is mevrouw De Groot's theory about the murder?



Chapter four: The man on the quay

That evening Jan goes to the Keizersgracht. He stands on the quay and looks at the water. It is quiet. The last tourist boats have gone.

He waits.

At ten past ten, a man appears on the other side of the canal. Well-dressed, around fifty. He stands still and looks at the hotel entrance. His expression is not the expression of someone waiting for a friend.

Jan watches him. The man watches the hotel. After five minutes, the man turns and walks away quickly.

Jan follows at a distance. The man walks to a car parked near the Herengracht. He gets in. He does not look back.

Jan notes the licence plate.

The following morning Lars has the information. "The car belongs to Ruud Smeets, 52 years old, also from Rotterdam. He runs a logistics company – shipping and transport."

"He was waiting to see if Hooft came out of the hotel," says Jan.

"He didn't know Hooft was already dead?"

"He was wearing plain clothes. He was watching, not grieving. He knew something was wrong – but he didn't know exactly what."

✦ ✦ ✦

Vocabulary – Chapter 4

quay


a flat area beside a river or canal where people can walk or boats can dock



well-dressed


wearing smart, expensive or tidy clothes



expression


the look on someone's face that shows how they feel



business partner


a person who shares ownership or management of a company with someone else



plain clothes


ordinary clothes, not a police uniform – used when an officer works without being identified



to signal


to give a sign or message without using words



direction


the way something or someone is moving or pointing



to discover


to find something or learn something for the first time



quiet


making little or no noise; calm and still



to wait for


to stay in a place until something or someone arrives



📖 Comprehension Questions


1. Who is standing on the quay at ten past ten?

2. How does Jan know the man is not simply waiting for a friend?

3. Who is Ruud Smeets?





Jan on the Keizersgracht at night. A man is watching the hotel entrance from the other side of the canal.

Chapter five: The Architect

Lars brings Ruud Smeets in for questioning the next morning. Smeets is nervous. He sits with his hands on the table and speaks quickly, as if he wants to get the words out before he changes his mind.

"Bernard and I have been partners for twelve years," he says. "Officially: logistics. Unofficially – we moved things that were better not asked about."

"Stolen goods?" says Lars.

"Among other things." He looks at his hands. "Three years ago a man contacted Bernard. He called himself The Architect. We never knew his real name. He organised everything – the routes, the contacts, the money. We just moved the goods."

"And you never asked what you were transporting?"

"We asked once. He made it very clear that we should not ask again."

Jan leans forward. "What did The Architect want from Hooft recently?"

Smeets looks up. "Bernard wanted out. He had been trying to leave the arrangement for two years. The Architect said no. Last week, Bernard told me he had found a way out. He said he had evidence – something he could use."

"Evidence of what?"

"Of everything. Names, routes, amounts. He was going to go to the police." Smeets pauses. "That was the last time I spoke to him."

✦ ✦ ✦

Vocabulary – Chapter 5

questioning


when police ask a person questions about a crime – also called an interview or interrogation



guilty


responsible for a crime or a wrong action



danger


a situation where harm or injury is possible



textiles


cloth and fabric – materials used to make clothing



legitimate


legal, honest and following the rules



arrangement


an agreement or plan between two or more people



routes


the paths or ways used to transport goods from one place to another



to get involved


to become part of something – here, a criminal operation



The Architect


the codename used by the criminal organiser – he designs the operation like an architect designs a building



to listen to


to pay attention to what someone is saying



📖 Comprehension Questions


1. How long have Smeets and Hooft been business partners?

2. Who is "The Architect"?

3. What did The Architect want from Hooft?



Chapter six: Foxglove

The toxicology report arrives the following afternoon. Nora calls Jan directly.

"Digitalis," she says. "Bernard Hooft was poisoned with digitalis."

"Digitalis," says Jan. "That is a heart medicine."

"Yes. In the right dose it regulates the heartbeat. In a large dose it stops the heart completely. It looks exactly like a natural cardiac arrest." She pauses. "It comes from the foxglove plant. It is not easy to obtain in pure form – but it is not impossible."

"How long to take effect?"

"Between one and three hours, depending on the dose and the method. It was injected, which is faster than swallowing."

Jan thinks. Hooft arrived at the hotel at three in the afternoon. He was found dead the next morning. The injection could have been given anywhere – on the street, in a car, before he even arrived at the hotel.

"He was already dying when he checked in," says Jan.

"Yes," says Nora. "He just didn't know it yet."

That evening Jan









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	English
	Nederlands
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	Français
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	hotel register
	hotelregister
	Hotelregister
	registre d'hôtel
	registro del hotel
	registro do hotel



	to pay cash
	contant betalen
	bar bezahlen
	payer en espèces
	pagar en efectivo
	pagar em dinheiro



	do not disturb
	niet storen
	bitte nicht stören
	ne pas déranger
	no molestar
	não perturbe



	suitcase
	koffer
	Koffer
	valise
	maleta
	mala



	bedside table
	nachtkastje
	Nachttisch
	table de chevet
	mesilla de noche
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	curtains
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	Vorhänge
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	booking details
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	peacefulness
	kalmte
	Ruhe
	calme
	tranquilidad
	tranquilidade



	forensic specialist
	forensisch specialist
	Kriminaltechniker/-in
	spécialiste légiste
	especialista forense
	especialista forense



	crouching
	gehurkt
	in der Hocke
	accroupi(e)
	en cuclillas
	agachado/a



	cardiac arrest
	hartaanval
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	arrêt cardiaque
	paro cardíaco
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	injection
	injectie
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	laboratory
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	laboratoire
	laboratorio
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	handgeschreven
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	registo criminal



	trading company
	handelsmaatschappij
	Handelsgesellschaft
	société commerciale
	empresa comercial
	empresa comercial



	on the radar
	op de radar
	im Visier
	dans le viseur
	en el punto de mira
	no radar



	stolen goods
	gestolen goederen
	Diebesgut
	marchandises volées
	mercancía robada
	bens roubados



	careful
	voorzichtig
	vorsichtig
	prudent(e)
	cuidadoso/a
	cuidadoso/a



	pea soup
	erwtensoep
	Erbsensuppe
	soupe aux pois
	sopa de guisantes
	sopa de ervilhas



	business rival
	zakenrivaal
	Geschäftsrivale
	rival commercial
	rival comercial
	rival de negócios



	divorced
	gescheiden
	geschieden
	divorcé(e)
	divorciado/a
	divorciado/a



	well-dressed
	goed gekleed
	gut gekleidet
	bien habillé(e)
	bien vestido/a
	bem vestido/a



	expression
	gezichtsuitdrukking
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	expresión
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	Geschäftspartner/-in
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	parceiro/a de negócios
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	burgerkleding
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	vêtements civils
	ropa de civil
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	questioning
	verhoor
	Verhör
	interrogatoire
	interrogatorio
	interrogatório



	arrangement
	regeling
	Vereinbarung
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	routes
	routes
	Routen
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	rutas
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	The Architect
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	barco de carga
	navio de carga
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	schéma
	patrón
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	security camera
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	Anlageberater/-in
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	contrabando
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	samenzwering
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	cuadro
	quadro



	bel me maar
	bel me maar
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