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Dedication

For every child who has ever been tempted to take a shortcut —

and for the friends who remind us that honesty is always the better path.
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The King's Challenge
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A wise king had three kind daughters. The princesses were loved by everyone because they were gentle, cheerful, and respectful. But there was one mystery about them: no one outside the palace knew their names.

One morning, the king stood before the people and made an announcement.

"My daughters' names are special family names," said the king. "Whoever can discover their names honestly and respectfully shall receive a great reward."

The whole town buzzed with excitement.

"A great reward?" said one farmer.

"What could it be?" asked a trader.

"Gold? Land? A fine house?" whispered another.

[image: The king addresses the crowd with his three daughters beside him]

The king announces the challenge to the whole village, his three daughters at his side.
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Ananse Hatches a Plan
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Far away, in a small house near the edge of the village, clever Ananse the Spider heard the news. Ananse was smart, quick, and full of ideas. But sometimes, he used his cleverness in the wrong way.

"This is my chance!" Ananse said, rubbing his legs together. "I will find out the princesses' names before anyone else."

So Ananse began to think.

[image: Anansi sits in his home, excited, rubbing his legs together]

Ananse rubs his legs together with delight, already scheming his clever plan.
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The Honey Mango Trick
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The next morning, Ananse carried a jar of sweet golden honey to a mango tree near the palace garden. The princesses often walked there with their attendants to enjoy the morning breeze, gather flowers, and share stories.

Ananse climbed into the mango tree and waited quietly.

Soon, the three princesses came into the garden. They laughed softly as they picked flowers and talked about the beautiful morning.

Ananse dipped a ripe mango into honey and gently dropped it near the path.

Plop!

[image: Anansi hides in the mango tree with a pot of honey as the princesses walk in the garden below]

Ananse watches from the mango tree, his pot of golden honey ready, as the princesses stroll in the garden below.

One princess saw it and smiled.

"Oh! A honey mango!" she said. "This looks delicious."

She picked it up, broke it into pieces, and shared it with her sisters.

"Come taste this, Amina and Zuleiha," she said. "It is so sweet!"

Ananse's eyes widened.

"Amina and Zuleiha," he whispered. "Two names!"

Then another princess tasted the mango and laughed.

"You are right, Sadia," she said. "This mango is wonderful!"

Ananse nearly fell from the tree with excitement.

"Sadia!" he whispered. "Now I know all three names!"

[image: The three princesses share the honey-dipped mango, unknowingly revealing their names]

The three princesses delight in the honey mango, unknowingly speaking their names aloud — just as Ananse hoped.
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Ananse Spreads the Word
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When the princesses and their attendants left the garden, Ananse climbed down quickly and hurried away.

"I have won the reward!" he said proudly. "But I must make sure everyone knows how clever I am."

That evening, Ananse visited the elders, traders, musicians, and important people in the village.

"Come to the palace tomorrow morning," he told them. "Something amazing will happen!"

[image: Anansi runs triumphantly through the market, arms raised]

Ananse races through the village market, bursting with excitement and pride at his discovery.
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