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DEDICATION

For the doctors and nurses who steady a failing mind, for the caretakers who sit through the long hours, and for the families who hold on when memory lets go –

You answer a person no one else can still reach. You honor a life even as it forgets itself. This work is for you, with gratitude.
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The Word
 On Poetry and
 the Craft of Writing





OBLIGATION

The most intense understanding I have ever known

completely froze my thoughts. That has never

happened before, and I am pleading with every poet

to deeply ponder what my obligation and mantra

must now be.

Over many decades of writing poetry, I am finally

collecting and publishing this work. I did not realize I

had written more than a thousand poems. As I waded

through the editing, I did a word count, and it froze

me speechless. I have thought of and used more than

100,000 words, transporting my thoughts from my

soul to yours. I absolutely understand that I am but

the messenger. Our words have affected, and will

affect, uncounted thousands — if not millions — of

lives far into the future. Our words are like flower

seeds blowing in the wind, trying to find fertile

ground to germinate in. Do not ever consider your

words trite or of no value. Your entire work may come

down to the decision of but one person that life is

worth living because you eased their pain with love

and understanding. I know of no more important

truth of human composition.





PARADIGM

Please consider a paradigm shift in poetry. Poetry is

not a symbiotic obligation but a recognition of human

values. We use poetry to illustrate our emotional

experience, but we rarely use it to document what it

does as action or solution. It is right and fair to use it

however you wish — but why not use it to define a

solution? That is the defining difference in my poetry.

I am defining a way to enhance the human condition,

not merely identifying it.





POET

Poetry has never been written for the general

population — they could not care less. The only

person who can truly understand your meaning,

carefully tiptoeing between the lines, is another poet.





MY CREDO

My intellect and passion for learning are a wild

stallion that has never been tamed. My credo is

simple: learn everything I can to help my fellow

man, and then do it. I have saved many thousands

of lives and developed an environmental workbook

called 7 Generations that has assisted millions of

lives worldwide in addressing crucial environmental

issues. But more importantly, my poetry has brought

peace to those who chose to follow the tenets of my

work. I am a Wisdom Keeper poet. I chose poetry

as the vehicle to carry my wisdom from my soul to

yours — if you are willing to receive it. Wisdom and

knowledge are not the same. Wisdom gives you the

tools to effectively use knowledge.





BOUGHT

Expansive intonations void of original thought, means

that your words are from a thesaurus you bought.

Poetry needs the passion hidden in the dark corners

of your mind, as well as the bright.

And the courage to defend your message from those

that will not think for themselves or defend their

honor, unafraid of an intense screaming fight.

A poet’s honor is their sword and shield.

Because the entire world could change because

you chose to stay in the saddle and screaming your

defiance by refusing to yield.

Expansive intonations void of original thought, means

that your words from a thesaurus were bought.
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