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    Introduction

    Paul Roseby, CEO & Artistic Director


    Throughout National Youth Theatre’s seventieth-anniversary year we’re exploring the idea of living forever, and Tatty Hennessy’s new version of Dracula is a timely reminder of the vampires in our world today. Its debut production in our award-winning Workshop Theatre starred young talent from all over the UK in the twelfth NYT REP Company. This is Tatty’s third commission for us, following F Off, which put Mark Zuckerberg on trial and feels more relevant than ever with news of the recent social media ban for young people, and an adaptation of Animal Farm for our NYT REP, which was subsequently nominated for an Olivier Award. Tatty is clearly an exceptional voice of our time.


    The REP Company is a free industry-based alternative to formal training, made up of ten weeks of workshops with leading creatives, followed by three big projects on stage and screen. Graduates from the REP, which provides a path for those unable to access other routes, prove NYT Patron Ian McKellen was right when he said: ‘It’s as good a way to get into the business of acting as any drama school.’ The REP also offers inspiration to the next generation of audiences on school trips to watch curriculum texts. If you can’t see it, you can’t be in it and we hope the young audiences who watch our shows, whether at our accessible home in Holloway or in the West End, will sign up and audition to follow in their footsteps.


    This new adaptation was developed through R&D workshops with the REP Company. One of the Members of the Company, Maya Coates, is a wheelchair user so it was integral to the development of the work that her lived experience was reflected in the character she was selected to play.


    Following detailed conversations between Tatty and Maya about the character of Millie, it was agreed that the character must always be portrayed by a disabled performer for any future professional productions of the piece. We’re proud of the way the REP continues to challenge and change the industry.


    This is only possible thanks to support from old and new friends, from Hammer Films and John Gore Studios who supported our production of Dracula, to the Kirby Laing Foundation, Netflix and Arts Council England. Personally, despite the barriers we all face, I remain optimistic thanks to this incredible support and the volunteers, individual supporters, creatives, staff and young people who are helping keep our culture alive. Without them, there is no story to tell.
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    Dracula was originally commissioned, and performed by the National Youth Theatre of Great Britain at the NYT Workshop Theatre, London, on 21 February 2026. The cast was as follows:


    
      
        	
          BRIDE OF DRACULA/

          LAYER-OUT/NURSE/SISTER

        

        	

        	
          Amy Young

        
      


      
        	
          JONATHAN

        

        	

        	
          Christopher Yi

        
      


      
        	
          COASTGUARD/CORONER/

          DELIVERY MAN/OMAR

        

        	

        	
          Devonté Sackitey

        
      


      
        	
          ARTHUR

        

        	

        	
          Jack David Collard

        
      


      
        	
          BRIDE OF DRACULA/

          NURSE/SISTER

        

        	

        	
          Jo Bentley

        
      


      
        	
          FOREMAN/ELI

        

        	

        	
          Joshua Aketse-Entsie

        
      


      
        	
          LORNA

        

        	

        	
          Louise Coggrave

        
      


      
        	
          RENFIELD

        

        	

        	
          Luka Wellman

        
      


      
        	
          JACK

        

        	

        	
          Mascuud Dahir

        
      


      
        	
          MILLIE

        

        	

        	
          Maya Coates

        
      


      
        	
          COASTGUARD/PRIEST/

          DELIVERY MAN/BOUNCER

        

        	

        	
          Nicholas Bhar

        
      


      
        	
          SHIP CAPTAIN/NOAH

        

        	

        	
          Nicky Dune

        
      


      
        	
          MOURNER/CONNIE

        

        	

        	
          Olamide Ajisafe

        
      


      
        	
          BRIDE OF DRACULA/

          LAYER-OUT/NURSE/SISTER

        

        	

        	
          Rachael Dowsett

        
      


      
        	
          MINA

        

        	

        	
          Rhia Burston

        
      


      
        	
          COASTGUARD/MAX

        

        	

        	
          Rhys Quilley

        
      


      
        	
          LUCY

        

        	

        	
          Sasha Jagsi

        
      


      
        	
          VAN HELSING

        

        	

        	
          Sumah Ebele

        
      


      
        	
          Director and Dramaturg

        

        	

        	
          Atri Banerjee

        
      


      
        	
          Bryan Forbes NYT REP

          Assistant Director

        

        	

        	
          Ben Grant

        
      


      
        	
          Set Designer

        

        	

        	
          Naomi Dawson

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Set Designer

          and Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Hannah Schmidt

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Alex Musgrave

        
      


      
        	
          Composer and Sound Designer

        

        	

        	
          Pouya Ehsaei

        
      


      
        	
          Movement and

          Intimacy Director

        

        	

        	
          Adi Gortler

        
      


      
        	
          Fight Director

        

        	

        	
          Rebecca Wilson

        
      


      
        	
          Production Manager

        

        	

        	
          Meghan Sorohan

        
      


      
        	
          Company Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Fana Sunley-Smith

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Mia Stubbings

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager (Cover)

        

        	

        	
          Sophy Leys Johnston

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager (Cover)

        

        	

        	
          Shereen Hamilton

        
      


      
        	
          DSM (NYT Member role)

        

        	

        	
          Rosie Bowers

        
      


      
        	
          ASM (NYT Member role)

        

        	

        	
          Isha Bah

        
      


      
        	
          ASM (NYT Member role)

        

        	

        	
          Zara Syed

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Supervisor

        

        	

        	
          Ella Barraclough

        
      


      
        	
          Wardrobe Manager

        

        	

        	
          Tayla Hanrahan

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Ryan Jones Littler

        
      


      
        	
          Make-up and Hair Design

          and Training

        

        	

        	
          Elizabeth Hedley

        
      


      
        	
          Production Duty Technician

        

        	

        	
          Ceri Benjamin

        
      


      
        	
          Production Technician (Cover)

        

        	

        	
          Bernadette Ward

        
      


      
        	
          Production Electrician

        

        	

        	
          Matthew ‘Lux’ Swithinbank

        
      


      
        	
          Production Sound Engineer

        

        	

        	
          Marie Zschommler

        
      


      
        	
          Production Carpenter

        

        	

        	
          Calum Walker

        
      


      
        	
          Scenic Painter

        

        	

        	
          Cleo Pettitt

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Stitcher

        

        	

        	
          Caitlyn Keaney

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Assistant

          (NYT Member role)

        

        	

        	
          Chadonnae Edwards

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Assistant

          (NYT Member role)

        

        	

        	
          Lucy Smith

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Assistant

          (NYT Member role)

        

        	

        	
          Athena Diamond

        
      


      
        	
          Singing Coach

        

        	

        	
          Maddalena Ghezzi

        
      


      
        	
          Captioning Equipment

        

        	

        	
          Digital 4

        
      


      
        	
          Captioner

        

        	

        	
          Alice Pegram

        
      


      
        	
          Romanian Consultation

        

        	

        	
          Fana Sunley-Smith

        
      


      
        	
          Voice Coach

        

        	

        	
          Marcia Carr

        
      


      
        	
          Dialect Coach

        

        	

        	
          Sarah English

        
      


      
        	
          FOR NATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE

        

        	

        	
      


      
        	
          Artistic Director and CEO

        

        	

        	
          Paul Roseby

        
      


      
        	
          Executive Director and COO

        

        	

        	
          Karen Turner

        
      


      
        	
          Finance Director

        

        	

        	
          Louise Zandstra

        
      


      
        	
          Head of Operations

        

        	

        	
          Paul Callaghan

        
      


      
        	
          Head of Communications

          and Digital

        

        	

        	
          Joe Duggan

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Director

        

        	

        	
          Anna Niland

        
      


      
        	
          Senior Producer

        

        	

        	
          Rosie Scudder

        
      


      
        	
          Head of Development

        

        	

        	
          Richard Wilkinson

        
      


      
        	
          Head of Skills and Training

        

        	

        	
          Marilyn Rice

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Producer

        

        	

        	
          Cherrelle Glave

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Producer

        

        	

        	
          Erin Thorpe

        
      


      
        	
          Production Assistant

        

        	

        	
          Aisha Ayub

        
      


      
        	
          Venue and Operations Manager

        

        	

        	
          Nick Smith

        
      


      
        	
          Technical Manager

        

        	

        	
          Ashley Bolitho

        
      


      
        	
          Marketing Manager

        

        	

        	
          Chenika Neunie

        
      


      
        	
          Marketing and Membership

          Coordinator

        

        	

        	
          Marvel Kalu

        
      

    


    With thanks to Alex Berry, White Light, Connections Crew and the wider NYT Team.


    We are proud to acknowledge the support of our principal supporter Arts Council England; Netflix, and the following 2025/26 NYT REP Company supporters:


    Hammer Films, part of John Gore Studios, for the support of Dracula; Kirby Laing Foundation; Sky; Praemium Imperiale 2025 Grant for Young Artists; Maria Bjӧrnson Memorial Fund; International Music and Art Foundation; Noël Coward Foundation; Boris Karloff Charitable Foundation; The Golsoncott Foundation; Royal Victoria Hall Foundation; Ian McKellen, Helen Mirren, the Leverhulme Trust, The Rigby Foundation and The Radcliffe Trust for their support of bursaries; supporters of the Bryan Forbes Bursary especially Emma & Graham Clempson; and our Centre Stage Supporters, Investors In Talent and Friends.

  

  
    
      
    


    Content Warning


    This script contains bloody violence, gory medical detail, misogyny, references to mental health, sexual assault and suicide.


    Note on Casting


    Anyone can play any part, with the exception of Millie, who is specifically a disabled character. In the initial production this role was played by an actor using a wheelchair. Future productions are invited to make what changes they need to the text to support their casting choice, but in professional productions it cannot be played by a performer without a disability.


    In the original production, the brides/nurses/nuns roles were played by the same actors, and there was the following doubling:


    COASTGUARD 1/PRIEST/DELIVERY MAN 2/BOUNCER COASTGUARD 2/DELIVERY MAN 1/OMAR/CORONER COASTGUARD 3/MAX

    FOREMAN/ELI

    MOURNER/CONNIE


    Jonathan, Van Helsing, Arthur, Max, Noah, Eli, Lorna and Millie are all separate actors when the timelines converge.


    There is no Dracula in the cast list. He never appears fully onstage. There are references in the script to ‘a figure’, ‘a shadow’, but you can take this as figuratively as you like. He can be a light, a sound, a movement in the corner of the eye, a presence.


    Note on Text


    / indicates an interruption

  

  
    
      
    


    


    BRAM STOKER


    Abraham ‘Bram’ Stoker was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1847. He recovered from a somewhat sickly childhood to attend Trinity College, Dublin, in 1864. There he studied mathematics, became involved successfully in athletics, and was elected President of the Philosophy Society. After his graduation with honours he joined the Civil Service – which inspired The Duties of Clerks of Petty Sessions in Ireland (1879) – as well as supplementing his love of the arts by writing theatre reviews for the Dublin Evening Mail.


    He went on to marry the actress Florence Balcombe in 1878, who bore him a son in 1879 shortly before the family moved to London. Once there, Stoker befriended notable actors and authors, such as Arthur Conan Doyle and Oscar Wilde, worked as the Stage Manager at the Lyceum Theatre, and began writing novels. In 1890 he holidayed in Whitby, Yorkshire, and here it is believed he began constructing his best- (and perhaps only-) remembered novel, Dracula (1897).


    After his death in 1912, his ashes were mingled with those of his son and rest in Golders Green Crematorium, London. The ‘sequel’ to Dracula, Dracula’s Guest and Other Weird Stories was posthumously published by his wife in 1922.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    This adaptation of Dracula first published in Great Britain in 2026 as a paperback original by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


    This adaptation of Dracula copyright © 2026 Tatty Hennessy


    Tatty Hennessy has asserted her moral right to be identified as the author of this adaptation


    Cover photograph of the 2026 NYT production by Manuel Harlan


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


    ISBN 978 1 83904 609 4 (print edition)

    ISBN 978 1 80640 020 1 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language throughout the world should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States and Canada: Berlin Associates, see details below


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed to Berlin Associates, 7 Tyers Gate, London SE1 3HX, fax +44 (0)20 7632 5296, email agents@berlinassociates.com


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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