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Preface

It has been a red-hot issue of discussion amongst the countrymen as well as the political giants whether Savarkar was really a true nationalist and a freedom fighter, or he was a big black traitor. Some say—he was a nationalist; some call him a rationalist. Most of the people consider him a true hero, while a few of them take him as a traitor.  People at large are widely confused in the matter of grasping his real picture and understanding his exact role in India’s freedom movement. There is a mess-up of all and everything. Even the learned persons are bewitched. 

Meanwhile, in a twitter salutation to Savarkar, our Hon’ble Prime Minister saluted him for his emphasis on social reforms and remembered his writing & poetry that ignites the sparks of patriotism amongst the people. He further added that Savarkar will always be remembered for his patriotic spirit. He said—“He was also a prolific writer and social reformer. We remember him for his bravery, motivating several others to join the freedom struggle, and emphasis on social reforms.” This left the country in high hustle.

In such a commotion prevailing in and around our country, I pondered day and night for a long over the true picture and right colour of this hard-hit human. Later, It occurred to me high that I must write a book on Savarkar elaborating all important nuggets related to him. Hence, I decided to go deep into a research on this issue. And as such, I went through a number of books on Savarkar and found him to be a true nationalist, working especially for the cause of the mass society in India. Hence, presentation of this book to the high hearts of the Indian nationalists. 

Contents of this book have been gratefully extracted from several books on and by Savarkar. Some items available on highly reputed and authentic educational websites have been verified and added. Some more contents in Hindi have been supplied with by my literary friends such as Shri Hari Narayan Gupta, Shri Uday Narayan Singh and Shri Kamlesh Mishra which have been transliterated and included in the book. 

No book is always fully complete. I do not claim this one to be so. While publishing, I tried hard to make this book error proof. However, to err is human. Errors, crept in inadvertently, if any, may please be communicated to enable me rectify them at the earliest.  

Hope, this book will satiate the hunger of the masses willing to know the real facts and figures on Savarkar. Comments and suggestions are most welcome. 


—Ram Nivas Kumar
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Brief History of Savarkar

Savarkar was born on 28 May, 1883 in the village of Bhagur, near the city of Nashik, Maharashtra. His full name was Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. He was a revolutionary freedom fighter, high-ranked politician, learned lawyer and a vibrant social reformer. His father's name was Damodparant Savarkar and mother Radhabai Savarkar. He was strongly influenced by his elder brother (Babararo). He belonged to a Chitpavan Brahmin Hindu family. 

He had two brothers, Ganesh and Narayan, and a sister, Mainabai. He was educated at the local Shivaji High School before he enrolled in the Ferguson College, Poona, in 1902. Here he involved himself in Indian nationalist politics before being expelled from college for his activities. 

He created the ideology of “Hindutva” (Hinduness) in 1923. He used the term ‘Hindutva’ to describe ‘Hinduness’ or the ‘quality of being a Hindu’. He regarded Hinduism as an ethnic, cultural and political identity. He died on 26 February, 1966 at the age of 83 in Bombay, Maharastra,

Hindus, according to Savarkar, are those who consider India to be the land in which their ancestors lived, as well as the land in which their religion originated. He advocated strongly the creation of a Hindu state.

Savarkar was a great revolutionary freedom fighter, visionary thinker, prolific writer & outstanding orator. He was also a social reformer who strove to eradicate social evils like untouchability and the caste system from society.

Mahatma Gandhi once said about Savarkar: “He is a patriot. He is frankly a revolutionary. The evil, in its hideous form of the present system of Government, he saw much earlier than I did. He is in the Andamans for having loved India too well. Under a just Government, he would be occupying a high office.“

Savarkar spent nearly one third of his life in some form of confinement—jails and restricted movement—before he died, aged 83, in 1966. "He was a bundle of contradictions and a historian's enigma," writes Dr Sampath. 
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Savarkar’s Views on Cow

Savarkar is known today as the author of the work “Hindutva”, the seminal text for Hindu nationalists. But what he is little known for is his staunch opposition to cow worship. The cow was, for him, a highly useful animal, but its worship, he argued, made no sense because humans needed to worship something or someone who was super-human or endowed with super-human qualities, not an “out-and-out” animal inferior to humankind.

He called for the abandonment of the “naive practice” because it was “buddhi hatya” or “murder of the intellect”. He was not against the nurturing of cows and in fact assiduously promoted the principle of nurture as a “national duty”, so long as it was predicated on broader economic and scientific principles – as it was, he stressed, in America – that helped maximize bovine usefulness.

But his standout line on the subject was: “We need cow care, not worship”. He particularly abhorred the then widely prevalent habit of consuming cow urine and, in some cases, even cow dung. He believed that this practice might have actually started out in ancient India as a form of punishment so that a person could “expiate his sins.”

And to those orthodox Hindus who thought his views were blasphemous, Savarkar had only one sardonic thing to say: Your blasphemy’s far, far bigger, just see how you’ve crammed thirty three crore deities into a cow’s belly.

Forget India’s Left, even its centrists had been loath to touch Savarkar with a barge pole for decades. Some of them have now discovered him all of a sudden and taken to quoting his aforementioned views. A national leader said at a recent function that Savarkar regarded the cow as a useful animal, nothing more.

That, of course, is correct, and his views are particularly instructive in the wake of what’s happening all around us. But the avowed “secularists” and self-confirmed “liberals” among us may perhaps want to read his writings on the subject a little more closely before they throw the book at the Hindutva-wadis, because of Savarkar’s stand on the cow.

Savarkar did not believe that India had been subjugated only during the British Raj. Unlike Nehru who put forward the idea of a ‘composite culture’, he saw the many hundred years of Islamic rule as an era of shackles, submission, suppression and slavery. And one of his major issues with cow worship, apart from its deadening of the mind as he saw it, was that it had “ensured” many a Hindu defeat in the past. To use a bad pun which he didn’t, it had engendered cowardice.

He alleged that Muslim armies had often used cows as a shield during key battles against the Hindus. When Hindu forces marched on Multan, he said, the Muslims had threatened to destroy the famous Sun temple there as a warning, and when Malharrao Holkar, a Maratha chieftain, had sought to “liberate” Kashi, the Muslims had again threatened to defile all things holy to the Hindus, Savarkar said and castigated India’s majority community for backtracking at such moments for fear of being responsible for the razing of temples, the humiliation of Brahmins and cow slaughter.

He said: If the Hindu Rashtra, as he saw it, was ever to be hemmed in by non-Hindu forces, and there was no way out of the siege to get food, cow slaughter had to be exercised as an option. The Hindus had done considerable damage to their cause, he said, by saving a few cows used as shields by the rivals, because their survival had ultimately resulted in a far greater destruction of Hindu shrines and the setting up of abattoirs all over the country.

And he had a “final word” of indictment for those non-Hindus who saw cow slaughter as a religious duty. He said: Hindus were naïve in their worship, but they weren’t cruel. Those who cut down the animal as part of their dharma were not only naïve but brutal in their religious zealotry, he said, and added that they had no right to ridicule Hindus for their beliefs. In such slaughter, Savarkar saw excessive barbarism, ingratitude and an asuric (demonic) instinct. He urged such non-Hindus to give up their “cow hate” and take up “cow care.”

Even if firmly situated within the Hindutva framework and calling openly for a Hindu Rashtra, this is a surprisingly complex and often apparently contradictory opinion on a subject highly sensitive in today’s India. But Savarkar’s view is also perhaps unique in that both the gau rakshaks and the Youth Congress’s public slaughterers of a calf in Kerala might wonder what exactly to make of him.

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, as the fiery Indian revolutionary from Nashik, had come to be then known after his attempted escape from British captivity in Marseilles and more than a decade in the Andamans’ Cellular Jail, responded to this assertion. He wrote: “If the cow’s a mother to anybody at all, it’s the bullock. Hindutva, if it has to sustain itself on a cow’s legs, will come crashing down at the slightest sign of a crisis.”
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Savarkar on Cow Worship

Savarkar held radical views even on matters such as cow-worship. He wrote, “Animals such as the cow and buffalo and trees such as banyan and peepal are useful to man. Hence, we are fond of them; to that extent we might even consider them worthy of worship. Their protection, sustenance and well-being is our duty, in that sense alone it is also our dharma!”

At the same time, he cautioned that if the “animal or tree becomes a source of trouble to mankind, it ceases to be worthy of sustenance or protection and as such its destruction is in humanitarian or national interests, and it becomes a human or national dharma. When humanitarian interests are not served and in fact harmed by the cow, and when humanism is shamed, self-defeating extreme cow protection should be rejected.”
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Savarkar on Cow-Vigilantism

He also asserted that while he held the cow as a beautiful creature, protecting it and not worshipping it as a goddess was his belief, “Elevating an animal that eats garbage and sits in its own excreta to the position of a goddess, was insulting both humanity and divinity,” Savarkar said.

“We become God we worship and hence, Hindutva’s icon should be the Narasimha or fierce man-lion and not the docile cow,” wrote Savarkar.

Savarkar concludes the essay saying, “I am no enemy of the cow. I have only criticized the false notions and tendencies involved in cow worship with the aim of removing the chaff and preserving the essence so that genuine cow protection may be better achieved. Without spreading religious superstition, let the movement for cow protection be based and popularized on clear-cut economic and scientific principles. A worshipful attitude is undoubtedly necessary for protection. But it is improper to forget the duty of cow protection and indulge only in worship.”

Just like he gave a call to the Hindu community to give up these superstitions, he exhorted the Muslims too to reform themselves with time and “abandon the belief that not even a word in the Quran can be questioned because it is the eternal message












	Vedoktabandi: Exclusivity of access to Vedic literature and rituals to only the Brahmin community.

	Vyavasaayabandi: Choice of a profession an individual chooses must be entirely his and based on his aptitude and capability and not on one’s birth.

	Sparshabandi: Untouchability that he considered a sin and a blot on society.

	Samudrabandi: Loss of caste on foreign travel or crossing the seas.

	Shuddhibandi: Disallowing reconversions to Hinduism. “I have nothing,” he said, “against those who convert to another faith by sheer conviction. But such examples are rare. Why should we not allow the enhancement of our (Hindu) members due to some antiquated idea that does not even have any scriptural sanction that we cannot convert to Hinduism?”

	Rotibandi: Prohibition on inter-caste dining.

	Betibandi: Prohibition on inter-caste marriage.
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Savarkar on Social Reforms










Savarkar: A True Nationalist
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	We cannot call him a traitor. Every person has a threshold of pain. He was put in Kala Pani. Worst of the worst. When you compare jails, political prisoners of Congress were mostly given class-A jails. There they wrote great books and passed their time by reading and learning. But that was not the fate of Savarkar.

	The cellular jail was any prisoner's worst nightmare. Thousands perished without a trace there. No tears shed for them. They were just removed from main India to suffer the worst agony.
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