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  Tampa was originally the site of a military fort. Captain James Gadsen, under orders from President Andrew Jackson, sought to place a permanent U.S. settlement in the area of Tampa in the early 1800s as Florida found itself in the midst of a control shift from Spain to the U.S. On February 22, 1821, President Monroe ratified a treaty that gave Florida to the United States, and land grabbers were quickly on their way.

  One area of concern was the resident Seminole Indian population. They were offered the chance to move out of the northern part of the state. While many did, the government thought a military fort in the area of Tampa might just be what was needed to keep them away. In 1824, Colonel George Mercer Brooke set up what would come to be known as Fort Brooke and the seeds of Tampa were in place.

  After a series of false starts, Tampa was incorporated in its present form on August 11, 1873. At the time the town boasted a population of less than 1,000 and there was little occurring in the way of development. A majority of the prominent families that later dominated Tampa politics and civic activities were beginning to establish themselves in town. By the 1880s, fueled by Henry Plant’s railroad, Tampa was on its way to becoming a major city. Trolleys, gaslights, and major roadwork began and Tampa ‘s infrastructure slowly modernized.

  Then, on the evening of February 15, 1898, the battleship Maine was sunk in Havana harbor, resulting in the deaths of 260 American servicemen. The political uproar that ensued caused then-President William McKinley to call for a blockade of Cuba’s coast. The Spanish government declared war, and the U.S. quickly followed suit; thus began the Spanish-American war. Tampa became the main debarkation point for the Army, and Teddy Roosevelt took his Rough Riders through the port of Tampa on their way to Cuba.

  By the beginning of the twentieth century, Tampa had become an increasingly important port in the United States. The rise of manufacturing also brought Tampa to the forefront of Florida cities. Cigars were the backbone of the economy in the early 1900s, and Ybor City was home to the majority of the cigar factories. This, in turn, attracted thousands of Cuban, Spanish, and Italian immigrants, many of whom settled in Ybor City.

  Don Vincente Martinez Ybor and Ignacio Haya, two Cuban cigar factory owners looking to relocate their operations from Cuba, chose Tampa as a suitable site and purchased a plot of land northeast of Tampa, naming the area Ybor City. Ybor was far from modern, with poor sanitation, unpaved roads, and hordes of mosquitoes making it an inhospitable place to live for the Cuban, Spanish, and Italians who immigrated to the area. However, by the turn of the century numerous cigar factories had opened up and the area became the center for cigar manufacturing in the United States.

  Ybor was known to the resident Anglo population as “Little Havana”, or simply where the ‘Latin’ people lived. In fact, whether they were Spanish, Cuban, or Italian, the non-native residents of Ybor were known simply as Latins to the old-time Tampa denizens. Through mutual aid societies and the ever-increasing presence of the cigar industry, the immigrants of Ybor formed a cohesive community. The cigar factories were the main employers in the area, and also served as a sort of community center for Tampa’s newcomers. The factories also became hubs for labor uprisings, as various labor-rights groups that were formed in the brooding brick buildings rallied for better working conditions.

  The cigar industry eventually became so dominant that Tampa earned the nickname “Cigar City.” Although no longer a fixture of the Tampa skyline, a few of the old cigar factories remain in operation to this day and serve as reminders of Tampa’s tobacco rich history.

  Ybor City was a bastion for immigrants who worked hard to make lives for themselves in the often-unrelenting South. It was unrelenting both in terms of the summer’s brutal heat, and the often closed-minded attitudes of the reigning Anglo majority. Many of those in Ybor grew up in a culture of trust, respect, and hard work— among close-knit families and neighbors, who initially kept themselves apart from the ruling Anglo majority, but later came to dominate local politics.

  Yet Ybor, like many other immigrant communities of the early 20th century, also had a darker side involving organized crime. Though the majority of the population was hard working, law-abiding and only seeking to better the world around them, there were those who took a different path to fortune and power. Often times, those people were the ones who stole the headlines, in turn sullying the images of all those with similar names or addresses.

  The main drag through Ybor is Seventh Avenue. It is home to huge brick buildings with wrought iron balconies facing the street, similar to New Orleans’ French Quarter. Among the numerous businesses that lined the boulevard in the early part of the twentieth century were ethnic establishments, like the L’Unione Italiana, and various Cuban, German, and Spanish social clubs. These clubs served as meeting places, banquet halls and, most importantly, mutual aid societies, where immigrants could come for assistance with finding work, getting health care, and assimilating into the vibrant culture of Ybor.

  The adjoining streets and alleys were crowded with produce vendors, small grocery markets, shops, fish markets, butchers, and other places of interest to those milling about. On many nights and weekends, it was bustling not only with friendly neighbors and families, but also with those looking to bet at some of the many gambling houses. These establishments lined not only the main artery through Ybor, but extended into the crowded back alleys as well, where less than reputable operators would set up shop.

  Respectable businessmen, cigar factory workers, early underworld figures and seamen from the ships docked at the nearby port all frequented the games, which would come to provide income for the crime groups in town as the years went on. In the early part of the century, however, the various criminal factions in town got their first big boosts from the federal government in the form of one of the most controversial laws ever conceived.


  

  
    
    
    
      	2
      	Saturday
    

  

  The Eighteenth Amendment went into effect at midnight on January 16, 1920. Ratified a year earlier, the amendment became known as Prohibition. Rarely has a law caused so much lawlessness as this one. From its beginning, the Eighteenth Amendment was doomed to fail. The initial thrust of the temperance movement was to rid the world of “demon liquor” and its supposed deteriorating effects on society. With the public’s desire for drink underestimated, Prohibition brought small-time racketeers to unimaginable levels of power.

  Underground liquor production began immediately in every city and town. Smugglers began mapping out routes. Speakeasies began to sell to a wide array of customers. Prohibition, among other things, gave organized crime the push it needed to reach heights of power previously unattainable through minor local rackets. Many of the organized crime figures realized the importance of political power, and began corrupting local and state governments accordingly.

  Bootlegging quickly became a national phenomenon. In Cleveland, Moe Dalitz and the Purple Gang smuggled liquor across the Canadian border. In New York, the Italian-Jewish syndicate began producing, supplying, and hijacking liquor throughout the region. In Chicago, wars between various gangs, Dion O’Bannion, Bugs Moran, the Genna brothers, and Al Capone resulted in over 1,000 murders in an effort to control the illegal liquor trade. In Boston, Joe Kennedy, patriarch of the Kennedy family, made a large fortune in bootlegging.

  Tampa, with numerous coves, inlets, and passes, became an important port for illegal liquor shipments, especially from Cuba and the Caribbean. Many members of the local Latin population, who already had serious problems associating liquor consumption with criminal behavior, often had homemade stills in basements and backyards.

  Under the crowded streets of Ybor is a series of tunnels, the use of which has never been fully documented. The tunnels run under some of the early gaming palaces and down along the streets toward the port of Tampa. There has always been speculation that the tunnels were used to unload alcohol off boats in the harbor and bring the barrels up into the heart of the underworld’s territory. Another explanation is that the tunnels were used to bring in illegal aliens, who were then smuggled up the coast to the Northeast. It is well documented that an organized trade of illegal aliens was in place in Tampa during the early 1900s.

  In addition to bringing alcohol off of ships, the bootleggers of that era also set up stills just outside the city limits in predominately rural farmland and woodland areas. These moonshine makers provided alcohol for speakeasies in town, and remained a fixture into the latter half of the century. A suspect in an illegal still operation told authorities that he paid money to the Tampa Mafia in the 1960s as part of the illegal alcohol production racket he ran in neighboring counties.

  Along with bootlegging, drug trafficking lined the pockets of Tampa’s underworld bosses with fast, easy cash. The city had a nefarious reputation as a major port for illegal drugs, ranking only behind New York as America’s busiest point of entry for narcotics in the 1920s. Smugglers took advantage of the routes used by the bootleggers into the port.

  The earliest signs of a drug problem in Tampa manifested themselves in the opium dens of the Fort Brooke area in the early 1900s. Fort Brooke, a separate town from Tampa until 1907, boasted a wide assortment of bordellos, gambling houses, and drug dens. Morphine became the drug of choice. At that time, the Tampa police estimated the criminal cost of drug addicts to be more than two million dollars a year.

  In 1923, the IRS set up a permanent substation in Fort Brooke, and federal authorities began cooperating with local law enforcement to clean up the drug problem. Women and civic organizations began offering assistance to addicts and their families. The combined effort had a major, albeit temporary, effect.

  One of the first kingpins in the drug trade was Joseph M. “Jo-Jo” Cacciatore. He lived in Ybor City and conducted his business along Seventh Avenue, selling from restaurants, gambling houses, and street corners. He also employed children to sell drugs, some as young as six. His empire reached across the Southeast, from Alabama to the Carolinas. Cacciatore’s partner was Giuseppe “Whispering Willie” Bizzee. How Bizzee got his intriguing nickname is not known.

  In a major undercover operation, federal narcotics agents infiltrated the Cacciatore gang. They posed as buyers, and in less than a year were able to compile enough evidence to make several arrests. On September 23, 1925, Cacciatore, Bizzee, and over a dozen members of the organization were arrested. Cacciatore was sentenced to nine years in prison and received a $3,000 fine.

  Another of Tampa’s early drug barons, George “Saturday” Zarate, came to Tampa from Cuba as a teenager. He quickly found himself immersed in the seedy underbelly of the local addict scene. His poison was morphine, but during his addict years, he realized he could make major money from selling the drug. Zarate fell in with local underworld figures and became adept at drug trafficking and illegal gambling. He rose to prominence as a lieutenant of Ralph Rena, an early gambling figure in Ybor. Zarate also owned Pote’s Café, which served as both a restaurant and a gambling establishment.

  Zarate was arrested in a major narcotics sweep in May 1928. He was convicted as a result of testimony from a known morphine addict and the work of an under-cover narcotics agent, and sentenced to ten years in jail and a $4,000 fine. The judge said he thought the stiff sentence would dissuade others from going into narcotics. For reasons unclear, Zarate received a pardon from President Herbert Hoover after thirty-three months in jail. Upon his release, Zarate went back to work at the El Dorado gambling house in Ybor City.

  One break in his usual routine of managing illegal gambling occurred on the evening of November 10, 1936. Zarate was enjoying a newspaper in his sedan outside the El Dorado gaming club. Immersed in the news, Zarate was completely unaware that a pair of gunmen were creeping up on him, until two shotgun blasts ripped through the side of his car and injured Zarate slightly in the shoulder. The gunmen were never found.

  In 1941, police conducted a raid at the El Dorado. They rounded up the usual suspects, including Zarate, who had more than $5,000 in his pockets. Police brought him downtown and booked him on gambling charges. Zarate’s trial was a popular event, attended by dozens of bolita figures and many curious Tampans, anxious to get an up-close look at a real-life gangster. Zarate beat the rap.

  Following his win in court, Zarate decided he’d had enough of Tampa, so he set his sights on New York City. He opened a business, the La Fiesta restaurant, on Manhattan’s West 46th Street to keep up a respectable appearance. The restaurant’s location near the theater district did a booming business in both food and narcotics. He organized a group of Cuban traffickers, and aligned himself with mob boss Lucky Luciano.

  By 1948, Zarate, confident enough of his stature in New York underworld circles, began making a play for the narcotics empire of local kingpin Jack Gordon. Zarate’s ambitions were grand, but they never came to fruition. Before he had a chance to make his move on Gordon, a small army of federal narcotics agents stormed into his swank restaurant and carted Zarate away, along with over $700,000 worth of narcotics. George decided not to test his fate with a jury trial and skipped bond, fleeing to Havana where he lived out the rest of his days.

  One of the people arrested with Zarate in Tampa back in 1928 would leave a much bigger mark on the local criminal landscape than Zarate himself. His nickname, “Dean of the Underworld,” reflected his stature as one of the most recognized criminal figures in Tampa, and the undisputed head of illegal gambling. His name was Charlie Wall.
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  By the 1920s, Tampa was starting to come into its own as a city. Nowhere was that more evident than in Ybor City, where gambling houses lined Seventh Avenue. Many were swank speakeasies complete with lavish décor, live bands, and free-flowing liquor. Although much of the local populace who bet on bolita did their business out of dingy storefronts, those who could afford to went to places like the EL Dorado, Serafin’s, Pote’s, and the Lincoln Club. These garish nightclubs were the places to be seen; consequently, they generated millions for the underworld.

  Not everyone frequented the gambling houses or was happy that they existed. Local newspapers rallied against the gamblers, and the public demanded some action. However, many in the police department were on the take and reluctant to stir up too much trouble with the gamblers, lest their illicit source of income disappear. The police decided to conduct a series of raids, designed to shake up the bolita houses a little, but satisfy the public’s appetite for justice even more. After all, they didn’t want to put the operators that paid them out of business.

  Charlie Wall, who had been running his gambling operations without any law enforcement interference, was shocked when a few of his roving games were raided in October 1928. The games were changing locations constantly, and Wall wondered how the police knew where to look. He became certain that someone was fingering his roving games for the police. Soon, he heard word on the street about an informer. Fingers pointed to Norris McFall.

  Norris McFall, a former police constable, owned the Jack O’Lantern. The club’s reputation as a hangout for gamblers, politicians, and bootleggers helped McFall’s criminal ambitions, namely, his numbers operations and his alien smuggling ring that brought Chinese immigrants through Tampa and up to the Northeast.

  Two days after the raids on Wall’s establishments, McFall was walking out of his bar. He had barely gotten out the front door when he noticed a man with a shotgun making a beeline for him. Before he had a chance to react, the gun blasted away at McFall, and he fell to the pavement, dead. The gunman allegedly remarked, “That’s what you get for fooling with Charlie Wall.” Wall’s legend grew.

  Charlie Wall was born in 1888, the son of Dr. John P. Wall, a prominent citizen with blood ties to some of Florida’s most powerful and influential families. Charlie’s cousin, Perry Wall, was the mayor of Tampa in 1924. The Walls regularly hobnobbed with the cream of Tampa high society and the nucleus of the good-old-boys political clubs. With such an impressive cache of friends and relatives, many assumed that young Wall would grow up as another of the elite of Tampa society. However, Wall decided on a different path to fame and fortune and dove headfirst into the underworld.

  His forays into the seedier side of Tampa began in his early teens. Wall’s mother died unexpectedly when he was twelve, and his father soon remarried. With little use for his stepmother, Wall began hanging out at saloons and gambling houses, especially after the death of his father two years later. Wall’s relationship with his stepmother continued to deteriorate. Once, during an argument, Wall shot her with a .22 rifle, hitting her arm. He was promptly sent away to a boy’s school that was supposed to reform the delinquent minded teenager, but it had no visible effect.

  After leaving school for good, Wall began spending time with the gamblers who lined the Fort Brooke area of town. He sensed he belonged there. After witnessing the money that was changing hands, he knew this was where he belonged. Years later, during the Kefauver Hearings into organized crime, he told a congressman about his earliest job:

  MR. RICE: “And what was your first gambling activity.…”

  MR. WALL: “I think I worked in a gambling house.”

  MR. RICE: “And where was that?”

  MR. WALL: “In a place we used to call Fort Brooke.”

  MR. RICE: “And what was your job there?”

  MR. WALL: “A craps dealer.”2

  Before long, Wall was acting as a courier, dispatching bets across the country and traveling to mob hotbeds like St. Louis and Kansas City. He realized he could make more money by laying off bets with various bookies around the country, covering himself even if he lost. Coupling this genius for gambling with a host of well-respected and influential friends, Wall found himself at the top of the local gambling rackets by the 1920s.

  Wall was despised by some people, especially some of his family who viewed him as the black sheep; however, he was beloved by others. He would shower his sister, one of the few family members he kept in touch with, with gifts and money. Wall also tossed bags of coins on the lawn of local hospitals for children to collect. He became a dashing Robin Hood figure, and was often seen making his rounds through Tampa sporting the latest fashions, wearing a wide brimmed straw hat, joking with passersby and handing out pocketfuls of change.

  Unfortunately, there was a dark side to Wall’s persona as well. He began flirting with narcotics, and eventually found himself in the grip of morphine addiction. His arms and legs were covered with needle scars, and his dapper appearance and impeccable sense of style slowly deteriorated as he fell further into addiction. The habit would shadow Wall for most of his life.

  Wall ruled his empire of crime from a veritable fortress in the heart of Ybor City. He often carried a gun and commanded an army of bodyguards. The reasons for this extreme protection came as a result of two shotgun blasts. The first was on the evening of June 8, 1930, when Wall was driving his car home from his nightly gambling money pickups. He pulled into his garage and was greeted by two slugs as he opened his driver side door. His wife was also in the car with him, and together they both dashed into the house. The next morning Wall had a bulletproof metal covering installed around the garage.

  Like any reign at the top, seeds of discontent were showing on the street. The seemingly invincible Wall was beginning to see signs of change. The old guard headed by the likes of Charlie Wall and the established gambling syndicates were facing a new challenge by upand-coming crime groups. The main battleground was Ybor City, and the prize being fought over was the most lucrative racket in Tampa: bolita.


  Cast of Characters

  Victor Manuel Acosta – drug trafficker, bar owner, indicted for participation in the murder of Richard Cloud, committed suicide in jail on May 3, 1978.

  Franceso Pietro Albano/Frank Albano – alleged made member, married to niece of Santo Trafficante Jr., restaurateur, charged in Key Bank case.

  Thomas Altamura – Gambino family member, Miami associate of Trafficante family, shot to death at age 53 in October of 1967.

  Agostino Amato – associate of Santo Trafficante Sr. and Jr., made member of Gambino crime family, died at age 78 in February of 1980.

  Vincent Amato – associate of Miami faction of Trafficante crime family, made member of Gambino family, died at age 64 on December 15, 1991.

  Antonio Mario Amorelli – alleged associate, first cousin to Vincent LoScalzo.

  Ignazio Antinori – early Mafia power, ran narcotics, political corruption and gambling operations, killed on October 23, 1940.

  Joe Antinori – son of Ignazio, involved in narcotics, associate of Charles “Lucky” Luciano, killed on November 4, 1953.

  Paul Antinori – son of Ignazio, involved in narcotics, died on September 12, 1963.

  Anthony Antone – associate, involved in the plot to murder Richard Cloud, executed by the State in January of 1984.

  Angelo Bedami Sr. – made member, involved in illegal gambling, died at age 86 on November 30, 1980.

  Ciro Bedami – made member, once active in illegal gambling, current president of Metro and G&C Stevedore Company.

  Joe Bedami Sr. – made member, arsonist, armed robber, suspected drug dealer, disappeared in August of 1968, presumed murdered.

  Angelo Bedami Jr. – associate, leader of large scale drug trafficking ring, turned government witness.

  Joseph Charles Bedami Jr. – associate, part of Acosta drug ring, central figure in Richard Cloud murder, served four years in prison for drug charges in the mid-1990s, reportedly no longer involved in the crime family.

  Ciro Spoto Bellucia – owner of Silver Meteor Bar, gambling figure, died at age 79 on April 19, 2001.

  Giuseppe Belitto – associate of Miami faction of crime family, pled guilty to gambling in 2001.

  Harlan “The Colonel” Blackburn – longtime leader of “cracker mob,” top gambling boss of Central Florida, close associate of Santo Trafficante Jr., died at age 79 on October 21, 1998.

  Eddie “El Gordo” Blanco – bolita figure from 1950’s through the 1970’s

  Vincent Bruno – owner of Capra’s Restaurant in Miami, liason between Cuban gamblers and Santo Trafficante Jr.

  James Guida Bruno – made member, lounge owner, died at age 73 on March 31, 1988.

  Joseph M. “Jo-Jo” Cacciatore – associate, uncle of Santo Trafficante Jr., narcotics kingpin in 1920’s, died at age 67 in December of 1967.

  John Favata Cacciatore – associate, bolita figure, died at age 86 on March 13, 1995.

  Sam Cacciatore – made member, bolita figure, oversaw “cracker mob” rackets for Tampa family, died at age 64 in June of 1981.

  Terry Cacciatore – associate, drug dealer, son of Joe M. Cacciatore.

  Louis Caggiano – associate, bookmaker.

  Sam Cagnina – gambling figure, died at age 72 in January of 1983.

  Sam “The Fat Man” Cagnina III – convicted Mafia hitman, associate of Harlan Blackburn and Victor Acosta, acquitted of murder conspiracy on August 6, 2002, currently incarcerated.

  Joseph Randall Camero – alleged made member, business partner of Santo Jose Trafficante, named in the Key Bank case.

  Joseph Campisi – Dallas crime family underboss, associate of Santo Trafficante Jr. and Carlos Marcello, friend of Jack Ruby, died of a heart attack at age 73 on January 12, 1990.

  Salvatore “Sam” Carollo – alleged made member, former developer in Pasco County.

  Joe Pino Casares – right hand man of Ignazio Antinori, father of football player Rick Casares, shot and killed by police on December 23, 1939.

  Sam Castellana – gambling figure, recorded over twenty arrests for bookmaking and gambling, died at age 69 on August 16, 1990.

  Tony “Doc” Castellana – alleged associate, gave Vincent LoScalzo his start in the liquor industry, died at age 67 on October 4, 1986.

  Luis Charbonier – associate, gambling figure, ran loansharking, cockfighting rackets, died at age 74 on May 31, 2001.

  Raul Charbonier – associate, gambling figure, operated the Char-Pal Lounge, died at age 73 on January 15, 2000.

  Julius Bruce Chiusano – Miami based associate of Trafficante and Gambino families, currently incarcerated.

  Joseph Cordovano – associate of Gambino and Tampa crime families, convicted drug trafficker, died at age 69 on January 8, 1997.

  Angel Daniel – bolita figure, testified at Kefauver Hearings, died at age 87 in December of 1975.

  John Dellaplata – alleged associate of Tampa and Gambino crime families, restaurateur, reputed ties to the Sicilian Mafia.

  John Demmi Sr. – bookmaker and restaurateur, close friends with Santo Jr., died at age 74 on March 14, 1989.

  William Vito Dentamarro a.k.a. Willie Dentamore – Miami based associate, involved with stolen securities, associate of Chicago and Gambino crime families.

  Alfonso Diecidue – patriarch of Diecidue family, close associate of mob boss Vincent Mangano, led effort by Diecidues to take over the Tampa crime family, died at age 75 on April 24, 1947.

  Nino “Anthony” Diecidue – associate, brother of Frank and Tom, died at age 96 on February 23, 1993.

  Frank “Daddy Frank” Diecidue – longtime underboss of crime family, owner of a vending machine company, ran illegal gambling rackets, died at age 79 on October 18, 1994.

  Gaetano “Tom” Diecidue – leader of “advisory council” to new guard of Tampa mob, died at age 90 on December 18, 1994.

  Joe R. “Baby Joe” Diez – associate, former bodyguard for Charlie Wall, political fixer and cattle rancher, died at age 81 on May 7, 1987.

  Joseph Digerlando – alleged made member, successful developer and restaurateur in Tampa, close associate of Vincent LoScalzo.

  Joe Distefano – political fixer, implicated in voting machine scandals of early 1970s, father-in-law of Vincent LoScalzo, died at age 81 on November 23, 1990.

  Michael DiVito – associate, ran gambling in Jacksonville for Trafficante family, died in 1959.

  James “Jimmy” W. Donofrio – associate, loanshark/extortionist, once active in liquor industry, died at age 90 on May 17, 2001.

  Oscar Echemendia – Cuban associate of Santo Trafficante Jr., died at age 82 on December 30, 1993.

  Virgilio Fabian – bolita figure, partner of Joe Pelusa Diaz and Eddie Blanco, died at age 92 on November 19, 2000.

  Sam “Toto” Ferrara – bodyguard of Joe Antinori, murdered, body found on May 7, 1960.

  Louis Figueredo Sr. – associate, bolita and gambling figure, died at age 70 in July of 1979.

  Louis H. Figueredo Jr. – associate, bookmaker, died at age 57 on August 8, 1989.

  Fred Fink – bookmaker, associate of Nick Scaglione and Detroit mob, died at age 74 in June of 1987.

  Harry Fontana – capo in Colombo crime family, president of Southport Stevedore in Tampa, died at age 79 in March of 1979.

  James “Jimmy Caggin” Fraterrigo – gambling and bolita figure, died at age 87 on January 15, 1991.

  Dominick “Nick” Furci – made member, bookmaker, managed cab companies in Tampa, died at age 76 on May 7, 1987.

  John Galatolo – convicted drug smuggler, made member of Madonia crime family in Sicily, business partner of Steve Raffa, currently serving a forty-five-year sentence for drug trafficking.

  Evaristo Garcia Sr. – owned the Deauville Hotel in Havana, close associate of Santo Trafficante Jr. in Miami, Cuban lottery kingpin.

  Evaristo Garcia Jr. – Miami-based gambling figure, son of Evaristo Sr., associate of Santo Trafficante Jr.

  Angelo Giglio – gambling figure, killed on September 22, 1952 with Rene Nunez.

  Paul Giglio – bolita figure, testified at Kefauver Hearings

  Benjamin Foy Gilford – triggerman in the murder of Richard Cloud, hung himself in jail on June 12, 1976.

  Manuel Gispert – associate and business partner of Frank Diecidue.

  Raul Gonzalez-Jerez – Cuban associate of Santo Trafficante Jr., died at age 58 on April 6, 1992.

  Steve Guggino – bookmaker, close associate of Henry Trafficante.

  Ellis Haskew – getaway driver in RIchard Cloud murder, testified at trial and put into witness protection.

  Benjamin “Bennie” Husick – Associate of Santo Trafficante Jr., member of Miami faction, once active in gambling ventures/bingo parlors, died at age 91 on April 19, 2002.

  Frank “Cowboy” Ippolito – bookmaker, associate of Henry Trafficante, reportedly “retired” from crime family.

  Ignazio Italiano – successful grocer and reputed mafioso, present at Hotel Statler meeting, associate of New York mob boss Joe Profaci, died at age 70 on August 11, 1930.

  Salvatore “Red” Italiano – Mafia power in Tampa, fled to Mexico in 1950 where he worked as a real estate salesman, died on November 15, 1968.

  Augustine “Primo” Lazzara – made member, bolita kingpin, died of a heart attack at age 61 on April 8, 1968.

  Joseph Dominic Lazzara – brother of Augustine, bar owner, associate of Johnny Rivera and Frank Diecidue, convicted money launderer, died at age 78 on December 1, 1999.

  Clyde Lee – former cracked mob lieutenant, currently working in law enforcement.

  Louis “Blackie” Llerandi – associate, involved in narcotics, gambling, murder, arson.

  James Costa Longo – made member, sat on “advisory council,” one-time bodyguard/driver of Santo Jr., died at age 81 on June 15, 1992.

  Salvatore “Silent Sam” Lorenzo – made member, uncle of Angelo Bedami Jr. and Joseph Bedami Jr., involved in illegal gambling and drug trafficking, died at age 68 on May 6, 1995.

  Angelo “The Hammer” LoScalzo – made member, father of Vincent, one-time bodyguard of Salvatore Scaglione, died at age 69 on May 14, 1977.

  Antonino LoScalzo – Vincent’s younger brother, associate of Marcello crime family of New Orleans, died of leukemia in 1975 at age thirty-two.

  Vincent Salvatore LoScalzo – alleged boss of the Trafficante crime family since 1987.

  James “Head of the Elks” Lumia – top mobster, close associate of Salvatore Italiano, killed at age 47 on June 5, 1950.

  John Mamone – made member, pled guilty to RICO in November 2001, currently incarcerated.

  Pasquale “Pat” Matassini – associate, counterfeiter, owner of numerous strip bars in Tampa Bay area, died after bypass surgery at age 71 on May 1, 1999.

  Salvatore J. Mattera – Miami based associate, Colombo family member, died at age 75 on November 10, 1991.

  Chili Mendoza – Cuban gangster, associate of Santo Trafficante Jr.

  Joseph Merola – Miami and Cuba based associate, died at age 72 in April of 1973.

  Ed Milam – Cracker mob leader, murdered in May of 1953.

  Lazaro Milian – Pit boss at Capri in Havana, Miami associate of Santo Trafficante Jr., active in Cuban lottery and gambling, died at age 71 on July 6, 1992.

  Joe Mistretta – made member, close to Santo Trafficante Jr., one-time bodyguard of Augustine Lazzara, died at age 82 on December 31, 1975.

  Valentino Mordini – bookmaker, associate of Trafficante family, ties to NY based Luchesse family, former owner/operator of Donatello’s restaurant in Tampa.

  Robert Napolitano – gambling figure, associate of James Valenti.

  Rene Nunez – gambling figure, killed on September 22, 1952, with Angelo Giglio.

  Arthur Perla/Vincenzio Michelizzi – member of “advisory council,” brother of Mario, died at age 89 on January 17, 1998.

  Mario Perla/Domenico Michelizzi – early Mafia figure, bolita figure, convicted arsonist, killed on October 17, 1939.

  Lou Pessolano – Miami based associate, died at age 76 in February of 1983.

  Phillip Piazza – made member, bolita/gambling figure, died at age 73 in 1975.

  Joseph Plescia – associate, bookmaker and bolita figure, died at age 72 on July 14, 1985.

  Giusseppe Priolla – associate of John DellaPlata and Sicilian Mafia, set up a hit on Dellaplata with an under-cover cop.

  Joe Provenzano – underworld figure, alleged killer of Jimmy Velasco.

  Lou “The Greek” Psoinos – associate, gambling figure.

  Steven Bruno Raffa – leader of Trafficante crime family’s Miami faction, committed suicide on November 16, 2000.

  Frank Ragano – longtime Tampa lawyer, represented Santo Trafficante Jr., James Hoffa, and a number of other Tampa mob figures, died at age 75 on May 13, 1998.

  Stefano Anthony Randazzo – made member of Cleveland crime family, associate of Santo Trafficante in Miami, died at age 80 in June of 1981.

  John “Scarface” Rivera – one-time bodyguard to Charlie Wall, bar owner/worker, involved in numerous gangland slayings, died at age 86 on May 21, 1995.

  Cesar A. Rodriguez – associate, Tampa bar owner, involved in “lounge wars” of the 1970s and indicted for political corruption in 1985.

  Joaquin Colmenaro Rodriguez – Miami based associate, died at age 65 in June of 1977.

  Rolando Rodriguez – bolita banker in the 1970’s.

  Norman Rothman – associate of Santo Trafficante, gunrunner in Cuba and Miami, died at age 70 in October of 1985.

  Evaristo “Tito” Rubio – lieutenant for Charlie Wall, ran gambling operations, killed on March 9, 1937.

  Joseph G. “Big Joe” San Fratello – associate, involved in armed robbery and stolen autos, died at age 55 on September 26, 1970.

  Alphonso “Al” Scaglione – made member, owner of restaurant and a fish camp, involved in illegal gambling, died at age 77 on February 5, 1996.

  Nick Scaglione – made member, top gambling man in Tampa for decades, owned bars and restaurants, died at age 77 on August 27, 1994.

  Salvatore Scaglione – made member, alleged at one time to be “acting boss” while Santo Jr. was in Cuba, died at age 72 on August 9, 1964.

  Stefano “Steve” Scaglione – made member, bolita operator, son of Salvatore Scaglione, died at age 77 on December 7, 1995.

  Lou “Babe” Silvers – Miami associate, close to Bennie Hussick and Thomas Altamura, disappeared on January 24, 1960, his bones were found a year later.

  Joseph Silvestri – associate of Miami faction, found guilty of money laundering on June 7, 2002, currently incarcerated.

  Joseph Spitaleri – associate of Miami faction, sentenced to five years in prison for telemarketing fraud on November 12, 2001.

  Charles Sulli – bolita figure, died at age 56 in December of 1967.

  Gaetano “Guy” Taormina – bolita figure associated with Steve Scaglione, died in 1984.

  Leo G. Toretta – gambling figure, died at age 85 on August 18, 1995.

  Charles “The Blade” Tourine – Miami-based mobster, died at age 74 in May of 1980.

  Epifano “Fano” Trafficante – brother of Santo, bar operator, died at age 72 on December 26, 1991.

  Enrico “Henry,” “The Man” Trafficante – made member, younger brother of Santo Jr., active in illegal gambling, currently “retired” from crime family business.

  Salvatore “Sam” Trafficante – made member, younger brother of Santo Jr., oversaw cracker mob rackets for the Mafia, died at age 85 on November 9, 2002.

  Santo Trafficante Sr. (alias: Santo Capello) – patriarch of the Trafficante family, boss of the Tampa Mafia from 1928 until his death from stomach cancer on August 10, 1954, led the Mafia’s ascension to the top of the Tampa underworld.

  Santo Trafficante Jr. (aliases: Louis Santos, J.B. Hill, Samuel Balto, Enrique Chacon, Sam Albano, Joe Fernandez, J. Gonzalez, Hayden Stone, T. Strong, Joe Garcia) – boss of the Tampa Mafia from August 1954 to his death from heart surgery on March 17, 1987 at age 72.

  Humberto Trueba – Miami-based associate of Santo Jr., gambling figure.

  Joe Vaglica – early Mafia power, attended Hotel Statler meeting in 1928, killed on July 11, 1937.

  Sam Vaglica – bookmaker, associate of Henry Trafficante, died at age 62 in January of 1981.

  James J. Valenti – alleged made membe.

  Frank Frattergio Vega – bookmaker, associate of Henry Trafficante, died at age 75 on March 11, 2002.

  Arturo “Arthur” Velasco – brother of Jimmy Velasco, bolita figure, convicted drug smuggler, died at age 88 on May 2, 2003.

  Jimmy Velasco – political fixer, bolita banker, killed on December 12, 1948.

  Eddie Virella – lieutenant for Charlie Wall, ran gambling operations, murdered on January 31, 1937.

  Charlie Williams – black numbers kingpin in St. Petersburg, killed on February 18, 1953.

  George “Saturday” Zarate – early drug and bolita kingpin, associate of Charlie Wall and Lucky Luciano, died at age 57 on August 23, 1955 in Cuba.

  


  Note: The designation of made members and associates is only applied here to individuals identified as such in local, state, or federal files. Any ascription of current status is made through information obtained through law enforcement or other sources and does in no way reflect the author’s opinion.
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