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INTRODUCTION

All houses wherein men have lived and died

Are haunted houses. Through the open doors

The harmless phantoms on their errands glide,

With feet that make no sound upon the floors.

We meet them at the doorway, on the stair,

Along the passages they come and go,

Impalpable impressions on the air,

A sense of something moving to and fro. - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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CHAPTER ONE CARL KOLCHAK THE PROTOTYPE
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My introduction to the world of the paranormal investigator did not come from Ed and Lorraine Warren. It came decades before I ever heard of them. It was during my childhood when I would watch reruns of a television series titled Kolchak The Night Stalker. The series was about a reporter who would encounter something strange or supernatural and then he would investigate it as if he was investigating any other kind of newsworthy event. He would not dismiss it no matter how strange or out of the ordinary. He would ask the basic questions that every reporter (not Journalist) would ask and these were, Who, What, When, Why, and How. From this, he would discover what he was dealing with and how to deal with it whether it was ghosts, vampires, zombies, werewolves, curses, or witchcraft. Carl Kolchak would find the answer because his life or the life of someone else was at stake. 

This show made me a lifelong fan of myths and legends. I have spent years studying and learning about folktales from all over the world thanks to that series. 

Yes, I understand that the cases that confronted him for the sake of ratings were way over the top. Rarely will a real-life paranormal investigator encounter a deadly entity but can happen. If Ed and Lorraine can be trusted then it happened to them on several occasions.  

What makes him a Great Paranormal investigator?

1, He is willing to trust the evidence.  Like all great reporters, he trusts what he personally observes and the evidence that is placed in front of him. In other words, if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck, and quacks like a duck then it is a duck, or in the case of the first film featuring this character, a vampire. In one of the opening scenes, the body of a female murder victim is found at a construction site. There is a hill and from the top of the hill, the body can be seen in the distance. Kolchak and the police detective walk down to look at the body. When the body is turned over they notice wounds to her throat. She lost a lot of blood but not here. Looking back at the way that they came, seeing that their footprints were the only footprints in the sand, it is clear that her body was thrown from the hill to where it was found, thrown at least twenty plus feet. The evidence suggests a vampire. He does not believe or disbelieve it. He follows the evidence until he is overwhelmed by it. They are dealing with an actual modern-day vampire. 

Understand that it is not skill so much as a willingness to accept one possibility after another until the evidence forms a complete picture. This is what the great paranormal investigators did. They did not go into a house believed to be haunted and do everything possible to prove that belief but rather they would go in with a mind open to all possibilities and eventually discover the truth that way. Many investigators who started out as skeptics became true believers by following this path. 

2. His way is to follow the investigative method almost without fail and this is to move from the evidence gathering stage to information analysis, to theory development to validation, and finally to forming reasonable ground to believe what all of the previous steps have led him to believe. This is a ruthlessly effective method that if or when questioned later will leave the paranormal investigator with firm ground to stand upon. 

QUOTES FROM THE SERIES:

VINCENZO: Did I misread or did you use the word “vampire”?

KOLCHAK: Some screwball who imagines he’s a vampire is loose in Las Vegas, and the people ought to be told.

VINCENZO: If there’s a screwball running around loose in Las Vegas, his last name begins with a K!

NEXT QUOTE:

KOLCHAK: Now, I was at the hospital yesterday, and a lot of things were happening that you just simply cannot explain away. Sheriff, your own men shot at him, some at point-blank range. How come it didn’t even slow him down? How come a man over 70 years old can outrun a police car? How come this same man when slugged in the head doesn’t even bleed?

NEXT QUOTE:


Carl Kolchak:
They booked me for her murder just like I thought they would, but then after 12 hours, they let me go. They never said why, but while I was sitting in Lt. Matteo's office waiting for execution. I happen to see a coroner's report on Catherine Rawlins. I quote the coroner "The tissue structure of the individual appeared to be that of a female species human who had been dead at least three years this is a medical conundrum for which I have no explanation". Three years!



LAST QUOTE:


Carl Kolchak:
Francois Edmonds, the deceased, was buried for a third time at public expense. A *third* time. However, this time rock salt was poured in his mouth, and his lips were sewn shut. City officials will deny this. But you can see it for yourself. If you'd care to venture out to St. Lucy's Cemetery and... exhume the corpse. Be my guest.



You could do worse than to take some time to watch the series and to study this inspirational fictional investigator in the same way that law enforcement officers have patterned their method of investigating crimes after Sherlock Holmes. 
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CHAPTER TWO JACQUES COLLIN DE PLANCY  
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Collin is regarded as a French occultist, demonologist, and also a writer. He managed to produce several written works in the two fields. He was born in the year 1793 in a region named Plancy now known as Plancy-l'Abbaye. His parents were Edme-Aubin Collin and Marie-Anne Danton. He was considered to be a free-thinker who was strongly influenced by the ideas of Voltaire. His primary profession was in printing and publishing in Paris. Between the years 1830 and 1837, he lived in Brussels before moving to the Netherlands. He later returned to France after his conversion to the catholic faith. 

Collin de Plancy, like most other demonologists who came before him, followed the tradition of cataloging demons according to their names and titles. Dictionnaire Infernal is his most renowned work published in the year 1863. Some images were added hence ensuring that its fame and recognition would grow over time. The imaginative drawings depicted the appearance of certain demons. The text documents beings, characters, deeds, causes of events, and memories associated with the magic and manifestations of hell on earth. It includes occult sciences, grimoires, jubilations, folktales, superstitions, several other forms of supernatural beliefs, and any and all things that he believed would relate to the subject.

After spending his entire life as an atheist, later in 1830, he suddenly became a devout catholic. Embraces all of the beliefs and practices of the church. Some of us look upon this as a natural step after his time spent investigating the supernatural (or as the old saying goes, “there are no atheists in a foxhole). He had most likely experienced the nature of true evil first hand and the embracing of religion as a counter to what he had encountered seems only logical. Despite this many of his friends and associates were shocked by his conversion. In 1846, he published the Dictionnaire Sciences Occultes et des Idées superstitious, a two-volume work that listed demons. It should be recognized that even though the Dictionnaire infernal was published in the year 1818 and ended up being extremely successful, the book was later republished in the year 1863 with illustrations added. These added pictures help to make the book a huge success.

The demon that emerged as the most famous from this text was Astaroth. The entity is represented as a skinny man with claws like those of a reptile and talon-like long hands and feet. The demon is hobbled over the back of another demon called the lupine, characterized by a massive pair of bat wings and a tail similar to a serpent. The demon’s face is defined as that of an ugly angel rendered as effete and thin.  

The demon, Astaroth, is of unique interest within Collins Dictionnaire and can be looked upon as a representation of the muddled cultural forces of the time, rationalism, superstition, the occult, and also systemization. Similarly, the demon may represent the romantic and enlightenment movements because Collins existed as a dutiful individual of emergent nationalism when the text was published.  

The final version of his most famous work was rewritten in parts by him to reflect his new found faith as a catholic.  

Jacques Collin de Plancy died in Paris, France on January 13th in 1881.

Jacques should be remembered as one of the founding fathers of the field of demonology and one of the most important parapsychologists to have ever lived. For those of you interested in the field I strongly suggest that you read this man’s most famous of books The Dictionnaire Infernal.  
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