
		
			
				 

			

		

		

		
			
				 

			

		

		
			
				
					Dear Parents:

					Congratulations! Your child is taking 

					the first steps on an exciting journey. 

					The destination? Independent reading! 

					Step into Reading® will help your child get there. The program offers five steps to reading success. Each step includes fun stories and colorful art or photographs. In addition to original fiction and books with favorite characters, there are Step into Reading Non-Fiction Readers, Phonics Readers and Boxed Sets, Sticker Readers, and Comic Readers—a complete literacy program with something to interest every child.

					Learning to Read, Step by Step!

					Ready to Read Preschool–Kindergarten

					• big type and easy words • rhyme and rhythm • picture clues

					For children who know the alphabet and are eager to 

					begin reading.

					Reading with Help Preschool–Grade 1

					• basic vocabulary • short sentences • simple stories

					For children who recognize familiar words and sound out 

					new words with help.

					Reading on Your Own Grades 1 –3

					• engaging characters • easy-to-follow plots • popular topics

					For children who are ready to read on their own.

					Reading Paragraphs Grades 2–3

					• challenging vocabulary • short paragraphs • exciting stories

					For newly independent readers who read simple sentences

					with confidence.

					Ready for Chapters Grades 2–4

					• chapters • longer paragraphs • full-color art

					For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books

					but still like colorful pictures.

					Step into Reading® is designed to give every child a successful reading experience. The grade levels are only guides; children will progress through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their reading. The F&P Text Level on the back cover serves as another tool to help you choose the right book for your child.

					Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step!

				

			

			
				 

			

			
			

			
			

			
			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

		

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					To my parents, who taught me the power of voting. And to Violet, who carries that power forward.

					—L.T.P.

					To Mom and Me-Me, who taught me about civic duties

					—A.H.

				

			

			
				
					Random House Books for Young Readers

					An imprint of Random House Children’s Books

					A division of Penguin Random House LLC

					1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019

					penguinrandomhouse.com

					stepintoreading.com

					rhcbooks.com 

					Text copyright © 2026 by L’Oreal Thompson Payton

					Cover art and interior illustrations copyright © 2026 by Alleanna Harris

					Penguin Random House values and supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices, promotes free speech, and creates a vibrant culture. Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and for complying with copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form without permission. You are supporting writers and allowing Penguin Random House to continue to publish books for every reader. Please note that no part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner for the purpose of training artificial intelligence technologies or systems.

					Step into Reading, Random House, and the Random House colophon are registered trademarks of Penguin Random House LLC.

					Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available upon request.

					ISBN 979-8-217-22850-8 (trade) — ISBN 979-8-217-22851-5 (lib. bdg.) — 

					ISBN 979-8-217-22852-2 (ebook)

					This book has been officially leveled by using the F&P Text Level Gradient™ Leveling System.

					The authorized representative in the EU for product safety and compliance is Penguin Random House Ireland, Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin D02 YH68, Ireland, 

					https://eu-contact.penguin.ie. 

					Random House Children’s Books supports the First Amendment and celebrates the right to read.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Violet Goes Voting
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								by L’Oreal Thompson Payton
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					Today is Tuesday.

					It is also Election Day!

					Mommy and Daddy are

					going to vote.

					I am going with them!

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Election Day is

					when people vote

					for their leaders.

					They may also vote

					on other things.

				

			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				
					Today is Tuesday.
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					Mommy and Daddy are

					going to vote.

					I am going with them!
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					Mommy says voting is

					how we make

					our voices heard.

					It helps make things better where we live.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					I want to vote, too!

					But Daddy says

					you must be at least 18 years old to vote.

					He promises

					my time will come.
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					I want to vote, too!

					But Daddy says

					you must be at least 18 years old to vote.

					He promises

					my time will come.

				

			

		

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Mommy explains

					that people

					who look like us

					could not always vote.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					She tells me

					brave people marched

					and worked hard

					to get the right to vote.
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					Finally,

					a law was passed

					that allowed everyone

					the right to vote!

					It was called

					the Voting Rights Act

					of 1965.
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					We start our walk

					to my school.

					That is where my parents will vote!
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					On our way,

					we see many people

					we know.

					They are going

					to vote, too.
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					People walk,

					drive cars,

					and take the bus.

					Some even ride bikes!

				

			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				
					On our way,

					we see many people

					we know.

					They are going

					to vote, too.

				

			

			
				
					People walk,

					drive cars,

					and take the bus.

					Some even ride bikes!

				

			

		

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					14

				

			

			
				
					We see signs

					for the candidates.

					These are people

					running for office.
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					Daddy explains

					that each one has

					different beliefs.

					But they all want

					our vote!
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					At last,

					we get to my school.

					We walk

					to the gym.
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					We wait in line.

					I squeeze Daddy’s hand.

					He smiles at me.
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OEBPS/scripts/region-magnificationator.js
/* Region-Magnificationator
 *
 * This JavaScript adds simple touch-to-popup functionality
 * 
 * It looks for elements with a data-mag-target attribute:
 * 
 * <div data-mag-target="page7_item1_1">...</div>
 * 
 * For ease of converting to KF8, intra-page popup order
 * should also be defined by setting an ordinal attribute.
 * This script, however, will ignore it:
 * 
 * <div data-mag-target="page7_item1_1" data-mag-ordinal="1">...</div>
 *
 * This script has no library dependencies.
 *
 * It is designed to work in both mouse and touch environments.
 */


/*
 * global variables
 */

var DEV_MODE = false; // set to true for console output on device

var MAX_TAP_DIAMETER = 50; // how far can finger stray before no longer tap?
var MAX_TAP_DURATION = 250; // milliseconds 
var PAGINATIONHOTSPOTWIDTH = 0.10; // percent of screen edges to reserve for page forward/backward
var MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-mag-target';

var currentlyShowing = null;
var startCoords = null;
var startTime = null;
var maxPageBackXValue;
var maxPageForwardXValue;

var isTextSelected = false;

/**
 * initialize
 * 
 * @function main
 */
function main() {

	// dev mode 
	if (DEV_MODE && 'ontouchstart' in window) {
		console = new MobileConsole();
	}
	
	// estimate position of page back/forward hotspots
	var windowWidth = document.getElementsByTagName('div')[0].offsetWidth;
	maxPageBackXValue = (windowWidth * PAGINATIONHOTSPOTWIDTH);
	minPageForwardXValue = windowWidth - maxPageBackXValue;

	// set up triggers
	var triggers = getTriggers();
	initializeTriggers(triggers);

	// use body as event backstop
	addEventListeners(document.body);

}

/**
 * find triggers
 * 
 * @function getTriggers
 * @return {Array<Element>} 
 */
function getTriggers() {
	var anchors = document.getElementsByTagName('div');
	var triggers = new Array();
	for( var i = 0; i < anchors.length; i++ ) {
		if (anchors[i].hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
			triggers.push(anchors[i]);
		}
	}
	return triggers;
}

/**
 * add event listeners and connect triggers
 * to popups
 * 
 * @function initializeTriggers
 * @param {Array<Element>} triggers
 */
function initializeTriggers(triggers) {
	for( var i = 0; i < triggers.length; i++ ) {
		addEventListeners(triggers[i]);
		// store ref to popup in trigger DOM object
		var targetId = triggers[i].getAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE);
		var popup = document.getElementById(targetId);
		if (!popup) throw Error('Invalid mag target: ' + targetId);
		triggers[i].jsPopupTarget = popup;
	}
}

/**
 * @function addEventListeners
 * @param {Element} el
 */
function addEventListeners(el) {
	if ('ontouchstart' in window) {
		console.log('adding touch events');
		el.addEventListener('touchstart', handleTouchStart, false);
		el.addEventListener('touchend', handleTouchEnd, false);
	} else {
		el.addEventListener('mousedown', handleTouchStart, false);
		el.addEventListener('mouseup', handleTouchEnd, false);
	}

}

/**
 * @function handleTouchStart
 * @param {Event} event
 */
function handleTouchStart(event) {
	isTextSelected = checkIfTextSelected();
	if (event.currentTarget === document.body || event.currentTarget.hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
		event.stopPropagation();
		startCoords = getCoordinates(event);
		startTime = (new Date()).getTime();
	}
}

/**
 * Determine if action should be taken
 * 
 * @function handleTouchEnd
 * @param {Event} event
 */
function handleTouchEnd(event) {
	if (event.currentTarget === document.body || event.currentTarget.hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
		if (startTime != null) {
			event.stopPropagation();
			var endTime = (new Date()).getTime();
			var duration = endTime - startTime;
			if (duration <= MAX_TAP_DURATION) {
				handleFullTouch(event);
			}
		}
	}
}

/**
 * If an event reaches this function,
 * consider it a proper touch event.
 * - If popup showing, hide it
 * - If trigger touched, show that popup
 * 
 * @function handleFullTouch
 * @param {Event} event
 */
function handleFullTouch(event) {
	// If user interacting with link, let it happen
	if (event.target.tagName.toLowerCase() !== 'a') {
		if (currentlyShowing != null && event.currentTarget === document.body) {
			hideAll();
			if (!isTextSelected) {
				// if text selected, don't prevent default
				// or user can't deselect
				event.preventDefault();
			} 
		} else if (event.currentTarget.hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
			event.preventDefault();
			var trigger = event.currentTarget;
			var popup = trigger.jsPopupTarget;
			if (popup != currentlyShowing) {
				show(popup);
			}
		}	
	}
}

/**
 * Determines if user has selected text
 * 
 * @function checkIfTextSelected
 * @return {boolean}
 */
function checkIfTextSelected() {
	var txt = '';
	if (window.getSelection) {
		txt = window.getSelection().toString();
	}
	if (txt == '' || txt == null) {
		return false;
	}
	return true;
}

/*
 * show popup
 * 
 * @function show
 * @param {Element} popup
 */
function show(popup){
	hideAll();
	popup.style.display = 'block';
	currentlyShowing = popup;
}

/*
 * hide all popups
 * 
 * @function hideAll
 */
function hideAll(){
	if ( currentlyShowing != null ) {
		currentlyShowing.style.display = 'none';
		currentlyShowing = null;
	}
}

/* ---------------- utilities ------------------- */

/**
 * get event coordinates
 * 
 * @function getCoordinates
 * @param {Event} event
 * @return {Object} containing x and y Number properties
 */
function getCoordinates(event) {
	var x;
	var y;
	if ( 'touches' in event ) {
		x = event.touches[0].pageX;
		y = event.touches[0].pageY;
	} else {
		x = event.pageX;
		y = event.pageY;
	}
	return {'x':x, 'y':y};
}

/**
 * get distance between points
 * 
 * @function getDistance
 * @param {Number} pointA
 * @param {Number} pointB
 * @return {Number}
 */
function getDistance(pointA, pointB) {
	return Math.sqrt( Math.pow((pointB.x - pointA.x),2) + Math.pow((pointB.y - pointA.y),2));
}

/**
 * is event single finger touch?
 * 
 * @function isSingleFingerEvent
 * @param {Event} event
 * @return {boolean}
 */
function isSingleFinger(event) {
	if ( 'touches' in event && event.touches.length > 1) {
		return false;
	}
	return true;
}

/**
 * add a class to a DOM element
 * 
 * @function addClass
 * @param {Element} el
 * @param {String} className
 */
function addClass(el, className) {
	var newClassAtt = '';
	/*
	 * remove existing occurrences
	 */
	var currentClassNames = el.className.split(' ');
	for( var i = 0; i < currentClassNames.length; i++ ) {
		if ( currentClassNames[i] != className ) {
			newClassAtt += ' ' + currentClassNames[i];
		}
	}
	// now add to end		
	newClassAtt += ' ' + className;
	// remove space that may have been added to beginning
	newClassAtt = newClassAtt.trim();
	el.className = newClassAtt;
}

/**
 * check if DOM element has class
 * 
 * @function hasClass
 * @param {Element} el
 * @param {String} classToCheck
 * @return {boolean}
 */
function hasClass(el, classToCheck){
	var existingClasses = el.className.split(' ');
	for( var i in existingClasses ) {
		if( existingClasses[i] == classToCheck ) {
			return true;
		}
	}
	return false;
}

/**
 * By overriding the console with an instance
 * of this class, you can get console output
 * on mobile devices.
 * @class MobileConsole
 */
function MobileConsole() {
    this.outputElement = document.createElement("div");
    document.getElementsByTagName('div')[0].appendChild(this.outputElement);
    var style = 'font-size:0.8em;position:absolute;background-color:rgba(100,150,255,0.5);max-width:40%;top:10px;left:10px;';
    this.outputElement.setAttribute('style',style);
}
/**
 * @method log
 */
MobileConsole.prototype.log = function(txt) {
    var p = document.createElement('p');
    p.setAttribute('style','margin:0;text-indent:0;');
    p.innerHTML = txt;
    this.outputElement.appendChild(p);
}

window.addEventListener('load', main, false);
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