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To all my White friends, start listening to my stories!  This is the black person’s handbook or a blueprint for life. It is a simple guide to equity and antiracism.  It is also an antiracist guidebook for the survival of all people of color living, visiting or passing through the United States of America as tourists, home or business owners, international students, athletes, business people or diplomats on diplomatic mission.  
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Chapter 1

Tamir Rice should have still been alive at the time of this writing.  He was only 12 years old when he was shot and killed by Cleveland Police after officers mistook his toy gun for a real weapon.  He was shot playing with his toy.  That was how it came down in the USA.  How many children can be seen playing with their birthday, Christmas, and other occasions toys? These children can be seen participating in pretend play or imaginary play.  They can be seen playing in the living room of their home under the supervision of their parents who bought them the toys in the first place.  They can be seen playing outside in the back yard or in front of their house.  In the past few years, all reasoning parents would not dare let their children get out of their home with what could be mistaken for a real gun, a real weapon.  After the death of many unarmed young men shot by police, those parents have realized it is not worth the pain of having to bury one of their loved one after doing a gesture most parents do.  Buying a toy gun for their children who will risk taking it outside to play could cause too much pain.  After all, all it takes is for another person, usually and unfortunately, a white neighbor, to call the police to report that a person with a gun is brandishing it.  Given the fact that the caller is white and the alleged perpetrator or carrier of a weapon is black, brown or Asian, the response from police will be immediate.  The 911 call and the dispatcher will not end before the police officers have the time to reach the scene or the address.  It has been like their damsel is in danger.  Officers have to rush to the site of the crime to save them.  On most of the Emergency calls provoking immediate response, the incident that generated the call could be because two neighbors do not like each other and are fighting over the placing of trash bins on trash pickup days, or the car that is parked a few inches on a public street in front of their house, or a dog digging a hole underneath the fence to go explore the other side of the fence, or a barking German shepherd that wakes up neighbors, or any other petty matters.  Some of the reasons a neighbor may want a black homeowner to have a hard time living in his or her own home is due to the pretended or alleged devalue of their home.  The black homeowner does not add value to their white homeowner’s property.  It does not matter who was living there first.  What seems to matter is whether the white homeowner’s property will be devalued or increased in value over time.  By making the black homeowner’s life miserable, he or she may resort to selling the home and moving away.  It does not matter how long the black homeowner had been living in his/her home.  It does not matter how long he or she had been saving before buying their first home when the white homeowner has bought hundreds of homes over the years, lived in them for a few years to raise their value before moving to the next hot zip code or fancy homes or just turning them into group homes.

In most cases, the interaction of police officers and black homeowners or residents does not always end well.  In the case of Tamir Rice, the two police officers involved, Timothy Loehmann and Frank Garmback, have not been charged.

Rice's family has filed wrongful death lawsuit against the officers and the city of Cleveland.

Trayvon Martin was 17-year-old when he was gunned down by a half-hispanic neighborhood guardsman who claimed he was being attacked by the minor.  

Trayvon Martin was returning to his father’s girlfriend’s home on a February night in 2012.  His hoodie was up in a light rain.  Martin’s killer, George Zimmerman, was a neighborhood volunteer watchman.  Zimmerman saw 17-year-old Martin and called the police to report a ‘suspicious person, up to no good.’  First, Zimmerman called the police, then minutes after, he opened fire on the minor.  A bullet from Zimmerman’s gun ended up being lodged in Martin’s chest.  He fell down to the ground.  The news of this report shocked most Americans, children as well as parents, grandparents as well as aunts and uncles.  

Now the question to ask is whether Zimmermam thought that Martin was suspicious because he was black.  Using Florida’s law ‘Stand your ground,’ Zimmerman was able to get out of problem and jail.  He said he fired in self-defense as he was being attacked.

Just like in the case of Emmett Till, black parents started paying close attention to their black boys and black girls. Whether some people will say that Trayvon Martin was at the wrong place, no 17-year-old boy or girl deserved to be shot to death coming out of a store.  

Emmett Till and Trayvon Martin were two young African-American boys who did not deserve to die the way they did.  In Till’s case, two white men abducted him, pistol-whipped, shot him, then dumped him in a river with a weight-barbed wire around his neck.  

Martin’s death took place under the administration of a black president. Obama was president of the United States when Martin was shot to death.  Even under Obama, the presence of a black president

In the case of Michael Brown, he was 18 years old when he was shot by officer Darren Wilson.  After weeks of nightly protests, a grand jury declined to charge Wilson in the fatal shooting.  The lack of charges in Michael Brown’s death led to violent protests and property destruction.  The city of Ferguson had to look at the roots of the problems the city was facing.  The businesses that were destroyed took
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