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Brown County State Park

Adventures in Brown County and Nashville, Indiana

Indiana State Park Travel Guide Series

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Brown County State Park

Brown County Indiana State Park offers visitors a premier hiking experience as well as wonderful camping opportunities. This guidebook includes the history of the park as well as historical and tourism information for Brown County, and Nashville Indiana.  

Lodging, Camping and Hiking

Brown County State Park offers over 12 miles of hiking trails as well as well as 25 miles of mountain biking trails. Campers can enjoy a variety of camping and lodging choices from family friendly Abe Martin Inn to family cabins and campsites ranging from modern electric campgrounds as well as primitive and group camping. 

Horse Campground

Equestrians can bring their horses to ride the extensive horse trail system and camp in the horseman campground. If you don't have your own horse, horses are available to ride on guided tours.  

Nature Adventures

Explore the Brown County countryside by visiting the nature preserves in and around Brown County. Yellowwood State Forest, Hitz-Rhodehamel Nature Preserve, Laura Hare Nature Preserve at Downey Hill, Trevlac Bluffs Nature Preserve as well as several others provide some unique nature exploring experiences to view birds and other wildlife. The Hoosier National Forest and Monroe Lake also provide other outdoor experiences. The gardens and art studio of T. C. Steele are nearby, affording visitors a chance to explore the idyllic beauty of this Indiana artists home and grounds. 

Nashville and Brown County Indiana

Nearby Nashville's quaint shops and restaurants are just a short drive from the park. The Brown County Historical Museum Pioneer Village allows visitors an insight into the history of Brown County with several pioneer structures and displays depicting the early settlement of Brown County.
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Brown County State Park

P.O. Box 608

Nashville, IN 47448

(812) 988-6406

https://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2988.htm

West Gate – 1405 S.R. 46 W.

GPS: 39.17648001,-86.2657938

North Gate – 1801 S.R. 46 E.

GPS: 39.19313325,-86.21656259

Brown County State Park Facts:

15, 696 acres

10 trails - 12 miles

70 miles bridle trails and saddle barn

24 Mountain Bike Trails

20 miles of roads provide nice vistas of the scenic, hilly country near the park.

Several picnic areas, two small lakes.
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Southern Indiana

The southern one third of the state has never, as far as geologists can tell, been covered by glaciers. This region has some of Indiana's most ancient soils and terrain. Most of the state's bedrock layer consists of limestone, dolostone, sandstone, and shale. Much of southern Indiana is underlaid with limestone. Much of the southern area consists of Karst landscape. In this type of landscape acidic groundwater flows through the limestone bedrock, dissolving it. This action over time creates sinkholes in the surface, underground caverns and disappearing streams. One predominant feature of south central Indiana is the Knobstone Escarpment. Brown County State Park is located in the an area that bears the name Knobstone Escarpment, which in turn is one of four parts of a region termed the Norman Upland. 

Knobstone Escarpment

The Knobstone Escarpment includes some of Indiana's most rugged terrain. It stretches from Brown County State Park in the north to the Ohio River. The region's main geologic features include steep hills, deep ravines and rock composed mostly of silica rich siltstone. Elevations range from 360 feet near the mouth of the Wabash River to Weed Patch Hill, which has an elevation of 1,056 feet above sea level. This hill is in Brown County State Park and is the third highest elevation in Indiana. The Brown County Fire Tower is located on this hill.
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Nashville Resident Lee Bright receives credit for his extensive efforts that led to the creation of Brown County State Park. 

Lee Bright (December 13, 1890 - June 21, 1967)

The son of Solomon D. and Rachel Kirts Bright, Lee was native to Nashville, Indiana. 

Lee and Ruth Williams married August 26, 1916. The couple would have one child. Bright was involved in the real estate business. He had partnered with James A. Williamson to establish the Bright and Williams Insurance Agency. He was an active Mason and Scottish Rite. In the last years he was heavily involved in Christmas tree production and belonged to the Christmas Tree Growers Association. Bright had also played a key role in the State of Indiana's acquisition of land that later became Brown County State Park. 

Bright's Efforts

Nashville and Brown County needed an economic boost and Bright believed that the establishment of a State Park in the beautiful Brown County hills would provide this stimulus. At this time the State of Indiana did not have the authority to purchase lands for a state park. The Indiana Conservation Commission did, however. Bright made several unproductive attempts to visit Colonel Richard Lieber, the Director of the Indiana State Department of Conservation. He next turned his attention on local game warden Fred Ahlers, who was an avid hunter in the Brown County area. Lee hoped to have the state purchase land for a fish and game reserve in Brown County. Ahlers contacted Superintendent of the Division of Fish and Game, George N. Mannfield, who in turn managed to get an appointment for Lee to meet with Lieber. 

Brown County State Game Preserve

With Lieber's help Lee was appointed agent in charge of purchasing land in Brown County for a reserve. The state purchased 11,810.41 acres of land and Brown County State Game Preserve opened to the public in 1924. 

Brown County State Park

The Indiana General Assembly approved an act in 1927 that allowed counties to gift land to the State of Indiana for use as state Parks. Using this law, Lee gathered 200 signatures on a petition that requested the Brown County Commissioners purchase 1000 acres of land to add to the reserve. By December 3, 1928 the County had purchased 1,059 and transferred this huge tract of land to the State to add to the reserve for the purpose of establishing a state park. Lee's efforts paid off with the opening of Brown County State Park in 1929. 

Bright's Death

Bright died on June 21, 1967 a week after receiving the quarterly award of the Brown County Realtor's Association. He is interred at Greenlawn Cemetery near Nashville. 

Ramp Covered Bridge

Workers from the Department of Conservation dismantled a covered bridge near Fincastle, Indiana and re assembled it at the north entrance of Brown County State Park in 1932. There will be a separate article about Ramp Creek Covered Bridge later in the book. 

CCC in Brown County State Park

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) Battalion #1557 arrived in the park during June 1934. Many of the hills that make up the park had been deforested by timbering, thus the first tasks faced by CCC workers was to plant trees to reforest these steep slopes. These men planted 1,000,000 Scotch, white and red pine and 21,450 Norway spruce. They also planted vast groves of Black Locust, Black Walnut and other trees. As the workers cleared trees to construct the roads and overlook areas, they used the timber to construct many of the structures found today in the park. They also quarried stone from a site in the park near Five Points, using the sandstone to build foundations, ovens and shelters. A small village named Kelp had been located within the confines of the park. The village had largely disappeared by the time the park was established. The former town served as a site for the CCC camp to locate, using many of the facilities of the former village. CCC workers constructed some small barracks and a mess hall. CCC workers also constructed Lake Ogle in 1935. The West Shelter, many of the trails, shelters and other buildings were constructed by the CCC as well. 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

Established by executive order on April 5, 1933 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the CCC served as one of the most important parts of Roosevelt's New Deal program to deal with the high unemployment during the Great Depression. The United States Army helped provide transportation for the men that would work on environmental conservation projects around the United States. By July 1, 1933 the CCC had established 1433 camps around the country, providing jobs for 300,000 men. By
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