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About the Author 

Gary Lord is recognized internationally as an artist, teacher, author and television personality. He owns and operates Gary Lord Wall Options and Associates, Inc., (www.WallOptions.com) which executes all of his commercial and residential decorative finishing contacts. Wall Options won first place in three Painting and Decorating Contractors of America national competitions and was named best faux finisher in the nation in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006 by Painting and Wallcovering Contractor. In 2007 Gary was named to Who’s Who in the Painting Industry for Decorative Painting by the American Painting Contractor, and in 2009 was honored with Strathmore’s Who’s Who.

Gary also operates Prismatic Painting Studio (www.prismaticpainting.com) which allows him to teach his extensive faux finishing skills to others, nationally and internationally.

Gary has appeared on HGTV’s Decorating with Style and The Carol Duvall Show, the PBS show Paint! Paint! Paint! and The Discovery Channel’s Christopher Lowell Show. Gary writes numerous articles on decorative painting for Faux Effects World, The Artist’s Magazine, The Faux Finisher, Artistic Stenciler, The Decorative Painter, Profiles in Faux, Paint Pro, American Painting Contractor and Architectural Living, among others. This is Gary’s fifth North Light book; his previous books include Great Paint Finishes for a Gorgeous Home, Marvelous Murals You Can Paint, It’s Faux Easy, and Mural Painting Secrets For Success.

Visit Gary at www.ItsFauxEasy.com for more information on how-to videos, faux-finishing tools and products, and sample kits.
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THE IDEA FOR THIS BOOK resulted from the success of my earlier book titled It’s Faux Easy with Gary Lord. In that book I was able to share 30 different decorative painting finishes that could be easily executed by beginning DIY’ers or by professional decorative painters at any stage of their career. It has been since 2004 that I compiled those finishes for publication. Many of the finishes in that book I still do today. But there are now so many new things that were not even thought of at that time and the years since.

One of the great joys (and sometimes frustrations) of the field of decorative painting is that it is always evolving and changing into something new and different. Colors, textures, stencil designs, tools, products, and application techniques are constantly moving forward. This allows us as artists to continue to be creative in an endless variety of ways. The pursuit of that next elusive breathtaking finish with a new twist to it is what I find most enjoyable about being an artist. So it is in this book I will share some of those new ideas with you. My goal is to be forward thinking and anticipate where the design market will be heading in the future and offer you projects that will take you there.

The designs in It’s Faux Easy were almost 100 percent mine or my staff ’s. In this new book I wanted to do something different. My most recently published book titled Mural Painting Secrets for Success (2008, North Light Books) was a collection of the mural works of 21 different artists. Each artist offered his or her own unique style and techniques for displaying mural elements. I felt that book was a great way to showcase many people’s talents and their individual styles of painting. The work of those artists, plus some of my own work, enabled readers to see a wide variety of techniques not possible by one artist alone.

My publisher and I both felt there was a continuing demand for a new book on decorative painting that showcased the latest techniques and faux finishing products on the market. We decided to invite some of the finest, most creative professionals working in this field to share with you their newest ideas for decorative painting projects that you can do in your own home just by following the easy step-by-step instructions in this book. We also decided to include a DVD of five demos plus a stunning gallery of photos showing additional work by these artists that will inspire and encourage you to try these painting ideas for yourself.

Where did all the artists in this book and DVD come from, you may wonder? After the concept of the book was conceived, I posted invitations on many open forums and websites seeking submissions of new, cutting-edge finishes for the book. I deliberately sought out unpublished artists to supply many of the projects—there is such a wonderful wealth of talent out there that I wanted to showcase the work of some of those up-and-coming artists. We had over a thousand different submissions from all over the country. I wish we could have included everyone but unfortunately that was not possible. The selected submissions went before a committee who, after careful consideration, narrowed it down to what you will see in this book. We are very pleased with the results and hope you will be as well.
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THIS SECTION will teach you what you need to know about preparing your surfaces for painting, repairing problem areas, and how to use basic painting tools and techniques. You’ll also discover a wide variety of specialized products and tools that artists have developed over the years to help them create many of the spectacular decorative painting finishes featured in this book. Some are tex-turizing products such as Venetian plaster, one of the most beautiful and popular wall finishes used in homes today. Others are metallic paints and foils that lend a rich sheen to almost any surface. If you decide to try some of the finishes in this book for yourself, take advantage of all the products and tools that are available these days to help ensure your success. You’ll find complete product listings in the Resources section in the back of this book.
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[image: d01] STAINED WOOD MODELLO FLOOR Today’s faux finishes are no longer limited to walls and ceilings. Now you can paint on any surface you want, including floors (indoor and outdoor), furniture, doors, cabinets, and so much more. The stunning floor treatment shown here can be achieved using familiar products like wood stains combined with new techniques like Modello Designs decorative vinyl patterns. You’ll find this floor design demonstrated.


SURFACE INSPECTION 
General surface preparation should start with a close inspection of the areas you are painting. You want to look for any nail pops, stress cracks, dings or dents in the walls, previous patch jobs, loose or bad caulking around moldings, flaking or cracking paint, water marks, smoke damage or dirty surfaces. Make sure you do these inspections while the lighting in the room is good, as it is very easy to miss spots in poor lighting. You could also use a halogen lamp and shine it on your surfaces to help find any problem areas. Usually when I am making my inspection, I use small pieces of blue low-tack adhesive tape to mark any areas in need of repair. I also keep this tape by the areas being repaired until the repair work is complete, since it is often hard to see your spackled spots on white walls. Please note that you should not begin repairing the walls until you have completed the room preparation described below.

PROTECT THE FLOORS 
Cover the floors with drop cloths. Use butyl rubber-backed drop cloths so paint can’t soak through them. For hardwood floors or wall-to-wall carpet, I cover the baseboards using a tape dispenser and 6- to 12-inch (15cm to 31cm) kraft paper that extends beyond the baseboard to cover the edge of the floor. This saves me a tremendous amount of cleanup in the long run. Even though I put drop cloths over the entire floor, they tend to pull away from the wall, allowing the floor to be exposed to the risk of paint spatters. The paper shield helps protect the floors from paint spatters even if the drop cloth shifts.

PROTECT TRIM & CEILINGS 
If I am doing a basecoat, I don’t mask out the trim and ceiling areas. I just carefully cut into them with my cut brush. But if I am applying a decorative paint finish, which can be messy, I protect these areas using 2-inch (5cm) blue tape on the trim and, for the ceilings, either 2-inch (5cm) blue tape or 6-inch (15cm) kraft paper applied with a tape gun and 1-inch (2.5cm) blue tape. I then use a 4-inch (10cm) Whizz roller and roll my basecoat right against the tape. This is much faster than cutting the trim in by hand with a brush.

PROTECT THE FURNITURE 
I try to move all small pieces of furniture and pictures out of the room. I throw 9 x 12-foot (3m x 4m) sheets of plastic over all of the furniture remaining in the room. This may sound like a lot of work, but I have found that if you paint often enough, you will spill paint at some point. (For any of my clients who are reading this, I did not spill paint on your job.) However, it is better to be safe than sorry. In my career I have spilled paint dozens of times. But because of my good prep work, I have never had to buy a new carpet or piece of furniture.

SURFACE REPAIR 
Once you prepare the room, you can then attend to the areas that need repair. If the walls are extremely dirty or greasy, wash them first. You can use a product like Soilax or TSP (tri-sodium phosphate) to clean the surfaces. Make sure you clean the walls from the floor up to the ceiling. When you clean this way, you avoid streaking the walls with cleaning solution. If you have bare drywall, lightly dust the walls before you prime them to make sure your paint will bond properly to the drywall board.

REPAIR CRACKING PAINT 
Next, I scrape off any loose or cracking paint and then use spackling compound and a putty knife to fill any surface irregularities. Most compounds shrink a little, so leave more on the surface to account for this possible shrinkage. Once the areas are dry, sand them with medium to fine sandpaper until smooth. Sometimes it’s easier to feel the texture with your hands than to see it with your eyes. You can spot-prime these areas if there are only a few, but if there are a lot, it’s easier just to prime the whole wall.

REPAIR CAULKING 
If the caulking is bad, remove any loose areas and re-caulk with a good tube of paintable acrylic caulking. It is worth buying the better caulking product because it lasts longer than the inexpensive brands.




Surface Preparation 

There are a variety of needs for different surface preparations. The following instructions are generalizations only, and each area may vary. If you are ever in doubt as to what to do to get an area ready, just make your surface as smooth as possible and clean off any dirt, grease or wax contaminants before painting.

At the beginning of each demonstration in this book, the artist will list the type of paint basecoat and color. I switched over to a waterbased system about 14 years ago, mostly for my health, the safety of my employees and clients, as well as ever-increasing environmental regulations. I can truly say I am happier, and feel I am a better artist with greater products to choose from. So, all prep work in this book is geared toward waterbased products and techniques.

OVER OIL-BASED PAINT First, a tip for you: An easy way to tell if your surface is painted with oil is to take a cotton ball and put denatured or isopropyl alcohol on it. In an obscure area, rub it onto your paint. If the paint is removed or gets soft and gummy, it is a waterbased paint. If it stays hard and firm, it is an oil-based paint. If it is an oil-based paint, you should do a light sanding on the surface with a fine to medium sandpaper. Then dust off the surface and apply a waterbased paint that will adhere to an oil-based paint surface. There are many
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