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    DedicationTo every woman, man, and young personwho has been left in a wilderness not of your choosing,who has sat under a tree and wept when the water ran out, who has heard the voice of God in the most unexpected place,and who dared to rise again.
God saw you then. He sees you now. 
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To every woman, man, and young person

who has been left in a wilderness not of your choosing,

who has sat under a tree and wept when the water ran out, who has heard the voice of God in the most unexpected place,and who dared to rise again.

God saw you then. He sees you now.
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I have had the privilege of serving in ministry alongside many gifted women and men of God, but few carry the particular combination of spiritual fire, pastoral tenderness, and personal testimony that distinguishes the ministry of Rev. Vida Ama Anderson. When she brought this manuscript to my attention, I received it not merely as a book to review but as a word that the Spirit of God has been shaping through years of real-life ministry on the ground in Mpraeso.

The story of Hagar is one of the most overlooked and most urgently needed narratives in all of Scripture for the moment we are living in. She is a woman without privilege, without a support system, without a map for the road ahead. She is sent into the wilderness not because she failed but because someone else's crisis became her displacement. And yet God finds her. Not once, but twice.

That is the heartbeat of this book. It is not a motivational text that tells you your problems are smaller than they appear. It tells you something far more powerful: that the God who sees you in the wilderness has already provided for you there, and that the life of purpose He designed for you before the foundation of the world has not been cancelled by the difficulty you are walking through today.

Rev. Anderson writes as a pastor who has walked alongside the women and men in her congregation through real seasons of loss, displacement, financial collapse, relational breakdown, and spiritual desolation. She does not theorize about the wilderness. She has sat with people in it. And she brings to this text a prophetic clarity and a devotional warmth that I believe will serve the body of Christ far beyond the walls of VBCI Mpraeso.

I encourage you to read this book slowly. Let it do its work. The word God spoke to Hagar at the well of Beer-lahai-roi is still speaking. And if you are in a wilderness right now, I want you to know what this book will make plain: it is not easy, but you can make it possible, because the God who called you is the God who provides.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah

Senior Associate Minister

Victory Bible Church International
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Preface
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This book was born in a hospital waiting room.

I was sitting with a woman from our congregation, a faithful mother of four, who had just been told that her husband had left her for another woman, that her lease was being terminated in thirty days, and that her eldest son had been arrested that same morning. In the space of one afternoon, her entire world had collapsed around her. She sat beside me, dry-eyed and very still, and said: 'Pastor, I know God is real. But I cannot feel Him. And I do not know how I am going to survive this.'

I did not have a sermon for her in that moment. What I had was Hagar.

I began to talk her through the story, not as a theological lecture but as a companion narrative for the road she was standing at the beginning of. I told her that Hagar had also lost everything, her home, her standing, her future, in a single day. That she had also sat in a wilderness with no resources and a child she could not bear to watch die. That she had also been reduced to the point of complete helplessness before God opened her eyes to see what had already been provided.

By the time I finished, she was weeping, but differently. Not the paralyzed weeping of shock. The releasing weeping of someone who has recognized their story in someone else's and understood, for the first time, that survival is actually possible.

This book is for her. And for every person who has sat in a wilderness not of their choosing and wondered whether they would come out of it alive.

The answer is yes. It is not easy. But you can make it possible.

Rev. Vida Ama Anderson

Mpraeso, Ghana
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