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    To my dear friends from New River.
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A BEAKED SKULLED HUMAN

Joins mystery companions

From worlds all around
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WITH WINGED SHOULDERS

Large eye and ecstatic crown

Which glyph marks his song?
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SKULL WITH TATOO DESIGNS


Marks Birdman well enough

Between life and death
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WINGED BIRDMAN DANCES

With head in hand, racoon pelt,

And fancy headdress
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OUR SKELETAL MAN

Has an overlapping twin

Spirit companion
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FOUR-BIRD MANDALA

Safeguarding the mystery 

Something that’s hidden
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A GOLDEN OGEE

Graces your inner torso

What world is opened?
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SWIRLING MANDALA

From sacrum, body’s center

Flowing out and inwards
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SERPENT MOUND WEAVING

River snake spewing a sun,

Or egg soon to birth?
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PELVIS TO HAND-EYE

Opening sacred portal 

Touching what beyond?
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EMERALD CITY

Mounds align to Sister Moon

Where, her beating heart?    
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A COMPOSITE BEAST

The Netherworld’s denizen

Have you faced yours yet? 
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BIRGER FIGURINE

Is hoeing the feline snake

Opening your wound 
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BIRDMAN FIGHTS THE BEAST

Shedding its coppery scales

Gifts, we’re to pick up
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A WINGED SPIDER WEAVES

Eight legs arrayed, protecting 

A gift at her center 
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A SHELL MANDALA

From sixteen, twelve, four, to one 

The center, the soul.
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BIRDMAN’S FEATHERED CROWN

Merged with his soul’s companion 

Hoeing our rebirth
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Illustrations Used in Overlays
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Birdman, Copper Repousse plate, Late Braden style, Missouri 1200-1400 29.9 cm Cultural hero, morning star with warrior paraphernalia. (Figure horizontally inverted.) In Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand, edited by Townsend R & Sharp, R. The Art Institute of Chicago in Association with Yale University Press. (p. 114.) New Haven and London.






Skull Design from ceramic bowl, Hempville Style Heads, Moundville, Ala. In Visualizing the Sacred, edited by Lankford, G, Reilly, F. & Garber, J. (Figure 205) Austin University of Texas Press.

Dancing Birdman carrying head, Copper Plate from Mound C at Etowah, Classic Braden Rogan Plates. In Visualizing the Sacred, edited by Lankford, G, Reilly, F. & Garber, J. (Figure 12.8a) Austin University of Texas Press.






Entwined twin heads/snake forms Shell Gorget, Engraved shell gorget with double dancers, Spaghetti  design, Tennessee, Hamilton County. 1000-1450 marine shell 17.2 cm. In Ancient Objects and Sacred Realms: Interpretations of Mississippian Iconography, edited by Reilly, F. & Garber, J. (p. 162). Austin: University of Texas Press.






Four bird mandala, Shell Gorget from Tenn. Valley region, Cos Mound Style, marine shell 8.5 cm 1000-1400. In Ancient Objects and Sacred Realms: Interpretations of Mississippian Iconography, edited by Reilly, F. & Garber, J. (p. 9). Austin: University of Texas Press.






Ogee Oval with scallop design, Disc, Arkansas.  In Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand, edited by Townsend R & Sharp, R. The Art Institute of Chicago in Association with Yale University Press. (p. 159.) New Haven and London.






Spiral (triskele ) design , engraved shell gorget Tennessee, Williamson county, marine shell, 1000-1450. In Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand, edited by Townsend R & Sharp, R. The Art Institute of Chicago in Association with Yale University Press. (p. 159.) New Haven and London.






Serpent Mound, Adams County, Ohio. Ohio Historical Society.






Rayed circle with Ogee, and Hand-and-eye. Oblong copper pendant with embossed design. Hempville Style, Moundville, Alabama 1250-1500, 13 cm.  In Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand, edited by Townsend R & Sharp, R. The Art Institute of Chicago in Association with Yale University Press. (p. 175.) New Haven and London.






Map of Emerald City. From Pauketat, T. Alt, S. & Kruchten J.  2017. The Emerald Acropolis: elevating the moon and water in the rise of Cahokia. Antiquity: 91(355) 207-222. doi:10.15184/aqy.2016.253.






Underwater Spirit, Picture Cave Missouri. In Picture Cave, edited by Diaz-Granados, C., Duncan J., & Reilly, F. (p. 53). Austin: University of Texas Press. 






Birger Figurine: Woman hoeing feline-headed snake, Old Grandmother, Old Woman Who Never Dies. 14 cm Illinois, Madison County, BBB Motor site. 1100-1200. In Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand, edited by Townsend R & Sharp, R. (p. 134) New Haven and London: The Art Institute of Chicago in Association with Yale University Press.






Dancing Birdman with war regalia and ogee. Copper repousee plates, probable late Braden style, Leon County Florida. In Ancient objects and Sacred Realms: Interpretations of Mississippian Iconography, edited by Reilly, F. & Garber, J. (p. 79) Austin: University of Texas Press.






Winged Spider, Bradon B. Style shell cup fragment. In Ancient objects and Sacred Realms: Interpretations of Mississippian Iconography, edited by Reilly, F. & Garber, J.  (p. 52) Austin: University of Texas Press. 






Mandala with Cross and circle design in the center, engraved shell
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