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Should You Keep

God’s Holy Days or Demonic Holidays?

 


By Bob Thiel, Ph.D.






Are God’s feast days listed in the Bible?

Which days did Jesus
keep?

Which days did the Apostles keep?

Which days did the early followers of Christ
keep?

Do you observe any
holidays?

Do you know where they came from?

Do you know why you and others may observe them?

Do any have religious connotations?

Might you be observing demonic
holidays?

Does it matter to God what days you may keep?

If you believe that you are Christian, are you
possibly celebrating demonic or pagan ones that Jesus would
condemn? If so, does the truth matter enough to you that you would
follow Jesus on this?
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1. Holy Days vs. Popular Holidays

​Of the
numerous groups who profess Christianity, virtually all observe
some holidays or Holy Days.

Should you observe God’s Holy Days or demonic
holidays?

It seems like an easy question with an easy answer.
And for those willing to believe the Bible, instead of various
crowds, it is.

Where did the Holy Days and holidays come from? Do
they come from the Bible or are they related to traditional
pagan/demonic observations?

If you believe that you are a Christian, do you
really know what days, if any, you should keep and why?

This short book focuses on the annual biblical Holy
Days and has information on some of the annual holidays that others
observe.

The Word Holiday

According to Websters New World Dictionary, 2nd
college edition. 1974, p. 669, the word holiday
originally came from the Old English hāligdæg. Despite what
people now seem to think, that term did not actually mean time off
to have a vacation— holiday meant holy day.

Of course, not all ‘holidays’ were intended as
religious holy days. National holidays were not necessarily
considered to be religious, and even Jesus apparently observed one
or more of those (John 10:22-23).

As far as Jesus goes, the Bible specifically records
that He observed biblical Holy Days and festivals such as Passover
(Luke 2:41-42; 22:7-19), the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:10-26),
and the Last Great Day (John 7:37-38; 8:2). The New Testament
points to Jesus’ apostles keeping Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7), the
Days of Unleavened Bread (Acts 20:6; 1 Corinthians 5:8), Pentecost
(Acts 2:1-14), Trumpets and Tabernacles (cf. Leviticus 23:24,33-37;
Acts 18:21; 21:18-24; 28:17), and the Day of Atonement (Acts
27:9).

The Bible never shows that Jesus nor the apostles
observed religious holidays like the ones that the pagan Romans
observed. Yet, many who claim Christianity as their religion
observe versions of religious holidays that come from sources
outside the Bible.

Should they be kept?

The Bible prophesies that the time will come when
people of all nations will keep God’s Holy Days or be subject to
drought and plagues (Zechariah 14:16-19). Since that is the case,
shouldn’t you consider whether you should do so now?

Please read this book in its entirety at least twice.
Certain objections that some have raised about what the Bible shows
are addressed within it. A double-read will hopefully answer the
more serious questions you may have.

Please try to study this topic with a truly open
mind. It is natural for all humans, if we are not on our guard
against it, to look upon any presentation of these annual Holy Days
in a spirit of prejudice. The Bible teaches that “He who answers a
matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him” (Proverbs
18:13), so be like the Bereans of old to see if these things here
are so (Acts 17:10-11).

Let us, therefore, in willing submission to God and
His will, with yielded hearts free from prejudice, with open minds
desiring truth more than our own way, trembling before the sacred
and holy Word of God (Isaiah 66:2), ask God humbly for the
direction of His Holy Spirit. And in this prayerful, submissive,
willing, yet careful and cautious attitude, study this matter —
proving all things (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 KJV/DRB).

God’s Festivals and Holy Days

Did you know that God’s festivals are listed in the
Bible? While this should be common sense, many do not realize that
this is so, nor where to find them in scripture.

Furthermore, one issue with them is that they are
based on a different calendar than most people now use. God’s
calendar is basically a lunar-solar one. To help you better
understand the timing of God’s Holy Days, check out the following
comparison chart of the biblical calendar and the Roman (Gregorian)
calendar (they do not fall on the same Roman calendar day each
year):
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(A modern Roman calendar with the
Holy Days is shown at this booklet’s end.)

As far as God’s Holy Days, let’s first start with a
reference in the Book of Genesis, showing both a Protestant and a
Catholic translation:

14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the sky to
separate the day from the night. They will be signs and will mark
religious festivals, days, and years. (Genesis 1:14, God’s Word
Translation, GWT)

14 God said, 'Let there be lights in the vault of
heaven to divide day from night, and let them indicate festivals,
days and years. (Genesis 1:14, New Jerusalem Bible, NJB)

The Hebrew word mowed’ in the verse 14 refers
to a religious festival.

Did you know that the Bible talked about the
existence of religious festivals in its very first book? The Book
of Psalms also confirms this is basically why God made the
moon:

19 He made the moon to mark the festivals (Psalm
104:19, Holman Christian Standard Bible)

Is this something you had heard before?

What are the religious festivals that the “lights in
the sky” God placed there were to mark?

Well, there is one place in the Bible where all the
Holy Days (mowed’) are listed and certain lights are
mentioned.

It is in a part of the Bible that many wish to
overlook, or conclude has been done away in its entirety. The
following is shown from the New American Bible (NAB), a Roman
Catholic translation (the NAB is used below as most Protestants
follow the Church of Rome regarding many of the days they do and do
not observe, despite what scripture states):

2… The following are the festivals of the LORD,
which you shall declare holy days. These are my festivals:

3 For six days work may be done; but the seventh day
is a sabbath of complete rest, a declared holy day; you shall do no
work. It is the LORD’s sabbath wherever you dwell.

4 These are the festivals of the LORD, holy days
which you shall declare at their proper time. 5 The Passover of the
LORD falls on the fourteenth day of the first month, at the evening
twilight. 6 The fifteenth day of this month is the LORD’s feast of
Unleavened Bread. For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. 7
On the first of these days you will have a declared holy day; you
shall do no heavy work. (Leviticus 23:2-7, NAB)

15 Beginning with the day after the sabbath, the day
on which you bring the sheaf for elevation, you shall count seven
full weeks; 16 you shall count to the day after the seventh week,
fifty days. (Leviticus 23:15-16, NAB)

24… On the first day of the seventh month you will
have a sabbath rest, with trumpet blasts as a reminder, a declared
holy day; (Leviticus 23:24, NAB)

26 The LORD said to Moses: 27 Now the tenth day of
this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. You will have a
declared holy day. You shall humble yourselves and offer an
oblation to the LORD. 28 On this day you shall not do any work,
because it is the Day of Atonement, when atonement is made for you
before the LORD, your God. 29 Those who do not humble themselves on
this day shall be cut off from the people. 30 If anyone does any
work on this day, I will remove that person from the midst of the
people. 31 You shall do no work; this is a perpetual statute
throughout your generations wherever you dwell; 32 it is a sabbath
of complete rest for you. You shall humble yourselves. Beginning on
the evening of the ninth of the month, you shall keep your sabbath
from evening to evening.

33 The LORD said to Moses: 34 Tell the Israelites:
The fifteenth day of this seventh month is the LORD’s feast of
Booths, which shall continue for seven days. 35 On the first day, a
declared holy day, you shall do no heavy work. 36 For seven days
you shall offer an oblation to the LORD, and on the eighth day you
will have a declared holy day. You shall offer an oblation to the
LORD. It is the festival closing. You shall do no heavy work.

37 These, therefore, are the festivals of the LORD…
(Leviticus 23:26-37, NAB)

The Bible clearly lists God’s festivals and God’s
Holy Days. Yet, most people who claim to be Christian do not truly
keep the Holy Days that God commands.

Note: A full day in the Bible ran from
sunset-to-sunset (Genesis 1:5; Leviticus 23:32; Deuteronomy 16:6;
23:11; Joshua 8:29; Mark 1:32), not from midnight to midnight as
days are counted today. Also note that while there are aspects of
observances associated with the Holy Days in the Old Testament that
have been changed for Christians as the New Testament helps make
clear— e.g. Matthew 26:18, 26-30; Hebrews 10:1-14--the reality is
that these days and festivals still exist and were kept by early
Christians2, including Gentile
ones3.

We in the Continuing Church of God keep the
same biblical holy days that Jesus, His disciples, and their
faithful followers kept, including Gentile Christian leaders like
Polycarp of Smyrna. We keep them in the manner that early and later
Christians kept them. This differs in certain ways from the same
basic days that the Jews keep, as the Jews do not accept the New
Testament teachings on what all these days mean or how they are to
be kept by Christians.

Many Christians that observe God’s festivals realize
that the biblical Holy Days point towards the first and second
coming of Jesus as well as help picture God’s plan of
salvation.

___________________

2 Pines S. The Jewish Christians of the Early
Centuries of Christianity according to a New Source. Proceedings of
the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, Volume II, No.13;
1966. Jerusalem, pp. 14

3 Eusebius. The History of the Church, Book V,
Chapter 24 verses 2-7, pp. 114-115; Migne JP Argumentum Patrologia
Latina Volumen MPL025 Ab Columna ad Culumnam 1415 - 1542A, pp. 922,
930







2. Passover: Is It Only About Christ’s Death?

​Should
Christians keep the Passover?

As many are aware, the children of Israel were
specifically told to observe the Passover in the Book of Exodus.
Families took a lamb, without blemish (Exodus 12:5), for the
sacrifice (Exodus 12:3-4). The lamb was sacrificed on the
fourteenth at twilight (Exodus 12:6) and some of its blood was
placed upon the door of the family’s home (Exodus 12:7).

Those who took the steps God instructed were ‘passed
over’ from death, whereas the Egyptians who did not do this were
not (Exodus 12:28-30).

As many realize, Jesus kept the Passover annually
(Exodus 13:10) from the time of His youth (Luke 2:41-42) and
throughout His entire life (Luke 22:15).

Passover was observed on the fourteenth day of the
month of the first month (Leviticus 23:5; called Abib in
Deuteronomy 16:1 or Nisan in Esther 3:7). It occurs in the Spring
season of the year.

Although Jesus changed several practices associated
with it (Luke 22:19-22; John 13:1-17), our Savior also told His
disciples to keep it (Luke 22:7-13). Also the New Testament is
clear, that because of Jesus’ sacrifice, killing sheep and putting
blood on doorposts (Exodus 12:6-7) is not needed anymore (cf.
Hebrews 7:12-13,26-27; 9:11-28).

The Apostle Paul specifically taught that Christians
were to keep Passover in accordance with Jesus’ instructions (1
Corinthians 5:7-8; 11:23-26).

The Bible teaches that Jesus “was foreordained before
the foundation of the world” (1 Peter 1:20) to be “the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). Thus, God’s
plan of salvation through His Holy Days and festivals, including
Jesus being the “Passover lamb,” was known before humans were
placed on the planet. That is why some of the celestial bodies were
placed in the heavens to be able to calculate them!

Pretty much all churches recognize that the Bible
teaches that Jesus fulfilled something associated with Passover
when He was killed.

We find the operation of this great Sacrifice even
discussed in the Garden of Eden. After Jesus was prophesied
(Genesis 3:15), God killed an animal (probably a lamb or goat), in
order to cover the nakedness (a representation of a type of sin in
this incidence) of Adam and Eve with its skins (Genesis 3:21). We
also see this principle of sacrifice operating when Abel sacrificed
a lamb from his flock (Genesis 4:2-4).

The famous Passover in the days of Moses showed the
deliverance of the children of Israel from Egypt (Exodus 12:1-38).
Moses recorded God’s instructions about this as well as the
calendar (Genesis 1:14; 2:1; Exodus 12:1) and His feasts (Leviticus
23). The Passover basically became the first of these events
annually picturing to God's children His great plan of
salvation.

In the Old Testament, the Passover pictured
deliverance from the bondage of Egypt and God’s intervention. But,
prophetically, it was also looking towards the time that Jesus
would come and be our Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7). The Lamb
of God who came to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29; cf.
3:16-17).

On Jesus’ last Passover as a human being, He
continued to keep it at the time of the late evening and told His
disciples to keep it (Luke 22:14-19; cf. John 13:2,12-15) and on
the 14th of Nisan/Abib (cf. Luke 22:14; 23:52-54).

Jesus, however, changed several of the practices
associated with its observance. Jesus made the unleavened bread and
wine an integral part of Passover (Matthew 26:18, 26-30) and added
the practice of footwashing (John 13:12-17).

Jesus in no way taught that it was not to be an
annual Passover, nor did He change the time of day of its
observation to a Sunday morning like those who follow Greco-Roman
traditions do. Even Greek Orthodox scholars admit that 1st and 2nd
century Christians kept Passover at night4
like we in the Continuing Church of God do in the 21st
century. Passover is only to be taken by properly baptized
Christians (cf. 1 Corinthians 11:27-29; Romans 6:3-10; Exodus
12:48; Numbers 9:14).

It probably should be added that the Church of Rome
(as well as many of its Protestant descendants) officially teaches
that it keeps Passover, though calling it something different in
the English language and not keeping it as Jesus did5.

Wine, Not Grape Juice

Despite the fact that Jesus turned water into wine
(John 2:3-10) and the Greek term used in the New Testament (oinos)
refers to wine (cf. 1 Timothy 3:8), various ones have claimed that
it was grape juice, and not wine, that was used for Passover. The
Jews, themselves though, use wine at Passover6.

How do we know that grape juice was not possibly used
by Jesus?

Grapes are normally harvested around September and
Passover is usually in the Roman calendar month called April. In
Jesus’ day, they did not have modern sterilization or
refrigeration. Hence, grape juice would have spoiled between the
time of harvest and Passover.

Others have noted that it was IMPOSSIBLE for Jews to
have stored grape juice that long7.
Therefore, only wine, which can remain unspoiled for even many
years would have been used. (The use of alcohol, like wine, is
endorsed during the Feast of Tabernacles in Deuteronomy 26:14, but
not required.)

4 Calivas, Alkiviadis C. The Origins of
Pascha and Great Week - Part I. Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 1992.
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

5 Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Imprimatur Potest +Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger. Doubleday, NY 1995,
p. 332

6 Hisrch
EG, Eisenstein JD. Wine. Jewish Encyclopedia. 1907, pp.
532-535

7 Cf.
Kennedy ARS. Hastings Bible Dictionary. C. Scribner Son’s, 1909 p.
974
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Month Number Length Civil Equivalent
Abib/Nisan 1 30 days March-April
Zivl/lyar 2 29 days April-May
Sivan/Siwan 3 30 days May-June
Tammuz 4 29 days June-July
Av/Ab 5 30 days July-August
Elul 6 29 days August-September
Ethanim/Tishri 7 30 days September-October
Bul/Cheshvan 8 29 or 30 days | October-November
Kislev 9 30 or29days | November-December
Tevet 10 29 days December-January
Shevat 11 30 days January-February
Adar 12 30 days February-March
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