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    Dedicated to my grandkids and all children. May they learn about and cherish the United States of America’s extraordinary history.

    “My friend, Long Hair [Buffalo Bill Cody] gave me this hat. I value it very highly, for the hand that placed it upon my head had a friendly feeling for me.”

    —SITTING BULL, HUNKPAPA LAKOTA LEADER, WHEN A PERSON WORE HIS HAT WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION

    “Bill and I were the best of friends.”

    —BUFFALO BILL CODY SPEAKING OF WILD BILL HICKOK AFTER HIS DEATH
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    INTRODUCTION

    When people hear the names Wild Bill and Buffalo Bill they associate them with the Old West. Wild Bill Hickok and Buffalo Bill Cody were and still are bigger than life characters. They were considered heroes and the greatest plainsmen of their time.

    Today, people may know a little about them, a mixture of truth and myth. They might know Wild Bill Hickok was a gunfighter. They might think Calamity Jane and he were lovers. They might have heard Jack McCall shot him in the back of the head in a Deadwood saloon. People might have heard Buffalo Bill rode for the Pony Express and shot enough buffalo to get his nickname. They might know he was a great showman, taking his Wild West exhibition across the country and to Europe. Is all this correct, is it false, or is it a combination of truth and fiction?

    Wild Bill and Buffalo Bill were top-notch plainsmen. They knew where to locate water, grass for livestock, sheltered campsites, and game for hunting. They knew how to survive the blistering heat and terrific thunderstorms of summer and the subzero blizzards of winter. They could avoid Indians or act as trackers following the trails of Indians and desperados. They were expert marksmen and didn’t back down from a fight. They rushed in when others hesitated. Their stories are complicated and intertwined. They were good friends and had adventures together. James Butler Hickok became known as Wild Bill, and William Frederick Cody became known as Buffalo Bill.

    Mention of their names can be confusing, because there were many Wild Bills and Buffalo Bills. It was even hard for the newspapers to keep them all straight. The March 1, 1870 edition of the Leavenworth Times reported, “Geo. A. Parker of Fort McPherson informs us that it was Joe Lane, and not Buffalo Bill, who was recently killed. William is alive and kicking, and very expert in hunting antelope and buffalo. We believe there is now a ‘Buffalo Bill’ or a ‘Wild Bill’ in every county in every Western State and Territory. It is, therefore, easy to kill him, and easy for William to still live.”1

    Just to complicate things, they were both masters of tall tales. Wild Bill had a vivid imagination and was a real leg-puller. Buffalo Bill loved to embellish his stories. Dime novels and so-called true histories encrusted their lives with fictional adventures. When I include stories about them I believe stand on shaky historical ground, I’ll let you know.

    As I researched both Bills, I grew to like them. They were usually kind and generous to people. They took a man or woman at their word, unless crossed. They certainly weren’t perfect, but they stood for what they thought was right.

    I have written what I believe is true and correct about Wild Bill and Buffalo Bill, but I may have gotten some things wrong. I may have missed a piece of information, or something new may come to light confirming or disproving what we know now.

    By August 1876, Hickok was dead, and that September, Cody’s scouting for the Army ended. Cody outlived Hickok by forty years and became one of the greatest showmen the world has ever seen. That story would fill several volumes and can’t be covered in this book.

    This book compares Wild Bill Hickok and Buffalo Bill Cody’s lives side by side; and Jim Hatzell’s illustrations visually add to their stories.

    So, are you ready? Let’s enter the frontier world of Wild Bill Hickok and Buffalo Bill Cody to learn why they were the greatest plainsmen.

  

  
    CHAPTER 1

    EARLY LIFE (1837–1857)

    The family of James Butler Hickok, who would become known as Wild Bill, had been in America a long time. Originally from England, the Hickoks arrived in New England in 1635. James’s great-grandfather enlisted in the Continental Army and fought in the Revolutionary War. His grandfather fought for the United States and was killed during the War of 1812.1

    William Hickok, James’s father, was born in 1801, on Lake Champlain, at North Hero, Vermont. While studying to be a Presbyterian minister at Vermont’s Middlebury College, William met Polly Butler, and they married on June 23, 1829. Polly’s father had been one of Ethan Allen’s Green Mountain Boys during the Revolution, and she was an aunt to Benjamin Butler, who would become a well-known Civil War general and Radical Republican.2

    William contracted typhoid fever. He survived but in a weakened condition and with complete amnesia. Giving up the ministry, he opened a store in Broome County, New York. In 1830, Polly and William had their first child, Oliver. The next year, a second son Lorenzo was born, but he did not live long. In 1832, they had another son naming him Lorenzo.3

    In 1833, the Hickoks moved to Illinois where their son Horace was born in 1834. They lived in several locations, finally settling at Homer (present-day Troy Grove) in 1836 where William opened a store.4

    On May 27, 1837, James Butler Hickok was born. His parents named him after Polly’s father. William and Polly’s joy over James’s birth must have been short-lived. That same month, the United States was hit by a financial crisis that sent the country into a depression named the Panic of 1837. Losing their store and home, the Hickoks had just enough funds to buy land north of town and begin farming.5

    Two more children were added to the Hickok family, Celinda in 1839 and Lydia in 1842. The Hickok children received some education and helped with chores around the farm; free time was spent roaming the woods. James enjoyed reading frontier adventure stories. The children received Christian religious instruction at the local church in Homer and William added to it by telling his children they needed to think for themselves and form their own conclusions.6

    As James grew older, the boys built and lived in a log cabin separate from their parents. After completing their family obligations, the boys worked for neighboring farmers. James saved his money and, at the age of eight, bought a single-shot flintlock pistol with which he became proficient.7

    The Hickoks were against slavery. Putting their beliefs into action, they became part of the Underground Railroad network that hid and assisted escaped slaves. The work was dangerous. Local law enforcement officers were obligated to return escaped slaves. Bounty hunters, who tracked down slaves and returned them to their masters, and kidnappers, who captured Blacks and sold them into slavery, were active in the area. As part of the Underground Railroad, the Hickoks hid, cared for, and transported escaped slaves. Alongside the cellar under the Hickok house was a second secret cellar where slaves hid until it was time for them to continue on their journey.8

    The Hickoks helped hundreds of slaves in their escape to freedom. One woman named Hannah remained with the Hickoks for many years.9
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    Underground Railroad escape



    Bounty hunters and kidnappers would shoot at William and others thought to be transporting escaped slaves. One night, William was driving his wagon along the road. James and Horace sat alongside him on the wagon seat while escaped slaves hid in the wagon bed. A group of men came upon them and fired their weapons to force them to stop. William pushed his sons back into the wagon bed and raced his team of horses down the road. Outdistancing their pursuers, William drove the wagon down a side road, eluding their attackers.10

    In 1851, Oliver left to make his fortune in California. He had been working for a neighboring farmer named Carr who hired James to take Oliver’s place. One day, James and a gang of boys were swimming in a fast-flowing stream on Carr’s farm. One of the boys, James Wylie, could not swim. An older boy bullied the younger boys, dunking them under water. The bully pushed Wylie into deep water, and he went under. James jumped in and brought Wylie safely to the streambank. The bully had rapidly left the water and dressed. James grabbed him and threw him into the stream.11

    James spent his free time in the woods. When he was fourteen years old, he bought a good pistol and purchased a rifle with his father’s assistance. Wolves were such a problem that Illinois offered a bounty on them. James shot many wolves collecting the bounties.12

    William had been in poor health and died on May 5, 1852. James was fifteen years old at the time. Lorenzo, Horace, and James worked the farm, and James supplemented the family food supply by hunting.13

    The Hickok family bought a house in Homer and moved back to town. James became bored with town life and wanted to follow brother Oliver west, but Lorenzo and Horace convinced him to stay until their mother and sisters were better situated.14

    In 1854, seventeen-year-old James went to Utica, Illinois, where he was hired as a tow-path driver on the Illinois and Michigan Canal, connecting Lake Michigan to the Mississippi River. Teams of draft horses or mules were hitched to the canal boats and were driven to walk along the side of the canal on a towpath pulling the boats loaded with cargo or passengers.15

    One day, James caught his boss, Charles Hudson, abusing a team of draft animals. The two of them got into a fistfight. Hudson was larger and more muscular than James, but James stood his ground. The fight went on quite a while. As Hudson and James grappled and fought, they wound up in the canal. The fight ended when Hudson had to be pulled out of the water. James was fired on the spot.16

    By 1856, nineteen-year-old James had grown into a six-foot-tall, slim, muscular, young man. He was skilled in the use of a gun and knew how to be self-sufficient. He was quiet and self-confident. He believed in freedom and equality for all and was taught to care for the less fortunate. James enjoyed music, playing the fiddle, singing, and whistling; and he loved to dance. He had a vivid imagination, enjoying a good practical joke and pulling someone’s leg. His sister Lydia said he enjoyed trying “to scare us to death” with tall tales.17
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    James Hickok’s canal fight



    That year, the federal government opened Kansas Territory to settlers, and Lorenzo and James decided to head there to investigate homesteading possibilities. It was a violent time in Kansas. The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 allowed the residents of Kansas and Nebraska Territories to determine whether they would ban slavery or allow it. Confrontations between pro-and antislavery supporters were on the rise.

    It was probably June 1856 when Lorenzo and James set off on foot for St. Louis, Missouri, where they planned to seek passage on a westbound Missouri River steamboat. Neighbors were sad to see the brothers leave, especially the McLaughlin sisters, Sarah and Josephine, both of whom may have had romantic interests in James. The brothers walked along the Illinois River and then cut cross-country to St. Louis.18

    The city was a beehive of activity. The Hickok boys had never seen so many people in one place. Lorenzo did not care for the hustle and bustle. The brothers went to the post office where they found letters from home. The news was not good; their mother was in poor health. Lorenzo decided to return; but James was determined to proceed to Kansas to establish a homestead for the family. Lorenzo gave James the Hickok family money to invest in farmland and headed home while James booked passage on a Missouri River steamboat to Leavenworth, Kansas.19

    For whatever reason, the Hickok family had given Lorenzo the nickname “Billy Barnes.” Some of the men who headed upriver with James had overheard James call Lorenzo “Bill,” and they applied the moniker to James calling him “Bill” and “Shanghai Bill.” The nickname “Bill” stuck.20

    It was most likely later in June 1856 when the steamboat reached the landing at Leavenworth.21 A proslavery mob wouldn’t allow any passengers to disembark but did allow the cargo to be unloaded. Pretending to be one of the workmen, James grabbed a load, walked off the boat, and disappeared into the crowd.22

    James worked as a plowman and at various other jobs. He met John Owens, an abolitionist and early Kansas settler who lived near Monticello on Mill Creek in Johnson County southwest of Kansas City, Missouri. James impressed the residents of Mill Creek with his shooting ability. Using a dragoon revolver, he could hit tin cans at a hundred yards.23

    Owens introduced young Hickok to James Lane, leader of the Free State Army, an abolitionist militia engaged in violent confrontations with proslavery militias. Hickok won first place in a Free State Army shooting contest and, along with Owens, may have acted as a bodyguard for Lane.24

    Later in 1857, the freighting firm Russell, Majors & Wad-dell25 hired James as a bullwhacker. Things were heating up between the federal government and the Mormons in Utah. The firm had a contract with the US Army to send bull trains hauling wagon loads of supplies to Fort Bridger in Wyoming. Russell, Majors & Waddell also hired an eleven-year-old boy named Billy Cody.26
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    The family of William Frederick Cody, who would become known as Buffalo Bill, had been in America for a long time. Originally from Jersey, one of the English Channel Islands, the Cody ancestors were living in Beverly, Massachusetts, by 1698. William’s father, Isaac, was born in Peel County, Upper Canada, in 1811. When Isaac was seventeen, the family moved to a farm near Cleveland, Ohio. In 1834, he married Martha O’Connor, who died after the birth of their daughter Martha in 1835. Isaac married Rebecca Sumner, and she died soon after their marriage.27

    In 1839, Isaac’s older brother Elijah and his family began a journey to Missouri where they planned to settle. Isaac went with them, traveling by boat on the Ohio River. When the Codys stopped in Cincinnati, Isaac met Mary Ann Bonsell Laycock. They were infatuated with each other. After the Codys reached Missouri, Isaac returned to Ohio where he and Mary were married in 1840.28

    Mary’s mother’s ancestors were from Derbyshire, England, and by 1690, they had settled in Darby, Pennsylvania.29 Mary’s mother died in 1830. Her father remarried and was lost at sea. When her stepmother remarried, Mary went to Cincinnati to live with her brother. Three years after her arrival, she met Isaac Cody and they married.30

    Isaac, Mary, and his daughter Martha were soon heading by boat down the Ohio River to the Mississippi River and then up that river to Davenport, Iowa Territory, where Isaac established a business trading with Indians. A year later, he had accumulated enough money to buy a house near LeClaire, Iowa, and at the same time established a homestead claim on property two miles west of town where he built a four-room log house.31

    Mary and Isaac had a son Samuel born February 22, 1841, followed by daughter Julia Melvina born March 28, 1843. William Frederick was born on February 26, 1846.32

    In 1847, William Brackenridge, an absentee landowner, hired Isaac Cody to develop a six-hundred-acre farm ten miles northwest of LeClaire. Isaac hired twenty-five men to clear the land, plow and plant crops, quarry stone, and build a ten-room, two-story stone house. Once the house was built, Isaac and his family moved in, and he continued as farm manager.33

    The fall of that year, Isaac hired Miss Helen Goodrige to teach school for twelve children in a log cabin. Two students were the older Cody children, who took young Willie with them.34 After finishing chores and schoolwork, Willie enjoyed roaming the fields and woods with the Cody family dog Turk.35

    Isaac resigned managing Brackenridge’s property in 1849, moved the family back to their LeClaire home, and contracted to drive a wagon between Davenport, Iowa, and Chicago, Illinois, hauling mail and passengers. In 1852, Isaac sold his transportation business and went back to work for William Brackenridge managing his property at Walnut Grove on the road from Davenport to Dubuque, Iowa.36

    Tragedy struck the Codys in September 1853. Twelve-year-old Samuel and seven-year-old Willie were on horseback herding cows. Samuel was mounted on Betsy, a mare who was known for throwing her riders. They were herding the cows down the road in front of the schoolhouse just as school let out. Betsy acted up. Rearing back, she fell on Samuel, crushing him. Willie was sent to get Isaac, who was at a political rally a mile away. Samuel was carried to the closest house, where he lingered through the night and died the next day.37

    By April 1854, Isaac was ready to move on. He resigned from his Walnut Grove manager job, and the Codys sold their Iowa land. They hired a driver and loaded their belongings and trade goods into two wagons, while Mary and the children rode in a large carriage with three bench seats. The number of children had increased over the years. In addition to Martha, Julia, and William, there was Eliza Alice born in 1848, Laura Ella38 born in 1850, and Mary Hannah who was six months old.39

    The Cody family’s destination was Weston, Missouri, where Isaac’s older brother Elijah lived. Elijah farmed, operated a general store, and exported hemp. Elijah owned slaves to help in his business ventures.40

    The Cody family headed southwest, Mary and her daughters in the carriage followed by the two wagons hauling their goods. Willie rode a pony with Turk tagging alongside. The trip was pleasant and took about a month. Instead of camping at night, they stayed in hotels or private homes. When they crossed into Missouri, a slave state, it was the first time the children had seen Black or enslaved people. When they reached Weston, Elijah gave them the use of a vacant house on his farm.41

    The Cody brothers knew Congress was working to organize the territory directly west of the Missouri River into Kansas Territory and Nebraska Territory. The territories would then be open for settlement. Elijah knew it was good land. He and his wife planned to visit and trade with the Potawatomi Indians eighty miles to the west and invited Isaac and Mary along. They took Willie with them.42

    After being ferried across the Missouri River, the Codys stopped at Fort Leavenworth. Built in 1827, it was one of a series of forts ranging north to south established to protect settlers on the frontier and to keep Indian tribes from attacking each other. An additional mission for the troops stationed at the fort was to provide protection for commerce on the Santa Fe Trail.43

    While at Fort Leavenworth, Willie saw covered wagons heading west as well as infantry, artillery, and mounted dragoons conducting drills.44 Frontier characters fascinated him, especially members of the Kickapoo, Potawatomi, Delaware, Choctaw, and other tribes. Isaac and Mary viewed the land along Salt Creek as good and selected where they wanted to live once the territory was open for settlement.45

    The Codys continued westward to the Potawatomi reservation. While his uncle and father traded with the Potawatomis, the Indians allowed Willie to ride their ponies. Isaac traded for a little four-year-old pony for Willie. Willie named him Prince. The pony was untrained, and Isaac told Willie it was his responsibility to train him. Prince repeatedly bucked off Willie, but he always climbed back on.46

    On their return to Weston, Isaac and Elijah stopped at Fort Leavenworth where they met with the quartermaster. Isaac made a deal with the quartermaster that he would provide hay for the fort in exchange for allowing him to pasture his horses in the Salt Creek Valley and build a cabin there. The location, which would become the Cody homestead was three miles west of Fort Leavenworth on the south side of the Oregon and Mormon wagon road in what would become Kickapoo Township in Leavenworth County.47

    Willie remained behind with Isaac in the Salt Creek Valley while the rest of the Codys returned to Weston. There, Isaac and Willie chanced to meet Horace Billings, a nephew of Isaac. Horace was helping drive a horse herd east after having spent time in California and Hawaii. He had many adventurous experiences, including riding in a circus. During his brief stay with the Codys, Horace helped Willie with Prince’s training and taught Prince to kneel and other tricks. Horace gave Willie riding instructions and showed off his circus skills such as standing on top of a running horse.48

    On May 30, 1854, President Franklin Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act into law, splitting the unorganized territory into Kansas Territory and Nebraska Territory and opening the land for settlement. Isaac learned about it on June 10, and after surveying his Salt Creek property, filed a claim. He hired workmen to help build a seven-room log house that the family would live in and rent out rooms.49

    One of the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska Act was that residents of the two territories could determine if they were a free territory or a slave territory. Many people assumed Isaac was pro-slavery since his brother Elijah was a slaveowner, but Isaac was not, and when asked, he stated his opposition to it. Those who opposed slavery were called abolitionists and also free soilers. Those who were proslavery would later be called border ruffians, since many of them were from Missouri and crossed the border to support slavery. Additional settlers flocked into the Salt Creek Valley, many of them proslavery.50

    The same day Isaac learned he could file a claim on his land, proslavery residents drafted and signed the Salt Creek Valley Resolutions. Two of the provisions were: “That we recognize the institution of slavery as always existing in this Territory and recommend that slaveholders introduce their property as soon as possible,” and “That we afford protection to no Abolitionists as settlers of Kansas Territory.”51

    Isaac Cody and his family went about their business developing their farmland and cutting hay and firewood to sell to Fort Leavenworth. Willie played with neighboring Kickapoo children, learning their language. The freighting company of Russell & Majors had won an Army contract to haul supplies to the western forts and established its headquarters at Fort Leavenworth. Willie was fascinated with the freight wagons drawn by six yoke of oxen and the men involved with freighting—wagon masters, bull-whackers, and others. By the end of 1854, Willie knew them all.52

    M. Pierce Rively had a store in Salt Creek Valley where he traded with the Kickapoos, Delawares, and Cherokees. Reverend Joel Grover was a missionary to those tribes. Rively, Grover, and Isaac Cody threw a Fourth of July barbecue for whites and Indians alike. Over two hundred Indian men, women, and children attended. The feast included two roasted beeves and a wagon-load of food. The whites gave patriotic speeches and the Indians danced. Together, they played games and competed in horse races. Life was good for Isaac Cody and his family.53

    On September 18, 1854, a settlers’ meeting was being held at Rively’s store. Isaac was riding by when he was called to make a speech.54 At first, he declined, but the crowd insisted, so he stood on top of a large box and spoke. He told them he was against slavery in Kansas. He had no problem with slavery existing where it was currently in place but said, “I shall always oppose its further extension.”55

    The crowd turned ugly, shouting him down as men tried to drag him off the box. When Isaac continued to speak, Charles Dunn stabbed him with a Bowie knife twice in the chest. Before Dunn could do more damage, cooler heads restrained him. Dunn was an employee of Elijah Cody.56

    Isaac was carried inside Rively’s store. They discovered one of his lungs was punctured. It was agreed Isaac should be taken to his brother’s home in Weston where he could receive better treatment. A message was sent to Mary, who arrived with a wagon and driver. They drove Isaac to Elijah’s house where he was cared for over the next three weeks. When Elijah learned of Dunn’s attack on Isaac, he fired Dunn.57

    Isaac never fully recovered. His daughter Julia wrote, “[He] was never strong from that day, just able to get around; had to ride as he could not walk any distance.”58

    Cody’s 1879 autobiography would make no mention of him being at Rively’s store when his father was stabbed. Julia wrote Willie was at home when it happened, vowing to kill the bad man when he grew up. In later writings, his sister Helen said Willie was at the store when their father was attacked, and an embellished version of that appeared in revised editions of Cody’s autobiography.59

    The September 28, 1854 edition of Liberty, Missouri’s Democratic Platform stated, “A Mr. Cody, a noisy abolitionist, living near Salt Creek, in Kansas Territory, was severely stabbed, while in a dispute about a claim with Mr. Dunn, on Monday week last. Cody is severely hurt, but not enough it is feared to cause his death. The settlers on Salt Creek regret that his wound is not more dangerous, and all sustain Mr. Dunn in the course he took.”60

    The Cody family’s troubles did not end with Isaac’s stabbing. Proslavery thieves drove off Isaac’s horse herd including Prince. Isaac and his farm laborers had made several hundred tons of hay to supply Fort Leavenworth at $15 per ton; vandals set fire to the haystacks.61

    Undaunted, Isaac joined four other men to establish the town of Grasshopper Falls, today known as Valley Falls, thirty miles west of the Cody homestead. The five men organized a company and staked their claims on December 25, 1854. By the spring of 1855, they had built a sawmill and a gristmill, and six families had settled there.62

    Isaac hired Miss Jennie Lyons to teach school in the original cabin on the Cody property. Twelve children, mostly from the Cody family, attended the school. Two Kickapoo boys were pupils and became good friends with Willie. The school lasted only three months. Salt Creek Valley Squatters Association members paid Miss Lyons a visit and told her they would not allow an abolitionist to have a school. They said the next time they returned they would burn down the school no matter if the students were inside or not. Miss Lyons resigned.63

    On May 10, 1855, the last of the Cody children, Charles Whitney Cody, was born. Unfortunately, he would die at age nine on October 10, 1864.64

    Politics continued to heat up in Kansas. Isaac continued to advocate the free-soil position while many of his neighbors joined the proslavery militia called the Kickapoo Rangers.65

    The free-soil residents of Kansas had had enough with the proslavery territorial government. In October 1855, they held a convention in Topeka, drew up a new territorial constitution, and held elections. By January 1856, Kansas had two governments, one proslavery and the other free soil. The federal government continued to recognize the already existing proslavery territorial government and did not recognize the new free-soil government. Both sides made sure they were well armed.66

    On December 22, 1855, while Abraham Lincoln’s friend and free-state editor of Leavenworth’s Kansas Territorial Register, Mark William Delahay, was at the Topeka convention, Kickapoo Rangers ransacked his office and tossed his press and type into the Missouri River, ending his newspaper. Later, during the free-soil elections, the Kickapoo Rangers caught free-soil legislative candidate and militia captain Reese Brown and hacked him to death with hatchets.67

    Isaac Cody was involved in the free-soil convention and was elected to the Topeka legislature, attending the March 4–15, 1856 session. The legislature attempted to meet again that July, but federal troops prevented it.68

    Isaac’s time away from the legislature was spent developing Grasshopper Falls or at his Salt Creek Valley homestead. One evening, when Isaac was home upstairs sick in bed, a proslavery judge named Sharpe rode up to the house on Prince and demanded a meal. As Sharpe sat in a chair awaiting his meal, he sharpened his knife, asking where Isaac was. Mary Cody replied that her husband was at Grasshopper Falls and from there would travel to Topeka. Sharpe declared he would kill Isaac. Mary sent the children upstairs to Isaac’s bedroom. Isaac quietly told Willie to get his gun and Julia to take an ax. If Sharpe came up the stairs, Willie was to shoot him, and Julia was to whack him with the ax. Fortunately, when Sharpe finished his meal, he left, stealing Isaac’s saddlebags. Julia claimed the next day that Prince had come racing into the yard, and that he must have slipped his halter and come home. Willie was ecstatic his pony was back.69

    There were many Cody family stories about close calls with pro-slavery gangs.70 One night, Isaac had to disguise himself in Mary’s clothes, leave the house, and hide in the cornfield while proslavery horsemen surrounded their home and searched for him. Another time, Isaac was at Grasshopper Falls. One of the hired hands at the homestead told Mary he learned proslavery men planned to ride to Grasshopper Falls and murder Isaac. Mary told Willie to go warn his father. Mounted on Prince, Willie came upon the proslavery men camped at Stranger Creek. They recognized him as Isaac’s son and several gave chase. Prince outdistanced the pursuers and Willie had plenty of time to warn his father. They left for Fort Leavenworth that night, arriving without incident. Isaac left for Ohio to recruit immigrants, and Willie rode home with two men. Along the way, unknown assailants shot at them.71

    Isaac spent more time away from home working on establishing and promoting Grasshopper Falls while his family managed the Salt Creek Valley farm. After finishing his chores, Willie and his two Kickapoo friends practiced their marksmanship shooting at targets.72

    During the winter of 1857, Isaac was back east recruiting settlers for Grasshopper Falls. Many families stopped and camped at the Cody farm on their way to the new town. In March, Isaac returned home. Scarlet fever and measles broke out among the visitors and four children died. Isaac was assisting the immigrants during a rainstorm when he caught a severe cold that developed into pneumonia. On March 10, 1857, Isaac died; the family was devastated. They believed his death was the result of the knife wound he had received three years earlier.73

    Isaac’s older brother Joseph arrived from Cleveland to manage the Grasshopper Falls property for the family. Mary dismissed the farmhands to cut costs, rented the farm, and went to court over a $1,000 debt the family had already paid. She won the case.74 Writing later about his father’s death, Cody said, “This sad event left my mother and the family in poor circumstances, and I determined to follow the plains for a livelihood for them and for myself.”75

    Now eleven years old and being the oldest male in the family, Willie wanted to be called Bill. The family wouldn’t do that but started calling him Billy.76

    Billy found a job driving an ox team to Leavenworth and back for fifty cents a day. However, he really wanted to work for the freighting firm Russell & Majors. The next time he and his mother were in its Leavenworth store, he had her ask Alexander Majors if they had a job for him. After Majors conferred with William Russell, they gave Billy a job as express boy delivering messages from their store in Leavenworth to the telegraph station at Fort Leavenworth and back, a one-way distance of three miles. He occasionally carried messages back and forth between nearby bull trains. As well as being paid $25 per month, he was provided meals, a room to sleep in, and a mule to ride.77

    All of Billy’s pay went to his mother. Majors later wrote, “One of the strongest characteristics of Buffalo Bill, to my mind, was his love for his mother—a mother most worthy the devotion of such a son. His love and devotion to his sisters has also been marked throughout his lifetime.”78

    Billy worked as an express boy for two months before becoming bored with it. One of Russell & Majors’s wagon masters, John Willis, told Billy he could assist in caring for his oxen resting between trips to the western forts and back. Billy asked Majors and Russell if he could change jobs, and they agreed. The oxen’s pasturage was eight miles from the Cody homestead, so Billy was able to visit his mother and siblings frequently. The job was temporary and when it was over, he returned home.79

    Early in the summer of 1857, school began again in the cabin on the Cody property. Mary Cody discovered one of her boarders had been a teacher, so she hired him at $2 per pupil per month. She found fifteen to eighteen students, including eleven-year-old Billy and the rest of her children, to attend the school.80

    Billy was infatuated with fellow student Mary Hyatt. One way a boy showed interest in a girl was to build a playhouse or arbor for her. During the morning recess, Billy built a playhouse for Mary, but an older boy, Stephen Gobel, tore it down. The two boys fought, and Stephen beat Billy. The teacher heard about the fight and whipped them both. Billy rebuilt the playhouse for Mary during the afternoon recess. Stephen again destroyed it as he teased Billy. The next morning Billy began to rebuild the playhouse when Stephen knocked it over. The boys fought. Stephen had Billy pinned to the ground and was beating him. Billy whipped out a boot knife and cut Stephen on the thigh. As Stephen shouted he was killed, the teacher and other children ran toward the boys. Billy raced away to John Willis’s bull train camp. After Billy told Willis his story, Willis said he could hide out with him until things died down.81

    That afternoon, Stephen’s father and a constable, along with Stephen and his older brother, arrived at the bull train camp. Billy saw them coming and hid in a wagon. The constable and the Gobels wanted to search the wagons for Billy, but Willis stopped them, asking the constable if he had a warrant for Billy’s arrest. He did not. Willis tried to convince them it was nothing more than a little playful spat. The Gobels and constable gave up and left.82

    Willis took Billy home and suggested to Mary that Billy go with him to Fort Kearny and back, which would take forty days. Willis said by the time they returned, the excitement over Billy stabbing Stephen Gobel should have died down. Mary reluctantly agreed and packed clothes and a quilt for Billy. He kissed his mother and sisters goodbye and headed west with the bull train.83

    Located in Pawnee territory along the Platte River in central Nebraska, Fort Kearny was a major way station on the Oregon Trail. Thousands of travelers passed through Fort Kearny on their way to Oregon, California, and Utah. As travelers approached the fort, the first thing they saw in the distance was the fort’s American flag flying from a very tall flagpole.84

    Billy enjoyed the bull train experience, and on at least one occasion, Willis took him along on a buffalo hunt.85 The trip was uneventful except for one mishap. The bull train was approaching a herd of roughly five hundred buffalo grazing between the road and the river. A party returning from California approached the herd from the opposite direction and raced into it, stampeding the buffalo into Willis’s bull train. Some frightened oxen tried to run away. Others became entangled in their wagon chains. All were wild, and Billy joined with the men to calm the oxen and return order. Later in life, Willis wrote a letter to Cody saying, “of course you recolect [sic] the time the Buffalo run through the train and stampeded the teams and you stoped [sic] the stampede.”86

    Tensions escalated between the federal government in Washington, DC, and members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, called Mormons, who lived in Utah Territory. In March 1857, newly elected President James Buchanan replaced the territorial governor, Brigham Young, with a non-Mormon, Alfred Cummings, as well as appointing other non-Mormons to territorial government positions. Young, also the president of the Mormon Church, refused to step down. Buchanan ordered 2,500 troops under the command of Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston to escort the officials to Salt Lake City, Utah, and ensure they took their positions.87

    Mid-July, the Army began sending units from Fort Leavenworth to its western forts along the Oregon and Mormon Trail. On September 17, 1857, Johnston along with six companies of the Second Dragoons began escorting Governor Cummings and other territorial officials to Salt Lake City. However, Brigham Young had no intention of surrendering his position. He called up the Utah militia instructing them to do everything they could to harass the US Army; however, he said, “take no life.”88

    The freighting firm, now Russell, Majors & Waddell, continued to have the contract to supply the US Army including not only hauling the supplies but procuring them as well. This was the Army’s largest military operation since the Mexican War. Russell, Majors & Waddell put hundreds of wagons and ox teams into hauling the supplies, and it still wasn’t enough so additional companies were hired to help.89

    Russell, Majors & Waddell also had the contract to provide beef for the army. Two of its employees, Frank and Bill McCarthy, were in charge of taking one of the cattle herds west to follow the Army along the Oregon Mormon Trail. When Billy returned from Fort Kearny, he must have gone straight to Alexander Majors asking to be hired for the cattle drive.90

    Majors was reluctant, but when Billy reminded him he could ride as good as any man, he won over Majors. Majors hired Billy at $40 a month plus food and would pay the money direct to Billy’s mother.91

    Majors gave Billy a Bible and had him sign the oath all the firm’s employees signed:

 
    We, the undersigned wagon-masters, assistants, teamsters and all other employees of the firm Russell, Majors & Waddell, do hereby sign that we will not swear, drink whisky, play cards or be cruel to dumb beasts in any way, shape or form.92



    The cattle drive proceeded without incident until they reached Plum Creek on the South Platte River, thirty-six miles west of Fort Kearny. They stopped at noon to allow the cattle to drink and graze under the watch of two herders while the remainder of the outfit rested.93

    Shots rang out. The herders were killed as Indians swooped in, stampeding the herd. Bill McCarthy ordered everyone to run to the Platte River and hunker down behind its bank. The Indians let up their attack and concentrated their attention on the herd. McCarthy led the men downriver toward Fort Kearny. They walked and waded along the riverbed, not wanting to climb up on the bank and expose themselves. At times the water was waist high on young Billy. They did not stop their journey, continuing through the moonlit night. Billy, struggling along as he carried an old Mississippi Yaeger muzzleloader, fell behind the men.94

    Cody later recounted that as he looked ahead, he saw an Indian on top of a thirty-five-foot bank preparing to fire down on the men. He aimed his Yaeger and fired, hitting the Indian who fell dead into the river. The men were impressed with Billy’s marksmanship, but they needed to press on in case more Indians were in the area.95

    It was daybreak when they reached Fort Kearny. Soldiers were sent to recover the cattle and bring back the bodies of the slain herders. They found no cattle. An eastbound bull train took the herders and Billy back to Leavenworth.96

    Russell, Majors & Waddell needed every experienced hand they could get to haul supplies west to the Army’s staging area for its advance on Salt Lake City. That staging area was Fort Bridger in Wyoming. Russell, Majors & Waddell wagon master Lew Simpson must have heard Billy was a good hand, and Billy must have heard Simpson wanted him. William Russell asked Mary Cody if eleven-year-old Billy could sign on to Simpson’s bull train to Fort Bridger. Mary had heard Simpson was a hard man, and it seemed he killed a man on every trip west. Russell assured Mary the rumors were exaggerated; Simpson was one of his best men. Mary met with Simpson and Russell and after getting Simpson to promise he would protect Billy, Mary consented to let him go. Billy’s job would be to help care for the horse herd.97

    It was most likely late summer 1857 when Simpson’s twenty-five freight wagons, each pulled by a team of six oxen, headed west on the Oregon Mormon Trail. One of the teamsters was James Hickok.98

  

  
    CHAPTER 2

    THE UTAH WAR (1857–1860)

    In the fall of 1857, both twenty-eleven-year-old Billy Cody were working for Russell, Majors & Waddell on a bull train headed for Fort Bridger along the Oregon Mormon Trail. The bull train consisted of twenty-five freight wagons each pulled by six oxen. They were hauling supplies for the US Army that was preparing to march on Salt Lake City. There had been little trouble on the trail, and they had no idea that there might be danger.

    As Cody later recounted, one of the teamsters had been bullying him. At dinner one day, Billy was sitting with others around the campfire. The bully told Billy to do something for him, but he was slow in reacting. The man slapped Billy with the back of his hand, knocking him off an ox yoke on which he sat. Billy jumped to his feet, grabbed a kettle of boiling coffee, and threw it at the bully’s face, scalding him. As the man charged Billy, James Hickok stepped between them and knocked the man to the ground. The bully said to Hickok what right he thought he had to get involved. “It’s my business to protect that boy, or anybody else, from being unmercifully abused, kicked, and cuffed,” Hickok replied. “And if you ever again lay a hand on that boy—little Billy there—I’ll give you such a pounding that you won’t get over it for a month of Sundays.” Cody later said, “From that time forward Wild Bill was my protector and intimate friend.”1

    On October 5, 1857, Lew Simpson’s wagon train was traveling along Big Sandy Creek heading westward toward the Green River when it stopped for a noon rest near present-day Farson, Wyoming. Believing they were in no danger, Simpson and his men were taken by surprise by twenty-four armed members of the Utah militia, known as the Mormon Nauvoo Legion, led by Major Lot Smith.2

    Smith told Simpson they planned to burn the wagons and everything in them. “Well you have got the advantage of me,” Simpson said. “I guess you will have to burn them.”

    “There is your guns,” Smith challenged, “stacked at the head of the corral, you can take them and we will try for it.”

    Simpson didn’t believe the wagons were worth dying over. Instead of fighting, he asked Smith to let them keep one wagon and team of oxen along with clothing, food, blankets, and guns. Smith agreed but would not allow them to keep their guns and told them to start marching east back the way they had come. The Mormon militiamen took what they wanted from the wagons, set them on fire, and left, herding the livestock with them.3

    As Simpson’s men trekked back along the thousand miles of trail to Leavenworth, they were able to trade with a few other travelers for guns. Fortunately, the Indians left them alone. A month later, they arrived at Leavenworth.4
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    James Hickok returned to Monticello, Kansas, where he filed a claim for 160 acres of land. He began improving it for farmland and built a cabin. Elections were held for Monticello township offices, and on March 22, 1858, James was elected one of four township constables. Based on letters he sent to his family, he was doing well at farming and supplemented his food supply by hunting. On occasion, he acted in his capacity of constable, mentioning in one letter that he had been on official business and in another that he received a summons about twenty-five horses stolen by two men—one with the last name of Scroggins and the other called Black Bob.5

    James’s mother, Polly, became concerned about her son. She must have heard reports about James’s drinking and gambling. On August 14, 1858, he wrote to one of his brothers that their mother had mentioned her concern. Not the greatest speller, he wrote, “I have not drunk a pint of liquar in a year and have not played for a sent [cent] in twice that time[,] the first time I go to Lawrence I will send you my likeness and you can see whether it looks like a whisky face or not.”6

    James’s love life blossomed. John Owens had married a Shawnee woman named Patinuxa. They had one child—a beautiful, intelligent daughter named Mary Jane. James and Mary Jane became infatuated with each other.7 James raved to the homefolks about Mary Jane’s cooking, saying her biscuits beat his mother’s. In an August 23 letter home, he mentioned how Mary Jane was always combing and curling his hair and she had cut a lock for them.8

    While James was away from his cabin, proslavery men burned it to the ground. He rebuilt the cabin, and while called away pursuing his constable duties, proslavery men set fire to it again. The Hickok family became concerned about James and sent Lorenzo to check on him. He arrived at James’s homestead soon after the second fire. James must have realized after his cabin was burned down again that the future was bleak in Johnson County. The two brothers left for Leavenworth at the end of 1858. As for Mary Jane Owens, James never mentioned her again.9

    The Hickok brothers found jobs in Leavenworth. Lorenzo worked as a teamster, and James got a job again with Russell, Majors & Waddell hauling freight.10

    During the summer of 1859, James and Lorenzo were home in Illinois, helping on the family farm. Charles Gross remembered working with James harvesting wheat. He said James was a good strong worker. He was also good at games: pitching horseshoes, running footraces, jumping, and wrestling. By autumn 1859 through the winter of 1860, James was back in Leavenworth, occasionally boarding with the Codys in their hotel they called the Big House.11

    In 1858, gold had been discovered along the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains in what is present-day Colorado. In the spring of 1859, prospectors found bonanza loads in the Clear Creek area. Small settlements such as Denver boomed as prospectors and business interests rushed in to make their fortunes.12 With the influx of people into the mining camps, old trails were expanded into wagon roads, and new roads were developed to bring in people and goods.

    In February 1859, Russell, Majors & Waddell was in rough financial shape. It had lost half a million dollars during the Utah War when the Mormons stole their cattle herd and burned their wagons and freight intended for the US Army. The federal government had yet to compensate the company. To make matters worse, the firm owed a million dollars to creditors. This did not stop William Russell from organizing a new stagecoach company to transport passengers between Leavenworth and Denver. He placed an order for fifty-two Concord stagecoaches and began planning the establishment of relay stations along the routes to change out draft animals. At some locations, meals and lodgings would be provided to travelers. His investors soon included Alexander Majors and William Waddell. The new company became closely tied with Russell, Majors & Waddell and was named the Leavenworth & Pike’s Peak Express Company. Most folks called it the Overland Stage Company.13

    During the end of 1859 and into 1860, James continued to work for Russell, Majors & Waddell hauling freight to western forts and towns as far away as Santa Fe, New Mexico Territory where he might have met Kit Carson. In addition, he began driving stagecoaches for the Overland Stage Company.14
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    It was probably in November 1857 when Billy Cody, returning from his western trip, approached the family homestead and whistled. The old family dog Turk bounded out to greet him, followed by his mother and three sisters overjoyed at his return. However, they did not allow him in the house until his matted, bug-infested hair was cut. He then stripped off his dirty clothes and took a bath outside. After putting on clean clothes, he was allowed in the house where he was given a good home-cooked meal.15

    Billy spent the winter of 1857–1858 attending school, but his heart wasn’t in it. He later wrote, “My mother was anxious about my education. But the master of the frontier school wore out several armfuls of switches in a vain effort to interest me in the ‘three R’s.’”16

    In the spring of 1858, the US Army was preparing to continue its march on Salt Lake City. General William Harney would be leading reinforcements to Utah and additional supplies were needed. Russell, Majors & Waddell still held the Army’s supply contract. Harney wanted eight months of supplies stockpiled at Fort Laramie. That meant three thousand tons of supplies would need to be hauled. Russell, Majors & Waddell hired four thousand men and acquired thousands of wagons and teams of oxen and mules.17

    Billy was eager to head west again, and wagon master Lew Simpson hired him on as part of his bull train. This time, Billy had a horse to ride part of the time, and he also took a turn at bull-whacking. Cody later said that wagon masters Lew Simpson and Tom Stewart entered into a little friendly competition. Simpson believed a proper team of young, healthy oxen could beat a team of mules over the long haul, and Stewart accepted the challenge. Simpson’s oxen train left a week before Stewart’s mule train. The goal was to see whose train would reach the north fork of the Platte River first. Stewart said he’d catch Simpson in a few days.18

    Billy was happy to be back on the plains. Simpson’s hand-picked oxen were making about twenty-five miles a day. On average oxen usually covered about fifteen miles a day. After Simpson’s bull train had traveled 150 miles, one of his men looked behind and shouted, “Here come the mules!”19

    Stewart’s muleskinners were happy and excited as they passed the bullwhackers and their lumbering oxen, leaving them in their dust. However, three hundred miles later, Simpson’s train came upon Stewart’s, which was having a hard time crossing the Platte River. The mules were weakening while the oxen were maintaining their strength. The oxen crossed the river with less effort, but the mules soon overtook them again.20

    The oxen continued to pull at their steady pace as the mules began to weaken. The oxen overtook and passed the mules, reaching the north fork of the Platte River first.21

    Arriving at Fort Laramie, they unloaded their freight. Simpson was told his teams and wagons were needed to haul supplies to Fort Walbach being constructed eighty miles to the south. The wagon beds were removed and stockpiled at the fort so building material could be hauled to the building site. Billy was left behind at Fort Laramie to guard the wagon boxes.22

    Fort Laramie was a wonderful place for a twelve-year-old boy. Not only was it bustling with soldiers and teamsters preparing for action in Utah, but it was a major stop for emigrants on the Oregon Mormon Trail and a gathering point for Indian tribes. Billy saw thousands of Lakotas, Northern Cheyennes, and Northern Arapahos camped nearby. Trappers and traders arrived at the fort. Billy claimed he saw Kit Carson, Jim Bridger, and other legendary trappers and traders. He might have seen Jim Bridger, but Kit Carson was in New Mexico. It’s possible some old duffer passed himself off as Carson to the impressionable boy.23

    Billy saw the Indians talk with each other and the frontiersmen using sign language. He was fascinated with it and put in the time and effort to learn it, more so than he did while in school. The wagon boxes Billy guarded were natural attractions to Indian children, who wanted to play in them. Billy made friends with them as they played, and they taught Billy their games and “a fair working knowledge” of the Lakota language.24
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    President Buchanan had sent Colonel Thomas Kane to negotiate with Brigham Young. Kane was sympathetic to the Mormons and traveled back and forth between the US troops at Fort Bridger and Young at Salt Lake City. Eventually both the newly appointed governor Alfred Cumming and Brigham Young came to an agreement that Young and the Mormons would be pardoned and US troops would not attack if the Mormons accepted Cumming as governor and allowed the establishment of a US military post forty miles southwest of Salt Lake City. The agreement was formalized, and on June 26, 1858, Colonel Johnston and his troops peacefully marched into Salt Lake City, effectively ending the Utah War.25
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    Cody’s various accounts of his return to Leavenworth are jumbled and exaggerated with confusing dates. This is how it may have occurred. In January 1859, Lew Simpson supervised the return of three bull trains to Leavenworth, and Billy accompanied one of them. The trains were spaced well apart on their return along the Platte River. One morning, Simpson was with the middle bull train and planned to ride forward to check on the lead train. He took George Woods and Billy with him. They were out on the exposed prairie when Lakota warriors raced toward them. With nowhere to make a stand, Simpson had the three of them dismount, stand their mules in a triangle formation, and shoot them in the head. They lay down behind the mules’ carcasses and held off the warriors until the second bull train reached them.26

    As the bull trains came within a few days’ travel of Leavenworth, Simpson sent two men and Billy ahead with the record books that included each man’s time worked. He wanted to have their pay waiting for them when they reached Leavenworth. Before they left, he told them to travel only at night and to hide during the day.27

    One night, a blizzard set in and the threesome took shelter in a deep ravine. Either being chased by a war party for two hours, or, more mundane, spotting Indian ponies farther down the ravine, the two men and boy led their mounts up to the head of the ravine that ended in a cave-like hollow. They entered and upon striking a match, they discovered they were surrounded by eight to ten human skeletons. They quickly got out of there, not caring about the blizzard or the Indians. In one account, Cody said the bones were Indians, and in another account, he said they were “murdered emigrants.”28

    Billy reached Leavenworth in February 1859, without further incident, received his pay, and had a joyful reunion with his mother, sisters, and little brother.29 Billy’s joy turned to sorrow when he learned his beloved, older, half-sister Martha had died in November 1858. She had married John Crane on February 7, 1858. After their marriage, Martha discovered John was a bigamist. The Codys believed she died of grief.30

    Mary Cody sent Billy back to school, his teacher being Valentine Divinny. Billy lasted two and a half months, later writing, “the longest period of schooling that I ever received at any one time in my life.”31

    In the spring of 1859, the Rocky Mountain Gold Rush was in full swing. Billy, along with other residents in the Leavenworth area, caught gold fever. Mary allowed him to join a party heading to the goldfields. They traveled across the plains and prospected for gold at Black Hawk on North Clear Creek. After two months of fruitless digging, they decided to head home.32

    Billy and his friends built a raft and floated down the South Platte. After several days on the river, they wrecked, losing their supplies near the Overland Stage Company’s newly established Julesburg way station.33

    Cody later claimed the station agent, George Chrisman, hired him to be a Pony Express rider. However, that could not have been the case since the Pony Express did not yet exist. Possibly Chris-man hired him to act as a messenger between way stations and company wagon trains. Cody said he rode for Chrisman for two months before receiving a letter saying his mother was sick and he needed to come home.34

    A bull train was heading to Auraria, just west of Denver. The wagon master knew Billy and hired him on with the promise that after they delivered their freight to Auraria, he could return with them to Leavenworth. This happened without incident.35

    During the summer of 1859, Mary Cody sold forty acres and used the money to have a hotel built along the road on the Cody property. Julia, now sixteen years old, quit school and helped her mother run the hotel. Mary’s medical bills and hotel expenses were depleting the Cody family funds.36

    On August 26, 1859, Mary Cody wrote a letter to an Iowa friend Laurel Summers. Mary updated Laurel on her situation and provided news on her family writing:


    Willie is one of the smartest and best of boys, he has always been a great comfort to me, and I hope he is to be distinguished yet. He is decidedly the brightest of the family.37



    By the fall of 1859, the Codys had moved into their new hotel they called the Big House and provided room and board to guests who included some of Billy’s acquaintances: Lew Simpson, John Willis, and James Hickok. The Cody women were impressed with James. According to Julia, James liked her so much that he asked her to marry him. She consulted with Billy who told her Hickok was his best friend, but he would never settle down and “trying to housebreak him would be harder than saddling a grizzly bear.” Julia turned down James’s offer.38

    Twenty-three-year-old family friend and veteran trapper, Dave Harrington, invited Billy to go with him to trap for furs along the Republican River to the west. Mary Cody, who seems to have always allowed Billy to go on any trip where he could make money, gave her permission. Sister Julia not only carried on flirtations with James Hickok, but also Dave Harrington. Nothing came of this relationship either.39

    Harrington and Billy bought a wagon, a yoke of oxen, supplies, and traps. They headed west on the Smoky Hill Trail until they reached the small settlement of Junction City. From there they turned northwest taking the Overland Stage Company’s new wagon road, the Leavenworth & Pike’s Peak Route, that roughly followed the Republican River. They slowly worked their way upriver trapping and hunting for furs.40

    When they reached where Prairie Dog Creek enters the Republican River, one of their oxen slipped on ice, dislocating a hip, and Harrington had to shoot him.41 They found plenty of beavers in the area and decided to establish their camp there, building a dugout to live in and setting their traps.42

    One day they spotted a herd of elk. Trying to sneak close to the animals to get a shot, Billy was maneuvering around a sharp bluff along a creek when he slipped, fell, and broke his leg just above the ankle. Harrington laughed when Billy said to shoot him just as he had shot the ox. He carried Billy back to the dugout where he set the break.43

    Billy and Harrington discussed their situation. They decided Harrington would return to the nearest settlement about 125 miles away to rent a yoke of oxen and return to their dugout. They would load their furs and pelts into the wagon along with all their supplies and then return to Leavenworth where Billy could get better care for his leg. Dave figured it would take him about twenty days to make the round trip. He gathered a supply of firewood to last Billy while he was gone. There was snow on the ground so he could melt that for drinking water. They had plenty of meat and other food supplies so Billy would not starve. Harrington immediately started out on foot.44

    Billy kept track of the days that seemed to drag. On the twelfth day things picked up. Billy was asleep when he felt a hand on his shoulder. Opening his eyes, he saw a painted Indian warrior standing over him. The man spoke to Billy in a mixture of Lakota and English, asking what he was doing there and how many others were with him. As they spoke, more warriors entered the dugout. There were others outside, but the space was not large enough for all of them. An older Lakota entered and Billy recognized him. He thought he was the chief Rain-in-the-Face.45

    However, the man could not have been Rain-in-the-Face, who was born about 1851. At this time, he would have been only eight years old.46 Rain-in-the-Face was a Hunkpapa Lakota. The Hunkpapas were the northernmost Lakotas and did not usually range that far south.47

    The older man, whoever he was, was the leader of the war party. He knew Billy from his time at Fort Laramie. Billy had played with his children and spent time in his lodge. Billy explained he had broken his leg and his partner had left to get a yoke of oxen to take him away. Billy asked if they were going to kill him. The leader said that was what some of the younger men wanted to do. After the leader conferred with the warriors, they decided to let Billy live since he was still a boy.48

    The warriors remained the rest of the day, cooking and eating his food. They fed Billy and stayed the night. Leaving early the next morning, they took his weapons, some food, and a few cooking utensils. However, they left the beaver pelts and furs as well as Harrington and Billy’s traps.49

    During the following days, a blizzard raged, and prowling wolves made the nights uncomfortable. Billy had a difficult time getting to the firewood pile, and he was running low on food. By day twenty, the day of Harrington’s estimated return, there was no sign of him.50

    On day twenty-nine, Billy heard Dave Harrington’s voice as he brought his oxen up Prairie Dog Creek. Billy was never so happy to see anyone in his whole life. Harrington had been caught in the blizzard for three days. The oxen had wandered away, but he was able to find them. They had to break through deep snow to reach Billy.51

    Dave loaded the wagon with three hundred beaver pelts along with other furs, their traps, and equipment, and then made Billy comfortable in the wagon bed. It took them eight days to reach a settler’s cabin on the Republican River where they rested two days. From there, they continued to the homestead where Harrington had rented the oxen. The owner allowed them to continue to
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