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FOREWORD

Dear Readers,

For thirty-five years, India’s first and most prestigious record book has been curating achievements of Indians who determinedly seek their place in the sun, its light shining on their incredible achievements that surpass all that came before. This year too, many of our fellow countrypeople have scripted history with their stellar performances in varied fields.

Why not begin with the 2024 Olympics! Aman Sehrawat, 21 years and 24 days old, became India’s youngest-ever Olympic medallist by winning the bronze in the men’s freestyle 57 kg wrestling event in Paris. Manu Bhaker’s stunning performances in both the 10 m pistol mixed event (with Sarabjot Singh) and the 10 m air pistol event won India its first ever Olympic medal in women’s shooting. Bhaker is also the only Indian woman, and the only Indian athlete since Independence, to win two medals in a single edition of the Olympics.

The year 2024 also saw India’s most successful campaign ever in the Paralympic Games, with a tally of 29 medals including 7 golds. Para shooter Avani Lekhara became the first Indian woman to bag 2 gold medals in this mega sports event, with her win in the women’s 10 m air rifle standing SH1 event at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, and again in Paris, setting a new record of 249.7 points in 2024. Sharing the glory on the podium were Sumit Antil, Navdeep Singh, Harvinder Singh, and Mariyappan Thangavelu. The list goes on …

Back home, showing both stamina and fortitude, B. Srinivasan from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, completed 301 half-marathons (beating the previous record of 164), the most by an individual, covering 7,037.77 km. Kavita Singh from the capital achieved new heights by performing yoga asanas at Umling La, at an altitude of 19,024 ft, breaking the record for performance at the highest altitude.

In the field of medical sciences too, India and Indians went from strength to strength. In April 2024, President Droupadi Murmu launched India’s first home-grown CAR-T cell therapy for the treatment of cancer, developed by IIT Bombay, Tata Memorial Centre, and ImmunoACT. While it is a first for India, it is also being deemed as the most affordable CAR-T cell therapy in the world.

Keeping the spirit of Indian culture alive, the Nrityachakra team of the Prerana Foundation from Pune, Maharashtra, performed Kathak with a record-setting 1,188 participants at Maharashtriya Mandal’s Chandrashekhar Agashe College Grounds, Pune, in February 2024.

Marking commendable strides in defence and security, the first private military aircraft facility was inaugurated in October 2024 at Vadodara, Gujarat – the result of a partnership between Tata Advanced Systems Limited and Airbus Defence and Space.

Closer to our everyday lives, the record for the world’s largest office building now belongs to India! Surat Diamond Bourse, Gujarat, has surpassed the record of the Pentagon, USA.

Chronicling these feats and many more, the Limca Book of Records 2025 offers, as always, not just a collection of records but a unique celebration of the triumphs of India and Indians.

Please join us in congratulating and applauding all those who have set glorious new records and made the country proud!

LBR Marketing Team

Coca-Cola India
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FROM THE LBR EDITORIAL TEAM

Dear Readers,

As we put the final lustrous cover on the Limca Book of Records, we marvel once again at the spirit and zeal of people fired by the imagination and the will to raise the bar and rise above it; to defy not only the expectations of others but also their own.

Take, for instance, India’s historic double gold victory – both in the open and women’s events – at the Chess Olympiad in Budapest, Hungary, which comes as a glowing testimony to the country’s leading place in the game!

Then again, on the global stage, at the Paris Paralympic Games, Sumit Antil became the first Indian to successfully defend his gold medal in the men’s javelin throw in the F64 category while Navdeep Singh secured a historic first-ever gold in the men’s javelin throw in the F41 category. Harvinder Singh brought home India’s maiden gold medal in para archery with a thumping 6–0 victory in the men’s individual recurve open final. Mariyappan Thangavelu became the first Indian para athlete to win medals at three consecutive Paralympic Games with his bronze in high jump (1.85 m).

Indians have also made groundbreaking strides in medical science. This year, a record has been registered for the highest spectacle power corrected surgically (–32.5 D) by Dr Rahil Chaudhary of Eye7 Eye Hospital, New Delhi.

Efforts for environment welfare have naturally made it to the book too. India’s largest climate clock was installed and activated by the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) at the CSIR Headquarters Building in New Delhi, as a part of the Earth Day celebrations on 23 April 2024. The aim was to spread awareness about climate change and its ill effects.

This edition is underpinned by our team’s painstaking research as always. Pushpendra Saroj, a Samajwadi Party candidate who won the Lok Sabha election 2024 from UP, was widely hailed as the youngest member of the Lok Sabha. However, our deep dive into data showed that Prakash Chandra from Bihar was younger by a day when he became a member of the eighth Lok Sabha in 1984 – an unbroken Parliament record we retrieved from oblivion.

And now there are a couple of important notes to share with you …

First, a significant change in our policy. We have stopped considering record attempts by minors (children below 18 years) for review. However, records related to official sports events (associated with only officially recognized national or international bodies such as the BCCI, IOA, ICC, and FIFA) and medical science where the minor is not an active participant (heaviest baby, lightest baby, and similar records) may be considered.

Second, we have introduced a new icon to mark all public domain records added or significantly updated 2025 edition onwards: [image: img].

Finally, please remember that while pursuing records, record applicants have to be watchful of risks and damage to both their life and those of others while attempting records. A case in point is the hoarding put up by Ego Media at Ghatkopar, Mumbai, which held the record as the largest hoarding in India. When it collapsed and took 17 lives, and Ego Media was accused of flouting the law, we wrote to them for a satisfactory explanation. In the absence of a response, we cancelled the record.

We have a zero-tolerance policy towards non-compliance with the law and issues that threaten or impact public health and safety. The onus is on the applicants to get a full understanding of all the compliance required for a particular attempt and fulfil the same.

The LBR Team looks forward to your continued support and participation, and wishes you all a joyous year full of aspirations and achievements.

Anirban Sarkar

Managing Editor, Limca Book of Records

(Reference Division, Hachette India)
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SKILLS

Most juggling patterns on a balance board

Jaykishan Vimalbhai Hingu from Jetpur, Gujarat, performed 28 juggling patterns using 3 balls while balancing on a balance board on 5 May 2021 at Radha Park, Jetpur. The patterns were cascade, columns, fake columns, the machine, crossed columns, one going over the top, half shower, false shower, behind the back, box, clawed catches, Mangham’s mangle, ‘M’, infinity, reverse infinity, Georgian shuffle, real tennis, tennis, yo-yo, oy-oy, outside throws, Statue of Liberty, shower, Ripley’s rainbow, wiper, ‘W’, the weave, and Mill’s mess.
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Jaykishan Vimalbhai Hingu

Fastest to form the English alphabet on Rubik’s cubes while blindfolded

Affan Kutty from Thane, Mumbai, formed all 26 letters of the English alphabet from A to Z, while blindfolded, on 7 x 7 Rubik’s cubes on 30 May 2020 at Noori Garden, Mumbai, in 5 mins 6 secs 55 microseconds. Each letter was formed on all six sides of the Rubik’s cube.

Most football rolls from eye to eye

Satish Kasi from Bengaluru, Karnataka, performed 164 football rolls from eye to eye in 1 min. from 9:36 a.m. to 9:37 a.m. on 16 May 2019 at Sree Kanteerava Stadium, Bengaluru. He shifts the football from eye to eye while balancing the ball on the forehead.

[image: img]

Satish Kasi

[image: image] Most tie knots tied – 1 min

Dr Deepak M. Sharma from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, knotted a tie around the neck seven times in 1 min. on 12 February 2020 at a stage performance in Surat.

Longest duration of non-stop hitting of a dangling cricket ball

Dr Arjun Anand Shirsath from Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, knocked a dangling cricket ball with a 1.83 m (6 ft) cord length non-stop 10,332 times with a bat for 4 hrs 34 mins 35 secs on 24 April 2020.

Longest basketball shot

Manisha Satyajit Dange from Thane made a 21.4 m long basketball shot in 2 secs 72 millisecs at 10:03 a.m. on 22 May 2021 at the Central Railway Sport Complex, Parel, Mumbai.

Longest time balancing a hockey stick on the middle finger

Arun Kumar Kannan Murthy from Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu, balanced an on-field hockey stick on his middle finger for 3 hrs 11 mins 50 secs on 18 August 2019 at Neat Trust, Vellore.

Longest time balancing a hockey stick on the little finger

Gagandeep Singh from Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab, balanced a hockey stick weighing 660 g on his little finger for 1 hr from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 10 May 2019 in Sirhind, Fatehgarh.

[image: img]

Gagandeep Singh

ENDEAVOUR

Marathon Knitting – solo

Sazida Khan from New Delhi knitted woollen caps for a duration of 27 hrs 28 mins. She started knitting with a number 4 needle at 7:00 a.m. on 26 September 2023 and finished at 10:28 a.m. on 27 September 2023 at Tejas Camp Race Course, New Delhi. She knitted 16 woollen caps as part of the event.

YOGA

[image: image] Longest setubandhasana

Prof. Dr S. Ramesh Babu from Bengaluru, Karnataka, performed setubandhasana (bridge pose) for 24 mins from 8:00 a.m. to 8:24 a.m. on 9 July 2019 at Vidyanjali Academy for Learning, Bengaluru.

Longest ashtavakrasana

Adesh Motiramji Karnase from Gurugram, Haryana, performed ashtavakrasana (eight-angle pose) for 1 min. 4 secs on 10 June 2020 in Morshi, Maharashtra.

Longest vishvamitrasana

Nitin Mohanrao Prajapat from Gurugram, performed vishvamitrasana for 1 min. 13 secs on 10 June 2020 in Morshi, Maharashtra.

Longest padma mayurasana

Mangal Raj from Sitamarhi, Bihar, performed padma mayurasana (lotus in peacock pose) for 4 mins 14 secs starting at 5:49 p.m. to 5:54 p.m. on 19 November 2021 at Raj Classic Park, Versova, Mumbai.

[image: img]

Mangal Raj

Longest purvattanasana

Sandeep Krishna Murthy Karupakala and Aruna K.S. from Chintamani, Karnataka, held purvattanasana (upward plank pose) for 2 mins 10 secs on 10 April 2021 at Lalitha Nivas, Chintamani.

Longest mandukasana

Swapan Kumar Sur from Faridabad, Haryana, performed mandukasana (frog pose) for 47 mins 11 secs starting at 8:33 p.m. to 9:21 p.m. on 14 April 2021 in Chhinamore, Hooghly, West Bengal.

Longest parshva poorna dhanurasana

Amrutha Anand from Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu, performed parshva poorna dhanurasana (full side bow pose) for 15 mins 10 secs, starting at 2:00 p.m., on 2 March 2019 at the Great Wall of China, Beijing.

[image: img]

Amrutha Anand

Longest mayurasana – with one hand

Mangal Raj from Sitamarhi, Bihar, performed mayurasana (peacock pose) with one hand for 56 secs on 4 February 2022 at Raj Classic Park, Versova, Mumbai.

Longest Hanumanasana

Dr Narendra Kumar Sharma from Jaipur, Rajasthan, performed Hanumanasana (monkey pose) for 23 mins 36 secs on 22 June 2020 in Malviya Nagar, Jaipur.

Longest ekapada shirshasana

Virendra Vikram Singh (b. 2 December 1954) from Balrampur, Uttar Pradesh, performed ekapada shirshasana (foot behind the head pose) for 10 mins from 10:00 a.m. to 10:10 a.m. on 20 February 2019 at M.L.K. PG College, Balrampur.

Longest Bakasana

Virendera Vikram Singh from Balrampur, Uttar Pradesh, performed the Bakasana (crane pose) for 5 mins from 6: 10 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. on 16 May 2022 at M.P.P. Inter College, Balrampur.

Longest Janu Shirshasana

Virendera Vikram Singh from Balrampur, performed the janu shirshasana (head to knee pose) for 1 hour from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on 24 February 2021 at Late Ravindra Singh Memorial, Balrampur.

Longest Paschimottanasana

Virendera Vikram Singh from Balrampur, performed the paschimottanasana (seated forward bend pose) for 40 mins from 9:00 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. on 19 May 2020 at Bagh Palace, Balrampur.

Longest supta pandangushthasana

Virendera Vikram Singh from Balrampur, performed the supta pandangushthasana (reclining hand to big toe pose) for 20 mins from 9:50 a.m. to 10:10 a.m. on 19 May 2020 at Late Maharaj Dharmendra Prasad Singh Memorial, Balrampur.

Longest padahastasana

Arooj. K from Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, performed the padahastasana (forward bending pose) for 3 min 24 sec from 8:26 a.m. to 8:29 a.m. on 24 April 2024 at his home.
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Arooj. K
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[image: image] Yoga at the highest altitude


Kavita Singh from New Delhi has performed yogasanas at Umling La Ladakh on 20 April 2024 at an altitude of 19,024 ft for 1 hour 9 mins 34 secs. She performed these asanas along with Surya namaskar at an extremely cold temperature at –17 degree Celsius with 40 per cent less oxygen than average.





Longest karnapidasana

Adarsh Pandey from Rewa, Madhya Pradesh, performed the karnapidasana (lifting legs over head and bending knees towards ears) for 30 mins on 14 May 2024 at Dekhaha, Rewa, Madhya Pradesh.

Longest niralamba ushtrasana

Dr Narendra Kumar Sharma from Jaipur, Rajasthan, performed niralamba ushtrasana (unsupported camel pose) for 10 mins 38 secs on 30 May 2021 in Bharatpur, Rajasthan.

[image: img]

Dr Narendra Kumar Sharma

Longest padma vrischikasana

Shyam Shamraoji Gawande from Wardha, Maharashtra performed the padma vrischikasana (scorpion in lotus pose) for 2 mins and 8 sec on 18 February 2024 at his home in Wardha.

Longest sirsasana

Puran Singh from Mathura, performed the sirsasana (headstand) for 4 hours from 6:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on 29 October 2023 at the Chandralekha Stadium.

PHYSICAL FEATS

Most alternative squats – 1 min.

Gaurav Singh Bhatti of Mandi Dabwali, Haryana, attempted 122 alternative squats in 1 min. at Big Gym on 7 July 2018.
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Gaurav Singh Bhatti

Most squats – 1 min.– women

Priyanka Prasher from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 97 squats in 1 min. from 12:09 p.m. to 12:10 p.m. on 10 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most squats – 1 min.

Apoorv Ashok Mathur performed 96 squats in 1 min. at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram, Haryana, on 28 April 2018.

Most sit-ups – 1 min.

Sandeep Arya of Kolkata, attempted 67 sit-ups in 1 min. at Tivoli Court, Kolkata, at 9.30 a.m. on 28 April 2018.

Most abdominal sit-ups – 1 min.– women

Shreya Bhardwaj performed 85 abdominal sit-ups in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 23 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most burpees – 1 min.– women

Ankita Nagpal from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 48 burpees in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 23 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most jumping jacks – 1 min. – women

Richa Maheshwari from New Delhi performed 115 jumping jacks in 1 min. from 12:07 p.m. to 12:08 p.m. on 25 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most jumping jacks – 1 hr

Jasjeet Singh from New Delhi performed 4,479 jumping jacks in 1 hr from 9:12 a.m. to 10:12 a.m. on 17 February 2021 at his residence in Vikaspuri, Delhi.
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Jasjeet Singh

Most jumping jacks – 1 min.

Venkata Sairam Reddy Pulusu from Hyderabad, Telangana, performed 127 jumping jacks in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 23 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most lunges – 1 hr

Kapil Arora from Mumbai, Maharashtra, performed 948 lunges in 1 hr between 8:16 a.m. and 9:16 a.m. on 28 June 2020 at his residence.

Most abdominal crunches – 1 min.

Mohit Bhardwaj from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 108 abdominal crunches in 1 min. from 12:06 p.m. to 12:07 p.m. on 23 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Longest plank

Abhishek Sihag from Sikar, Rajasthan, performed the longest plank for 8 hrs 5 mins from 6:51 a.m. to 2:56 p.m. at the Railway Community Centre, Sikar, on 1 January 2019.

Most parallel dips – 1 min.

Ashish Lohia from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 75 parallel dips in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 28 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym in Gurugram.

Most pistol squats – alternating legs – 1 min.

Shivam from Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, performed 45 pistol squats in 1 min. using legs alternately on 4 September 2019 at his residence.

Highest unassisted martial arts kick [image: image]

Chinmay Sharma, from New Delhi, has performed the highest unassisted martial arts 360 degree kick on 4 August 2024. The kick reached a height of 6 ft 9 inches setting a new benchmark.

Most bicycle crunches – 1 min. (woman)

Sunita Chhabra from Jaipur, Rajasthan, performed 88 bicycle crunches in 1 min. from 7:32 p.m. to 7:33 p.m. on 18 February 2020 at the office of JVP Media Group, Jaipur.

Most jump squats – 1 min.

Himanshu Jadon from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 82 jump squats in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 28 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most reverse dips – 1 min.

Ankush Gurjar from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 137 reverse dips in 1 min. from 12:06 p.m. to 12:07 p.m. on 4 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most crunches*

Nitin Arora of Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, performed 1,000 abdomen crunches in 8 mins from 8:45 a.m. to 8:53 a.m. on 6 May 2018.

Most full-contact kicks on a kickpad – alternate legs – 1 hr

Naman Bhardwaj from Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, performed 6,170 full-contact kicks in 1 hr from 10:20 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. on 26 May 2021 at Vasundhara Taekwondo Academy, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.

[image: img]

Naman Bhardwaj


Most of push-ups
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Arya Rishabh Rameshchandra

Most two-finger push-ups – both arms – 1 min.

Arya Rishabh Rameshchandra from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, performed 65 two-finger push-ups (index and middle finger) in 1 min. on 19 May 2019 at I-Can Gym, Ahmedabad.

Most side-jump push-ups – 1 min.

Anand S. from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, performed 42 side-jump push-ups in 1 min. from 1:00 p.m. to 1:01 p.m. on 20 October 2021 in Potheri, Chennai.

Most superman push-ups – 1 min.

Kuwar Amritbir Singh from Gurdaspur, Punjab, performed 52 superman push-ups in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 5 May 2021 in Umarwala, Punjab.

Most abdominal push-ups – 1 hr

Prof. Dr S. Ramesh Babu of Bengaluru, Karnataka, did 1,700 non-stop abdominal push-ups in 1 hr, at Prof. Satish Dhawan Park, from 9:00 a.m. on 14 April 2018.

Most clap push-ups – 1 min.

Jatin Goel from Gurugram, Haryana, performed 85 clap push-ups in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 10 May 2019 at H2O Fitness Gym, Gurugram.

Most fingertip push-ups – one arm – 1 min.

Shaikh Rejaul Haque of Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra, performed 45 one-arm fingertip push-ups in 1 min. on 20 May 2015.

[image: img]

Shaikh Rejaul Haque

Most tandem push-ups – 1 min.

Mandeep Singh Karir and Baldeep Singh of Singhbhum, Jharkhand, performed 28 tandem push-ups in 1 min. at Paul Fitness and Yoga Hub on 6 July 2022.

[image: img]

Mandeep Singh Karir

Most diamond push-ups – 1 min.

V. Kaliraj from Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, did 112 diamond push-ups in 1 min. on 26 May 2019 at D’Pearl Sport Academy, Ramapuran, Chennai.
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V. Kaliraj

Most half-knuckle push-ups – 1 min.

Ashif Khan from Gurugram, Haryana, did 145 half-knuckle push-ups in 1 min. from 12:05 p.m. to 12:06 p.m. on 23 May 2019 at H2O Fitness gym, Gurugram.

Most half push-ups – 1 hr

Umesh Sopan Vyavahare of Adhegaon, Tal Madha, Solapur District, Maharashtra, performed 2,993 half push-ups in 1 hr from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on 13 July 2017.

Most decline push-ups – 1 min. – women

Shaleni Banthia from New Delhi performed 55 decline push-ups in 1 min. on 24 May 2023 from 5:00 p.m. to 5:01 p.m. at Feet Fit Gym, New Delhi.
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Shaleni Banthia

Most incline push-ups – 1 min.

Jasjeet Singh from New Delhi performed 90 incline push-ups in 1 min. on 25 August 2023 from 7:39 a.m. to 7:40 a.m. at MMA Warriors Fight Club and Fitness Hub, Delhi.

Most two-thumb push-ups – 1 min.

Harpreet Singh of Sultanpuri Lodhi, Kapurthala District, Punjab, performed 69 two-thumb push-ups in 1 min. at Lyallpur Khalsa College for Women on 17 April 2017.

Most push-ups – 1 min. – women

Sunita Chhabra of Jaipur, Rajasthan, performed 34 full push-ups at Manav Seva Trust’s head office in 1 min. on 25 March 2018.

Most contortion push-ups – 1 min.

Rajendra Bishnoi from Bikaner, Rajasthan, performed 132 unique contortion push-ups in 1 min. on 17 March 2019 at Swargiya Shri Balasaheb Thackeray Maidan, Mumbai.



* This record has been revised after updates in the rules regarding this category.

[image: image] The Skipping Guys
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[image: image] Aman Baburam Verma

Aman Baburam Verma of Kalyan West, Maharashtra, created three skipping records at Birla College in Kalyan, Maharashtra:

■ 320 alternative skips in 1 minute on 5 May 2018

■ 163 doubles in 1 minute on 22 June 2018

■ 70 buttock jumps in 30 sec on 26 June 2018

[image: image] One-leg skipping – most in 1 min.

Dr Raghuvir Gangjibhai Dayatar of Keshod, Junagadh District, Gujarat, skipped 248 times in 1 min. on his right leg at his physiotherapy clinic on 18 March 2017.

[image: image] Two-leg skipping – most in 1 min.

Amit Pal of Janakpuri, New Delhi, skipped 256 times in 1 min. on 2 March 2018.

[image: image] Dishant Rawal

Dishant Rawal of Charkhi Dardi, Haryana, performed 5 skipping records of 1 min. each:

■ 140 reverse cross skips on 2 legs

■ 137 reverse cross skips on 1 leg

■ 94 cross skips with joggers on 2 legs

■ 102 reverse cross skips with joggers on 2 legs

■ 149 reverse skips on 1 leg



LARGEST
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[image: image] [image: image] Largest raj kachori


A team of five chefs, Vaibhav Nehra, Rudra Pratap Singh, Gireesh Kumar, Bipin Rawat, and Rahul, from Bird Airport Hotel Pvt. Ltd, Roseate House, Hospitality District, Aerocity, New Delhi, made the largest raj kachori (an Indian chaat dish), measuring 76.2 cm (2.5 ft) in diameter. The raj kachori was appropriately filled with stuffing, curd, and chutneys, and was made in 40 minutes on 22 May 2024 at Roseate House, Aerocity, New Delhi.
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[image: image] [image: image] Largest decorative display using currency*


Sri Sathya Ganapathi Shirdi Sai Trust (R) created the largest decorative display, covering an area of 13,000 sq ft using Indian currency on 18 September 2023 for Ganesh Chaturthi. The impressive display was created over a period of 18 days by 150 artisans under CCTV surveillance. The value of coins and notes used for making the display was ₹7,00,000, and included ₹1, ₹10, and ₹20 coins, and ₹20, ₹50, ₹100, ₹200, and ₹500 notes.





*This is a one-time category. Further and future applications for this record will not be accepted.
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[image: image] Largest flag – recycled material


Coca-Cola India created the largest flag from recycled material, which was displayed during the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023. They created the Indian national flag from approximately 11,000 PET bottles. It measured 35 metres (114.83 ft) in length and 20 metres (65.62 ft) in width, and weighed 115.55 kg.





SMALLEST

[image: image] Smallest rugby stadium model

Shaminder Singh from Coventry, UK, constructed a model of the Ricoh Arena rugby stadium, 122 cm (48 in.) long, 76 cm (29.9 in.) wide, and 41 cm (16.1 in.) high, with 45,000 toothpicks. He worked on the model for a total of 900 hours over six months between 1 September 2017 and 2 March 2018.
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Smallest rugby stadium

Smallest scissors

Mattewada Ajay Kumar of Warangal, Telangana, created a miniature working pair of gold scissors in 3 hrs in 2015. It is 11 mm (0.43 in.) long and weighs 0.18 mg.
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Smallest scissors

Smallest microwave oven

Salvendar Ghansheed Baba from Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, made the smallest microwave oven, 80 mm (3.15 in.) long, 35 mm (1.38 in.) wide, and 40 mm (1.57 in.) high in 15 days, from 11 to 25 December 2018. He used plywood cardboard, green and orange LED lights of 3 volts, 1,000-ohm resistor, small wires, Nichrome wire, aluminium foil, Fevicol glue, a small switch, a design sticker, a 3.7-volt phone battery and a connecting pin to make the oven.
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Smallest microwave oven

Smallest gold violin

Mattewada Ajay Kumar of Warangal, Telangana, created a 20 mm (0.78 in) long miniature gold violin, weighing 0.74 mg, in 12 hrs in 2009.

[image: img]

Smallest gold violin

Smallest spinning wheel

Jayant Natthuji Tandulkar from Nagpur, Maharashtra, designed the smallest spinning wheel (charkha) to spin yarn from cotton measuring 2.94 mm (0.12 in.) in length, 2.40 mm (0.09 in.) in width, 2.74 mm (0.11 in.) in height, and weighing 0.03 g on 22 April 2023. It took him 8 hrs to make it. He used materials such as steel wire, wooden sticks, and cotton thread to make it. The charkha was measured using a vernier caliper and a digital scale.

[image: img]

Smallest spinning wheel

Smallest Wimbledon Centre Court model

Shaminder Singh of Coventry, UK, made a replica of the Wimbledon Centre Court using 12,000 toothpicks over 40 hours each week in 03 months from 2 July to 25 September 2017. The structure is 36 in (91.44 cm) long, 28 in (71.12 cm) wide, and 12 in (30.48 cm) in height.
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Smallest Wimbledon Centre Court model

Smallest iron

Pawan Sharma of Surat, Gujarat, made the smallest electric iron of 17 mm (0.67 in.) height, 9 mm (0.35 in.) width, and 2.5 mm (0.10 in.) thickness, which he completed in seven days spending 1 hr every day until 17 October 2012. The iron is made using aluminium, a plastic handle, asbestos, tungsten wire, a steel stand, and a mobile charger with a 12V DC connection.

[image: img]

Smallest iron

Smallest model of Belur Math

Sudhakar Raghunath Shinde from Pune, Maharashtra, carved the smallest model of the Belur Math, out of wood, measuring 218.5 cm (86 in.) in length, 102 cm (40 in.) in width, and 98 cm (38.6 in.) in height. The design included details such as carving of elephants, balconies, blooming lotuses, domes, pillars, Lord Ganesha, and Lord Hanuman. He has never visited the Belur Math and made this model using images downloaded from the internet.

[image: img]

Smallest model of Belur Math

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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[image: image] Largest shoe donation

INC.5 Shoes Pvt. Ltd in Mumbai, Maharashtra, distributed 5,000 pairs of shoes to women, girls, and the underprivileged in Mumbai and Navi Mumbai between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 15 March 2019.

[image: image] Most food donated in a single day – multiple venues

The ISKCON Temple in Dwarka, Delhi, under the chairmanship of Pradyumna Priya Das, in coordination with the district magistrate of south-west Delhi, Rahul Singh, cooked and distributed food to migrant labourers and other needy persons during the lockdown. Beginning in the third week of March 2020 with 5,000 meals a day, they increased the meals to 10,000 and subsequently 100,000 a day.

[image: image] Most food packets distributed

Swami Sunil Das Prabhakaran, chairman of the Muthalamada Charitable Trust in Palakkad, Kerala, has been distributing 1,000 food packets every day to the poor since 1992. He distributed nine million food packets and seventy million litres of drinking water to the poor up to September 2018.

[image: image] Most toys donated – single day

Children’s University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat, has donated 5,100 toys on a single day, 12 May 2022, on its campus between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The toys were distributed to eight organizations and schools, as well as NGOs working with children. The donation drive was organized by the University’s Departments of Toy Innovations and Social Work, and around 30 people participated in the drive.

[image: image] Most benches donated – 1 year

The Ghanshyamdas Saraf Trust, a charitable trust in Mumbai, Maharashtra, donated 127 three-seater RCC pink benches to temples and police stations in and around Mumbai, between July 2021 and July 2022. A team of eight people were employed in making the benches and it took a week to make 20 benches.

[image: image] Most ramps constructed – single day

J.K. Cement Ltd, Uttar Pradesh, set a record by constructing 249 cemented ramps for the specially abled on 5 August 2021 at different government schools around Jaipur, Rajasthan. The ramps were constructed for government schools of Jotwara City and Rural, and Sanganer City and Rural.

[image: image] Most woollen caps donated – group – single day – single venue

The Air Force Wives Welfare Association (AFWWA) from New Delhi donated 9,071 woollen caps to Safe Approach, a shelter home in Delhi on 28 October 2022 between 9:55 a.m. and 12:51 p.m. Nineteen people participated in the event as organizers. Each cap measured 22.86–26.67 cm (9–10.5 in.) in length and 43.18–50.8 cm (17–20 in.) in circumference.
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Woollen caps for everyone!
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[image: image] Most craft pieces made out of waste – solo – single day


Ratnamala Rao from Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, made the most number of handmade craft pieces from waste in a day. She made 53 craft pieces in total and her craftworks included a variety of items, including table, chair, handbag, lamp, bracelet, necklace, cake, and samosa.





CURRENCY, COINS, AND STAMPS

Largest collection of currency notes with birth dates of presidents and prime ministers of India

Ajay Mehta of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, has the largest collection of Indian currency notes, with serial numbers matching the birth dates of all Indian presidents and prime ministers so far. There are 32 currency notes in total in his collection.

Largest collection of specimen currency notes

Ajay Singh Rawat from Dehradun, Uttarakhand, has 165 unduplicated specimen currency notes from 165 internationally recognized countries. The total notes in his collection, including multiple notes from a single country are 313. Some of them are also from unrecognized countries including Bermuda, Cayman Islands, and Transnistria.

Largest collection of high denomination currency notes

Putsa Krishna Kameshwar from Amalapuram, Andhra Pradesh, has the largest collection of high denomination currency notes with 306 unduplicated high denomination currency notes of 49 different denominations from 100 to 100 quadrillion from 91 countries. He has been collecting these since 2007. The oldest note in his collection is from Portugal with a face value of 12,800 Réis, printed in 1799, and the latest note is from Iran, 10,000 rials, released in 2022.


Specimen Currency Note

A specimen currency note is a limited-edition sample of a real banknote that is denoted by the word ‘SPECIMEN’ to make it obvious that it is not legal tender and cannot be used for transactions. These notes are used to familiarize people and authorities with the newly issued currency, to display new banknote designs, or to allow collectors to examine various currency variations.



[image: img]

Specimen currency notes

Largest collection of ₹5 stamps

Putsa Krishna Kameshwar from Amalapuram, Andhra Pradesh, has the largest collection of ₹5 stamps with 360 unduplicated stamps released by India Post. His collection includes famous personalities of India, places, animals, birds, trees, forts, festivals, institutions, zodiac signs, movie artists, Indian cuisine, Indian fashion and so on. He has collected these over a period of 25 years.

Largest collection of 7-digit currency notes

Sagi Satya Narayana Raju from Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, has the largest collection of unduplicated 7-digit Indian currency notes. There are 116 notes in total in his collection.

Largest collection of COVID-19 themed coins

Paravathina Venkata Narayana from Yedidha, Andhra Pradesh, has the largest collection of unduplicated COVID-19 themed international currency coins which consists of 40 coins from 23 countries and 2 British Overseas Territories. These coins were released between 2020 and 2023.

[image: img]

Largest collection of COVID-19 themed coins

Largest collection of postcards – matchbox theme

Samirkumar Hasmukhbhai Arya from Valsad, Gujarat, has the largest collection of unduplicated matchbox-themed postcards with 170 unused postcards featuring matchbox label art. He believes that his collection showcases art, history, and diversity, and this collection is his way of preserving heritage.

[image: img]

Largest collection of matchbox themed postcards

Largest collection of star series currency notes

Sagi Satya Narayana Raju from Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, has the largest collection of unduplicated star series Indian currency notes. There are 5,100 notes in total in his collection.
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[image: image] Largest collection of FAO coins


Narasimha Baba Durga Dara from Hyderabad, Telangana, has the largest collection of unduplicated Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) coins that consists of 152 international currency coins in different denominations from more than 60 countries across the world. He started collecting these coins in 2020, and his collection has been increasing since then.





Largest collection of solid number currency notes

Sagi Satya Narayana Raju from Vishakapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, has the largest collection of unduplicated solid number Indian currency notes. There are 1,116 notes in total in his collection.
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Solid number currency notes

Largest collection of 5-rupee notes with the same serial number

Raj Kishore Mahanta from Keonjhar, Odisha, has the largest collection of 5-rupee currency notes with the same serial number. He has 108 notes in his collection with the serial number 999990. All notes have the signature of the former RBI governor D. Subbarao.
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₹5 notes with the same serial number

Largest collection of one-quarter British anna coins

Rajendra Agrawal ‘Shashi’ from Satna, Madhya Pradesh, has collected 10 varieties of one-quarter British anna coins issued between 1835 and 1942. His collection has 90 coins and includes the East India Company, Queen Victoria, King Edward II, King George V, and King George VI.
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Largest collection of one-quarter British anna coins

MEMORY

[image: img]

Abheer Dinesh Bang


[image: image] Fastest to identify the capitals of all the countries of the world*

Abheer Dinesh Bang from Nanded, Maharashtra identified the capitals of all the countries in the world in 15 minutes on 8 October 2023 at Brilliant Commerce Academy, Nanded.



* The rules regarding the age of participants have been modified. Please see Rules and Guidelines.


Memory Mania

Fastest to identify the flags of all the countries of the world*

Taha Ammar Kheyroolla from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, identified the flags of all the countries (195) of the world in 3 mins 1 millisec. on 16 May 2021 at Club Mahindra Resort, Puducherry.

Fastest to identify all the bones in the human body

Kudrat Kukreja from Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, set a new record by identifying all the bones in the human body in 1 min. 53 secs on 21 August 2020 at Hotel Siddharth, Ram Bazar, Shimla.

Fastest solving of mirror cube while blindfolded*

Mohammed Aiman Koli from Mumbai, Maharashtra, solved a mirror cube (3 x 3), blindfolded, in 1 min. 0.8 sec. on 26 December 2017 at Veermata Jijabai Technological Institute, Mumbai.

Fastest to recall 2,500 digits of π

Vimosh Venugopal from Thrissur, Kerala, recalled 2,500 digits of the value of π correctly in 12 mins 18 secs 90 microseconds on 27 October 2019 at Hotel Joys Palace, Thrissur.

Fastest identification of all elements of the periodic table

Jag Prasad Bhattarai from Dehradun, Uttarakhand, identified all 118 elements of the periodic table by looking at the atomic numbers arranged in random order in 1 min. 30 secs on 19 February 2019 at the Choice Coaching Institute, Kaulagarh, Dehradun.

Most 2-digit numbers multiplied correctly – 1 min.*

Abhilakshya Arora, a student of Trendz Abacus, Kota, Rajasthan, solved 29 tasks of multiplication of a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number in 1 min. in an event held during 23–26 May 2019.

Most number of national anthems sung by an individual*

Yathaarth Murthy from Bengaluru, Karnataka, sang the national anthems of 260 countries, as confirmed on 31 May 2019.

Most Rubik’s cubes solved – 1 hr*

Satya Sudhai Kolipaka from Hyderabad, Telangana, solved 93 scrambled Rubik’s cubes (3 x 3) in 1 hr on 23 July 2019 in Hyderabad.

Most squares correctly calculated – 3-digit numbers – 1 min.*

Virat Maken from Ranchi, Jharkhand, correctly identified the squares of 24 three-digit numbers in 1 min. from 10:24 p.m. to 10:25 p.m. on 22 May 2023 at the Namkum Police Station, Ranchi.

Most cubes correctly calculated – 3-digit numbers – 1 min.*

Viraj Maken from Ranchi, Jharkhand, correctly identified the cubes of 22 three-digit numbers in 1 min. from 9:36 p.m. to 9:37 p.m. on 22 May 2023 at the Namkum Police Station, Ranchi.

Most dinosaur names identified – 1 min.*

Reyaansh Pardeshi from Doha, Qatar, correctly identified 85 dinosaurs by name in 1 min. on 28 May 2021 at the Indian Cultural Centre (ICC), Doha.
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Reyaansh Pardeshi



* The rules regarding the age of participants have been modified. Please see Rules and Guidelines.

ENDURANCE

Longest duration of non-stop hitting a table tennis ball on a table tennis racket

Mahir Kumar from Gurugram, Haryana, set the record for the longest duration of non-stop hitting a table tennis ball on a table tennis racket by performing it for 3 hours 44 mins from 2:18 p.m. to 6:02 p.m. on 9 December 2022 at the Chenab Boys Hostel, IIT Ropar main campus, Punjab.
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Mahir Kumar

TALLEST

Tallest Man

Dharmendra Pratap Singh from Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, is the tallest man in India. Standing 8 ft 1 in. tall, he is a feet taller than the Great Khali.

Tallest Mannequin

Shoppers Stop Ltd (SSL) made the tallest mannequin, 35 ft tall with 74 rft (running feet) circumference out of metal and finished in paper, and installed it at the SSL Store in GIP Mall, Noida, UP, on 10 July 2015.

Tallest Santa Claus

Shoppers Stop Ltd made the tallest Santa Claus, 75.4 ft, at Inorbit Mall in Malad, Mumbai, for Christmas. Work on the Santa started on 10 December 2015 and was completed on 4 January 2016. Over 30 people worked round the clock to construct it.

Tallest Ravana effigy

Rana Tejinder Singh Chauhan is the founder of Shri Ram Leela Club, Barara, Ambala, Haryana. For Dussehra 2014 the Club made a 64 m (210 ft) tall Ravana effigy and burnt it with fire crackers on 3 October that year. The structure weighed 5 tonnes and used hardware like iron pipes, rods, and angles accounting for 3.5 tonnes while the bamboo, cloth, rope, and paper constituted the remaining 1.5 tonnes. The effigy was burnt as a symbolic representation of the destruction of social vices such as terrorism, communalism, casteism, corruption, foeticide, and adulteration.

Tallest Snowman

Shoppers Stop Ltd made the tallest snowman, 28 ft tall and weighing 200 kg. It was displayed in three metros – Inorbit Mall, Malad, Mumbai; Rajouri Garden, Delhi; and Banerghatta, Bengaluru – from 12 December 2014 to 2 January 2015. Twenty people were involved in its making, and it took 15 days to complete.

Tallest man-made Christmas tree

Delhi International Airport Ltd, New Delhi, commissioned India’s tallest man-made Christmas tree, 30.7 m (101 ft) tall (including the 2.4 m [8 ft] star on top). It had over 16,000 Christmas ornaments and 60,000 pine twigs as decoration. The 12 tonne installation was made in 23 days by a team of 80 members from Karmic Events India. It was inaugurated on 23 December 2019.

Tallest stacked coin tower

Gandhi Institute of Engineering & Technology (GIET), Gunupur, Rayagada, Odisha, organised a Science and Tech Expo from 21 to 23 February, 2014 wherein around 350 social and technical models were demonstrated by the students. Sanjeev Kumar Pal, a fourth-semester student of BTech, and his friends used 47,000 ₹1 coins to make a 3.66 m (12 ft) high, 2.74 m (9 ft) long and 1.83m (6 ft) wide replica of India Gate, which was displayed at the expo.


[image: img]

Effigy

An effigy is often the sculptural representation especially of a person. These are usually for negative representations and are made to be burned or destroyed.



MOST

Most kites on a single line

Dharampal Satyapal Foods Limited in association with MOMS Outdoor Media Solutions flew a train of 1,150 kites on a single line between 1:00 p.m. and 2:16 p.m. on 25 February 2023 at the Rann of Kachchh, Gujarat. The thread measured 1,155 m, and around 10 people participated in the event.

[image: img]

Most kites on a single line

Most diyas lit – single venue – group – single day

Sanjay Vilas Narvekar and Amrutrao Patankar, both from Mumbai, have been celebrating Kojagari Purnima (Sharad Purnima) for the past 12 years by lighting two lakh diyas, except for the first year, at Swami Gagangiri Maharaj Manori Ashram, Malad, Mumbai. In 2011, it was celebrated on 11 October. Starting from 6.00 pm, over 5,000 sevaks (helpers) lit the lamps and about 2–4 lakh people visited it by midnight.

[image: image] Most diyas lit – multiple venues – group – Single day [image: image]

The Department of Tourism, Government of Uttar Pradesh, District Administration, Ayodhya and Dr Rammanohar Lohia Avadh University displayed 2,512,585 oil lamps at the ghats in Ayodhya including Ram ki Paudi ghat on 30 October 2024.

[image: image] Most people brushing their teeth simultaneously – multiple venues [image: image]

Colgate–Palmolive (India) Ltd in association with Indian Dental Association organized most people brushing their teeth simultaneously – a total of 177,003 participants in 380 locations – on 9 October 2007.

[image: image] Handy Eggs!

[image: img]


[image: image] [image: image] Most eggs held in one hand – palm down [image: image]

Lakshmi Manohar Reddy Mavuru from Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, equalled the record of holding the most eggs in one hand with the palm facing downwards on 16 April 2024 by holding 13 eggs. Earlier the world record was set by Marcus Loscher from Australia in 2020.




[image: image] Most eggs held in one hand – palm up

Rajender Singh Mathru of Tilak Nagar, Delhi, held 32 eggs in his right hand for 3 mins 50 secs on 23 September 2017. The eggs were of average size with 59 mm length and 42 mm diameter.
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[image: image] Most saree styles draped


Kalpana Bhagwandas Shah from Mumbai, draped a total of 226 unduplicated saree styles in 24 hrs on 9 April 2022. The sarees used varied from chiffon to georgette and crepe to Benarasi silk. A total of 3,914 ft of saree material was draped. The fastest saree drape was done within 1 min.
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[image: image] Most people sweeping the floor simultaneously – multiple venues [image: image]

Prayagraj Mela Authority, Government of India, organized the most people sweeping the floor across multiple venues in locations across Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, on 2 March 2019. As many as 10,180 people participated in the event.

Most varieties of siddu prepared*

Him Anchal Chefs Association (HIMCA) prepared and displayed 451 varieties of siddu (a traditional form of bread from Himachal Pradesh) on 19 March 2024 at the Peterhoff Shimla.

Most varieties of pakoras prepared*

School of Hospitality Management, RIMT University prepared 225 varieties of pakoras on 28 May 2024. Nineteen people participated in the event. The pakoras were prepared between 11:03 a.m and 12:13 p.m.

Most mannequins displayed – single day – single venue

Max Fashion, Lifestyle International displayed 100 full body mannequins on 30 september 2023 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Nexus Forum Mall, Hyderabad.

*This is a one-time category. Further and future applications for this record will not be accepted.

FASTEST

Fastest assembling of cycles

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd organized the ‘Velocipede Challenge’, where 313 participants simultaneously assembled 60 bicycles from different segregated components in 45 mins at the Yuvantage 3.0 Grand Finale on 7 January 2019 at Ramoji Film City, Hyderabad.

[image: image] Fastest time to travel to all seven continents [image: image]

Dr Ali Irani and Sujoy Kumar Mitra hold the record for fastest time to travel to all seven continents for 3 days 1 hour 5 mins and 4 secs. in Melbourne, Australia on 7 December 2022.

LONGEST

Longest sandwich

The St. Soldier Institute of Hotel Management and Catering Technology, Jalandhar, Punjab, made the longest sandwich on 22 December 2021. Led by Sandeep Lohani, the principal, 5 faculty chefs and 15 students prepared a sandwich, measuring 223 ft 2.4 in. in length and 8 in. in width, in 35 mins from 11:13 a.m. to 11:48 a.m. They used 123 slices of loaf spread with a combination of vegetables, noodles, cheese, pasta, and dressings for it.

Longest charcuterie platter

Spectra, a restaurant at the Leela Ambience Gurugram Hotel and Residences, Gurugram, Haryana, displayed a 9.448 m (31 ft) long and 30 cm (11.8 in.) wide Christmas charcuterie platter on 24 December 2018. It had a variety of cheeses, meats, compotes, crudités, sandwiches, canapés, truffles, and chocolates, among other dishes.

[image: image] Longest paper chain [image: image]

Vimin M. Vincent from Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, made the longest paper chain measuring 956.20 m (3,137 ft 1.6 in.) in 24 hours on 11 February 2022.

Longest kebab

NIMS University-Jaipur in Jaipur, Rajasthan, made a kebab measuring 49 ft 8.4 in. in length with a team of 45 participants under the supervision of Prof. Manoj Srivastava in 9 hrs 53 mins on 6 April 2022. The vegetarian tawa kebab was made on a customized tawa, 50 ft long and 2.5 ft wide, using seven industrial gas cylinders with 4 mm hot plate tawa with rail burners underneath. It was displayed at the Sundervan Garden of NIMS University. The kebab was made with 16 kg potatoes, 5 kg chickpea flour, 2 kg green peas, 2 kg ghee, 1 kg mint leaves, 5 kg onion garlic paste, 2 kg capsicum, 1 kg green chillies, 5 kg soya nuggets, 7 kg spinach, and 900 gm ground garam masala.

[image: image] Longest and largest human chain

The Government of Bihar, as part of its ‘Jan Jeevan Hariyali’ campaign, organized an 18,034 km long human chain with 5.16 crore (51.6 million) people on 19 January 2020. It took 7 helicopters and over 100 drones to take aerial images of the human chain. The event championed the cause of conservation of environment along with other social causes.

Longest bill

Sanjay Dodrajka from New Delhi ordered 420 burgers from the Burger King outlet in Dhaula Kuan for children of MCD School, Nangal Punya, New Delhi, on 7 December 2019. As a result, Sanjay got a 12 ft (144 in.) long bill.

Longest hair

Akanksha Yadav from Thane, Maharashtra, has the longest hair, which is 3.01 m (9 ft 10.5 in.) long.

[image: img]

Akanksha Yadav

COLLECTIONS

[image: image] Credit cards

Manish Kumar Dhameja from Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, has a collection of 1,638 valid credit cards from 25 banks. His first credit card was issued by the State Bank of India in 2014. The collection includes prepaid cards and add-on supplementary cards. His collection was exhibited from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on 30 August 2022 at the Telecommunications Consultants India Limited (TCIL) Southern Regional Office, Hyderabad.


[image: image] Maps


Ravindranath Vishnu Newadkar from Thane, Maharashtra, has a collection of 365 maps up to 31 May 2022. These include 100 maps of various countries and 265 maps of different cities.
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Amitabh Bachchan memorabilia

Mohan Rajgopal Iyer from Nagpur, Maharashtra, an ardent admirer of superstar Amitabh Bachchan, has a collection of his photographs, articles, press clippings, filmography, and correspondences and articles from the internet. The total number of items were 8,650 up to 31 May 2019.

Playing cards

Aditi Shailesh Agarwal from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, has 6,000 sets of Indian and foreign playing cards, the largest such collection, which she started when she was 15 years old. The collection varies in theme, form, size, shape, and material. Aditi has a card deck that was used for a code during the First World War and a celebrity collection on Lady Diana, George Bush, Nelson Mandela, and Bollywood stars Amitabh Bachchan, Madhuri Dixit, Shah Rukh Khan, and others.

Owl-shaped jewellery

Dr Prashant Laxman Wagh from Nashik, Maharashtra, has a collection of owl-shaped jewellery, which he started in 2016. He has 717 items in his collection – 478 pendants, 129 brooches, 62 earrings, and 48 rings. The jewellery is made of materials like zinc alloy, stainless steel, rhinestone, synthetic turquoise stone, and semi-precious metals, among others.

[image: img]

Owl-shaped jewellery

Models of owls

Ramesh Kumar Bhatia from Mumbai, Maharashtra, has a collection of 351 owl models (up to 31 May 2020) since 2013. The models of owls are from different countries including India, Bhutan, China, New Zealand, Australia, Iceland, Uzbekistan, and Morocco, among others.

Matchboxes featuring horses

Sudhir Jain from Satna, Madhya Pradesh, has a collection of 235 matchboxes featuring a horse in the design. None of the matchboxes in the collection is duplicated.

Ties

Dr Deepak M. Sharma from Ahmedabad, Gujarat, has a collection of 4,589 ties including 2,611 theme-based ones.

Airmail envelopes

Jinesh Joseph from Bengaluru, has a collection of 1,858 airmail envelopes from 338 regions including recognized countries, disputed territories, and autonomous republics.

Stickers

Nidhi Bansal from Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab, had collected 1,03,800 stickers, a hobby since 2007. She had categorized her collection into subjects like smiley faces, flowers, footballs, birds, trains, and cartoons, among others.

Autographs – national awardees

Praful Thakkar has more than 4,300 autographs of Indian and world celebrities, collected in more than 40 years and arranged thematically into 50 categories. The collection includes autographs of 519 Padma Shri awardees and 101 Nobel laureates.

Chitra Kathayen comics

Ninad Jadhav from Barkuhi, Chhindwara District, Madhya Pradesh, has the largest collection of Hindi-film Chitra Kathayen, numbering 123, a collection since 1997. Most of the comics feature Mithun Chakraborty, Dimple Kapadia, Madhuri Dixit, Vinod Khanna, Rajesh Khanna, Shah Rukh Khan, and Navin Nischol. All Chitra Kathayen are from Diamond Comics. Amit Jain from Berasia, Bhopal, an ardent fan of Amitabh Bachchan, helped Ninad build this collection.

Hair clips

Sana Fathima from Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu, has 1,200 hair clips, a collection started on 24 October 2017 and completed on 24 March 2018.

Napkins

Parveen Gupta, his wife Anuradha Gupta, and daughter Dr Kanika Gupta from New Delhi have collected 12,246 commercial and 9,325 non-commercial paper napkins from countries like Romania, Egypt, Slovakia, the UK, the US, the UAE, Germany, Australia, Switzerland, and India. They started their collection in 2014.
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Napkins

Autographs of Ajit Laxman Wadekar

Satish Laxman Chaphekar from Dombivli, Maharashtra, has 39 autographs of the late cricketer Ajit Laxman Wadekar, who played 39 international matches during his career including 37 Tests and 2 ODIs. Satish collected Wadekar’s bats, balls, and gloves, among other things.

Obituaries – from a single family

Ninad Jadhav from Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh, has the most obituary news clippings of the Kapoor family (of Hindi cinema) from 272 multi-language newspapers. The obituaries are of Shammi Kapoor (111), Shashi Kapoor (68), Rishi Kapoor (19) and Rajiv Kapoor (74).

Seer (Indian weights)

Ranjeet Kumar Jha from Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, has a collection of 250 ‘seer’ or ‘ser’, old Indian weights in various shapes from different Indian princely states like Bhopal, Gwalior, Mewar, Agra, Rajkot, and Indore. In total there are 25 kinds of seer. The scales carry different state seals with different values in different languages.

[image: image] Aircraft models

Vikram Rajkumar Tirkannad from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, has collected 719 models of aircraft over the last 38 years. The first model in his collection was an Air India Boeing 747. The largest are the Airways Concorde and a Jet Airways Boeing 737-800 Winglet, both measuring 0.6 m (2 ft). The smallest is the Air India ATR 42-320 measuring only 6 cm (2.36 in.).

Nokia handsets

Jayesh Umesh Kale from Thane, Maharashtra, has a collection of 1,600 Nokia handsets, a hobby he started in 2013. All the mobile handsets are in working condition.

Cinema press booklets – on a single personality

Ninad Jadhav from Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh, has a collection of 105 cinema press booklets on actor Mithun Chakraborty. The oldest booklet is of the film Mera Rakshak, which was released in 1978.

Soap covers – single brand

Mohanan Vareeth Vattapparuthayl from Ernakulam, Kerala, who has been using only Medimix brand soap at home, started a collection of the soap covers in 1994. Since then he has collected as many as 1,300 soap covers of that single brand till 10 December 2021.
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Cinema Press Booklets

Cinema press booklets are booklets that contain images and information related to a film project. These are part of the marketing and publicity efforts to introduce the project to the viewers. They are not as prevalent in contemporary times.
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Cinema press booklets

Soap wrappers (alphabetical)

Jayadevan Rajagopala from Thrissur, Kerala, has 1,840 unique bath-soap wrappers, a collection spanning more than 30 years. No two covers are the same in his collection, although the same brand might have more than one cover.

Toothpaste wrappers

Mankeerat Kaur from Gurugram, Haryana, has toothpaste wrappers from different countries, a collection started in April 2020. She has 178 unduplicated toothpaste wrappers from India, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and the United States of America (US). Her complete collection comprises 204 wrappers.

Pradhan Mantri Yojana matchboxes

Alok Mehrotra from Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, has a collection of 1,550 matchboxes of 21 Pradhan Mantri Yojanas including the Awas Yojana, the Amrit Kosh Yojana, the Garib Kalyan Yojana, the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, the Namami Gange programme, the Swachh Bharat Mission, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojna, the National Sports Talent Yojana, the UMANG Yojana, the Jal Shakti Yojana, and the Sovereign Gold Bond Yojana, among others. He started his collection in 2019.

Lapel pins

Arvind Sinha from Mumbai, Maharashtra, has been collecting lapel pins since 1998 and had 53,228 lapel pins as on 31 March 2015. He exhibits his collection to create awareness on history through lapel pins. The world wars, development of guns, aviation history, space programmes – all these are depicted through his lapel pins.

Lighters

Hamed Husein Patel from Mumbai, Maharashtra, has a collection of 1,042 gas and petrol lighters (till 30 June 2018). The most expensive lighter is the 2008 limited edition St Dupont priced at ₹2,00,000. He also possesses a Dunhill lighter which was once owned by Elvis Presley.

Railway platform tickets

Naveen Kumar from New Delhi has a collection of 100 unduplicated railway platform tickets. These tickets have been collected from Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan between 30 April 2023 and 10 June 2023.

Magazines – Hindi

Dr Jawahar Karnavat from Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, has 93 Hindi magazines, a collection that started in 2002. The oldest magazine in his collection is the India Opinion published in 1903 in South Africa in Gujarati, Tamil, English, and Hindi. In all, there are 25 weekly, 3 fortnightly, 40 monthly, 18 quarterly, and 7 half-yearly magazines. The Deepawali special issue of Shanti Doot published from Fiji contains as many as 120 pages.

Magazines

Daria Singh Yadav from Haryana has a collection of over 3,000 different magazines and periodicals. The magazines, which are not necessarily first issues, are in 17 languages covering 6 continents.

Magazines – regional languages

A. Ramanan from Vellore, Tamil Nadu, has collected over 1,706 Tamil magazines, some of which have now stopped publication. The oldest Varthaga Mitran is dated 1917, and the second oldest is Ramanujan dated 1919.

Magazines – first issues

Mudappalam M. Sukumar from Mumbai, has been collecting first issues of magazines since May 1979. He has a total of 662 issues of weekly, fortnightly, monthly, and bimonthly magazines in English, Tamil, and Hindi. There are 488 Tamil, 30 Hindi, 112 English, and 32 in other languages. His collection started with the very first issue of the Tamil magazine Chaavi.

Airline magazines

Mallikarjun M. Umadi from Nashik, Maharashtra, has been collecting magazines printed by various airlines since 2006; and as of 30 June 2016, he had 175 different magazines of 33 different airlines, both national and international.

Magazines – personality covers – featuring a single personality

Anuradha Gupta from New Delhi has collected 317 different magazines in various languages with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the cover. The collection began in 2017.

Badges – political theme

Ranjeet Kumar Jha from Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, has 250 badges from different years and of different shapes, sizes, material, and logos of political parties, such as the Congress, BJP, and BSP, in his collection. He started the collection on 9 April 2003 and completed it on 9 April 2021.

Antique matchbox labels – uncut sheets

Samirkumar Hasmukhbhai Arya from Valsad, Gujarat, has a collection of 225 uncut antique matchbox labels.

[image: image] Bindi [image: image]

A. Kalaivani has the largest bindi collection with 3,000 unique bindis as verified on 1 February 2016.

Scales

Ameya Gupta of Delhi has a collection of 2,072 scales (including 1,890 duplicates) from countries like India, UAE, Japan, China, South Korea, Taiwan, Germany, Malaysia, and Egypt as on 30 June 2015. They are made of different materials like aluminium, steel, wood, paper and plastic. The tallest scale is 6 ft (1.83 m) in length and the smallest is just 3 inches (7.62 cm).

Spoons

Shubhangi Apte of Raipur, Chhattisgarh, has 1,852 small and big spoons, a collection started in April 1995. The collection has silver, gold, ceramic, steel, copper, and wooden spoons in a variety of sizes, shapes, and colours. The biggest spoon was 18 inch and smallest measured 1 inch.

[image: image] Airline boarding passes [image: image]

K. Ullas Kamath has a collection of 3,030 airline boarding passes as verified on 15 August 2014.


[image: image] Pencils


Tushar Lakhanpal from New Delhi has the largest unduplicated pencil collection that started in 2001. The collection from 62 countries has over 50 scented pencils in various fragrances, pencils that show temperature variations, pencils depicting the crowns of various Austrian and English kingdoms, and a spoon-like pencil, among others. His collection grew to 16,795 as on 30 June 2017.
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Dr Yogesh Chandrana from Vadodra, Gujarat, has a collection of toothbrushes numbering a total of 2,371 items as on 21 January 2024. The collection has rare pieces from the 19th century as well.
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Antique clocks

S. Robert Kennedy of Chennai, Tamil Nadu, has been collecting antique clocks (2,200 by March 2018) since 1983. The oldest clock in his collection is 285 years old from the UK. His collection has mechanical and wind-up clocks, pendulum wall clocks, ship clocks, carriage clocks, skeleton clocks, alarm clocks, table clocks, pocket watches, and wristwatches.

Dice

Ankit Shah of Mumbai has the largest collection of dice numbering to 3,131 items. His collection has dices in all shapes and sizes.

Candles

Johnson Nayankara of Irinjalakuda, Kerala, has the largest collection of candles. By 30 June 2011, his collection grew to 3,309 candles of different sizes and shapes, and even fragrant ones. He collected them from different parts of the world.

Pens

V.T. Jolly of Kochi, Kerala, has 13,000 used pens, both ball-point and fountain, in his possession. Among the many novel pens in his collection, there is a unique golden crown pen, a perfume spraying pen, pens with cigarette lighter, double-sized pen, and more. He has pens from 16 countries.

Same-day newspapers

Shiju Thomas from Bengaluru, Karnataka, has the largest collection of Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary newspapers, dated 2 October 2019. His collection comprises 603 newspapers, which includes 301 newspapers with different titles and 302 newspapers with different place editions in 17 Indian languages. The collection includes weekly, fortnightly, and monthly publications.

Sequential same-day newspaper

Akanksha Jain from Vadodara, Gujarat, has the longest unbroken sequential collection of the same-day newspaper, The Times of India, dated 20 July for 16 years, right from 1994 to 2009.

Newspaper clippings featuring Lata Mangeshkar – solo

Dr Anil Patiram Meshram from Nagpur, Maharashtra, has the largest collection of information and items related to Bharat Ratna Lata Mangeshkar. He has 2,200 newspaper photos, 318 photo clippings with information, and 144 news information pieces without a photo.

Newspaper clippings featuring Lata Mangeshkar – group

Gaurav Sharma and Manju Lata Sharma have collected 11,505 news clippings on the late singer Lata Mangeshkar. The oldest press clipping dates back to 1955. There are various original press articles on her from 1959 onwards in various languages – Hindi, Marathi, Odia, Bangla, Gujarati, Konkani, Tamil, Telugu, Assamese, Malayalam, Punjabi, Urdu, and English. There are also original newspaper articles on her from Finland, the UK, and Bangladesh.

Newspaper clippings featuring Sridevi – solo

Anuradha Gupta from New Delhi has a collection of 1,270 press clippings about late actor Sridevi from newspapers and magazines in many languages starting from 24 February 2018.

Newspaper clippings featuring Atal Bihari Vajpayee – solo

Anuradha Gupta from New Delhi has collected 612 newspaper clippings of former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The clippings are in many languages including Hindi, English, Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, and Telugu.

Newspaper clippings featuring Mahatma Gandhi – solo

Shiju Thomas from Bengaluru, Karnataka, has a collection of 860 news clippings on Mahatma Gandhi in various Indian languages.

Newspaper clippings on cinema

Swarnlata Vishwafool from Katihar, Bihar, has collected 100,147 clippings related to Hindi cinema from various Hindi newspapers from 1998 to 2019.

Newspaper clippings featuring deities

Rekha Gore of Raipur, Chhattisgarh, has been collecting pictures or likenesses of Ganesha since 1950. She has 31,517 such items including 18,309 wedding cards, 9,430 newspaper cuttings, 78 magazine cuttings, 219 books, 102 photographs (foreign), and 3,379 of these from her relatives. She has held an exhibition of these at Raipur on 19 April 2009.

[image: image] It's in the News!
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[image: image] Newspapers

Dayanand N. Manchanda of Lajpat Nagar, Delhi, collected about 1,20,000 newspapers in English and Hindi over the last 15 years. He has been collecting at least 22 papers every day since 1996. He collected them originally as reference material for his research on numerology. He also has a collection of 2,500 magazines on astrology over the last 15 years.

[image: image] Foreign newspapers

Manu Parkash Jindal of Jalandhar has a collection of 3,216 newspapers from 76 countries in 54 languages (including 29 foreign languages). The entire collection is indexed giving detailed explanations on the papers.

[image: image] Newspapers from most countries

Shashanka Sekhar Dash from Jajpur, Odisha, has a collection of 981 newspapers in 63 languages from 102 countries. Started in 2005, his collection has newspapers from countries including Lesotho, Seychelles, Peru, Palestine, East Timor, and Papua New Guinea, and in languages including Estonian, Yakut, Tok Pisin, Tetum, Hebrew, Dari, and Pashto.

[image: image] Newspapers in most languages

Shashanka Sekhar Dash popularly known as ‘Paperboy Shashank’ of Jajpur, Odisha, has the largest collection of newspapers totalling 5,000 since 2001. His collection has 3,584 different newspapers from 76 countries in 66 languages.

[image: image] Hindi-language newspapers

Dr Ashok Pandey ‘Gulshan’ from Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh, has a collection of 12,634 different Hindi newspapers under 655 titles from Indian states, Nepal, China, and Thailand, all received by India Post in Uttar Pradesh since 1990. He has bound volumes alphabetically as Daily, Tri-weekly, Biweekly, Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly, Bimonthly, Tri-monthly, and Annual Special Issues.

[image: image] Regional-language newspapers

A.S. Muhammed from Kottayam District, Kerala, has been collecting old Malayalam publications like newspapers and magazines, including the 1890 first edition of Malayalam Manorama, and the new edition of Suprabhaatham published in 2014. His archival collection includes 150 newspapers and over 2,000 journals.




STRUCTURES
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EARLY TIMES

Earliest village settlement

A 4,000-year-old village settlement of the Chalcolithic period (Copper Age), along with remnants of subsequent Iron Age occupation, was unearthed at Balathal near Udaipur, Rajasthan. It included a massive mud rampart. It is the oldest village settlement in India outside of Harappan sites.

First architect on record

Maha Govinda is considered the first architect on record. He designed many north Indian cities in the fifth century BCE. He has been mentioned in the Buddhist work Dhammapada.

Oldest rust-free iron pillar

The iron pillar in the Qutb (Minar) complex in Mehrauli, Delhi, has stood strong since the fifth century CE—during the Gupta period. Udayagiri in what is now Madhya Pradesh is most likely where it was built (some also believe Mathura was the place where it was made), before it was moved to Delhi. A solid iron shaft, 7.2 m (23 ft 7.4 in.) high, it has many inscriptions in Sanskrit, among which the oldest, a six-line inscription, states that the pillar was built for a Vishnu temple and at the order of a king called Chandra (often believed to be Chandragupta II).


[image: img]

Rampart

A wall that is wide enough for people to walk on it and is built to protect a town or castle.
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Drainage systems in the Indus Valley Civilization


First to Win

First architect to win the Pritzker Prize

Dr Balkrishna Vithaldas Doshi (b. 26 August 1927) won the famed Pritzker Architecture Prize on 12 March 2018, the first Indian to do so in the award’s 40-year history. The Pritzker Prize is referred to as the Nobel Prize in architecture.

First Indian winner of the Aga Khan Award for architecture [image: image]

The first Indian winner of the award was the Mughal Sheraton Hotel, Agra in 1980. Presented in three-year cycles, beginning in 1978, with a prize money of 1 million USD (approx. ₹8.25 crore), the prize recognizes projects, stakeholders, buildings and teams that translate aspirations of the Muslim society through design and architecture.

First architects to win JK Architecture of the Year Awards (AYAs) [image: image]

The first architects to win the JK Architecture of the Year Awards (AYAs), when it was started in 1990:

a) Laurie Baker (2 March 1917–1 April 2007), a British-born Indian architect from Thiruvananthapuram, was the first to win the Great Master’s Award. He is often considered a pioneer of sustainable architecture.

b) Anant D. Raje (17 September 1929–27 June 2009) from Ahmedabad was the first to win the Architect of the Year Award. He taught architecture at various universities across the world, including CEPT University, Ahmedabad, and University of New Mexico, US.



Earliest open-air theatre

The earlier open-air theatre was made in the third century BCE at Nagarjunakonda in Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh. It is similar to ancient Greek and Roman amphitheatres – has a pit with tiers on all four sides, which could seat at least 1,000 spectators. It encloses a rectangular room of 16.5 m x 13.7 m (54 ft 1.5 in. x 44 ft 11.4 in.). The structure has good acoustic properties.

Earliest extensive drainage system

The Harappan towns of Lothal in Gujarat and Mohenjo-daro (now in Pakistan); with rectangular houses, chessboard streets, brick-lined bathrooms, drainage pipes, and cesspits; were unique in the ancient world. The toilets were equipped with water chutes, which carried dirty water away to covered street drains. The main sewer, about 1.5 m (4 ft 11 in.) deep and 91 cm (2 ft 11 .8 in.) across, is connected to north–south and east–west sewers.

Oldest palace site excavated

Kumrahar in Patna, Bihar, dating to 250 BCE, is said to be one of Emperor Ashoka’s palaces. The remains of the columns at the site indicate that the palace had an 84-pillar hall, originally made of wood.


[image: image] Earliest extant book on architecture [image: image]


Several references are found in different literatures including the Rigveda, epics, Puranas, and the Arthasastra. However, the earliest separate treatise on architecture that is still available is Manasara. It is the culmination of all architectural traditions and treatises that were available before. It is believed to have been composed by a person known as Shilpin, a practising architect in roughly 500–700 CE. The exact authorship and date are unknown. Another treatise on housing architecture from the same period is the Mayamata.





Oldest man-made lake

Sudarshan Lake at the foot of Girnar Hills in Junagadh District, Gujarat, was built during the reign of Chandragupta Maurya (c. 321–297 BCE), according to the epigraph engraved on the Ashokan pillar a kilometre from the lake. It was restored by Emperor Ashoka around 273 BCE. Now the lake has shrunk due to silt and debris.

[image: image] Oldest Dockyard

The most substantial remains of the prehistoric Harappan culture in India have
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