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or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should return
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respecting the author's work.

 


 



 


 


 


Author's Note

 


The idea for this lengthy introduction
originated in a science fiction film series I hosted at New Mexico
State University - Carlsbad in 1998. One of the films was the 1931
version of Frankenstein, which was loosely based on the Mary
Shelly novel. While researching the origins of Mary's story, I
became interested, not only in her life, but also the message
apparent in the subtitle, The Modern Prometheus. In addition
to being an author, I am also an engineer/scientist; therefore, I
am interested in the social implications of all technological and
scientific discoveries and their relationships to "forbidden
knowledge." The movie got me thinking about writing an essay on the
subject. Gradually, the concept evolved into a full-blown account
of the origins and aftermath of Frankenstein.

All Frankenstein references are to the
Dover paperback, which is available everywhere for the nominal sum
of $2.00.

My readers can follow me on twitter, user
name SheppardDavid, and on my blog www.dshep.com.
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 CHAPTER 1: The Garden of
Eden

 


In Genesis, as God goes about the creation of
Heaven and Earth, after each step he pauses to assess his work.
When he creates light he says, "Let there be light."[1] Then comes
his assessment: "And God saw the light, that it was good…" This
assessment phase is an indication that God didn't see himself as
infallible, that it was possible for him to create something with
which he might not be too pleased. But in Genesis, though
reflection was a definite part of the process, it seems he was on a
roll. The creating and evaluating scenario continues day-by-day
through the creation of man, following which God then reflects on
all he has created and that "it was very good." One might say that
God was not arrogant concerning his own creative talents and
recognized limitations to his omnipotence.

God then demonstrates his goodwill toward
mankind, sort of a sense of divine responsibility, by putting Adam
and Eve in what he called the Garden of Eden. Adam was evidently
caretaker of the Garden because God had given him the task of
"tilling and watching it." God's one admonition was not to eat from
or touch the tree in the center of the Garden, the tree God called
"the Tree of Knowledge, good and evil." Here at the beginning of
all things, we learn that not all knowledge is beneficial to
mankind, or possibly that all knowledge is both good and evil.

But into mankind and the animals, God had
breathed freewill, something not mentioned in the text but
demonstrated dramatically by an encounter between Eve and a
serpent. Encouraged by the serpent, Eve tasted the forbidden fruit,
and Adam followed suit with remarkably little reluctance, almost as
if on a whim.

God had told Adam and Eve that if they tasted
the fruit they "would surely die," which they surely did not. Had
God lied? And what of this word "surely"? One might even say that
God was a little uncertain just what would happen himself. And why
did he put them in the Garden in the first place if it was so
dangerous? Why create them capable of opposing his will? Had God's
"very good" creation gone awry, after all?

The act of disobedience wasn't without
consequences. Adam and Eve's perception of themselves had changed.
Their eyes opened, and they covered their nakedness and hid from
God. They felt shame, one of the most basic human emotions. They
had gained the forbidden knowledge and had "become like one of us,"
God said, like one of the gods, or at least one of those inhabiting
the spiritual world.[2] Thus our inner moral weathervane has a
divine origin and is attributable to this one act. We gained not
only knowledge but also the capacity for moral evaluation. But God
said "like one of us" and not "one of us." Adam and Eve had become
copies of immortals but not actual immortals.

This was not the start of death for mankind
because God had always envisioned an end to each individual life,
as indicated by what followed next. Another tree also grew in the
Garden, one God hadn't even mentioned. God didn't kick Adam and Eve
out of the Garden because they ate the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge, but because they posed a second threat, one to the Tree
of Life. To prevent them from eating the fruit of this tree, and
thus gaining life everlasting, God cast Adam and Eve out of the
Garden and into a much harsher world. A great distance would grow
between God and man and all his descendants down through the ages.
God all but abandoned the race of men, and they would strive with
mixed results to regain his divine trust and live in his protective
presence. Cast out and all but forsaken by God, they had no real
hope, but they would learn to survive without it.

Thus was created civilization as we know it.
Mankind had to use that new-found knowledge to survive in the
world. It would struggle to gain even more knowledge to overcome
the hardships of existence and redefine civilization, but always
the knowledge seemed a double-edged sword. Each bit of knowledge
not only solved a problem but to also brought new troubles. Mankind
became the great "creators" and its inventions were both boon and
bane. Forever mankind would seek the security it had at one time
known in the Garden of Eden, one in which God walked and talked
with men, and men would seek that security in more knowledge.

Through their act of defiance, Adam and Eve
had not only found shame but also what follows in its wake:
jealousy and hatred. It started with their first two children, Cain
and Abel. For Cain became jealous of Abel and slew him. Thus
mankind developed a taste for the greatest curse of all: murder,
the great subverter of societies and destroyer of
civilizations.

It seemed that, once the fruit had been
tasted, knowledge was no longer forbidden, or even could be
forbidden. Knowledge poured forth when solicited through
contemplation. The dam had collapsed; the flood was inevitable.
With knowledge, both good and evil, Adam and Eve had experienced a
loss of innocence, and discovered that with newfound knowledge came
new responsibilities.

They had come into the world fully formed,
and thus, experienced their loss as adults, but their children,
indeed all children henceforth, would undergo this same loss of
innocence gradually and in stages as they grew into adulthood and
became knowledgeable. This would also be true of civilizations.
Gains in knowledge would always result in a new loss of innocence
and require attention to new societal responsibilities. If one
central characteristic defines human existence, it is that all
societies, regardless of size, experience a loss of innocence. How
well societies respond to their new responsibilities determines
whether they will survive or dwindle into non-existence. All these
social forces started there in the Garden of Eden.

Throughout the millennia, the warning from
Genesis about the acquisition of knowledge seemed to remain
unrecognized by the general public, or at least to be left
simmering on a back burner. Perhaps it was just that the issue
hadn't reached a critical point in human intellectual development.
Then during the Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries,
knowledge, particularly scientific knowledge, began to accumulate
at a more rapid rate than ever. And a new warning of the use of
such knowledge would burst like a lightning bolt upon the scene.
The bearer of this warning was a young girl of nineteen, who
seemingly was guided to her destiny by a conspiracy of the
elements, a syzygy.

 


 



 


 


 CHAPTER 2: Mary Wollstonecraft
Shelley

 


In April 1815, the Indonesian volcano Tambora
on the island of Sumbawa, which had been dormant for thousands of
years, erupted throwing seven cubic miles of ash into the
atmosphere to a height of 150,000 feet. For three years Tambora had
produced minor eruptions, each one a little larger than the
previous, as might a locomotive gathering steam. Then on April 11,
it blew 3,500 feet off the top of its 17,000-foot summit. This
eruption was the most powerful single event of its kind in
historical times.[3] A considerable portion of ash remained aloft
in the atmosphere the following summer, producing amazing sunsets
worldwide and causing 1816 to be called, "The year without a
summer." Midsummer snows and frosts caused agricultural failures in
the Northern Hemisphere and resulted in widespread hunger. Ten
thousand died immediately, and 82,000 more succumbed over the next
several months.

The year before Tambora exploded, on July 28,
1814 at four in the morning, the sixteen-year-old daughter of a
renowned philosopher slipped out of her parents' home with her
stepsister. When the stepsister broke a heel, they returned to
change her shoes, started out again, then once more returned to
write a note to the girl's father. Finally, they walked out of the
house once and for all and down the street to a waiting young man
of twenty. The young man was married with one child and his wife
pregnant with another, but no matter. He abandoned his wife anyway
for the girl running to meet him.

By the time the runaway girl reached
twenty-one years of age, she'd be one of the most famous literary
figures in all of Great Britain. Her name was Mary Wollstonecraft
Godwin. The young man was none other than Percy Bysshe Shelley, who
one day would be one of the greatest lyric poets who ever
lived.

Human events at times take on the attributes
of a syzygy, which is defined, in part, "as an alignment of
celestial bodies." In the ancient Greek, it was "syzygos," to be
yoked together. It has also come to loosely describe a process
similar to opening a combination lock, the tumblers falling in
sequence to unlock a door, in our case the Doors of Fate. The
results of the two events, the eruption of a volcano and the
"elopement," along with several other factors would constitute an
alignment in time, a combination of human and natural syzygies that
would result in a literary work that would never go out of print,
and one that has become even more important today than when it was
written. That work, created by the young woman, is the novel
Frankenstein.

*

In primordial time, before classical Greece,
before the Minoans and Mycenaeans, before Abraham almost sacrificed
Isaac or Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt, beyond the shores of
the great Black Sea, on the side of a rocky cliff in the Caucasus
mountains, three divine beings struggled with a fourth.[4] The
three were Hephaestus, the lame god of fire, and his two
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