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			Praise for Take It to Heart

			Rachel Schmoyer’s love for Scripture shines through in this devoted offering. The author of Hebrews assures us God’s word is living and powerful, partnering with us in redemptive work now, not only looking toward eternity. Rachel embraces this truth, studying Revelation not as glimpses into a future time, but as a book with lessons, and opportunities for worship, today. Take It to Heart is a wonderful mix of teaching, personal narrative, and opportunities for reflection.

			—Traci Rhoades, author of Not All Who Wander 
(Spiritually) Are Lost

			Rachel is known for her passion to lead women to the Word. Here she shows how Revelation, far from being scary, is meant to be a comfort and a challenge to God’s people. Rachel has a fine grasp on the Bible text and presents it in warm, sympathetic, and moving ways, drawn from her own life. 

			—Gary S. Shogren, PhD in New Testament Exegesis, 
University of Aberdeen

			Rachel Schmoyer’s Take It to Heart: 30 Days through Revelation provides a sigh of relief to those wanting to apply the Bible’s Book of Revelation to ordinary daily life.

			—Michelle Ule, 35-year Bible study leader; speaker and author of Mrs. Oswald Chambers: The Woman behind the World’s Bestselling Devotional. www.michelleule.com

			Rachel Schmoyer has already proven she doesn’t shy away from the hard parts of Scripture, but she also proves in Take It to Heart: 30 Days through Revelation that she can gently walk readers into the hardest parts of Scripture. Writing and speaking in the “prophecy world” for the past several years has shown me that teachers want to immediately drag their students into the deep water of end-time prophecy, but in Take It to Heart, Schmoyer is content not to overwhelm the reader while being true to the text and not shying away from challenging them. This devotional is a great tool for those new to the study of Revelation and for those who have spent a lifetime in the book. 

			—Jake McCandless, executive director of Stand Firm Ministries & Prophecy Simplified; lead pastor of Epic Church

			I’m so delighted to endorse this title on Revelation. Rachel has taken on various hard parts of Scripture over the last few years and broken them down into applicable, practical devotions that train and edify others. Take It to Heart: 30 Days through Revelation continues to build on the work she has been doing and is a title I will be recommending to my friends and family! 

			—Victoria Duerstock, award winning author of the Heart & Home books with Abingdon Press and new releases Extraordinary Hospitality for Ordinary Christians and Advent Devotions & Christmas Crafts for Families with Skyhorse Publishing

		


		
			Take It to Heart

			30 Days through revelation, 
a devotional workbook for women

			Rachel Schmoyer

			CrossLink Publishing

			RAPID CITY, SD

		


		
			Copyright © 2020 by Rachel Schmoyer.

			All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher, addressed “Attention: Permissions Coordinator,” at the address below.

			Schmoyer/CrossLink Publishing

			1601 Mt. Rushmore Rd., Ste 3288

			Rapid City, SD 57701

			www.CrossLinkPublishing.com

			Ordering Information:

			Quantity sales. Special discounts are available on quantity purchases by corporations, associations, and others. For details, contact the “Special Sales Department” at the address above.

			Take It to Heart / Rachel Schmoyer. —1st ed.

			Library of Congress Control Number: 2020942995

			All Scripture quotations are taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

		


		
			To Tim, for patiently listening to everything I take to heart. Thank you! 

			and

			To Deb Davies, my cheerleader.
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			Introduction

			I never thought I would like spending time in the ocean. The water is cold and the waves are strong. I’d much rather sit in my comfortable chair in the warm sun. But during a recent beach vacation, my husband persuaded me to give the water a try. First, I let the water lap around my feet. Once I acclimated to the temperature, I took a step and let the water go up to my shins. It was cold! But gradually, one step at a time, I ventured further and further out into the ocean until I was bobbing in the waves with my husband and kids and actually enjoying it. The fun couldn’t have happened without the first step. 

			This devotional book is my invitation for you to dip your toe into Revelation. This is not an exhaustive Bible study or an in-depth training on end-times events. This devotional will help you make sense of a Bible book punctuated with dragons and beasts and judgment. This book will show you what you can take to heart for your life today.

			By reading Revelation, just like the rest of Scripture, we can know who God is and know how to live as believers in the world He created. Let’s find out together what Jesus has revealed to us in the book of Revelation. 

			How to Use This Book

			Each day for the next thirty days, read the portion of Revelation chosen for the day’s Scripture reading. Next, read the key verse as well as the insights and information in the devotion. The “Take It to Heart” prayer sums up how the passage impacts your life today. The “Take It Further” section helps you connect Revelation to the broader context of Scripture and the Christian life. 

			This book can also be used for small groups. You can read five days’ worth of devotions per week for a six-week study. Use the “Take It Further” questions as well as the additional discussion questions provided. You can also watch the optional short teaching videos at ReadtheHardParts.com/Revelation.

			If you have questions or comments along the way, I’d love to hear from you. You can reach me through my website, ReadtheHardParts.com, or by connecting with me on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. 

			Doctrinal Disclaimer

			The focus of this book is not the timeline of end-time events. No matter what your view is on the tribulation or the millennial kingdom (or whether or not you’ve even heard those terms before) you will benefit from this book because the focus is on finding simple truth for today. If you are curious about my personal doctrinal beliefs, you can refer to the Articles of Faith of the Bible Fellowship Church, the evangelical denomination my local church is a part of, at BFC.org. 

		


		
			Day 1

			Take It to Heart

			Scripture Reading: Revelation 1:1–8

			Key Verse

			“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.” Revelation 1:3 

			Devotion

			“Jesus is coming back. That’s all I need to know.” 

			Often this is the reason given when I ask someone why they don’t want to read Revelation. Although the book does end with a glorious description of the victorious return of Christ, knowing the future is not the only reason to read Revelation. 

			God has given us Revelation as a gift for today. He is eagerly waiting for us to untie the bow on the box of Revelation by reading it, hearing it, and taking it to heart. In Greek, the original language used to write Revelation, the word for “to hear” means “to heed,” or “pay attention to.” We are to pay attention to what is written in Revelation—not just the end where Jesus returns, but the whole book. The word translated “take to heart” means “to keep,” as in to obey a commandment. Although Revelation tells us what happens in the future, it also speaks into our Christian life today. God designed Revelation to impact our ordinary, everyday life. 

			2 Timothy 3:16–17 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Revelation is included in “all Scripture.” Without reading Revelation we will not be thoroughly equipped for every good work. We will be missing tools from our toolbox for everyday life, like comfort, love, and rest in God’s justice. We will miss out on descriptions of pure, heavenly worship to guide our worship on earth. We will lack urgency for sharing the gospel with our unbelieving family and friends. 

			God invites us to read and heed Revelation. Open its pages and feel God’s love, comfort, and justice flood your heart. Let Revelation soak into your soul so you can be changed for today. This is the blessing of Revelation. 

			Take It to Heart

			Dear Lord, thank you for Revelation. May I take to heart what is written in it so that I may heed, obey, and be blessed by you. In Jesus’s name, amen. 

			Take It Further

			Before you continue to read Revelation, write down what you already know about the book. Who is the author? What does it tell us about the future? What does it offer us for life today? What does it show us about God? Then, write down any questions you have about the book. 
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