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      There have been more books written about World War II than perhaps any other subject short of God. Most provide either an exact moment-by-moment chronological account of the battles or a semi-fictional approach… this volume hopes to be both. It builds on Ken McAuliffe’s (the General’s nephew) now out of print book and features  first-hand interviews with veterans, info from the General’s papers, interviews as well as the many other books and documents examining the battles. I hope I have woven together an engaging picture of a remarkable man, my distant relative, his career and the brave soldiers, paratroopers and tankers under his command who, together, gallantly held off Germany’s last major offensive and helped America and the Allies to win the war.

      I was way too young being born in the 1950s but my Dad served in "The Big One!" as a US Navy Seabee in the Pacific and we talked about the war all the time when I was growing up. As a kid of 9 or 10, perhaps like you, one of our favorite pastimes was 'war games’. In my history classes in High School and College WW II was a subject I always enjoyed exploring. The siege of Bastogne has been documented many times over the past 75 years. One of my first recollections was seeing the 1965 film “Battle of the Bulge“ with Henry Fonda and Telly Savalas at the age of 10. The General is also mentioned in the academy award winning movie 'Patton' with George C Scott.

      I’ve always been proud to be part of the McAuliffe clan. General Anthony 'Tony' McAuliffe (1898–1975) was truly one of a kind. He was the epitome of the World War II soldier both cocky and self-assured yet cautious and courteous. He was known for his great sense of humor which endeared him to his men, however he was also known to have a quick Irish temper and no tolerance for BS. The usual consensus was, ’One moment he’d be chewing you out and the next he’d be inviting you to have a beer at the O-club!' McAuliffe was the quintessential American soldier; dedicated, and driven to achieve victory over the Nazis no matter what the cost.

      This is the story of his 35+ year career in the US Army and the essential battles, both in person and figuratively, that helped to define it. His many other interesting accomplishments were varied as were his many duty stations. For example he:

      
        
          	
        Mastered Artillery
      

      	
        Mastered Air Assault Warfare.
      

      	
        Served in Europe and Far East.
      

      	
        Invented Military Weapons.
      

      	
        Helped test the Atomic Bomb.
      

      	
        Developed Chemical Weapons.
      

      

      

      And lots more during his many years of active duty service. But it was his time spent defending Bastogne, Belgium, during the famous 'Battle of the Bulge’ in World War II that is perhaps the most well known.

      As temporary Commander of the US Army’s 101st Airborne Division (he was always their Artillery Commander), during the siege he’s known for his one-word reply when the Germans demanded he and his men surrender. Culled from hundreds of battle accounts, official documents and interviews throughout the years, 'Nuts!' tells the story of McAuliffe and the men he commanded, who overcame being on the road to annihilation in a historic 17th century European City. This is the gritty story of that fateful week in December 1944 when the very outcome of the war lay in the balance. We’d be speaking German if they failed. One wonders if the current generations would step to the plate in similar circumstances today. But this is not a book just about the siege or the Battle of the Bulge or even the War… it is about a man and his intriguing career dedicated to defending America.

      I have endeavored to be as accurate as possible which has been a challenge as more and more of these brave men and women pass on. They won the war with determination, luck and good humor and it is vital that America documents and preserves these veterans’ stories. I hope Ken and I have done the memory of the General and his men the justice and honor they deserve… we are in their debt forever. They are truly… 'The Greatest Generation'!

      Tom

      Summer 2022-2026
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      As the fall of 1944 came to the Ardennes, a 30,000 Square mile forest area of Belgium, the 101st Airborne of the US Army began to settle in for what was supposed to be a calm and quiet R&R time for the troops. It was not to be. As the Nazi’s made a last gasp for victory in late fall they broke thru 180 miles of the front with the allies and encircled the town of Bastogne, a central transportation crossroads. Their heroic struggle and their leader, General Anthony McAuliffe, are the subject of this book by his distant relative Tom McAuliffe. Using information from my out of print book, Nuts-The Life of Anthony C McAuliffe, many other sources, the author has concentrated on the General’s life, career and his famous stubborn response to the German demand to surrender.

      What made these guys special? Their willingness to self-sacrifice and their patriotic support for the war effort made these men the 'greatest generation'. From all walks of life they came in the defense of liberty and freedom. So, 80 years on the Battle of the Bulge and the siege of Bastogne were perhaps the most critical battles of WWII and it was the good-humored General McAuliffe who led them to victory despite overwhelming odds. It was not unusual that General McAuliffe's first comment after the German's surrender demand was "Nuts". Instead of a swear word like many, Nuts was a non-profane term he used regularly to indicate his disagreement.

      In December, 1944 my family was living in Claymont, Delaware where gathering in the breakfast nook each morning and discussing the news of the day became a tradition.  On a morning late in December 1944, my Father, General McAuliffe’s brother, mentioned that the newspaper had an article that a US Army unit was surrounded in Bastogne, Belgium and that the commanding general had responded "Nuts" to a German surrender demand. On that date, the Army had not yet released which Army unit was surrounded or who the commanding general was. My Mother immediately said, "That has to be Tony. He always uses that term!" She phoned the General's wife, Helen, who was living in Washington, DC. After a short conversation, they agreed that the "General” in question had to be him! About two days later, the US Army released that the unit was indeed the 101st Airborne Division and that it was Tony.

      A great overview of this remarkable man and the men he led to victory, 'Nuts!-The Life & Times of General Tony McAuliffe' is a wonderful read for any student of Courage, WWII and the famous McAuliffe family.

      

      
        
        Kenneth J. McAuliffe Jr.

      

      

      
        
        General McAuliffe’s Nephew, 2022
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          1 Humble Beginnings

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "I’m gregarious and I like to be with people."

        Tony McAuliffe

      

      

      On July 2, 1898, Anthony Clemmet McAuliffe was born in the city of Washington, District of Columbia. At the turn of the century, he went through childhood much like any other youngster in middle America.

      His parents, John Joseph McAuliffe and Alice Katherine Gannon McAuliffe, went on to have five more children after he was born. His brothers were John, always known as Jack, Kenneth and Richard. Eleanor and Alice were his sisters.

      He was born in the Southeast corner of the District, at home. When he was five years old, his family relocated to a neighborhood close by called C. Street. They stayed there until 1921, when his parents made another move this time to Lamont Street, where they spent the remainder of their lives.

      "We spent our childhood in a very nice house with hardwood floors and a room that we referred to as the 'Parlor" back in those days. The Parlor was a room with a large crystal chandelier, but it was only utilized when really important guests were in town. The space immediately adjacent to it housed a sizable Library that was furnished with a colossal table and 100s of books," he said. "My dad was an avid reader, and he instilled that love of reading in all of us. He possessed all the classic books, such as those written by Dickens, Thackery, and Fenimore Cooper, as well as poetry and other such things. When we were
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