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INTRODUCTION
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LAST YEAR, thousands of teenagers who never attended high school and therefore lacked official diplomas entered college. Some were admitted to high-powered institutions, such as Harvard, Stanford, and the military academies. Many others won acceptance to hundreds of state and private colleges and universities. Dozens were recognized as National Merit Scholars. Most received thousands of dollars in academic scholarships, grants, ROTC awards, athletic scholarships, and other financial aid to continue their education.

All of these successful college applicants learned advanced math, biology and chemistry, history and government, and many other subjects not as high school students but instead as homeschoolers. Their families took responsibility for planning, implementing, and finally explaining high school at home to college admissions officers. Although getting into college as a homeschooler may sound difficult, any family that plans ahead can succeed.

Hence this book. To determine exactly how real home educators handle college admissions, we sought volunteers via Internet discussion boards and e-mail loops. In response to our pleas for help, thirty-two homeschooling parents and fourteen homeschool graduates generously donated their time to complete lengthy surveys. You will find throughout this book the survey respondents’ hard-won expertise relating to academic preparation, record keeping, and other related topics. Although we have assigned aliases to all the survey respondents, their locations and the names of the colleges they dealt with have not been changed.

We also provide all the background information homeschooling families need for college admissions. You will find the most important information—statistics about admissions for homeschoolers—up front. These numbers can help you decide whether high school at home makes sense for your teenager. The first chapter includes detailed descriptions of changing college admissions policies and a list of homeschool-friendly institutions.

In the following chapters, we discuss the topics you would expect to find in any book on college admissions—exploring alternatives to college, researching colleges, taking the SAT and ACT, writing application essays, visiting campuses, interviewing, and applying for financial aid—all from a homeschool perspective. In addition, we talk about subjects of special concern to home educators. These include creating narratives, transcripts, and portfolios; calculating credit and grade point averages; granting diplomas; handling unreasonable testing requirements; and conducting your own financial aid search.

Throughout this book you will find examples of real reading lists, course descriptions, transcripts, application essays, resumes, and other documents homeschooling families have developed for their children’s college applications. We also include money-saving tips and resource lists to help you confidently act as your home-schooled teenager’s high school counselor.

In chapter 13, we help you put everything together with a timeline for grades 7 through 12. Finally, in chapter 14, we hear again from some of our survey respondents, homeschooling parents, and graduates. They address the question “How do homeschoolers do in college?” From their experiences we learn that homeschoolers can expect a period of adjustment, just like everyone else. Do these teenagers succeed when they move from the kitchen table to the classroom? After reading the last chapter, you will only be able to answer a resounding “yes.”

With college admissions policies changing so rapidly, we urge you always to obtain specific information directly from applicable sources—admissions and financial aid officers and the College Board, which administers the SAT, for example. Do not assume that because the University of Illinois does things one way, the University of Indiana will do them the same way. Also, do not assume that the University of Illinois does things the same way this year as last year.

As a homeschooling mom emeritus, I know that any children you homeschool through high school will succeed. Your teenagers may go to college, win scholarships, and graduate with four-year degrees—or not. Although Harvard on a full scholarship may have crossed your mind, please do not make that your goal. Listen to twentieth-century educational psychologist Jerome Bruner, who wrote, “I think parents should forget the genius bit—what you want is a human being, a mensch, not a genius.” Few of us raise Ivy League contenders. Home education allows all of us, however, to aim for a higher goal—raising good people and productive citizens.


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

[image: ]

MY SINCERE thanks and appreciation to the survey respondent homeschooling families who took time out of their busy lives to answer my detailed questionnaire about their high school, college admission, and other post-high school experiences. In addition, approximately one dozen graduate homeschoolers completed a survey about their transition to college and the working world. Their unique insights give this book credibility.

Thanks, also, to the literary lights that helped to shaped and mold the work—Linda Dobson, who read all the drafts; my agent, Ling Lucas, who likes my writing and supports home education; the Prima editors, especially Jamie Miller, who saw the need for this title, and Andi Reese Brady, who gave the book its final readable form.

Without my family’s love and support, this information would exist only as randomly scribbled notes on my desk. Thanks to John and Dolores Fischer and Bernice Cohen, my parents, and Jeffrey and Tamara, my children, for their continual support and encouragement. And a very special thanks and “I love you” to my husband, Terrell Cohen, who holds down the fort.

Finally, thanks to God, who makes all things possible.


[image: ]
Part One
HOMESCHOOLERS AND COLLEGE


1

[image: ]

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS AND HOMESCHOOLING
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“We look for a clear sense of intellectual growth and a quest for knowledge in our applicants. What is their level of intellectual vitality? How have they sustained their curiosity? Homeschooled students may have a potential advantage in this aspect of the application since they have consciously chosen and pursued an independent course of study.”

—From “Homeschooling and the admission evaluation process,” at the Stanford University (CA) Web site



IN THE PAST ten years, the number of homeschoolers applying to college has increased from a trickle to a steady stream. With home education growing 5 to 15 percent each year and an increasing percentage of families homeschooling teenagers, this stream threatens to become a flood. Sean Callaway—homeschooling father, Pace University School of Education Director of College Placement, and member of the National Association of College Admissions Counselors (NACAC)—says that colleges and universities may see as many as 225,000 to 350,000 homeschooled applicants over the next decade.


Despite problems at a few schools, it appears that homeschooling presents no significant barriers to admission to more than 95 percent of the colleges and universities in the United States.



What a change. In 1990, because they received one or two applications from homeschoolers each year, most colleges evaluated graduates of home-based programs on a case-by-case basis. Probably fewer than ten schools nationwide had written recommendations and procedures for dealing with students taught in nonaccredited programs at home. Now, according to a NACAC 1999 survey, 51 percent of the institutions responding have policies relating to homeschoolers, up from 41 percent the previous year.

What do these policies say? Are they favorable or unfavorable? What are the overall trends?

The most current comprehensive answer to those questions comes from the National Center for Home Education (NCHE). In February 2000, NCHE issued a report titled “1999 College Survey: College Admissions Policies Opening to Home Schoolers.” The NCHE surveyed 917 colleges and universities and received responses from 513. Approximately 68 percent of the 513 colleges responding reported equal treatment of home-schooled applicants. These colleges said they evaluated homeschoolers based on family transcripts or portfolios plus the same admissions tests and essays required of all applicants. An additional 28 percent of the 513 colleges responding imposed another requirement: They requested a General Educational Development (GED) test score from homeschooled applicants who do not have a diploma from an accredited school.
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QUICK & EASY

Attend the next college fair in your area with your teenager. Visit as many of the booths as possible and ask about admissions policies and financial aid for homeschool graduates. It can’t hurt to get colleges thinking about creating scholarships especially for home-schooled applicants. To find upcoming fairs in your area, call local high school counseling offices and ask about dates and locations.



Finally, the NCHE report said that approximately 3.5 percent of the colleges responding to their survey—three to four out of every hundred—had overtly discriminatory policies. These schools required additional achievement test (SAT II Subject Test) scores of students from home-based education programs. A few required higher scores on all tests taken by homeschoolers.

Although many state-funded schools give homeschoolers a fair shake and treat them just like everyone else, the NCHE report makes clear what many homeschoolers already know from reading individual accounts: State colleges and universities are more likely than private schools to have discriminatory policies. Even in the absence of outright discrimination, state schools—mired as they are in bureaucracy—can be more difficult to deal with than private colleges.

Despite problems at a few schools, it appears that homeschooling presents no significant barriers to admission to more than 95 percent of the colleges and universities in the United States. The extensive Colleges That Admit Homeschoolers Web page, at the School Is Dead, Learn In Freedom Web site, maintained by homeschool father Karl Bunday, further supports this conclusion. He lists more than one thousand colleges nationwide that have accepted homeschooled applicants.

With this background, let’s examine the homeschooling admissions percentages at some colleges and universities. And let’s hear more from some of the homeschooling families that we surveyed for this book.

HOMESCHOOL-FRIENDLY COLLEGES

IN FEBRUARY 2000, the New York Times reported that Stanford University, a highly selective private university in California, had admitted four out of fifteen homeschooled applicants the previous year—27 percent. At the same time, it offered admission to approximately 12 percent of their entire applicant pool. According to the New York Times report, homeschoolers won admission to Stanford at double the rate of their schooled counterparts.


Thomas Aquinas College, a small, private “great books” institution in California, welcomes homeschoolers and states at its Web site: “In the 1999–2000 academic year, 29 percent of our students had been taught at home!”



We find equally encouraging results at other schools. In 2000, Grove City College, a conservative Christian school in Pennsylvania, admitted 35 out of 55 (about 64 percent) of its homeschooled applicants. The same year, it admitted about 44 percent of its regular applicant pool. Thomas Aquinas College, a small, private “great books” institution in California, welcomes homeschoolers and states on its Web site: “In the 1999–2000 academic year, 29 percent of our students had been taught at home!”

Some colleges throw out the welcome mat by offering scholarships earmarked for home-schooled graduates. These include Nyack College (NY) and Belhaven College (MS). Bryan College (TN) offers a thousand-dollar grant for homeschoolers in their freshman year.

Many homeschooling parents are pleasantly surprised by how easy college admission is—even in the absence of specific policies. Dan and Beth in Alabama write, “The process was relatively painless. Faulkner University (AL) did not have guidelines for evaluating homeschooled students. Nevertheless, they wanted to admit our two sons, based on their accomplishments and ACT scores, so they wrote an admission policy for homeschoolers.”


COLLEGES RECOMMENDED
BY HOME EDUCATORS

This list could easily be much longer. We focused on those institutions listed by our survey respondents. Space does not permit us to list hundreds of homeschool-friendly schools.



Abilene Christian University (Abilene, TX)

Auburn University (Auburn, AL)

Belleville University (Belleville, NE)

Bryan College (Dayton, TN)

Cedarville College (Cedarville, OH)

College of William and Mary (Williamsburg, VA)

Concordia University (Mequon, WI)

Dartmouth College (Hanover, NH)

Dordt College (Sioux Center, IA)

Faulkner University (Montgomery, AL)

Florida Gulf Coast University (Fort Myers, FL)

Goddard College (Plainfield, VT)

Gordon College (Wenham, MA)

Houghton College (Houghton, NY)

Hunter College (New York, NY)

Johnson and Wales University (Providence, RI)

Lee University (Cleveland, TN)

Mississippi College (Clinton, MS)

New College (Montpelier, VT)

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology (Terre Haute, IN)

Samford University (Birmingham, AL)

Sheldon Jackson College (Sitka, AK)

Simon’s Rock of Bard College (Great Barrington, MA)

Southern Nazarene University (Bethany, OK)

Spring Arbor College (Spring Arbor, MI)

Stanford University (Palo Alto, CA)

Thomas Aquinas College (Santa Paula, CA)

United States Air Force Academy (Colorado Springs, CO)

University of Indiana (Bloomington, IN)

University of Rochester (Rochester, NY)

University of South Alabama (Mobile, AL)

University of Tennessee (Chattanooga, TN)

University of Virginia (Charlottesville, VA)

Yale University (New Haven, CT)




HOMESCHOOL GRADS SAY

Contact someone in the admissions department and tell them about your background. One of the reasons I was so interested in the University of Rochester originally was that when I told them I was homeschooled, the admissions officer seemed really excited. The people I corresponded with throughout the admissions process were very helpful

—JANIE, A FRESHMAN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER



Pam, who has been homeschooling since 1986, writes, “College admissions was surprisingly easy. However, our son had already been contacted by Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) in Fort Myers, Florida, and asked to apply to the honors program, based on his ACT scores. FGCU holds one-day events where prospective students can bring transcripts and ACT/SAT scores and be accepted that day. FGCU is a relatively new state university and still small—a perfect transition for homeschoolers.”

Daniela, a relaxed, eclectic homeschooling mom in Wisconsin, says that her son had a positive experience with Concordia University in Wisconsin in the 1999–2000 college application year: “We were surprised at how little they required and even more surprised that they were looking for homeschooled students.”

Serena’s daughter, who has been homeschooling since 1992, had good luck with admissions. She applied to Ohio State (OH), University of Toledo in Toledo (OH), and Indiana University in Bloomington (IN). Serena writes, “Since we were not applying to any highly selective schools requiring essays or interviews, the process was relatively easy. I simply filled out all the guidance counselor forms, wrote a transcript, and returned the application package. I was surprised by how readily everyone accepted our package. Indiana University was actually enthusiastic!”

Most homeschoolers applying to community and junior colleges (two-year schools that grant associate of arts degrees) find open doors. Karen, a homeschooling mom in Pennsylvania, reports, “As our daughter had decided on a community college for her first few years, the whole procedure was very easy. They sent us an application and a form to be signed by her evaluator (we live in Pennsylvania, and evaluations are required). Based on the form and our transcripts, she was accepted. She then met with a counselor to discuss her plans. The counselor asked her to take math and reading tests for placement. In the spring of 1999, our daughter began her first early childhood education class at age 16. I was surprised at how easy it was and equally surprised by the number of colleges calling her regularly. I now think she would have had no trouble getting into most colleges.”


HOW WE DID IT

It was a very intense time, considering the caliber of schools to which our son applied. We first found out how the schools viewed homeschoolers. Stanford has its own Web page for homeschoolers, so you get a good feel for what they look for—for example, they want a different essay from homeschoolers than from the ‘schooled’ students. College of William and Mary and the University of Virginia had specialists in homeschool admissions who could answer our questions. California Institute of Technology was the least flexible, although it might be that we didn’t ask the right questions.

Given our son’s admit rate, our experience was positive. He is ecstatic to be offered the Echols scholar program at University of Virginia and even more blown away by his admittance to Stanford! It was scary, though, not knowing what the response would be to a homeschooling student and trying to guess at what the universities wanted to see on transcripts.

—DENISE IN VIRGINIA




HOW WE DID IT

Overall, the college admissions process was positive. We started by attending a Christian college fair and getting some ideas of what questions to ask, what the different requirements were, how they felt about homeschoolers, scholarship information, and so on. Then we made campus visits. Our son narrowed his choices to three—expensive, middle-of-the-road, and cheap. The application forms, all very detailed, are time-consuming. We filed financial aid forms, got financial aid offers, and made the decision.

What surprised me was the fact that our son is now attending the most expensive school, without our going into debt. And we are a typical, middle-class homeschool family, with no college savings. Of course, our son earned the majority of the money and will have to come home this summer and work hard again to earn for next year.

—DARIA IN ALABAMA



Homeschooling families with children applying to more-selective schools find that preparing good documentation eases the application process. Julie in Colorado, whose son was admitted to Vanderbilt University (TN), Northwestern University (IL), Indiana University (IN), and the University of Colorado, Boulder (CO), explains, “We did lots of work filling out forms. We tried to stay fairly organized during the high school homeschooling years, gathering information that would show what we had done. We were really glad to have all that assembled. Even so, it was still a lot of work. We took enormous pains to make sure everything looked perfect.”

Kara in Georgia, whose four homeschooled children were admitted to competitive colleges, including Rice University (TX) and Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology (IN), sends a cautionary message about record keeping: “Overall, the college application process was easy when we had the documentation, transcripts of previous college credits, Scouting records, and other reports all in a file. With one son, who waited until the last minute, it was hectic. We found ourselves in the post office, asking for same-day postmarking and certification—not to mention making sure all the documents, essays, and other paperwork were in order. Those last twenty-four hours were a family event we would not wish to repeat.”

GED DILEMMAS

AS THE National Center for Home Education report points out, just under one in three colleges nationwide requires a General Educational Development (GED) test score to admit graduates of nonaccredited schools, a category that includes most homeschoolers. They base this requirement on the perceived need for a GED score to qualify for financial aid.

Homeschooling families take two approaches to this requirement. Some simply have their children take the test and get on with college and with life. Catherine in Saudi Arabia explains, “The admission process was very straightforward. No diploma? Give us a GED and you’re in. My daughter had no difficulty in passing the GED even though she only followed a curriculum through grade 8 (Calvert). Thereafter, she studied whatever interested her. She did brush up in math and science in preparation for the GED examination.”

It can be as simple as that. If a school requires a GED test score, help your teenager prepare for and take the test. You will find preparation materials online and in the study guide section of any large bookstore (see Resources at the end of this chapter). Most agree that students with good eighth-grade skills can pass this high school diploma equivalency test.

Some families find the GED requirement humiliating, nonsensical, and even ridiculous. They say that the GED, often associated with high school dropouts, is not appropriate for their hardworking homeschoolers. During the college admissions process, some of these families eliminate schools that require a GED. Denise in Virginia, whose son was admitted to Stanford, writes, “We became aware that some schools would not even look at our son, because he had not taken a GED! That was one hoop that he would not consider. After all, he was a National Merit Scholarship finalist and had a very good record at the community college, taking advanced courses.”

Other families challenge the GED requirement and try to get admissions personnel to change their minds. Leo and Penny, homeschoolers since 1987, explain, “After being notified that our son would not be considered for admission to University of Wyoming until he had taken the GED, we decided to take a solid stand against the policy. A few letters and phone calls later, the GED requirement was waived. Our son was immediately admitted. The admissions office called our home and apologized, saying that their policies were outdated and in need of revision.”

COLLEGES REQUIRING HOMESCHOOLERS TO LEAP TALL BUILDINGS IN A SINGLE BOUND

UNFORTUNATELY, SOME COLLEGES have adopted discriminatory admissions policies. The University of North Carolina, Wilmington, for example, requires a certain number of high school credits in English, math, science, history, and foreign language and an SAT score, just as most other schools do. The school also says, “In addition to meeting the freshman admission requirements, home-schooled applicants must obtain a satisfactory score on three Subject Tests (SAT II’s, formerly called Achievement Tests), one each in English, mathematics, and science.”
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MONEY SAVER

Find free GED study guides in the reference section of most public libraries.



Ironically and illogically, this policy comes from a college that admits students with high school grade point averages as low as 2.0 on a 4.0 scale (as low as a C average). Probably a significant percentage of its freshman could not produce acceptable scores on three SAT II subject achievement tests.

Other schools currently requiring SAT II Subject Test scores from homeschoolers—but not from graduates of accredited high schools—include the University of Notre Dame (IN), Georgia State University (GA), Portland State College (OR), Purdue University (IN), Rhodes College (TN), Rice University (TX). Depressing? Yes. But keep in mind that colleges sometimes change their policies. Indeed, some of the schools named in this paragraph may have rethought their positions by the time you read this. Southern Methodist University (TX) used to require additional SAT II scores from homeschoolers. They no longer do.

How can you deal with discriminatory policies? You have at least four choices.

1. Vote with your feet. There are approximately 3,200 two-year and four-year colleges in the United States. Take your business elsewhere, to colleges that treat homeschoolers fairly.

2. Try to change their minds. You may find that what appears to be a hard-and-fast policy (for example, scores on four SAT II Subject Tests from homeschoolers) may be waived or reduced in certain circumstances. If your homeschooler has won a Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) or National Merit Scholarship or is a standout athlete or even has simply completed one semester of community college classes with straight As, the admissions office may discover a loophole that allows them to waive the requirement.

3. Prepare for the additional testing, and plan ahead to satisfy the college’s requirements. Julie in Colorado reports success with this tactic: “Indiana University asked for more than just the usual SAT I and three SAT II Subject Tests. From homeschoolers they wanted four subject tests, including history. We did it, and they admitted our son to their honors program.”

4. Send your child to school for his senior year. Serena in Ohio explains, “Our homeschooled oldest daughter approached Purdue University. They were very negative, requiring special SAT II tests from homeschoolers. She ended up enrolling in public high school in her senior year and applied to Purdue with a public school transcript. They accepted her in a matter of weeks, with no additional tests required.”

THE FINE ART OF NEGOTIATION

IF A COLLEGE or university’s stated requirements for homeschoolers seem unfair, do write to the admissions department and discuss the matter with them.

Admissions officers are often unfamiliar with homeschooling. They don’t understand that homeschoolers may have transcripts, college credits, and unusual, impressive accomplishments, such as running a business or publishing a book. Explaining home education can go a long way.

Judy in Virginia writes, “While at first it appeared that they might not be very easy to deal with, our daughter negotiated with Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University to change what they required from her. She had a long back-and-forth e-mail conversation with the dean of admissions that eventually resolved all of their concerns in her favor.”


If a college or university’s stated requirements for homeschoolers seem unfair do write to the admissions department and discuss the matter with them.



It is also important to fully understand the policies at a given college and to talk to the right people. “The right people” usually does not include the first person who answers the phone in admissions. Kate explains, “At South Dakota State University, the secretaries questioned the records we provided. I had to point that their published admissions policy was not a misprint but that any person—homeschooled or not—could be admitted on the basis of their ACT scores alone. Further up the line, the admissions officers themselves had no problem.”

Policies may be vague or nonexistent, but don’t let that deter you. Daria in Alabama writes, “Auburn University had a sentence in their catalog, Applicants from nonaccredited high schools will be considered on an individual basis by the Admissions Committee.’ Our homeschool was definitely nonaccredited. But our son received acceptance within three weeks after mailing his application! He had a pretty good (not great) ACT score and a fairly normal-looking transcript, and I think that’s what helped.”

If you live in California, the California State College and University system can present special problems.

Jeanette describes her family’s unfortunate situation: “Our two homeschooled children both attended Barstow Junior College as part of their high school homeschooling. One son applied to California State University, San Marcos, three classes short of an AA degree. They told us that he would not be accepted without a high school diploma, because he had not completed his AA degree. However, had he applied as a homeschooled student with no junior college classes, he would have probably been accepted with his SAT scores and a portfolio. The process was ridiculous. I sent my children to junior college during their high school homeschooling years to fill gaps in their education and also to let them pursue their interests. However, this backfired when my son applied to the California State system.”


QUESTIONS FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS OFFICERS

Begin with this list and add other questions specific to your situation.

[image: ]   How many homeschoolers applied for freshman undergraduate spaces at your school last year?

[image: ]   How many of those homeschoolers did you admit?

[image: ]   How does this compare with your overall admittance rate?

[image: ]   Do you have special policies for dealing with applicants who home- schooled through high school? (This could be in the form of an internal memo, Web information pages, special application and information packets you send to homeschoolers, and so on.) If yes, what are those policies?

[image: ]   How do you evaluate homeschooled applicants? Do you require anything different from them than from applicants who attend public schools, for example? (Assume here that homeschoolers submit standardized test scores, transcripts, and all other paperwork, just like everyone else.)

[image: ]   What are your concerns with homeschoolers?

[image: ]   If you require additional documentation from homeschoolers, how does this compare with documentation you require of applicants from small, private, unaccredited schools?



The obvious lesson here is to ask questions ahead of time (see sidebar, above). And talk to the right people—people in a position to make a decision. Many schools now assign all homeschooled applicants to one or two admissions counselors. If the school has not designated a homeschooling specialist, ask to speak to the head admissions officer to be certain you get the right answers.


To get around the traditional admissions process, your home-schooler enrolls in courses at a college of interest as a non-degree-seeking student.



NCHE makes two excellent recommendations. Be prepared. And be persistent. Do not wait until your homeschoolers senior year to learn about admissions policies. Start your research in grades 8 and 9 or even earlier. Back preparation with persistence. Don’t give up—especially in the face of difficulties. As NCHE points out in its online article titled “Preparing for College,” “ ‘No’ does not always mean there is no way.” We encountered problems when our son applied to the United States Air Force Academy. We questioned every obstacle and answered every objection until no more remained and our son was admitted. He graduated from the academy in 1997 and now lives his dream, flying jet aircraft.

BACK-DOOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

FINALLY, SOME HOMESCHOOLERS—just like many students who graduated from public school—now go around the college admissions process. They never take standardized tests like the SAT and ACT, and they never submit transcripts and application essays. Instead, they win admissions to degree-granting programs through the back door.

To get around the traditional admissions process, your homeschooler could enroll in courses at a college of interest as a non-degree-seeking student. Most colleges allow students to take classes if they can pay the fees and meet the prerequisites. After taking one to three semesters of classes part-time, students then apply for admission to a degree program. For documentation, they use the college transcript generated by the classes taken.

This option works well for students who are unsure of their direction and perhaps want to work and attend college part-time before making any decisions about a degree program. The downside? It is almost impossible to get financial aid when you take classes outside a degree program. Nevertheless, back-door college admission is ideal for some homeschoolers. Always check with the college in advance to determine if classes taken in nondegree status can be used later to satisfy degree requirements.

College admission for homeschoolers is easier at some institutions, more difficult at others. Some colleges go out of their way to welcome graduates of home-based programs. A few, with discriminatory admissions policies, actively discourage homeschooled applicants.

Just as you will eliminate some colleges from consideration because of their educational philosophies, the majors offered, location, or cost, you will cross some schools off of your list because their administrators cannot see the value of home education. Learn about the policies at different schools. Establish working relationships with those who welcome homeschoolers and offer what you want.

SIMPLE STARTING POINTS

INVOLVE YOUR homeschooled teen in all research and decision making about college—including trying each of the following suggestions:

[image: ] Gather data from homeschoolers in your community. Ask members of your local support groups about their experiences with college admissions.

[image: ] If your homeschooler has not yet decided which colleges interest him, do a small research project. You and your teenager can call a local community college, a nearby four-year state college or university, and one or two private colleges. Ask questions suggested earlier in this chapter regarding their history of accepting homeschoolers and their current policies regarding homeschooled applicants.

[image: ] Get specific information on admissions from any schools you know your teen will apply to. If any policy seems unreasonable, ask why the policy exists and begin a discussion of your situation with the admissions office.

[image: ] Visit Web sites suggested below in the Resources for the most up-to-date information about colleges that accept homeschoolers.

RESOURCES

Books

Cohen, Cafi. And What About College? How Homeschooling Leads to Admissions to the Best Colleges and Universities, Second Edition. Holt Associates, 2000.

Colfax, David and Micki. Homeschooling for Excellence. Warner Books, 1988. Also, Hard Times in Paradise. Warner Books, 1992.

Herzog, David Alan. GED Mathematics Workbook. IDG Books, 1998.

Hogan, Katherine. Barrons GED Writing Workbook. Barron’s, 1998.

McKee, Alison. From Homeschool to College and Work New Revised Edition. Bittersweet House, P.O. Box 5211, Madison, Wisconsin 53705, 1999.

Martz, Geoff, and Laurice Pearson. Cracking the GED 2000. Princeton Review, 1999.

Web Sites

1999 NCHE College Survey: http://www.hslda.org

College and University Reviews—Homeschool Admission Policies at Eclectic Homeschool Online Web Site: http://eho.org/collrev.htm

College Admission Policies: Good News, Bad News Colleges at Homeschool-Teens-College: http://www.homeschoolteenscollege.net

Colleges That Admit Homeschoolers at Karl Bunday’s School Is Dead, Learn In Freedom Web Site: http://learninfreedom.org/colleges_4_hmsc.html

GED Preparation Page: http://www.petersons.com/testprep/ged.html

GED Testing Service: http://www.acenet.edu/calec/ged/home.html

Homeschool-Friendly Colleges and Universities: http://rsts.net/colleges/

Homeschooling Today College Resource Section: http://www.homeschooltoday.com
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COLLEGE OR NOT?


In This Chapter
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“If you know what kind of work you want to do, move toward it in the most direct way possible.”

—John Holt in Teach Your Own



COMPUTER SOFTWARE DEVELOPER Bill Gates, newsman Walter Cronkite, and architect Frank Lloyd Wright all followed John Holt’s advice on the previous page. Each began working in the field that most interested him, and all eventually achieved worldwide recognition—without college degrees.

College has been the default button on our child-raising menu for too long. It is almost a mantra in our society: “Go to college, make money, have a good life.” Too often this mantra leads to “You will only have a good life if you earn a four-year degree.” We have reached the point where most families automatically push their children to attend college regardless of their sons’ and daughters’ interests, talents, and occupational goals.


We all know college graduates who man cash registers, drive taxis, or are otherwise “underemployed”—or should we say “overeducated”?



Homeschooling families—all families—should question conventional college-to-rewarding-career wisdom. Most students will have to raise anywhere from $10,000 to more than $100,000 to finance four years of study. That’s if they finish. A study by the National Center for Education Statistics says that more than 30 percent of students who begin college do not return for their sophomore year. And an appalling 75 percent of students who enter college have no degree five years later.

Students who stick it out will devote four to six years of their lives to obtaining a degree, a degree that may or may not lead to a rewarding work. We all know college graduates who man cash registers, drive taxis, or are otherwise “underemployed”—or should we say “overeducated”? This occurs because more than 70 percent of jobs in the United States require only alternative education or on-the-job training. With the demand for Web page designers and other self-taught computer experts, that percentage may rise even higher in the first decade of the new millennium.

To choose between college and the alternatives, it helps to have more information. What are other homeschool graduates doing? How do their parents feel about their choosing an alternative to college?

Emma’s daughter, who graduated as a homeschooler in 1999, has chosen to study violin privately and pursue other interests rather than attend college. Emma writes, “We have always said that college was something to do if it got you where you wanted to go. We advise skipping it if it does not serve your needs. College for the sake of college, we feel, is too expensive and time-consuming. Attending college just because one wants to go, of course, is fine. We reject the notion that everyone should go and therefore must go. Fortunately, homeschoolers are less inclined than most people to be corralled by such thinking.”


OCCUPATIONAL OUTLOOK

The jobs listed below are those projected to have the greatest percentage increase in growth from 1990 to 2005 (note that only two [*] require college):



Home health aide

*Computer systems analyst

Personal and home care aide

Medical assistant

Human service worker

Radiological technologist

Medical secretary

*Psychologist

Travel agent

Correction officer



These jobs are projected to experience the largest increase in overall numbers from 1990 to 2005 (note that none of these require a four-year college degree):



Salesperson, retail

Registered nurse

Cashier

Office clerk

Truck driver

Manager and executive

Janitor maid, and cleaner

Nursing aide, orderly

Food counter worker

Food service

—FROM THE JOB SEEKING SKILLS WEB SITE,
 www.bcit.tec.nj.us/JobSeeking/choscareer.htm




HOMESCHOOL GRADS SAY

Few people know what they want to do from the get-go. I graduated as a homeschooler and have been in and out of four colleges and several jobs. Even without a degree, I am happily employed in a full-time job for which I am well compensated. My advice? Try to decide what you want to do before spending a heap of money on college.

If you cannot decide what you want to do and have limited funds, don’t go to college. Find an entry-level job in a business or organization, doing work that looks interesting to you. Your first job may be boring and low paying, but you never know where it will lead. Hard work always draws attention. Comparing college and full-time-work environments, I know that working teaches you much that college cannot. Nothing compares with being out in the real world.

—TARA IN CALIFORNIA



Of course, certain occupations demand college preparation. Examples include medicine, veterinary medicine, architecture, engineering, college teaching and research, and teaching in public schools. Entry to other fields—law, nursing, business management, and science research—is often smoother with a college degree.

Some look beyond the immediate career benefits associated with a bachelor’s degree. They say that four years on campus provides an opportunity to grow personally, intellectually, spiritually, and socially—all at a time of life when most people have no conflicting demands of family or earning a living.

That said, homeschoolers, more than most teens who attend school, are in excellent positions to delay college and explore alternatives. As homeschooling parents and teenagers, you already think outside the box. You homeschooled through high school, usually without the assistance of credentialed teachers—often in the face of doubting friends, relatives, and neighbors. You succeeded, probably in part because you know how to network for opportunities. I have interviewed hundreds of homeschoolers who—at ages 13 to 18—got occupational head starts by trying home-based businesses, internships, apprenticeships, and paying jobs during their high school years. By the time they graduated, they were more than ready to put these skills to use to find meaningful employment.


ALTERNATIVES TO COLLEGE

Other ways to spend four to six years and tens of thousands of dollars:

Traveling (including working your way around the world)

Internships

Working for community-service organizations (AmeriCorps, for example)

On-the-job training

Apprenticeships

Culinary careers

Alternative-medicine careers (naturopathy, massage therapy, for example)

Training for a trade (electrician, cosmetologist, for example)

Outdoor jobs
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