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​Introduction
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Welcome to The English Tenses Exercise Book – a collection of 161 exercises designed to drill the 12 key tenses of English: the past, present and future in their simple, continuous, perfect and perfect continuous forms. This book can be used for general, independent practice, though the exercises roughly match the guidelines laid out in The English Tenses Practical Grammar Guide. 

This book is designed to make you fully comfortable with forming and using the tenses, both on their own and in conjunction with other tenses. Many other excellent grammar guides and exercise books exist, but it is rare that they offer more than one or two exercises on a particular topic. This book does the opposite: the topic is narrow, but the quantity of exercises and number of examples is vast. Some examples repeat similar ideas or themes – this is to reinforce lessons, demonstrate different usage and (in some cases) provide extra continuity or engagement. 

As a writer and teacher for over fifteen years, I have devised these exercises and examples with the aim of presenting English in natural use, considering various styles and subjects. You will find everyday sentences and more unusual examples; short stories and non-fiction passages; academic English and business English; and more. Regardless of your level, my hope is that the examples will help familiarise you with the tenses across a broad range of usage. The vocabulary I have chosen is generally at an intermediate level, occasionally using more basic or advanced language, and the majority of verbs come from lists of those most commonly used. The prose exercises particularly aim to present more varied and fluent use of English, and for wider exposure, some examples have been included to demonstrate how a particular tense could be used. Please do complete the book with an accompanying dictionary if necessary and feel free to get in touch if anything is unclear.

And if you find some examples lean towards life in an English seaside town, that reflects my own setting, and the setting for my website, English Lessons Brighton.
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​How to Use This Book
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The exercises in this book primarily concern verb forms, asking you to choose and correctly form the appropriate tense for each sentence. Sentences are either presented in isolated lists or in prose format. Instructions are given for each exercise as to the tense or tenses being tested, usually indicated in bold.

These exercises usually provide a space for you to fill in the correct tense. The information in brackets lets you know which verb to use and whether any additional words are necessary, such as a subject or adverbs. The spaces are standard sizes depending on the exercise and do not specifically indicate how long the answer should be.

The book is organised into two main sections, Tense Forms and Tenses in Use. These are divided into groups covering the past, present and future tenses, and each also contains mixed tense exercises. Within each grouping, you will find more basic list exercises and more complex prose exercises for comparative use. You may complete the exercises in any order you choose, but be aware that the book becomes more complex as it builds to more comparative use at the end of each section, particularly with the mixed tenses exercises. To present more natural use, there are occasional passive or modal examples to demonstrate wider contexts of the tenses. An additional section, Infinitives and Participles, is included at the back to specifically drill understanding of the verb forms that help complete the more complicated tenses.

You can complete these exercises mentally, but I recommend writing your answers on a piece of paper or in a notebook so that you can check them against the answers. The links at the bottom of each exercise will take you directly to the answers for that exercise, where you will also find links to go back to the exercise. A full list of exercises can be found at the back, if you wish to quickly find a particular topic.

The answers usually demonstrate complete correct sentences. Corrected sentences are shown in italics, occasional highlighted form changes are shown in bold and additional information is given in (brackets).

I hope you will enjoy these exercises and find them educational – now let’s get started!
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​Tense Forms
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The following section drills forming the tenses, to get you used to quickly identifying and using different verb forms in the past, present and future. Each section includes exercises for the simple, continuous, perfect and perfect continuous, covering affirmative and negative statements, questions with and without question words, negative questions and mixed tenses.

The focus here is always on the required tense form. This means that the example sentences in this section are not necessarily the only way to express these points, but are used for illustrative purposes. This is particularly true of the perfect and perfect continuous forms, which can be relatively rare in practice, and usually require specific contexts to make complete sense. The mixed tenses passages are designed to include as many instances of these forms as possible, though in everyday use such passages may be expressed in simpler ways.
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​Forming the Past
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​1. Past Simple
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​1.1 Past Simple Statements

Form complete sentences in the past simple (affirmative or negative), without contractions, using the information provided.

For example: 

● Q: I / to know / not / where he lived

● A: I did not know where he lived.

1. the postman / to be / late again

2. Felicity / to grow / tomatoes in her garden

3. he / to understand / not / the project

4. we / to fail / to finish in time

5. they / to give / not / us the bag of flour

6. Liam / to ask / not / the question politely

7. the hummingbirds / to build / a nest in our attic

8. the piano / to look / too old to use

9. she / to say / we / to be / wrong

10. I / to pick / not / the right flowers

11. our cake / to taste / not / right

12. we / to drive / all the way to Scotland

13. you / to bring / not / the green umbrella

14. they / to arrest / the wrong man

15. the lady of the manor / to write / not / a convincing memoir

1.1 Answers
​1.2 Past Simple Questions 1

Convert the following past simple statements into past simple yes or no questions (they do not require question words). First person statements should become second person questions. Remember that past simple questions require the auxiliary to do or to be.

For example:

• Q: We went to Bali on our honeymoon.

• A: Did you go to Bali on your honeymoon?

1. Our dogs were very messy.

2. The chef cooked something spectacular.

3. I read all three of my textbooks this weekend.

4. She asked him to go on a date.

5. You knew about the rotten fruit!

6. The priests demanded that the film be banned.

7. I bought a new bicycle.

8. He hoovered the house because of the dust.

9. The children played on the swings.

10. She was very disappointed with the presentation.

11. We misjudged the time it would take to get to the party.

12. I lost my keys again.

13. The story got a lot more interesting after the main character died.

14. They sent a replacement cabinet after ours broke.

15. The council banned parking on my road.

16. She ran a marathon last spring.

17. It was the hottest day of the year.

18. Ulric visited the doctor for the first time.

19. My computer stopped working.

20. They prepared for the storm months in advance.

1.2 Answers



​1.3 Past Simple Questions 2

Convert the following past simple statements into past simple questions, using the question words provided. First person statements should become second person questions. Remember that past simple questions require the auxiliary to do or to be.

For example:

• Q: He purchased two bottles of wine. (what)

• A: What did he purchase?

1. I helped the old man in the market. (where)

2. Julian sang a beautiful ballad. (what)

3. We searched for the doctor in the jungle. (where)

4. She was very angry because of the train delays. (why)

5. After the competition, everyone went for ice cream. (when)

6. They stole the gold necklaces, but not the silver ones. (which)

7. I gave the homeless man £20. (how much)

8. The critic hated the director’s latest film. (what)

9. He had a disagreement with the man who sold him his car. (who)

10. The great oak tree was cut down yesterday. (what)

11. Tyler wanted to free the guinea pigs. (what) 

12. The family took the bottles to the new recycling centre. (where)

13. The girl believed in magic, but not dwarves. (what)

14. We tied the knots by following the instructions on the internet. (how / to tie)

15. Someone ate her last cupcake! (who)

1.3 Answers
​1.4 Past Simple Negative Questions



Complete the following sentences in the past simple negative question form, without contractions, using the subjects and verbs in brackets. Remember that past simple questions require the auxiliary to do or to be.

For example:

• Q: Why _______________ his trumpet? (Timmy / to play)

• A: Why did Timmy not play his trumpet?

1. What _______________ us? (he / to tell)

2. _______________ like an easy task? (it / to seem)

3. Where _______________ the students? (Mindy / to take)

4. Why _______________ locked? (the door / to be)

5. How _______________ there in time? (we / to get)

6. _______________ any water on the hike? (they / to bring)

7. _______________ supposed to be in Italy this week? (she / to be)

8. _______________ for very long? (the spiders / to live)

9. _______________ sad about the game being cancelled? (you / to be)

10. When _______________ a manager? (the football team / to have)

1.4 Answers



​1.5 Mixed Past Simple

Complete the following sentences in the appropriate past simple affirmative, negative or question form, without contractions, using the information provided in brackets.

For example:

• Q: _______________ happy with the result? (she / to be / not)

• A: Was she not happy with the result?

1. We _______________ very good at sports. (to be / not)

2. The Morrisons _______________ too many chickens. (to own)

3. Herman _______________ with his neighbours. (to get on / not)

4. Where _______________ my car? (I / to park)

5. _______________ that new ballet? (you / to see)

6. The builders _______________ a large breakfast. (to eat)

7. _______________ a good swimmer? (she / to be / not)

8. The lady _______________ to buy the dress. (to decide / not)

9. _______________ to the radio? (they / to listen / not)

10. She _______________ all the way around the park. (to run)

1.5 Answers
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​2. Past Continuous
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​2.1 Past Continuous Statements

Form complete sentences in the past continuous (affirmative or negative), without contractions, using the information provided.

For example: 

• Q: the man / to run / for his train

• A: The man was running for his train.

1. the giraffe / to lie down

2. they / to draw / not / pictures of fruit

3. it / to get / dark outside

4. you / to tell / me about your new phone

5. they / to fly / not / over Mongolia

6. I / to clean / the pans when the police arrived

7. the animals / to dig / a hole

8. Kyle / to read / not / novels this summer

9. we / to paint / the house all day

10. no one / to help / with the display

11. the computer / to load / not / properly

12. you / to sleep / not / in the right room

13. she / to brush / her teeth

14. I / to test / the light switch

15. the rodents / to plan / something

​2.1 Answers
​2.2 Past Continuous Questions 1

Form complete past continuous yes or no questions, without question words, using the information provided. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: he / hang / washing / outside

• A: Was he hanging his washing outside?

1. they / to build / a new school

2. Lily / to hide / something

3. the days / to get / longer

4. you / to ask / about my van

5. the light / to work / when you got home

6. his father / to try / to play the piano

7. the students / to travel / through Bolivia

8. everyone / to wait / for me

9. I / to say / the right word

10. the sailors / to load / the correct boat

11. the bus / to stop / everywhere

12. we / to sing / in tune

13. Rupert and Jim / to fight / again

14. the sun / to shine / on your wedding day

15. the trains / to arrive / on time last weekend

2.2 Answers
​2.3 Past Continuous Questions 2

Convert the following past continuous statements into past continuous questions, using the question words provided. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: They were cycling in Sweden. (where)

• A: Where were they cycling?

1. The students were doing very well. (how)

2. Tim was studying French. (what)

3. You were flying to Ireland. (where)

4. The cat was running away. (why)

5. They were singing the national anthem. (what)

6. I was living in America for three years. (how long)

7. Someone was leaving dirty dishes out. (who)

8. Her husband was watching a detective show on TV. (what)

9. The tour guide was taking them to the cathedral. (where)

10. Hailey was smiling because she had flowers. (why)

11. The Japanese investors were meeting with someone. (who)

12. The restaurant was getting crowded because it was so busy. (why)

13. The new shoes were arriving at noon. (when)

14. Alison was preparing a banner for the carnival. (what)

15. We were picking up bad habits from our friends. (what)

2.3 Answers
​2.4 Past Continuous Negative Questions

Complete the following sentences in past continuous negative question form, without contractions, using the subjects and verbs in brackets.

For example:

• Q: Why ____________________ to the radio? (you / to listen)

• A: Why were you not listening to the radio?

1. ____________________ the party? (you / to enjoy)

2. What ____________________ them? (the man / to show)

3. ____________________ the right pen? (I / to hold)

4. Why ____________________ warmer? (the weather / to get)

5. Where ____________________ during the cruise? (the boat / to stop)

6. ____________________ the correct ingredients? (you / to use)

7. When ____________________? (the bell / to ring)

8. ____________________ more sandwiches? (they / to bring)

9. ____________________ at the back of the class? (he / to sit)

10. Why ____________________ the teacher? (the children / to follow)

2.4 Answers
​2.5 Mixed Past Continuous

Complete the following dialogue with the appropriate past continuous affirmative, negative or question form, using the information in brackets.

The Ice Cream Van

Simon: Do you know what I just saw? An ice cream van (1) _______________ (to drive) down our road. 

Carl: Really? (2) _______________ (they / to sell) ice cream? It’s November! 

Simon: Well, (3) _______________ (it / to play) music, so I think they wanted customers. 

Carl: (4) _______________ (the van / to go) to the beach? 

Simon: It couldn’t have been; (5) _______________ (the driver / to head / not) in the right direction. 

Carl: Then where (6) _______________ (he / to plan) to park? 

Simon: Hmm. (7) _______________ (something / happen / not) in the town centre earlier today? 

Carl: Of course! (8) _______________ (they / open) a new sports shop this morning! 

Simon: Oh! I (9) _______________ (to think) about going to that, but I decided not to. 

Carl: But (10) _______________ (you / to expect / not) ice cream! Let’s go! 

2.5 Answers
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​3.1 Past Perfect Statements

Form complete sentences in the past perfect (affirmative or negative), without contractions, using the information provided.

For example: 

• Q: it / to be / twenty long years since he was there

• A: It had been twenty long years since he was there.

1. they / to start / the party early

2. it / to snow / overnight 

3. the delivery truck / to park / outside

4. I / to hear / not / about the Incas before

5. you / to warn / me not to go there, but I did

6. she / to arrive / too late for the exam

7. Simone realised / she / to listen / not / to this tune yet

8. before finding the lecture hall, we / to go / to Room 2b

9. we / to agree / not / on a price for the painting by noon

10. he / to read / the book thirteen times

11. the picnic was ruined; the rats / to eat / everything

12. the shop / to close down / for good

13. I / to ask / not / for a map, because I knew the way

14. she / to forgot / where the cups were kept

15. Ryan went to see a film, but they / to sell / all the tickets

3.1 Answers
​3.2 Past Perfect Questions 1

Convert the following past perfect statements into past perfect yes or no questions (they do not require question words). Use the information in brackets when necessary. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: Maria had studied all night to pass the test.

• A: Had Maria studied all night to pass the test?

1. They had been to California before.

2. I had already asked you about your toe.

3. He hadn’t worn his coat to the park.

4. The horse had eaten already.

5. Someone had broken the window.

6. The mice had infested the house.

7. I had never been able to juggle.

8. Roger had repaired the bicycle.

9. Jonas had taken the wrong bag. 

10. The cleaners hadn’t emptied the bins.

3.2 Answers
​3.3 Past Perfect Questions 2

Convert the following past perfect statements into past perfect questions, using the question words provided. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: They had driven to the coast for the weekend. (where)

• A: Where had they driven to for the weekend?

1. Lisa had added something to the soup. (what)

2. The cows had escaped from the field. (how)

3. We had discussed many topics in the previous two lessons. (what)

4. I had put my glasses on the table. (where)

5. The clock had stopped at 1 p.m. (when)

6. She had changed her clothes during the break. (when)

7. The President had appointed a new secretary. (who)

8. Harry had heard something behind the shed. (what)

9. All the eggs had gone. (where)

10. We had stayed in an excellent hotel last time. (where)

3.3 Answers
​3.4 Past Perfect Negative Questions

Complete the following sentences in past perfect negative question form, without contractions, using the subjects and verbs in brackets. 

For example:

• Q: Why ____________________ your homework? (you / to finish)

• A: Why had you not finished your homework?

1. ____________________ her about the invitation? (he / to tell)

2. ____________________ in Boston? (where / Charlene / to be)

3. ____________________ together? (the team / to work)

4. ____________________ the cooker before going out? (I / to turn off)

5. ____________________ the radiator to the right temperature? (the plumber / to set)

6. ____________________ in his report? (what / the night manager / to include)

7. ____________________ at 7 a.m.? (why / the alarm / to go off)

8. ____________________ to the soup? (what / the chef / to add)

9. ____________________ the situation clearly? (I / to explain)

10. ____________________ the car’s engine before travelling? (why / they / to check)

3.4 Answers
​3.5 Mixed Past Perfect

Complete the following text with the appropriate past perfect affirmative, negative or question form, using the information in brackets.

A Fresh Cake

Stephen was looking forward to a freshly baked cake. (1) _______________ (he / to leave) it baking for 45 minutes now. This was the final step in a process (2) _______________ (Stephen / start) four hours earlier, after (3) _______________ (his wife / to suggest) that he try a new recipe (4) _______________ (she / to find). (5) _____________ (he / not / to plan) to spend the day baking, but (6) _______________ (they / to buy) all the ingredients already, and (7) _______________ (they / not / to make) homemade cake for a long time, so he agreed to give it a go.

Once he started, he realised it was actually good fun. (8) _______________ (he / to measure) everything carefully before combining the ingredients, and then made a terrible mess mixing the batter. It was too sticky. His wife asked: (9) _______________ (why / he / not / to use) more flour? (10) _______________ (he / read) the recipe correctly?

Eventually, (11) _______________ (Stephen / to wrestle) the mixture under control, and he cleaned the whole kitchen while they waited for it to rise. (12) _______________ (it / to turn out) to be quite simple really. When he put the mix in the oven, he asked himself, (13) _______________ (why / he / not / to try) this sooner?

After half an hour, (14) _______________ (the kitchen / to start) to smell amazing.

Finally, 45 minutes were almost over, and Stephen’s mouth was watering. He opened the oven to find (15) _______________ (the cake / to rise) beautifully, and (16) _______________ (it / to develop) a firm, golden top. They would definitely enjoy this, and Stephen admitted, (17) _______________ (his wife / to be) right. It was a good idea.

3.5 Answers
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​4. Past Perfect Continuous 
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​4.1 Past Perfect Continuous Statements

Form complete sentences in the past perfect continuous (affirmative or negative), without contractions, using the information provided.

For example: 

• Q: the circus / to come / to town for twenty years

• A: The circus had been coming to town for twenty years.

1. they / to travel / all night

2. I / to listen / not / during the lecture

3. she / dance / with Raul

4. the bird / to sing / for hours

5. it / to snow / not / before they left the hotel

6. the traffic lights / to work / not / that morning

7. Sidney / to learn / to play the bassoon

8. strange symbols / to appear / all over town

9. the price of cauliflower / to rise / throughout January

10. Tina / to wait / for the right man

11. we / to go / to the same holiday villa for years

12. wild dogs / to steal / from the pantry

13. the children / to practise / not / their handwriting

14. they / to camp / not / in Wales before

15. I / to hope / for a good result

4.1 Answers
​4.2 Past Perfect Continuous Questions 1

Convert the following past statements into past perfect continuous yes or no questions (they do not require question words). Use the information in brackets when necessary. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: It had been raining during the night.

• A: Had it been raining during the night?

1. We had been watching Channel 4.

2. The garden seemed dry. (Jim / to water)

3. There was cat hair in the bedroom. (the cat / to sleep)

4. They had been training together for a long time.

5. The carpenter had new chairs in the window. (to make)

6. I had been snoring in my sleep.

7. She knew what they said in their phone call. (to listen)

8. The door had been closing on its own.

9. She had received help with her studies. (Winston / to help)

10. The bracelet had been sitting on the table all along.

4.2 Answers
​4.3 Past Perfect Continuous Questions 2

Convert the following past statements into past perfect continuous questions, using the question words provided. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: They had been searching for cheap train tickets for hours. (how long)

• A: How long had they been searching for cheap train tickets (for)?

1. She had been hiding the cake. (where)

2. We had been listening to classical music in the car. (what)

3. The dog had been barking at squirrels. (what)

4. Clive had been planning to go on holiday that April. (when)

5. The man had been playing the trumpet all morning. (how long)

6. Mum had been preparing burritos for dinner. (what)

7. I had been sitting on a wet patch of grass. (where)

8. I had been working at the weekend because I wouldn’t say “no”. (why)

9. They had been thinking about banning whistles. (what)

10. Fiona had been cooking bagels in the oven before she bought the toaster. (how)

4.3 Answers
​4.4 Past Perfect Continuous Negative Questions

Complete the following sentences in past perfect continuous negative question form, without contractions, using the subjects and verbs in brackets.

For example:

• Q: What ____________________ at school? (they / to learn)

• A: What had they not been learning at school?

1. ____________________ in the right space? (we / to park)

2. Where ____________________ a mess? (the boys / to make)

3. ____________________ to the teacher? (she / to listen)

4. Why ____________________? (the water / to boil)

5. ____________________ fast enough? (I / to walk)

6. ____________________ all day? (it / to rain)

7. Why ____________________ the books I gave her? (Lily / to read)

8. When ____________________ the truth? (the politician / to tell)

9. ____________________ in the morning? (they / to run)

10. Why ____________________ the roses? (the gardener / to trim)

4.4 Answers
​4.5 Mixed Past Perfect Continuous

Complete the following text with the appropriate past perfect continuous affirmative, negative or question form, without contractions, using the information in brackets.

A Ruined Allotment

(1) _______________ (it / to rain) all night, we could tell. The allotment was flooded. (2) _______________ (I / to warn / not) everyone about this for months? If they had listened, we could have built a shelter. But (3) _______________ (they / to do) other things, like swimming in the lake. Besides, Barry kept arguing, (4) _______________ (the potatoes / to grow / not) anyway. Why bother?

(5) _______________ (the weather / to get) more unpredictable, that was the main problem. Some months we had no rain at all. As much as two months ago, (6) _______________ (people / to say) we might have a completely dry season. But I remembered the storms, three years ago, when I lost everything. (7) _______________ (I / not / to listen) when the forecasts offered warnings that time. (8) _______________ (why / I / not / to pay) more attention during that period? Back when it would have helped ... The same reason no one listened to me this time. (9) _______________ (things / to go) so well!

4.5 Answers
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​5. Present Simple
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​5.1 Present Simple Statements

Form complete sentences in the present simple (affirmative or negative), without contractions, using the information provided.

For example: 

• Q: I / to eat / not / eggs every day

• A: I do not eat eggs every day.

1. Billy / to like / cats

2. trains in Japan / always / to run / on time

3. Tina / to drink / not / banana milkshakes

4. the shopping centre / to open / every day at 6 a.m.

5. all cookies / to taste / amazing

6. I / to find / biology / interesting

7. Fred and Shirley / to eat / not / after midnight

8. unhappy employees / to be / not / good for business

9. the last house on my street / to look / haunted

10. my car / to have / climate control / but / it / to work / not

11. flocks of birds / to fly / in interesting formations

12. peanut butter and cheese / to go / not / well together

13. reading books definitely / to make / you smarter

14. we / to travel / not / to the lakes more than twice a year

15. Grandma’s stuffed animal collection / to scare / everyone who / to come / to visit

5.1 Answers

5.2 Present Simple Questions 1

Convert the following present simple statements into present simple yes or no questions (they do not require question words). First person statements should become second person questions. Remember that present simple questions require the auxiliary to do or to be.

For example:

• Q: I own a red bicycle.

• A: Do you own a red bicycle?

1. I am hungry.

2. Lily listens to heavy metal music.

3. All parrots have colourful feathers.

4. The carnival is safe for children.

5. Uncle Jeff knows the way to the beach.

6. You speak a foreign language.

7. I want another cup of tea.

8. You are sure this milk is non-dairy.

9. Howard always talks during class.

10. Your parents live near your house.

11. Exercise is important to you.

12. The campers sleep in tents.

13. My cat seems fat because he is so fluffy.

14. Good grades matter if I want to be an artist.

15. The path under the bridge is safe at night.

16. Abigail works in the library.

17. I need to keep taking these pills.

18. This cauliflower smells strange.

19. Glass bottles are good for storing hot liquids.

20. That man is a friend of yours.

5.2 Answers
​5.3 Present Simple Questions 2

Convert the following present simple statements into present simple questions, using the question words provided. First person statements should become second person questions. Remember that present simple questions require the auxiliary to do or to be.

For example:

• Q: She lives in Spain now. (where)

• A: Where does she live now?

1. There is something in your backpack. (what)

2. The sun rises at 6 a.m. (when)

3. You boil perfect eggs. (how)

4. Brianne buys her hats in the market. (where)

5. The boys play in the park every Tuesday. (where)

6. We always visit the same café. (why)

7. Michael always knows the answers to these questions. (how)

8. You want to go to the cinema. (when)

9. Your father works near here. (where)

10. The running club meets on Saturday mornings. (when)

11. Those teachers wear such smart clothes. (why)

12. I have to do something to open this tin of beans. (what)

13. The gardeners cut the grass twice a week. (how often)

14. The cutlery goes in the middle drawer. (which)

15. The children get home from school at 4 p.m. (when)

5.3 Answers
​5.4 Present Simple Negative Questions

Complete the following sentences in present simple negative question form, without contractions, using the subjects and verbs in brackets. Remember that present simple questions require the auxiliary to do or to be.

For example:

• Q: What food _______________? (you / to eat)

• A: What food do you not eat?

1. _______________ milk? (that chocolate / to contain)

2. _______________ the owner of this car? (he)

3. Which _______________ a swimming pool? (hotel / to have)

4. _______________ expected before 7 p.m.? (the guests)

5. _______________ a good time to visit? (when)

6. Why _______________ more tennis? (Ben / to play)

7. _______________ the colour of their bedroom? (they / to like)

8. Why _______________ the boss already? (she)

9. _______________ right in this picture? (what / to look)

10. _______________ if we go to the beach this weekend? (it / to matter)

5.4 Answers
​5.5 Mixed Present Simple

Complete the following text with the appropriate present simple affirmative, negative or question form, using the information in brackets.

Bonfire Night in Lewes

Every year on November 5th, (1) _______________ (Lewes / to host) one of the largest bonfire nights in the UK. (2) _______________ (some people / to call) Lewes the “Bonfire Capital of the World”. (3) _______________ (what / to be) so special about these evenings?

(4) _______________ (the festivities / to mark) Guy Fawkes Night by bringing together bonfire societies from across Sussex. (5) _______________ (seven local societies / run) six separate parades and firework displays, but (6) _______________ (they / to be / not) alone. (7) _______________ (the town / to draw in) as many as 30 other societies from across Sussex. (8) _______________ (the evening / to be / not) a small event: up to 5,000 people take part in the celebrations, and (9) _______________ (the town / to welcome) tens of thousands of spectators; as many as 80,000 one year!

On these evenings, (10) _______________ (the trains / take) a long time to queue for, and the locals might complain: (11) _______________ (why / these people / to go / not) somewhere else?! With a population of only 17,500, (12) _______________ (the market town / to have / not) the facilities for such a big crowd.

(13) _______________ (why / so many people / to travel) so far for these parades?

(14) _______________ (the history / to go) back a long way. In the past, the celebrations were more like riots, which gradually became the processions (15) _______________ (we / to see) today. Even now, (16) _______________ (the evenings / to stir) controversy: many people ask that (17)  _______________ (the societies / to burn / not) effigies that cause offence. Between the many memorable evenings, the rich history and the media attention, (18) _______________ (it / to be / not / inevitable) that so many people should visit?

5.5 Answers
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​6. Present Continuous
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6.1 Present Continuous Statements

Form complete sentences in the present continuous (affirmative or negative), without contractions, using the information provided.

For example: 

• Q: Freddie / to play / in the garden

• A: Freddie is playing in the garden.

1. my mother / to watch / the television

2. the cat / to sleep / on the sofa

3. it / to rain / not / anymore

4. the phone / to ring

5. you / to learn / very fast

6. we / to work / not / together today

7. the tap / to drip / again

8. I / to write / not / about the Egyptians

9. the nuns / to dance / to disco music

10. she / to sing / far too loudly

11. the plants / to grow / very fast

12. Oliver / to sleep / not / in his own bed

13. raccoons / to steal / from our bins

14. that man / to stare / at you

15. you / to sit / not / in the right seat

6.1 Answers
​6.2 Present Continuous Questions 1

Convert the following statements into present continuous yes or no questions (they do not require question words). First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: Tim plays the flute.

• A: Is Tim playing the flute?

1. You are writing an essay.

2. The council are building a new swimming pool.

3. He is avoiding his boss.

4. We are heading north.

5. That girl is carrying too many books.

6. Your son behaves well at school.

7. I feel like I am catching a cold.

8. Chelsea are winning the match.

9. Melissa eats healthy food.

10. There could be buns baking in the oven.

11. Her pregnancy shows.

12. The walls in our building are getting dirty.

13. Our creative team generates a lot of ideas.

14. Henry is sharing his cake with everyone.

15. I could be looking at this picture the wrong way around.

6.2 Answers
​6.3 Present Continuous Questions 2

Convert the following present continuous statements into present continuous questions, using the question words provided. First person statements should become second person questions.

For example:

• Q: Julie is applying to a college. (which)

• A: Which college is Julie applying to?

1. I am trying to do something. (what)

2. He is drilling into that wall. (why)

3. Nancy is thinking about something. (what)

4. We are walking to the casino. (where)

5. They are investing their savings. (how)

6. The business is expanding slowly. (why)

7. Hank is storing his old photos in a strange box. (where)

8. Something is drawing lots of birds to the garden. (what)

9. The wind is blowing from the north. (which direction)

10. The councillors are insisting on raising taxes. (why)

11. The kitchen staff are preparing food for many guests. (how many)

12. Lula is parking the car in the street. (where)

13. The nurse is giving you medicine. (what)

14. Something is making that awful sound. (what)

15. Thirteen visitors are waiting in the hall. (how many)

6.3 Answers
​6.4 Present Continuous Negative Questions

Complete the following sentences in present continuous negative question form, without contractions, using the subjects and verbs in brackets.

For example: 

• Q: Which dish _______________ for dinner? (we / to prepare)

• A: Which dish are we not preparing for dinner?

1. _______________ his dog? (Charles / to bring)

2. _______________ enough homework? (the teachers / to set)

3. Which ingredient _______________? (I / to taste)

4. Where _______________ the children? (she / to take)

5. Why _______________ their juice? (my children / to drink)

6. _______________ wet in the rain? (the bikes / to get)

7. Which places _______________ on your honeymoon? (you / to visit)

8. Why _______________ in this room? (the towels / to dry)

9. _______________ her boyfriend? (she / to miss)

10. _______________ the poetry competition? (Joe and Kyle / to enter)

6.4 Answers
6.5 Mixed Present Continuous

Complete the following text with the appropriate present continuous affirmative, negative or question form, using the information in brackets.

Proud Mr Duff

(1) _______________ (Mr Duff / to build) a new shed in his garden. (2) _______________ (he / to borrow) tools from his neighbour, Mr Benton, but (3) _______________ (they / to work / not) well because Mr Duff has not fully charged them. (4) _______________ (the shed / to fall) behind schedule. Mr Duff’s wife has asked, “(5) _______________ (things / to go / not) to plan?”

Mr Duff is a proud man. Though the problem persists, (6) _______________ (he / to admit / not) it, so over time (7) _______________ (his wife / to ask) more questions about the delayed shed. (8) _______________ (winter / to come), and while Mr Duff works on the shed (9) _______________ (the family / to store) their outdoor things under the porch.

“(10) _______________ (you / to do) something wrong,” Mrs Duff insists.

“(11) _______________ (what / you / to talk) about?” Mr Duff replies, stubbornly.

(12) _______________ (the situation / to worry) Mrs Duff. (13) _______________ (her husband / to get) upset and (14) _______________ (he / to spend) too much time out there. (15) _______________ (how / she / to go) to help? She decides to ask Mr Benton.

Mr Benton suggests that (16) _______________ (Mr Duff / to take / not) proper care of the tools. Benton listens, and realises (17) _______________ (the tools / to make) the wrong noises. (18) _______________ (why / the man / to charge / not) them properly?! Knowing Mr Duff is proud, Mr Benton suggests Mrs Duff charge the tools at night, when (19) _______________ (her husband / to watch / not). She does, and soon the construction speeds up. (20) _______________ (everything / to come) together – just in time.

6.5 Answers
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