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The year 2018 marks the 40th anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up. This new revolution, initiated at the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) at the end of 1978, signaled that the Chinese nation had achieved the tremendous transformation from standing up (the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949) and growing prosperous to becoming strong. Theoretically, all these are the achievements of continuously adapting Marxism to China’s conditions by the CPC. To understand how we have achieved such historic accomplishments since the reform and opening-up, it is necessary to further comprehend the origin and future trajectory of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. Therefore, it is imperative to review and study the intellectual history of this process.
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​​​(I) Definition of Several Categories
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“Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” has become a core category in the ideological and political theory of China. The ideology of China, particularly the guiding ideology of the CPC, ranging from Mao Zedong Thought to Deng Xiaoping Theory, the important thought of the Three Represents (CPC must always represent the development trend of China’s advanced productive forces, the orientation of China’s advanced culture and the fundamental interests of the overwhelming majority of the Chinese people), the Scientific Outlook on Development and Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era (which was set as the guidance of the Party on the 19th National Congress of the CPC), are all considered “achievements of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”. Concurrently, scholars have explored the history and process of such adaptation across various disciplines, including philosophy, political economy, scientific socialism, and the history of the CPC. In this book, we will review the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions.

First of all, it is necessary to define the categories “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, “history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, and “intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”.

The concept of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” was proposed by the CPC during its struggle against subjectivism (particularly dogmatism), which emphasizes the basic principle of enriching and developing Marxism through the historic leap of integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities. Firstly, “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” is an ideological and theoretical principle, and the related term “Chinese Marxism” refers to the ideological and theoretical achievements resulting from this principle. Secondly, the core content or fundamental requirement of this principle is to uphold the integration of the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities. Such “integration” is not about trivial, specific issues, nor is it a combination in the general sense. Rather, it represents an integration of historic leap, realized during a major developmental stage of the mass practice under the leadership of the CPC. The emphasis on “historic leap” stems from the fact that, in the process of human cognition, knowledge and theory are continuously enriched and developed as practice evolves. While new practices and understandings may accumulate quantitatively over time, a qualitative leap — a “historic leap” — will occur after a significant practical stage including the verification of understanding and theory through practice. Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions refers precisely to this principle of enriching and developing Marxism through the historic leap of integrating theory with practice. Lastly, it is crucial to note that adapting Marxism to China’s conditions was proposed by the CPC during its struggle against subjectivism (particularly dogmatism). The reason behind is that in relevant studies over the past few years, some scholars have attempted to trace the proposal of this principle back to the period around the founding of the CPC, to the thoughts of Li Dazhao and Chen Duxiu on the application of Marxism in China. It is correct to study the insights of Li Dazhao, Chen Duxiu and others on this issue, as the proposal of the principle of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is a historic process and the result of collective exploration by Chinese Communists. However, the application of Marxism in studying the issues of China during the development (especially early stages) of Chinese revolution is different from the targeted emphasis on adapting Marxism to China’s conditions by the CPC in its struggle against subjectivism.

As the name suggests, the history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions encompasses the entire process by which the CPC integrates the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities. This includes a review and summary of the various stages of practical and theoretical exploration. This process is not only one of theoretical development but, more importantly, a process of practical exploration and systematization of practice and theory. It is important to note that adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is manifested in three forms: practice, theory and system. The reason behind is that Marxism is not merely an academic theory developed in isolation, but a comprehensive worldview and methodology of the working class that integrates doctrine, movement and system. Traditionally, research on Marxism has focused on the ideological and theoretical contributions of Marx and Engels and their impact on humanity. This focus is undoubtedly correct because Marxism is fundamentally a scientific and advanced ideological and theoretical achievement. However, such research alone is insufficient. Practical experience tells us that Marxism was established to address the issues of “where from and where to” of the working-class movement. In a letter to Arnold Ruge in September 1843, Marx addressed the ideological confusion within the working-class movement: “In fact, the internal obstacles seem almost greater than external difficulties. For even though the question ‘where from?’ presents no problems, the question ‘where to?’ is a rich source of confusion. Not only has universal anarchy broken out among the reformers, but also every individual must admit to himself that he has no precise idea about what ought to happen.”​[1]

Marx’s message is clear: without the guidance of scientific theory, the working-class movement would fall into confusion both in idea and in practice regarding the questions of “where from and where to”. In a letter to Marx in early October 1844, Engels also addressed this issue: “I spent three days in Cologne and marvelled at the tremendous propaganda we had put out there. Our people are very active, but the lack of adequate backing is greatly felt. Failing a few publications in which the principles are logically and historically developed out of past ways of thinking and past history, and as their necessary continuation, the whole thing will remain rather hazy and most people will be groping in the dark”. Engels was referring to the fact that the workers in capitalist countries in Europe were engaged in spontaneous struggles against the bourgeoisie without the guidance of a scientific theory, leading most to grope blindly. He profoundly pointed out in his letter: “If the proletarians here develop according to the same laws as in England, they will soon realise that this way of protesting as individuals and with violence against the social order is useless, and they will protest, through communism, in their general capacity as human beings. If only one could show these fellows the way!” He urged Marx at the end of the letter: “See to it that the material you’ve collected is soon launched into the world. It’s high time, heaven knows! I too shall settle down to work and make a start this very day.”​[2] These letters reveal several key insights. Firstly, Marx and Engels developed their revolutionary theory to guide the revolutionary practice of the proletariat, particularly to address the fundamental issue of “where from and where to” of the working-class movement, and to “show the way” to the struggling proletariat. Secondly, there were blind practice and scientific practice within the working-class movement. Scientific practice aims to establish a new social system and advance along the correct path. Finally, “showing the way” and resolving the critical issue of “where from and where to” of the working-class movement are of utmost importance to the success of practice. In other words, scientific theory originates from practice and critique of the old world. The correct path is forged and developed in practice, and is guided by scientific theory formed through practice. Thus, the achievements of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions should also be manifested in three forms: theory, practice and system. For instance, the launch of the New Democratic Revolution by Mao Zedong was guided by Marxism. Mao Zedong first explored the path of China’s revolution in practice, then developed the theory of New Democratic Revolution through continuous theoretical summary, and established the system of New Democracy according to the programs of New Democracy. Therefore, Mao Zedong’s Theory on New Democracy encompasses three forms: the path of New Democratic Revolution, the theory of New Democratic Revolution, and the system of New Democracy. Similarly, Socialism with Chinese Characteristics also comprises three forms: path, theory and system.

The intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions reflects the cognitive process of the CPC in integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities. This includes how the concept of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” was proposed and developed, as well as how the CPC creatively formulated the ideologies and theories of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions in practice. Since cognition originates from practice, the study on the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions cannot only focus on the formation and development of theory while ignoring the practical exploration. However, the central theme should be the integration of the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities, including the formation, proposal and development of basic concepts and categories. It is essential to highlight that an important task in researching the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is to reveal the development of a series of fundamental concepts and categories formed and proposed in integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities, as well as their intrinsic and logical relationships. This ensures that the history is not merely a collection of concepts and categories but a coherent narrative. To achieve this, it is necessary to delve deeply into the practical logic of revolution, construction and reforms in China, including the struggle between actions of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and those misinterpreting or opposing it. Additionally, it requires an in-depth study of the ideological struggles, especially between scientific and anti-scientific thoughts within the process of such adaptation.

It can be regarded as an extremely challenging task, as people usually deepen and even change their minds over the course of research. Different researchers may have varying perspectives on these issues, and it requires prolonged debate to gradually reach a consensus. In my own research, I have summarized the historical process through which Mao Zedong formed and proposed “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” into three stages: First, Mao Zedong proposed taking on the mission of “transforming China and the world” in his youth by studying and accepting Marxism, this marked the historic starting point for formation and proposal of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”. Second, Mao Zedong proposed “Oppose Book Worship” and emphasized the principle that Marxist “books” must be integrated with China’s practice during the Agrarian Revolutionary War,​[3] this was a crucial step in the proposal of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”. Third, at the onset of the War of Resistance Against Japan, Mao Zedong proposed the scientific proposition of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” at the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth Central Committee of the CPC in 1938 through summarizing the historic experiences of the Chinese revolution and studying philosophical ideas, this also marked the historic starting point for the CPC to adopt “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” as the fundamental task of its theoretical work. The Seventh National Congress of the CPC in 1945, which established Mao Zedong Thought as the guiding ideology of the CPC, was a scientific achievement of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. Simultaneously, I have also studied the events where the CPC Central Committee ceased to emphasize “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” on the eve of the victory of the Chinese revolution, as well as the ideological debates between China and the Soviet Union in the 1960s where “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” became a major issue criticized by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union along with Mao Zedong’s internal responses. I believe this period also constitutes an important stage in the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. More importantly, I noted that after Jiang Zemin reintroduced the concept of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” in his speech celebrating the 80th anniversary of the founding of the CPC, this category became a central theme in the theoretical innovation and theoretical armament of the CPC. From the perspective of intellectual history, we can regard the formation and proposal of Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Three Represents and the Scientific Outlook on Development as the three latest achievements of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and three new developmental stages since the reform and opening-up. While the CPC Central Committee collectively refers to the three theories as “the system of socialist theories with Chinese characteristics”, we also refer to “Mao Zedong Thought” and “the system of socialist theories with Chinese characteristics” as the two major achievements of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. That was my understanding on this issue up until the 18th National Congress of the CPC.

Since the 18th National Congress of the CPC, our understanding has further deepened. While studying and researching a series of important speeches by General Secretary Xi Jinping and the new concepts, thoughts and strategies of the CPC Central Committee for governance, especially during the study of Xi Jinping’s speech at the celebration of the 95th anniversary of the founding of the CPC, I have gained new insights and understanding regarding the intellectual history and development stages of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. When the 19th National Congress of the CPC summarized the CPC’s innovative theories since the 18th National Congress as “Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era” and established it with Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Three Represents and the Scientific Outlook on Development as the guiding ideologies of CPC, I once again deepened my understanding of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and its intellectual history.

Thus, my research aims to re-examine the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions on the basis of previous researches and in the light of the new understandings formed since the 18th and 19th National Congresses of the CPC.
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To study the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, one must understand the subject of the process as well as its basic principles and theoretical requirements.

Regarding the subject of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, Mao Zedong made it very clear when he proposed this idea. He stated, “for the Chinese Communists who are part of the great Chinese nation, flesh of its flesh and blood of its blood”. First and foremost, the subject consists of “communists” who take Marxism as their guide to action. At the same time, the subject consists of “Chinese” communists. In Mao’s words, they are “Chinese Communists who are part of the great Chinese nation, flesh of its flesh and blood of its blood”. Mao added the lengthy qualifier for “Communists” to explain why we must insist on adapting Marxism to China’s conditions.

The basic principles and theoretical requirements of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” integrate the discussions from Mao Zedong to the present-day CPC, and it can be summarized that this process is guided by one basic principle and three theoretical requirements:

One basic principle is “integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities”. As Mao Zedong put it, it is “integrating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution”, which means not to imitate Marxism in an abstract or dogmatic manner. After Mao explicitly proposed this issue in The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War (October 1938), he further systematically discussed the CPC’s understanding of this issue and its impact on the maturity of the CPC in Introducing the Communist (October 1939). It is noteworthy that in The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War, Mao emphasized that the CPC must strive to study theory, history and current reality to realize “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”. In the famous rectification document Reform Our Study (May 1941), Mao elaborated on the principle of “seeking truth from facts”, stating that integrating theory with practice requires integrating theory with both historic and current realities. In other words, the “actual conditions” to be integrated with theory include both “historical experience” and “current circumstances”. Undoubtedly, the study of “current circumstances” is the most important aspect. Without researching and addressing current issues, there can be no talk of integrating theory with practice, no possibility of seeking truth from facts, and no adaptation of Marxism to China’s conditions. At the same time, “historical experience” is also crucial. When applying Marxism to study current issues, Mao particularly emphasized the importance of connecting with broader and deeper historical experience to understand the laws governing the reality. The “historical experience” here primarily refers to understanding the origins and experiences of the research object, i.e., the background and experience of the “current circumstances”. This allows for a complete understanding and grasp of the “actual conditions” under study. Of course, in a broader sense, “historical experience” should include both Chinese and foreign as well as both modern and ancient historical experience. This way, by applying the fundamental principles of Marxism to the study of historical experience from ancient to modern times both in China and abroad, one can better understand and address current issues. The process of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is a rigorous theoretical research and a complex process of integrating theory with the objective reality including “historical experience” and “current circumstances”.

The three theoretical requirements are as follows:

	Application of Marxism to the study and resolution of issues in China, this includes using Marxism to study and summarize China’s historical experience, and further study and summarize laws of the movement of contradictions in contemporary Chinese society.

	Summarization of the abundant experience formed in China’s revolution, construction and reform practices, this involves generating theories through deep comparison with foreign experience and enriching the Marxist theoretical system with these insights. As Mao Zedong stated in 1941, “to Marxistize the rich realities of the revolution in China”​[4].

	Chinese expression of Marxism, this includes using national languages and forms that are popular and well-received by the Chinese people to express Marxism. Efforts should also be made to adapt Marxism to China’s conditions not only in content but also in form.


By unifying the three theoretical requirements with the basic principle, we can realize that:

	The process of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is a bidirectional interaction between the basic tenets of Marxism and China’s practice. This process is both one in which theory guides practice and one in which theory is generated from practical experience. Essentially, it is a process where Marxism addresses and solves the problems posed by practices in China when facing China’s realities, and a process of adhering to and developing Marxist theory through practice. That is to say, Marxist theory must respond to China’s realities and guide China’s practice; it must remain rooted in practice rather than detached from it, so as to answer and solve the problems arising from practice; it must also have the courage and ability to make theory be summarized and innovated in practice.

	The process of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is a bidirectional interaction between the summary of historical experience and the study of present contradictions under the guidance of Marxism. It is impossible to seek truth from facts without studying present contradictions, and it is equally impossible without studying historical experience. Only by combining the study of present contradictions with the examination of their origins and historical experience from ancient to modern times both in China and abroad can we understand and reveal laws of the movement of contradictions within things, promote theoretical innovation in Marxism, and adapt Marxism to China’s conditions.


In other words, adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is the application of the principle of seeking truth from facts to the question of “how to approach Marxism”. Marxism requires us to understand and transform the world according to the principle of seeking truth from facts. It also requires us to apply this principle to Marxism itself, so as to avoid and oppose dogmatism or empiricism in our approach to Marxism.

Mao Zedong provided a classic explanation of “seeking truth from facts”. He said, “‘Facts’ are all the things that exist objectively, ‘truth’ means their internal relations, that is, the laws governing them, and ‘to seek’ means to study. We should proceed from the actual conditions inside and outside the country, the province, county or district, and derive from them, as our guide to action, laws which are inherent in them and not imaginary, that is, we should find the internal relations of the events occurring around us.”​[5] Based on this idea, “seeking truth from facts” includes three basic elements: “facts” (starting from actual conditions), “seeking truth” (studying the internal laws of things), and “guide to action” (guidance to and application in practice). Therefore, the process of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is both a historic and a logical one and is composed of these three basic elements. Since the “facts” faced by the Chinese Communists at each historical stage were different, we shall accurately summarize and analyze the history of “facts”, the history of “seeking truth” and the history of “guide to action” according to the historical conditions of each developmental stage in our study of the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions.
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Since Mao Zedong put forward the task of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, there were always doubts and oppositions inside and outside the Party, and some even used the name of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions to deny its reality. In order to sort out the formation and development of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, it is necessary to clarify various misconceptions on it and deepen the understanding of its basic concepts.

1. “Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” and nationalism.

We already know that when initiating the concept of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, Mao Zedong specifically pointed out that the Chinese Communists are “part of the great Chinese nation, flesh of its flesh and blood of its blood”. At the same time, it must be clearly pointed out that the Chinese Communists are by no means nationalists in a narrow sense, but communists combining patriotism and internationalism; and that adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is by no means a narrow nationalist theory, but the integration of Marxism with China’s realities.

First, it should be noted that nationalism is a polysemous term. At times, people equate nationalism with patriotism; at other times, they regard it as an ideology that centers on national interests, seeks to safeguard them exclusively, disregards international obligations, and may even infringe upon the interests of other nations. The latter is often referred to as “narrow nationalism”. Given this complexity, the CPC rarely uses the term “nationalism” in a positive sense so as to avoid misunderstanding. However, when the Information Bureau of the Communist and Workers’ Parties (Cominform) criticized Yugoslavia for “nationalism”, it referred to a different case: Yugoslav communists were often at odds with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) within the international communist movement. This clearly shows that they failed to distinguish correctly between different forms of nationalism. Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions proposed by the CPC emphasizes that the CPC should deal with major issues independently according to China’s realities, and realize the independence, liberation and development of the Chinese nation. When Mao Zedong led the revolution, he often emphasized the importance to unify our patriotism with proletarian internationalism. When we emphasized internationalism, the CPSU had no dissent; but when we emphasized patriotism, they always misinterpreted as that kind of narrow nationalism. We cannot abandon the banner of patriotism just because people suspect us, nor can we condone that kind of narrow nationalism just because we emphasize patriotism. This is what we must pay attention to and keep in mind when we adhere to the idea of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions.

At the same time, we must realize that patriotism is also a historical category. Mao Zedong proposed in The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War that: “The specific content of patriotism is determined by historical conditions. There is the ‘patriotism’ of the Japanese aggressors and of Hitler, and there is our patriotism.”​[6] The patriotism we advocate refers to different cores in different conditions. When the nation was in peril, national salvation was the theme of patriotism; today, the theme of patriotism is to realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation in the development of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Therefore, when we talk about adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, it is closely related to the historical task shouldered by the Chinese nation.

2. Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and sinicization of Marxism.

After Mao Zedong put forward the idea of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, another kind of “sinicization of Marxism” appeared. This is what was proposed by Ye Qing (formerly known as Ren Zhuoxuan), a traitor to the CPC, a Chinese Trotskyist and an “anti-communist theorist” of the Kuomintang. Mao Zedong criticized Ye Qing in June 1939 in his article Outline on Opposing Capitulation and pointed out that: “On the issue of ideological struggle, in the past two years, especially in the past half a year, people who wrote articles on behalf of the Kuomintang, including the Trotskyist Ye Qing, have proposed many ‘divergent ideas’ that not only oppose communism but also oppose the true Three People’s Principles. These ideas can be regarded as the false Three People’s Principles or the halfway Three People’s Principles, and should be sternly refuted.”​[7] Ye Qing’s so-called “sinicization of Marxism” is to “change” Marxism in the name of “sinicization”. He said: “The nature of changing lies in reform and creation, while understanding, mastery, inheritance, promotion, application and utilization are not changing and of course have nothing to do with sinicization.” “It is necessary to change the form, just like creating a new thing, a thing specialized for China and is different from the original. That is the core of sinicization”.

Ai Siqi (also known as Li Shengxuan) refuted Ye Qing’s so-called “sinicization of Marxism” in his article On the Particularity of China published in the inaugural issue of the magazine Chinese Culture on February 15, 1940, and pointed out sharply that: “Ye Qing also talked about Marxism, and once praised himself as an ‘orthodox’ student of Karl. But now he has changed again, saying that Marxism should be sinicized, and that sinicization means changing its form with the essence of throwing away the original Marxism completely.” “After such a transformation, the original standpoint of bragging about Marxism has actually turned to wiping out Marxism!” In On the Particularity of China, Ai Siqi expounded the relationship between generality and particularity in the materialist dialectic of Marxism, and profoundly pointed out that: “It is precisely because we require the sinicization of Marxism that we must especially adhere to the basic principles and approaches of Marxism. It is precisely because we have to apply Marxism concretely to the particular conditions of China’s realities that we have to stand firm on Marxism in particular.” “The application of Marxism in China, or adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, is to firmly stick to the point of view of Marxism, to the basic principles and spirits of Marxism, and use the scientific methods of dialectical materialism and political economy established by Marx and Engels to concretely and objectively study the social and economic relations in China, and in the end to determine the specific tasks and strategies of the Chinese proletariat in the fight of Chinese national revolution.” “Sinicization is by no means to abandon the position of Marxism. On the contrary, the better sinicization means to do better in correctly and resolutely practicing the position of Marxism; the better creation means to do better in developing true Marxism.” He also pointed out that “the concept of creation in Marxism” is “to create new theories and undertakings without changing correct basic principles”, rather than “absolute ‘creation’, abstract ‘creation’ and utopian ‘creation’ that abandon all existing correct principles and scientific methods”.​[8] The debate on “sinicization of Marxism” tells us the difference between it and “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”. Changing Marxism in the name of “sinicization” is not the true “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, the latter is a scientific thought that adheres to Marxism and integrates Marxism with China’s realities.

3. “Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” and pluralism in Marxism.

This topic is related to a debate that occurred after Deng Xiaoping proposed the scientific proposition of building socialism with Chinese characteristics.

For a long time, we have believed that the Soviet model of socialism is the standard socialism. When the shortcomings of the Soviet model of socialism exposed gradually, people began to rethink about “what is socialism and how to build socialism”, and whether there is only one model of socialism, namely the Soviet Union model. Deng Xiaoping’s proposal of “follow our own path and build socialism with Chinese characteristics” is a major breakthrough in this topic in the development of socialism. In 1983, at the World Socialist Round Table held in Cavtat, Yugoslavia, the Chinese delegation made a report on “Building Socialism with Chinese Characteristics”, which attracted the attention of many experts and scholars while was also criticized by the Soviet Union as pluralism in socialism. However, after in-depth reflections, more and more people realize the importance of this topic. At the World Socialist Round Table held in 1985, some experts pointed out that: “Every country has the right to develop socialism in its own specific way”; and that “Marxism is not private property of anyone to be borrowed and rented at different rates, but neither can it be closed off to other concepts and ideas. If these premises are not realized, socialism will be harmed”; “Because of the existence of multiple nationalities and multiple cultures, there will surely be multiple kinds of socialism. In this sense, the course of world history is still moving forward, but it is clearly moving away from the model of singularity and monism”. In the process of supporting “socialism with Chinese characteristics” and criticizing the CPSU’s accusation of “pluralism in socialism”, the theoretical experts in these countries summarized the idea of “Chinese characteristics” raised by the Chinese delegation as “pluralistic socialism”, which failed to accurately reflect the position and views of the CPC. The diversity of socialist models was attributed to the pluralism in socialism, which might negate the basic principles of scientific socialism. The ultimate failure of the reforms in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union in the 1980s is a lesson to be learned.

It is well known that Deng Xiaoping’s proposition of “Socialism with Chinese Characteristics” represents an exceptionally significant achievement in the process of adapting Marxism to the Chinese context. Therefore, the debate over whether socialism can be “pluralized” is, in essence, a question of whether Marxism itself can be “pluralized”. Since the issue of the “source” or “unity” is highly complex and touches upon the ontology of Marxism, mishandling it could leave significant loopholes that might fundamentally undermine the basic tenets of Marxism. We must emphasize that while we promote the adaptation of Marxism to China’s conditions, we must never slide into “pluralizing” Marxism, thereby negating it. This is a point that requires attention.

4. Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and “heresy”.

When thinking about the scientific connotation of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, we should pay attention to the following question: how to correctly treat the so-called “heresy” during the process of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions. This question is raised because in the process of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, many innovative theoretical viewpoints have been regarded as “heresy”. Such a phenomenon is not uncommon in the intellectual history. Adapting Marxism to China’s conditions is a process of practical exploration and innovation, as well as theoretical exploration and innovation while emancipating the mind and seeking truth from facts. For the new experience and viewpoints formed in practice, there is also a process of re-cognition and objective testing on the basis of practice. Such a process of exploration and innovation, it is inevitable that there will be a series of differences, oppositions and even collisions between the old and new viewpoints, and it is inevitable that some new experiences and viewpoints may be regarded as “heresy” of orthodox theories. For example, Mao Zedong’s ideas of encircling the cities from the countryside, and his view that peasants are bound to become the main force of the Chinese revolution, Deng Xiaoping’s thoughts of taking economic development as the central task and his view that socialism can also engage in market economy, as well as Jiang Zemin’s proposals that the CPC should adhere to the thought of the Three Represents and that outstanding individuals from new social strata could also join the CPC etc. were once regarded as “heresy” of the so-called orthodox Marxism. When talking about the Decision on Reform of the Economic Structure adopted by the Third Plenary Session of the 12th CPC Central Committee, Deng Xiaoping said: “The document on reform of the economic structure is a good one, because it explains what socialism is in terms never spoken by our old ancestors. There are some new ideas. I think it has clarified things. In the past, it would have been impossible for us to produce such a document; without the practice of the past few years, it would have been impossible to write such a document. And even if it had been produced, it would have been very hard to get it adopted – it would have been regarded as heresy.”​[9] This has occurred in the development of Marxism, and it has also appeared in the development of human civilization. Therefore, this is not simply a matter of willingness, but a question that cannot be completely avoided in the process of practice and theoretical exploration & innovation. Therefore, in the process of theoretical innovation and adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, we shall emancipate our minds and correctly deal with the so-called “heresy”. 

To deal with “heresy” correctly is to treat new ideas in a proper way. The core is that not all new ideas are correct. The CPC once put forward the theory of “continuing revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat” during the “Cultural Revolution”, and claimed that this theory had developed Marxism to a new stage. But practice has proved that it is completely wrong. It is precisely because of this that there is the question of correctly understanding “heresy” and new ideas. We should take practice as the sole criterion for testing truth, take a look at the various new viewpoints put forward by people, and determine which are in line with objective laws and are effective and correct in practice. This surely cannot be done overnight, rather, it takes long-term practice, observation and testing to recognize the authenticity of different ideas.
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​​​(IV) The Clue for Intellectual History of Adapting Marxism to China’s Conditions
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In order to study and explain well the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, it is a must to objectively reflect the development of the thoughts in the practice of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions by the Chinese Communists. This not only requires us to master a large amount of historical materials, but also to find a good study perspective and narrative clue.

The past studies on adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and its intellectual history tended to focus on how the Chinese Communists integrated the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s realities in the revolution, construction, and reform of China, and how did they creatively promote the advancement of the Party’s guiding ideology in line with the times. It is completely correct to study the formation and development history of the ideological theory of adapting Marxism to China’s condition, to study the different stages in such process, and to reveal its internal relationship and its logical development. It can be said that abundant achievements have been made in these studies. Therefore, in order to deepen the study of the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, we should find another way. Here, we will take “the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation” as the main clue, perhaps the study from this perspective is more in line with the objective reality of the formation and development of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions.

We have noticed that when General Secretary Xi Jinping discusses the history of the CPC, he always puts it into the broader history of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. For example, he once said: “Where do we come from? Where shall we go? As for the development of China today, I remind myself all the time of maintaining a sense of history.” This is what he said when he met with foreign representatives of the 2nd Understanding China Conference in November 2015.​[10] Another example is that, in May 2014, during a discussion with teachers and students at Peking University, he said: “A nation, or people of a country, must know who they are, where they came from and where they are heading. Keep on going when you have made your choice.”​[11] Before that, he also emphasized: “The great practice of revolution, construction, and reform led by our party is a historic process of continuous struggle. It is a complete cause of saving, rejuvenating, and strengthening the country, and realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.”​[12] In other words, the history of the Chinese Communists is the history of continuous struggle for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and the history of saving, rejuvenating and strengthening the country. By examining the history of the CPC in the context of the broader history of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, we are able to better understand the history of the Party, including the achievements and failures of the Party. In particular, in the important speech at the celebration of the 95th anniversary of the founding of the CPC, Xi Jinping stated that the founding of the CPC was “an epoch-making event”, “which profoundly changed the course of Chinese history in modern times, the fate and future of the Chinese people and nation, and the direction and pattern of world development.”​[13] In other words, the history of the CPC is the history of the Chinese Communists using the basic tenets of Marxism to solve various difficulties on the road and ultimately realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

In fact, the idea of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions” has been related to the historical requirement of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation since it was proposed. We know that the idea was put forward in the early stage of the War of Resistance Against Japan. The reason why such a major issue of theoretical principles was raised at this historical point is that the War of Resistance Against Japan is critical to the survival of the Chinese nation. The Chinese Communists can only work out the route and strategy of the War of Resistance Against Japan in line with China’s realities by more closely integrating the lofty ideals of the communists including internationalist responsibility with the patriotic mission, and by more closely integrating the adherence to Marxism with the inheritance of the excellent cultural traditions of the Chinese nation. This was the only way to arouse the people and unite them. When Mao Zedong put forward the idea of “adapting Marxism to China’s conditions”, he emphasized that “For the Chinese Communists who are part of the great Chinese nation, flesh of its flesh and blood of its blood, any talk about Marxism in isolation from China’s characteristics is merely Marxism in the abstract, Marxism in a vacuum.”​[14] The reason why Mao Zedong added the attributive “who are part of the great Chinese nation, flesh of its flesh and blood of its blood” to modify the national characteristics of the Chinese Communists was mainly aimed at Wang Ming’s so-called “internationalism” at that time. It was not only specified to be distinguished from what was proposed by Wang Ming, but also to profoundly instruct us what to maintain. When upholding and applying Marxism in China, we must first consider the basic question of “who I am”. Therefore, it is more in line with the historical reality then to sort out the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions with the clue of “the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”. 

Going back further, the CPC was founded against the historical background that the Chinese nation was facing the task of national salvation ever since the Opium War. An important task for the communist pioneers who found Marxism-Leninism as an ideological weapon was to save the country and the people. Indeed, the communists also undertook a lofty historical mission of developing socialism in China and realizing the great ideals of communism. However, Marxism entered China and was accepted by the Chinese people at a time when the Chinese nation suffered a historic catastrophe in the aftermath of the Opium War in 1840. A major historical background for the Chinese Communists to study and apply Marxism assiduously was for the salvation of the Chinese nation and the creation of a better future for the Chinese people. Today, under the persistent efforts of the CPC and the Chinese people, we are getting closer and closer to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. In particular, when the 19th CPC National Congress determined the historic status of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, it clearly defined this new thought as “a guide to action for all our members and all the Chinese people as we strive to achieve national rejuvenation”​[15]. This provides a new perspective and ideological guide for us to study the history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions from the broader background of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

Based on this, when we study the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, we have a brand new perspective and clue, which can be called “the perspective of national rejuvenation” and “the clue of national rejuvenation”.

So, how do we study adapting Marxism to China’s conditions and its intellectual history from “the perspective of national rejuvenation” and “the clue of national rejuvenation”?

General Secretary Xi Jinping precisely summarized the work done by the CPC in the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation as “three phrases”—“standing up” “growing prosperous” and “becoming strong”.

General Secretary Xi Jinping talked about the “three phrases” for the first time in the important speech at the celebration of the 95th anniversary of the founding of the CPC. He said that the CPC rallies the Chinese people and leads them in launching reform and opening-up, “and bringing about a leap forward whereby the Chinese people have gone from regaining dignity to becoming prosperous and strong”​[16]. This is an important conclusion of General Secretary Xi Jinping on the great historic contribution of reform and opening up. 

I remember that there was a popular song in China in the 1990s, whose lyrics include “We sing the song The East is Red together and stand up to master our own country; we tell the story of spring and become prosperous in reform and opening up”. “Standing up” is a phrase proposed by Mao Zedong. Upon the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949, Mao Zedong proudly announced to the world that: “The Chinese people, comprising one quarter of humanity, have now stood up.”​[17] This is his incisive summary of the historic contribution to the arduous Chinese people’s revolution led by the CPC and the birth of the PRC. “Growing prosperous” represents the heartfelt praise of the Chinese people to China’s reform and opening up led by Deng Xiaoping. “Becoming strong” refers to the most ardent expectation of the Chinese people of all ethnic groups at present for the future of our country. 

General Secretary Xi Jinping’s second speech on the three phrases was an important speech delivered on July 26, 2017 at the provincial and ministerial special seminar on “Learning the Spirit in General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Speech and Welcoming the 19th CPC National Congress” (referred to as the “7.26” speech for short). In this speech in preparation for the 19th CPC National Congress, he said that since the 18th CPC National Congress, on the basis of the major achievements since the founding of the PRC, especially since the reform and opening up, “the Chinese nation has achieved a historic leap from standing up and growing prosperous, to becoming strong”​[18]. We have noticed that there was a subtle yet significant change in his expression. 

In the past, the statement was “from standing up, to growing prosperous and becoming strong”, while now his statement is “from standing up and growing prosperous, to becoming strong”. These two important statements with subtle changes have a consistent inner spirit. The only difference is that they refer to different historical stages, but such difference is of great significance.

Combining these two statements, we draw three important conclusions:

Firstly, General Secretary Xi Jinping summarized all the historic contributions made by the CPC in leading the Chinese people for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation as the three phrases of “standing up”, “growing prosperous” and “becoming strong”, which reminds me of our national anthem, “Arise, we who refuse to be slaves;”

“Arise! Arise! Arise! Millions of hearts with one mind”, “March on! March on! March on, on!” Inspired by the lyrics of “arise” and “march on”, we have been fighting for “standing up”, for “growing prosperous” and further for “becoming strong” as well as for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Secondly, General Secretary Xi Jinping summed up the great historic contribution of reform and opening up as a great leap from “standing up” to “growing prosperous” and “becoming strong”. In other words, the ultimate aspiration of the CPC in leading the Chinese people to unremittingly promote reform and opening up is to enable the Chinese people to become “prosperous” and “strong”. In fact, from the very beginning of reform and opening up, we have established the goal of becoming “prosperous and strong”. The socialist modernization we are committed to achieving has long been building China into a great modern socialist country that is “prosperous”, “strong”, “democratic”, “culturally advanced” and “harmonious”. The 19th CPC National Congress further added the new aspect of being “beautiful”, and put forward the grand goal of striving to build China into a great modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious and beautiful. Among the above five elements, “prosperous” and “strong” are the first to be proposed, and they are also the basis of the rest.

Thirdly, General Secretary Xi Jinping concluded the changes before and after the 18th CPC National Congress as a historic leap from “standing up” and “growing prosperous” to “becoming strong”. That is to say, the great historic achievement of China’s reform and development since the 18th CPC National Congress is “becoming strong”. “Prosperous” is the basis of “strong”, but the former is not equal to the latter. In complex interpersonal and international relations, both the “poor” (not prosperous) and the “weak” (not strong) would be bullied. Those who are not only “poor” but also “weak” would surely be bullied, and those who are “prosperous enough but not strong” would still be bullied. The Chinese who have “stood up” can truly stand tall among the nations of the world only if they are becoming “prosperous” and “strong” at the same time, and ultimately becoming a powerful Chinese nation. What does this mean? It means that our fundamental historical task at present and in the next stage is to “become strong”.

General Secretary Xi Jinping talked about the three phrases for the third time in the report delivered at the 19th CPC National Congress on behalf of the 18th CPC Central Committee. The report is titled as Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive for the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. The report pointed out: “This is what socialism with Chinese characteristics entering a new era means: The Chinese nation, which since modern times began had endured so much for so long, has achieved a tremendous transformation: it has stood up, grown rich, and is becoming strong; it has come to embrace the brilliant prospects of rejuvenation.”​[19] 

Both the report of the 19th CPC National Congress and the “7.26” speech emphasized that we are advancing from “standing up”, “growing prosperous” to “getting strong”. However, the diction used in the report’s Chinese version suggests that we are required to work hard, to strive actively, to make good use of our firm beliefs and practical actions to welcome a “strong” China, and to build China into a great modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious and beautiful.

What is “strong”? “Strong” is a kind of comparative strength. For a country, being “strong” is being “powerful”, which means it has a leading comprehensive national strength when compared with other countries. A strong country not only has solid economic, scientific & technological and national defense strength, but also has strong soft power, such as being globally influential. All strong countries have a high degree of cohesion at home and the resilience to resist risks and challenges; they all possess a pivotal position in the world and play an important role as a responsible major country.

It should be noted that determining “becoming strong” as the historical task at present and in the future does not mean that “growing prosperous” has become a thing of the past, nor that we are satisfied with our present economic development. Instead, we should further strive for “becoming strong” while “growing prosperous”, realizing the well-rounded modernization of China with prosperity, strength, democracy, cultural advancement, harmony and beauty.

We shall study the history of the CPC, the history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions by the Chinese Communists and the intellectual history of adapting Marxism to China’s conditions from the perspective and clue of “standing up”, “growing prosperous” and “becoming strong” in the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Meanwhile, we shall have an in-depth study on the history of “facts”, “seeking truth” and “guide to action” in each historical stage of “standing up”, “growing prosperous” and “becoming strong”. Thus, we can not only better sort out how the CPC proposed and promoted adapting Marxism to China’s conditions, but also open up a new world for studying adapting Marxism to China’s conditions.
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Part I: Adapting Marxism to China’s Conditions and “Standing Up” of the Chinese People 
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Introduction: “The Chinese people have now stood up”
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(I) A Date Marked in the History: September 21, 1949

[image: ]


After three months of full preparation, the First Plenary Session of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) was convened at 7 p.m. on September 21, 1949, at Huairen Hall in Zhongnanhai, Peking (now Beijing).

This was an exciting moment. Nominated by the Preparatory Committee of the CPPCC and unanimously approved by the members, 89 members of the presidium stepped up to the podium. When Mao Zedong, the executive chairman of the presidium, announced the opening of the CPPCC, the military band in the venue struck up the March of the People’s Liberation Army, 54 gun salutes rang out outside the venue, and all the delegates stood up enthusiastically with their warm applause lasting for up to 5 minutes.

Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Preparatory Committee of the CPPCC and Chairman of the CPC Central Committee, delivered an opening speech. Almost every word of Mao drew thunderous applause from the audience. Mao Zedong solemnly declared: “Fellow Delegates, we are all convinced that our work will go down in the history of mankind, demonstrating that the Chinese people, comprising one quarter of humanity, have now stood up.”​[20] There was another round of applause, and many people were moved to tears, feeling extremely excited.

After Mao delivered the opening speech, 12 delegates made speeches in succession, including Liu Shaoqi (representative of the CPC), Song Qingling (specially invited delegate), He Xiangning (representative of the Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese Kuomintang), Zhang Lan (representative of the China Democratic League), Gao Gang (representative of the Chinese People’s Liberation Zone), Chen Yi (representative of the People’s Liberation Army of China (PLA)), Huang Yanpei (representative of the China National Democratic Construction Association), Li Lisan (representative of the All-China Federation of Trade Unions), Seypidin (representative of Xinjiang), specially invited delegates Zhang Zhizhong and Cheng Qian, as well as representative of overseas Chinese Situ Meitang.

After the opening ceremony, the first meeting of the presidium was immediately convened. Resolutions were passed to appoint standing members and deputy secretaries-general of the presidium, and to set up a committee for sorting out rules of procedure for the plenary session and various draft documents, a declaration drafting committee, a review committee for the proposals of national flag and national emblem, as well as a review committee for proposals from delegates.

According to the news from Peking by Xinhua News Agency on September 21, 1949, which was published on the People’s Daily on September 22, 1949: “The opening ceremony today lasted for four hours. 635 delegates attended the meeting. Three hundred guests and 31 domestic and foreign reporters were invited.” “The executive chairmen of today’s meeting were Mao Zedong, Zhu De, Li Jishen, Shen Junru and Guo Moruo. The arrangement on the podium was simple but beautiful. Portraits of Chinese revolutionary leaders Sun Yat-sen and Mao Zedong were hung in front of the rostrum, and the emblem of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference and the flag of the People’s Liberation Army of China were hung in the middle and on both sides. The lounge of the venue was filled with congratulatory scrolls and banners from civil organizations, troops and regions across the country.”​[21]
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​​​(II) Ten Days that Sealed the Fate of a Nation: Declaration on the Founding of the People’s Republic of China
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It was at this First Plenary Session of the CPPCC that over 600 delegates, in the span of just 10 days, accomplished a monumental task that would usher in a new era in Chinese history: proclaiming the founding of the PRC.

In order for future generations to better understand the work done by the First Plenary Session of the CPPCC in the founding of the PRC, let us learn about the process of the conference:

On September 21, the opening ceremony of the First Plenary Session of the CPPCC was held. Mao Zedong delivered an opening speech at the conference.

On September 22, four reports were delivered to all delegates of the First Plenary Session, namely: The Report on the Preparatory Work of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference by Lin Boqu, the Acting Secretary-General of the CPPCC Preparatory Committee, on behalf of the Preparatory Committee; The Report on the Drafting of the Organic Law of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference by Tan Pingshan, the second group leader of the CPPCC Preparatory Committee; The Report on the Drafting and Contents of the Organic Law of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China by Dong Biwu, the fourth group leader of the CPPCC Preparatory Committee; and The Report on the Drafting and Characteristics of the Draft Common Program of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference by Zhou Enlai, the third group leader of the CPPCC Preparatory Committee. The delegates unanimously approved the first report and decided to further discuss the three drafts. The opinions put forward by the delegates were sorted out by the three committees respectively.

On the same day, the sixth group of the CPPCC Preparatory Committee held its fifth meeting at the Beijing Hotel to discuss proposals for the national flag, national emblem and national anthem.

In the morning of September 23, all delegates discussed the designs of the PRC national flag and national emblem in groups; the First Plenary Session continued in the afternoon, and 18 delegates gave speeches. They all expressed their support for the drafts of The Organic Law of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, The Organic Law of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China, and The Common Program of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.

On September 24 and 25, the First Plenary Session continued. In their speeches, 42 delegates agreed that the three documents, i.e. The Organic Law of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, The Organic Law of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China and The Common Program of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, fully reflected the interests of the Chinese people and included the opinions of various units, and concluded that the three documents would be resolutely implemented in the future.

On September 24, six railway locomotive drivers presented a flag to the CPPCC on behalf of the All-China Federation of Trade Unions; the Xinjiang delegation presented a flag to the CPPCC on behalf of the Xinjiang people, and presented the Xinjiang Uygur hat and coat to Chairman Mao Zedong; and five representatives of Northwest Hui people presented a flag to Chairman Mao Zedong and Commander-in-Chief Zhu De. On September 25, the Peking Democratic Women’s Federation and the representatives of Inner Mongolia people presented flowers to the respected leaders Mao Zedong and Zhu De as well as all the delegates. Four women delegates and six children delegates presented three flower baskets to the CPPCC on behalf of the 1 million women and all children in Peking City, and two Inner Mongolian women in folk costumes presented flowers to the CPPCC on behalf of the Inner Mongolia people. Chairman Mao Zedong and Commander-in-Chief Zhu De accepted these gifts in warm applause.

In the evening of September 25, Mao Zedong convened a symposium to discuss proposals for the national flag, emblem, anthem, chronology and capital. Except that the emblem would continue to be designed by the original group, all other proposals were unanimously approved.

On the same day, Tao Zhiyue, commander-in-chief of the Kuomintang Xinjiang Provincial Police, issued a telegram stating that he would instantly sever relations with the Guangzhou Kuomintang government, follow the leadership of the CPPCC, accept the conditions for peace proposed by Chairman Mao, and wait for the order of the Central People’s Government and the People’s Revolutionary Military Committee. The Xinjiang Provincial Government was temporarily changed to the Xinjiang Provincial Provisional People’s Government. A peaceful liberation of Xinjiang was announced.

On September 26, the First Plenary Session was adjourned for one day. The working committees for various documents held separate meetings to sort out opinions put forward by delegates in a timely manner.

On September 27, the First Plenary Session continued. After the speeches by 25 delegates, the First Plenary Session unanimously passed The Organic Law of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference and The Organic Law of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China; at the same time, the First Plenary Session unanimously passed The Resolution on the Capital, Chronology, National Anthem, and National Flag of the People’s Republic of China, which decided that: (1) The capital of the People’s Republic of China shall be Peking. Effective immediately, Peking is renamed Beijing. (2) The era of the People’s Republic of China is AD. This year is 1949. (3) Before the national anthem of the People’s Republic of China is officially formulated, March of the Volunteers is temporarily the national anthem. (4) The national flag of the People’s Republic of China is the Five-Star Red Flag, which symbolizes the great revolutionary unity of the Chinese people.

On September 28, the First Plenary Session was adjourned for one day. Separate meetings were held by various units and the committee for sorting out the common program.

On September 29, the First Plenary Session continued. All the delegates unanimously adopted The Common Program of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. As Liu Shaoqi said in his speech at the opening ceremony
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There is no abstract Marxism, only
concrete Marxism. The great strength
of Marxism-Leninism lies precisely in
its integration with the concrete
revolutionary practice of all countries.
For the Chinese Communist Party, it is
a matter of learning to apply the theory
of Marxism-Leninism to the specific
circumstances of China. For the
Chinese Communists who are part of
the great Chinese nation, flesh of its
flesh and blood of its blood, any talk
about Marxism in isolation from
China's  characteristics is merely
Marxism in the abstract, Marxism in a
vacuum. Hence to apply Marxism
concretely in China so that its every
manifestation has an  indubitably
Chinese character, iLe, to apply
Marxism in the light of China's specific
characteristics, becomes a problem
which it is urgent for the whole Party
to understand and solve.

- Mao Zedong, On a New
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