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About the Authors

Harold Songdahl

[image: Image]arold Songdahl was born in Miami on April Fools Day, 1931. He was educated in botany, but his intimate knowledge of horticulture and gardening comes from a lifetime of growing and living with plants. To Harold, plants are fascinating and fun. They always have been.

By the age of six, Harold was digging up interesting seedlings from vacant lots and bringing them home to show his mother. By nine, he had begun to experiment with harvesting seeds. Among his favorites were those of the Bright Eyes periwinkles—white with red centers, then fairly rare—which he planted in the yard. He also grew a cherry hedge from seed to a height of 12 inches before yanking it out, having learned an early lesson: Cherry hedges need a lot of trimming.

Harold’s enthusiasm was encouraged by his father, a master mariner who loved working with plants during his relatively brief periods ashore. It was from his dad that Harold learned how to propagate plants by air layering their branches and grafting and budding. He remembers his father creating wondrous trees that produced fruit salads of oranges, grapefruit, and limes, and hibiscus bushes that bloomed in many colors.

But Harold was anything but a hortinerd. He played left tackle on the undefeated 1949 Miami Senior High football team. He and his buddies kayaked and sailed together on Biscayne Bay, spear-fished using homemade Hawaiian slings, and, before there was a Rickenbacker Causeway, swam across to Virginia Key. There were frequent adventures into the Everglades—which was a bit easier then because, in Miami at least, the end of the civilized world was Le Jeune Road.
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He explored South Florida from sea to shining Gulf, from Lake Okeechobee to Florida Bay, learning its topography and flora first-hand: Everglades marshes, pinelands, hammocks, pinnacle rock, sand, and the rocky bluffs from the ice ages, which scientists still come to study where they erupt in Coconut Grove at the edges of manicured lawns along South Bayshore Drive.

Thousands of orchids, ferns, and bromeliads were to be found wild in those days, and each hardwood hammock was home to its own unique variety, distinctively marked, of tree snail. Many of the old hammocks are now gone, their hundreds of live oaks and the species they sheltered replaced by houses and roads and invidious melaleuca trees.

By the time he graduated from the University of Miami, Harold had served four years in the United States Navy. During the Korean War he’d been posted at the naval air station in Hawaii, where he discovered plant life very much like that of South Florida, though much more lush owing to the rich volcanic soils.

Back home at his first job, with the sheriff’s office, he would startle his patrol partners by suddenly screeching to a halt to get a better look at, and sometimes collect, an unusual plant he’d spotted along the road. Inevitably his natural interests and background led him to professional horticulture, and he has never left it.

During his career in the South Florida foliage, nursery, and landscaping industries, Harold has earned his reputation as one of the most knowledgeable horticulturists in the region. He has lived, worked, and gardened on every kind of South Florida soil, and has professionally grown at least one of just about every kind of plant that will grow here, as well as some that aren’t supposed to.
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Blue Daze



He has introduced to South Florida, and propagated for commercial distribution, several popular landscape plants, including the fountainlike fakahatchee grass, the ground cover Blue Daze, and the purslane varieties Fireglow, Goldenglow, and Passionglow. Harold is also a successful gardening consultant, making personal “garden calls” to businesses, institutions, condominiums, and family homes throughout South Florida, and serving as a special emissary for the Miami-Dade County Cooperative Extension Service.

A longtime member of the Florida Nurserymen and Growers Association (FNGA), Harold has served as secretary and president of the Miami-Dade County Chapter, and he turned the small internal Miami-Dade County Nursery Report into a respected industry-wide publication. But he is perhaps most widely known as the Tropical Plant Man, a wise and witty radio personality whose call-in gardening programs, heard all around South Florida and the Bahamas, made him famous for his solid information, rich store of Miami lore, and down-home sense of humor. He is a sought-after speaker for gatherings of commercial growers as well as amateur gardeners.

Harold lives in South Miami-Dade with his wife, Millie, and their ever-changing garden. Their children, Bruce, Lynn, and Karen, live nearby with their families and many pets.

Coralee Leon

Writer Coralee Leon became acquainted with Harold through his radio program. Like many of his loyal listeners, she was an enthusiastic gardener transplanted from up north, struggling to make the adjustment from one growing season to four, and alien to the idiosyncrasies of subtropical plants and the astonishingly unyielding rocky South Miami-Dade soil.
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Under Harold’s entertaining broadcast guidance, Coralee was able to transform a mystery tree in her yard that had borne tough, rubbery, nutlike objects one year into one that produced sweet, juicy tangerines the next. In fact she attributes most of her South Florida gardening successes to advice gleaned from her radio mentor on Saturday mornings over the airwaves. She approached him with the idea of doing a project together. The partnership, they decided, would be an ideal combination of his gardening expertise and her gardening enthusiasm and writing talents.

Educated at New York University, Coralee Leon began her career with newspapers in New York and New Jersey, then went on to House & Garden magazine, first as a writer, later as managing editor. Her articles and short stories have appeared in Redbook, Glamour, Vogue, The Ladies’ Home Journal, Self, House Beautiful, and The New York Times. She ghost-wrote Billy Baldwin Decorates and Billy Baldwin Remembers with the late New York decorator, Billy Baldwin, and More Needlepoint Design with Palm Beach needlepoint artist and designer Louis J. Gartner. Psychic Summer, a thriller she wrote in collaboration with her friend Arnold Copper, sold more than 350,000 copies in paperback.

Coralee, who did the plant drawings for this book, paints portraits in watercolor and pastel of people and their pets. She and her husband, Michael Philpot, now live in coastal Flagler County with their golden retrievers Gracie and Renegade. Her son Darryl and his wife Joy, systems engineers for the NASA space program, live with their three children in Maryland.


Things Are Different Here

[image: Image]t’s something long-term South Floridians know and newcomers learn fast: South Florida gardening is unique.

Take a look at the “zone map” of any good national garden catalog: It will be full of gorgeous, tempting plants, nearly all of which will thrive in zones 3 through 9. South Florida occupies zone 10.

Nowhere else in the continental United States, with the exception of a few isolated spots in southern California and Texas, are temperatures as warm in winter as they are here. The finger of Florida, dipped into the warm waters of the Atlantic’s Gulf Stream and the Gulf of Mexico, is not just heated, but humidified, as far north as Lake Okeechobee, and on up the coast-lines as far as Tampa Bay on the west and Cape Canaveral on the east.

You might see some of South Florida’s plants growing unexpectedly in gardens even further north in coastal areas—typically warmer than the state’s interior—especially in years when the winters are mild, and many gardeners along coastal Volusia and Flagler Counties and their counterparts on Florida’s western shores have had success with typically tropical shrubs, palms, gingers, and other plants. And of course, gardeners everywhere can benefit from the planting, pruning, and cultivating techniques used by South Floridians.

But in general, South Florida is uniquely subtropical. And subtropical gardens live by different rules. Subtropical plants can be temperamental, thriving in relatively small ranges of habitat and stubbornly refusing to grow anywhere else. Some that thrive in Key West won’t grow in Tampa. Some, in fact, can’t make it north of Miami’s Flagler Street. Most northern plants, much as we wish, hard as we try, don’t stand much of a chance here. But then again, neither do penguins or timber wolves. And if our gardens are too hot for tulips and foreign to forsythia, they are paradise for poinsettias, orchids, hibiscus, bougainvilleas, and poinciana trees—in short, some of the most spectacular plants, flowers, and trees in the world.

Plants in South Florida have a rather long growing season: 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 52 weeks a year. No matter what the time of year, there are always flowers in bloom. We don’t have exceedingly tall trees, but there’re lots of them. The curbside vegetative trash pile full of fronds, branches, and hedge clippings is, in many communities, a South Florida tradition.
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Rain plays a precipitous part in South Florida gardens, gushing down in summer (assuring convocations of insects and fungus as well as powerful vegetative growth) and withholding itself in winter, turning conscientious gardeners into conservationists.

Given the prodigious plant life in South Florida, it comes as a surprise to many that the soils here are just plain terrible. Northerners accustomed to the rich knee-deep loams of New Jersey and Michigan are aghast when they hear their spades clank against limestone rock three inches below the surface, or see them disappear into pure, pale sand. These are the kinds of soils you get when your garden has spent only the last few eons above the level of the sea.

Soil conditioners and fertilizers are topics of lively discussion at parties attended by South Florida gardeners. Yes, there’s an art to gardening in South Florida. But gardeners, being gardeners, need only add a little knowledge to their natural enthusiasm to make their slices of South Florida bloom. This new, updated edition of The Art of South Florida Gardening is meant to give you that knowledge. On its pages, you will find information to help you plan your landscape for a South Florida lifestyle, and to choose, plant, and care for subtropical trees and shrubs. You’ll learn how to grow a great lawn, create a hedge, train a tree, sculpt a shrub, and produce the best-tasting citrus and subtropical fruits.

You’ll find the proper ways to water—and conserve water—and to use fertilizers and control pests, with and without chemicals. You’ll learn what to do before and after a hurricane or freeze, and how to make a fallen tree stand up and grow again. Those who love gardening for the table will learn how to grow a successful South Florida vegetable garden when it’s snowing up north.
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The Art of South Florida Gardening is full of useful tips, facts, and answers to the questions most frequently asked of Harold Songdahl, one of South Florida’s most respected horticulturists—as well as a few of his and Millie Songdahl’s favorite South Florida garden recipes. Because many South Florida gardeners find they wish to explore more fully a particular aspect of subtropical gardening, at the end of the book you’ll find a resource list of gardening equipment, government services, some beautiful and educational gardens to visit, and excellent gardening and landscaping books.

For clarity of communication The Art of South Florida Gardening mentions specific plants and their habits, and types and sometimes brand names of garden products; however, nothing in this book should be read as a recommendation to purchase or use any specific plant or merchandise. Similarly, while gardening philosophies and methods are suggested throughout the book, clearly it’s up to each gardener to consider various alternatives and decide what’s best for his or her situation. Think of The Art of South Florida Gardening as an amiable escort, as if Harold Songdahl himself were walking with you through your garden, sharing the benefits of his expertise and experience each time you open the book. The visits are always enjoyable and helpful, but ultimately, the responsibility for your garden, as well as its pleasures, belongs to you.

Even if you’re an old hand at South Florida gardening, we hope you may find enjoyment in these pages. If you’re new to the area, we think this book will be an indispensable guide as you plan your garden, and a valuable reference for years to come. Above all, we hope everyone who reads it will be able to apply to their own gardens the spirit of fun with which it was conceived and written. Gardening may not be for wimps, especially in hard-digging, fast-growing, hot-enough-to-fry-your-tomatoes South Florida, but while it can sometimes be hard work, it should never be a chore. And your garden should always be a haven of serenity between bouts of mowing and hedge trimming. So hook up the hammock, pour yourself a nice tall frosty glass of key limeade, and relax as you read. There’ll be plenty of time to pull the weeds later.
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Before You Plant, Plan

[image: Image]hen it comes to landscaping, most people just plant, and plant, and plant. It’s understandable, really: Planting is the fun part. Gardeners love to browse up and down the rows of flowers and bushes at the local garden center, picking out the ones they want for their own yards—and in fact this is an excellent way to research what’s available and become familiar with it all.

But the pick-and-plant method is not sufficient to ensure a successful landscape. Some plants that attract you may quickly outgrow the space you imagine for them. Others may have special requirements or problems you may not be aware of. While most nurseries carry plants intended for local gardens, some of the plants displayed in popular mass-merchandisers’ garden departments won’t even grow in the subtropics. The store’s buyer may work in an office in Pittsburgh or Atlanta, and could know less about South Florida gardening than you do. That’s why it’s a good idea to do your browsing in nurseries established to serve South Florida, and then, if you wish, shop around for the best prices before you buy.

In any case, if before you spend money, you make a plan, you can almost certainly prevent a lot of wasted energy and time (years, in the case of a badly chosen tree) and some costly mistakes.

Why landscape?

Even the garden of the most relaxed and spontaneous kind of person, who doesn’t put much store in making elaborate plans, can benefit from being more than a random assemblage of pretty plants.

Landscaping can enhance the looks of an attractive house, or conceal the shortcomings of a less than perfect one. Ask any realtor: Good landscape nearly always increases the property’s value. In fact, some realtors say, you can usually judge a house by its landscape. If the yard is attractive and well looked after, chances are the house will be, too. If the yard looks neglected, when you open the door, you’d better stand back. It may also be of interest that landscaping is tax-effective. Any addition you make to your house (pools, screen rooms, driveways, barbecues) requires a permit—for which you’re charged a fee. And if the improvement increases the assessed value of your house, you’ll see it reflected in the next year’s property taxes. But you can landscape to your heart’s content. No permits are required and no additional taxes are assessed. While complicated landscapes may best be left to the experts, simple, straightforward ones are quite easy to plan. And interesting. Nor should a plan restrict you or your creative impulses. It’s meant as a guide only, with plenty of room for spontaneity along the way.
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Your garden plan

If you’re planning the landscape for a newly built house or one with a nice green lawn and little else, you have a clean canvas on which to work. If your house already has an established yard, you get to decide what should be removed, what to add, and how to integrate it all into something coherent, functional, and pretty enough to maybe turn a few heads. It would be wise, though, before cheerfully ripping things out, to wait and observe a well-stocked yard for four complete seasons, to see what blooms, when, and whether or not you like it. This is especially good advice for newcomers to South Florida.

Sketching it in

It’s helpful to start with a more-or-less-close-to-scale drawing of your property. It need be neither fancy nor perfect. Just pace the place off (or you can use your property survey drawing) and commit its outlines to a big sheet of graph paper.

Using colored pencils or crayons to distinguish the various items, draw in your house and other buildings, cabanas, pools, patios, drives, and walkways. Shade in the slopes, if you’re lucky enough to have any. This will give you a graphic representation of the relative sizes of things, which are sometimes difficult to envision, and can become an ongoing record of your activities if you sketch in plants as your garden progresses. Many gardeners find garden plans a way to crystallize the gardens they have been carrying around in their heads, and that just putting it down on paper is a satisfying first step in the actual creation.
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Somewhere in the blank area that represents the house, draw a compass indicating north. The house’s northern exposure will be its shady side—and in fact the house will cast a shadow of varying lengths on the yard as the sun’s declination changes with the seasons—you’ll notice this if you observe at different times of the year. The eastern and western sides of the house get half a day of sun each (assuming there are no nearby structures or shade trees), and on the south side the sun shines all day long. Knowing your house’s orientation will help you decide where you’ll need to plant things that will create shade, and where you can plant things that want—or won’t tolerate—a lot of sun.

If you live on the Atlantic side of South Florida, make a note on the eastern margin of your drawing that the prevailing wind is from the east. On the Gulf side, the wind is from the west. This information will be useful for a number of reasons, including planning the pattern of a sprinkler system, knowing where to stake a young tree, and ensuring that thick foliage won’t impede a breeze on a sultry summer evening.

Now take your plan for a walk around your property and have a good look, up close and personal. Draw circles representing the existing trees and major shrubs you’re sure you’ll be keeping in the final design. Compare what you’ve drawn with the actual yard. Get a feel for the scale of things. If you have an open space near a property line and think a tree might be nice there, make a note—but before planting one, it’s a good idea to check with the neighbors. They may love the idea of branches from your tree spreading shade over their side of the fence. On the other hand, they may be planning a vegetable garden there, and won’t appreciate your tree blocking their sun.

[image: Image]

Don’t forget to look up! Do electrical or telephone wires stretch above an easement? Sketch them in—and don’t plan any tall trees there. Do you have gutters along the edges of your roof? If not, runoff from the first summer cloudburst could wipe out what you plant in its splash-path, so plan accordingly. If you know the locations of buried wires and pipes, indicate them on your plan; if you don’t know, before you dig, call the utility companies to find out. More than one household in South Florida history has temporarily lost its phone lines, sewer line, TV cable, sprinkler system, or water main because of an eager-beaver gardener with a heavy shovel foot. In fact, though he doesn’t admit this to everyone, Harold learned this lesson through personal experience. He cut his phone cable in three places when he built his first shade house (and the cable was two-and-a-half feet deep!).

Functions and solutions

An important step in the creation of any good garden plan is to consider what functions the landscape should perform. The front yard is the face you show the public. Good landscaping can create an inviting entrance and an attractive place for guests to park their cars. The back and side yards are typically for privacy, play, and utility (the trash cans have to go somewhere). The way you landscape these areas can create outdoor rooms for living—places to enjoy a barbecue, have a game of horseshoes, let the kids practice architecture in a sandbox, or just get away with a book to the shade of an accommodating tree. Jot some ideas on your plan. If you’re an active gardener, there’s no rule against reserving a spot, preferably handy to a water source, for a potting shed, a shade house, or a mist bed (learn how to build one on page 206). Even if you don’t fulfill this part of the plan immediately, it’ll be right there on your drawing so you can enjoy the anticipation.

Your plan can help you solve some problems, too, and screening off an unfortunate view is just the beginning. If there’s a nearby school yard, highway, or shopping center you wish were a little less noisy, or road pollution you’d like to filter out, consider that bushy areca palms are excellent natural noise and dust filters. If you want to secure your property from wandering animals and other unauthorized visitors, thorny bougainvillea, natal plum, and Spanish bayonet (ouch!) can be quite persuasive. If problems like these are pertinent, make little notes in the appropriate spots on your garden plan.


How to create a sitting area outdoors

Plant three citrus trees, such as orange or tangerine or key lime, six to ten feet apart in a semicircle around a deck or patio. As the trees grow, clean out their interior branches to about eight feet up, forming an arching canopy of interwoven branches. Decorate the trees with a few orchid plants in the Ys of the branches if you like. Arrange some comfortable outdoor chairs and tables in this leafy haven, and have a fresh limeade as you enjoy the cool, fragrant shade.



Don’t dig yet!

Before you rush out and start buying plants, there are still a few things to consider. Your level of commitment, for instance. Many gardeners treasure the sweaty hours they spend grubbing on all fours in the dirt, trowel in hand. Such a person would likely opt for a landscape that accommodates lots of plants. But even this kind of garden requires a disciplined basic plan to keep it from turning chaotic. This consideration should not be underestimated by working people who intend to garden primarily on weekends, because in South Florida, especially in rainy season, things can get out of hand surprisingly quickly. Even ardent gardeners can become frustrated when the heat of the sun or a torrential downpour drives them indoors before the weekend’s quota of shrubs can be trimmed. You can head off problems by executing your plan slowly and methodically, an area at a time, balancing the demands of the garden against the number of hours you have to devote.

Those who admit to being less than thrilled by the idea of mowing, mulching, and dealing with the aphids out where the air conditioning doesn’t reach would do well to make their landscape plans simple, to use low-maintenance plants exclusively, and to plan on hiring someone else to take care of the lawn. If you find one whose work you like, be appropriately appreciative. A good yard maintenance person is not always easy to find.


Native or exotic?

The term “South Florida native” means a plant is indigenous to this area. But there’s disagreement among the experts as to how far back to start counting. To some, the only truly native trees and shrubs are pre-Columbian—those that were growing here before the arrival of Christopher Columbus. Others accept somewhat later arrivals, brought by the natural activities of migrating birds or the processes of ocean currents or wind, that naturalized into the ecosystem.

Plants imported by humans, consciously or unconsciously, are “exotics.” Much of what you see in South Florida landscapes are exotics, but, since their original habitats are similar to ours—places like South Africa, Australia, tropical South America—they usually get along beautifully with one another, as well as with native plants.

Some exotics grow and reproduce so aggressively that they choke out other plants in the process (see the official blacklist of trees on page 20). They are considered extremely undesirable and are not recommended for landscaping.



On a more practical level, let us repeat a word to the wise: You should never dig a hole before calling your various utility providers to be sure no underground water, phone, or electrical conduits are in your shovel’s path.

The next thing to consider is the actual design of the landscape. When people first came south to live and garden in the tropics, they imported all their ideas from other climes and cultures. For instance, even now, though most South Florida houses do not have elevated foundations, you see “foundation plantings” anyway, because that’s what they had up north. European-influenced walkways had formal edgings, so formal walkway edgings appear here. A lot of houses in South Florida have perfectly respectable geometric front yards, with lawns stretching from sidewalk to fence on either side, each plot of lawn punctuated by one of a pair of matching trees. Old habits are hard to break. The good news is that a South Florida landscaping style is coming more and more into its own, incorporating the more freewheeling ideas of people from Caribbean and Latin-American cultures, as well as those of landscape architects and laid-back longtime Florida residents.


Slopes save water

In some of the newer residential areas, manmade hills were designed to slope away from houses, so rainwater can run into the grassy areas between them. In others, the swales between sidewalk and street are slightly bowled to guide runoff water down through the soil.

These runoff areas do more than keep rainwater away from houses and pavement. As the water sinks through the soil, it’s filtered, purified, and absorbed back into the Biscayne Aquifer, South Florida’s underground water supply, from which our fresh water comes.

Water not recaptured and filtered through the soil goes into the streets, down storm sewers, and, wasted, out into the bay. Flattening or filling these areas defeats their purpose, and could create a flood zone for you or your neighbors.



The result is a kind of landscaping philosophy that brings our gardens into harmony with our outdoorsy way of life and makes the most of the plant materials at our disposal. It’s freeform, natural-looking, and full of native plants and trees mixed in with the exotics.

Xeriscaping—intelligent planting using more drought-resistant trees and shrubs—is also increasing in popularity in these days of water restrictions and thinking “green.” We’ll have more to say about this in a later chapter.

Although of course you’ll want your garden to be uniquely your own, nothing in the rule book says you can’t borrow some ideas from the garden down the street. Garden snooping, especially in interestingly landscaped neighborhoods like Coconut Grove, Coral Gables, Hobe Sound, Sarasota, or Naples, is invaluable research. As with any art, the more you expose yourself to good landscaping, the better your own will be. While you’re looking, here are a few thoughts to guide you:


Privacy with a view

When planting for privacy around a screened-in porch or pool enclosure, many people make the mistake of putting tall, bushy shrubs right up against the screen—effectively eliminating the rest of the yard from view.

Instead, why not plant your shrubs and trees at the property line, and surround the screening with lower plants? That way, you can lounge privately by the pool and still survey your entire kingdom.



From the outside in

Instead of hemming the house with shrubbery and surrounding it with an apron of grass, the new South Florida landscaping starts at the edges of your property and works inward toward the house, with interesting mixtures of foliage in curvilinear patterns, interspersed with lawn areas or not, according to the neighborhood. In Coconut Grove, the oldest section of Miami, you can find houses whose whole front yards are virtual forests of live oaks, and where ferns and other shade-loving plants take the place of grass among the trees.

Balance and scale

Landscape plants should be in scale—with your house, the size of your property, the neighborhood, one another. You’d think it would be obvious (though there’s still evidence to the contrary) that an avenue of 60-foot royal palms that looks sensational on a boulevard in Palm Beach would look somewhat strange leading to the front door of a modest single family house. But relax the straight line into more natural groupings, and the same idea could be translated into a more human scale with paurotis, coconut, or queen palms.

It’s usually best to work with the topography you’re given. Even in South Florida, although you may find the relative flatness a bit of a yawn, unless you’re a skilled expert landscape architect, the rule generally applies.

Some people think they can improve on the situation by building berms—man-made hillocks—in front of their houses. You often see large versions of these around hospitals, office buildings, and other institutions (if they are badly proportioned you may wonder if someone has buried a tank). Berms are said to help screen a house from the sight and sound of traffic, and they can be esthetically effective if well-done. But beware. Berms usually present more cons than pros.


Pathfinding

Avoid the temptation to plot a pathway that has a lot of cute angles and curves. You’ll soon learn, from the trampled grass, that people will frustrate you by walking where the path should be. Better to keep the sweep of a path broad and smooth.



• Berms are very hard to mow, so are best planted with shrubbery or groundcovers rather than grass. Even then, if not looked after, they invariably degenerate into weed patches.


Trees as nature intended

Planting a row of trees risks the possibility that, if one dies, you’ll have the landscaping equivalent of a smile with a missing tooth. Natural-looking groupings or staggered semicircles—of three, five, or any odd number—are usually more visually pleasing.



• Berms dry out before the rest of your yard, so if you don’t take care to plant drought-tolerant plants, additional irrigation will almost inevitably be needed. One unwitting gardener decided to plant a drought-tolerant crown of thorns on top of her berm, right next to a water-gulping philodendron. Whether she watered or didn’t water, one or the other was sure to do poorly. You really need to know how the plants you’re considering are going to respond to the environment you’ve selected for them.

• A good berm alternative might be a small grove of trees, a specimen flowering tree surrounded by complementary shrubs, or a large boulder nestled in clusters of bromeliads—planted right on level ground.

Coloring it in

Every landscape is a composition of shapes and textures and colors, and this is nowhere more true than in the tropics, where multitudes of all three are available in abundance. Beautiful trees with sculptural limbs give strength to the composition. There are shrubs with big spiky leaves, slender grassy leaves, rounded leaves, heart-shaped leaves, tiny leaves, enormous showy leaves, colorful leaves, and leaves in every conceivable shade of green—some striped or splotched or bordered in contrasting hues.

You’ll find flowering gingers, ixoras, gardenias, bougainvillea, hibiscus, allamanda, crossandra, birds of paradise, plumbago, jasmine, oleander, and scores of other shrubs that flower, some in their season, others throughout the year, not to mention the fabulous flowering trees that
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