
  [image: ]


  
    D. H. LAWRENCE


    ENGLISH NOVELIST, POET, BIOGRAPHER AND ESSAYIST


    
      	Born in Eastwood, Nottinghamshire, in 1885.


      	Died in Vence, France, in 1930.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	The Rainbow (1915), novel


          	Women in Love (1920), novel


          	Lady Chatterley’s Lover, (1928), novel

        

      

    


    David Herbert Lawrence grew up in a coal mining village in the English Midlands. His father was a miner and his mother had been a school teacher. He too became a teacher, gaining his teaching qualification at Nottingham University College in 1908. He was already writing poetry and short stories and working on his first novel, Laetitia (published in 1911 as The White Peacock). The semi-autobiographical Sons and Lovers was published in 1913. Lawrence had a long friendship with Jessie Chambers, who became Miriam Leivers in Sons and Lovers. Jessie was angry at the way she was represented in the book. In 1912 Lawrence eloped with Frieda Van Richthofen Weekley, the wife of a professor at Nottingham University, whom he married once she was free. Lawrence was a prolific writer and Sons and Lovers is considered one of the greatest books of the 20th century.

  


  
    SONS AND LOVERS


    SEMI-AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Lawrence, D.H. and Morrison, B., Baron H., Baron, C. (eds.) (2006) Sons and Lovers. London: Penguin.


      	1st edition: 1913


      	Themes: family relationships, sexuality, male violence, poverty, inequality of women, nature and the environment

    


    Sons and Lovers is a semi-autobiographical novel set in Bestwood, a coal mining village in the industrial Midlands. Walter Morel is a coal miner; his wife Gertrude had been a teacher. There is a strong physical attraction between them, but once they are married a profound difference in their outlook on life becomes obvious and their life together becomes a battlefield. Mrs Morel begins to look to her sons William and then Paul for the love and tenderness that is missing from her marriage, and as time goes on she becomes very possessive. Her jealousy of their girlfriends leads to problems, particularly for Paul, who has difficulty in his relationship with his long-time friend, Miriam. The novel is disturbing in its realistic portrayal of domestic violence and poverty and can be seen as a social study that tells us a great deal about the lives of miners and their families in in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    Sons and Lovers is divided into two parts. Part 1, which consists of the first seven chapters, tells the story of the Morel family from the first meeting of the young Gertrude Coppard and Walter Morel, to the death of their eldest son William at the age of 23. Part 2 focuses particularly on the life of their second son and third child, Paul. There are four children altogether: William, Ann, Paul and Arthur.


    PART 1


    The book opens with Gertrude Morel reflecting bitterly on her life with her husband Walter, a coalminer, whom she has come to despise. She is pregnant with her third child, Paul. It is the first day of the wakes fair and her husband is working behind the bar in the local pub. When he comes home with just a half-crown to show for a day’s work, she accuses him of drinking his earnings. She resents that when she is trying to save for her confinement (the baby’s birth), he is wasting money in this way.


    The Morels come from different social backgrounds. She is from the burgher (mercantile) class, while Morel’s background is working class. Mrs Morel was educated and had been an assistant teacher at a private school. Morel can barely read. They meet at a party. He can dance and is handsome, while she is beautiful in a delicate sort of way. There is a strong physical attraction between them and they marry a year later. They are happy at first. The decline begins when she discovers Morel has been untruthful. He does not, as she thought, own the house they live in; it belongs to his mother. What is more, he has not paid all the bills for the furniture.


    Birth of the children


    Their first child, William, is born one year after the wedding. Morel is jealous. At one point he hits the baby and Mrs Morel hates him for it. On another occasion, he cuts off the boy’s golden curls. A daughter, Ann, follows. By the time she is pregnant with Paul, Mrs Morel is feeling desperate. They cannot afford another child but she is determined that she will love him.


    Mrs Morel has a temper and is not afraid to stand up for herself. Morel is the strongest physically but she has the sharpest tongue and the quickest wit. On the second day of the wakes fair Morel goes off for a jaunt with his friend Jerry and comes home drunk at midnight. In the ensuing row he pushes her outside and locks the door. He then falls asleep with his head on the table and she cannot get back inside. She is “trembling in every limb, while the child boiled within her”(p.33). In the garden she sees the tall white lilies, a ghostly presence, waving in the moonlight. Their powerful perfume makes her sick and dizzy (p.34).


    When Paul is born, Mrs Morel is ill. Her husband is reluctant to go upstairs to see her, and when he does he is awkward and cannot bring himself to kiss her. Her friend the Congregational clergyman comes to see her every day, and when she is well they have long conversations about religion and she helps him with his sermons.


    Morel is ill


    Morel falls seriously ill with a brain fever and Mrs Morel nurses him (p.61). As he recovers there is a temporary truce between the couple and the result is a fourth child, Arthur, who is born 17months after Paul.


    The children now become her whole life. She looks to her oldest son William for the love and affection that has gone from her marriage and he responds to this. Mother and son become close.


    When the children are old enough to be left, Mrs Morel joins the Women’s Guild, which is attached to the Co-operative Wholesale Society. The women discuss social questions and sometimes Mrs Morel gives a paper. The children are proud to see their mother studying and making notes. Some of the husbands disapprove of their wives being involved in this, realising that the women are becoming more independent.


    William growing up


    William leaves school at age 13 and his mother finds him a job in the office of the Co-operative Wholesale Society in Bestwood. Morel wants William to join him down the pit as he will earn more money, but Mrs Morel is determined that her sons will not become miners. Paul, who is seven years younger than William, is still at school. William goes to evening classes after work and gains qualifications in shorthand and book-keeping and begins to teach. He studies French and Latin and moves to a better-paid job in Nottingham.


    One day William comes home from work to find his mother with a swollen eye and his father standing on the hearth-rug. William puts his fists up and father and son begin to fight. It is Mrs Morel who tells them to stop. Paul too has come to hate his father for his drinking and the way he treats their mother.


    Morel has a serious accident


    One day Morel has a serious accident down the pit. His leg is crushed and he is hospitalised. Paul notices how peaceful the house is when his father is not there. Paul and Mrs Morel are becoming close.


    When Paul is 14 he gets a job as a clerk in a hosiery factory in Nottingham. Paul is an artist, but he knows he has no choice but to find paid work. He feels he is a “prisoner of industrialism” (p.114).


    Paul’s friendship with the Leivers family


    Paul forms a friendship with the Leivers family, who have a farm a few miles outside Bestwood. There are seven children in all and Paul establishes a friendship with Edgar, who is four years older than him. He is also drawn to the daughter of the family, the shy and naïve Miriam, and she to him.


    The death of William


    William realises he can earn much more money if he goes down to London. His mother is devastated but does not try and prevent him going. At first he sends home money which helps the family finances, but then he meets a girl, Lily, who expects him to buy her clothes and jewellery. At Easter William brings her home to meet his family and Mrs Morel resents this expensively dressed girl who is so demanding on her son.


    In October William comes alone to see his family and his mother tells him that marriage between him and Lily will not work. He agrees but does not know how to end the relationship. When he goes back to London, he becomes ill with pneumonia and erysipelas. His mother borrows some money to take the train to London so she can nurse him, but he is already unconscious and dies. William comes back to Bestwood in his coffin. Mrs Morel becomes very depressed.


    Shortly afterwards, Paul too falls seriously ill with pneumonia and nearly dies. She realises that she needs to look to the living, not the dead, and nursing Paul gives her something to live for. With William gone, Mrs Morel now pours all her love into Paul and he is devoted to her in return. As he begins to recover, he spends time at the Leivers’ farm and his friendship with Miriam begins to develop.


    PART 2


    Paul’s relationships


    Paul works long hours at the hosiery company and paints in whatever time he has left. He has deep conversations with his mother, who has become very possessive with him. She is jealous of Miriam and makes it clear that she thinks she is the wrong girl for Paul. However, Paul continues to visit her and Edgar at the farm. Paul is teaching Miriam French, and they read together and discuss religion and philosophy. Miriam is naïve and very religious and the relationship does not become sexual. Paul too is a virgin and he is intimidated by her innocence. She has been taught that sex before marriage is not only wrong, but something a woman does not enjoy.


    Eventually, after seven years, she agrees to sleep with Paul, but the relationship is not satisfactory for either of them. Paul offers to marry her, but she says they are too young. Paul breaks off the relationship. Paul has already met Miriam’s friend, Clara Dawes. Clara is older than Paul and married, but is separated from her husband, Baxter. Clara is a feminist with strong views. Paul’s friendship with Clara develops into a passionate affair that, initially, is rewarding for both of them.


    Baxter Dawes finds out what is going on and gives Paul a beating. Paul tells his mother what happened and they agree to tell people he had a bicycle accident.


    The death of Mrs Morel


    Mrs Morel has suffered with a weak heart for many years but she has not told her family that she has a tumour. When she eventually sees a doctor, they learn that she has an inoperable cancer. She stays for two months in Sheffield with her now-married daughter Annie, but decides she would prefer to be in her own home. She is now very ill and Paul and Annie care for her with the help of a nurse. Paul deliberately gives her too much morphine to hasten her death.


    Paul is still seeing Clara Dawes but he facilitates a reunion with her husband, to whom she feels she belongs, even though she does not love him. Paul and his father give up the family home and Morel goes to live with a family in Bestwood. Paul takes lodgings in Nottingham.


    Paul is very depressed after his mother’s death. One night when he is feeling low, he goes into a church and unexpectedly sees Miriam. She goes back with him to his lodgings and, seeing him so low, suggests they marry, but Paul knows this is not what he wants.


    At the end of the novel Paul appears to be contemplating death, but turns his back on his own dark thoughts and chooses life.

  


  
    

  


  
    

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    MRS MOREL


    Gertrude Morel comes from a middle-class merchant family of staunch Congregationalists (Christian non-conformists). She is small and delicate with “defiant blue eyes” and a “proud, unyielding temper” (p.15). She is educated and well-read, and loves nothing better than discussing “religion, or philosophy or politics with some educated man” (p.17). When she was 19, she used to walk home from chapel with John Field, the son of a well-to-do tradesman. He had been to college in London and was expected to go into the family business, but really he wanted to go into the Christian ministry. Mrs Morel believed, mistakenly, that a man could do anything he wanted to. He gave her the gift of a Bible which she kept for her entire life. However, her family moved away and she lost touch with him. When she made enquiries she found that he did not go into the ministry and had married a widow of 40 who owned property.


    Mrs Morel is 23 when she meets Morel at a party. She does not dance herself, but he does and she is attracted to this tall, handsome, vigorous man, and he to her. When “he came and bowed above her a warmth radiated through her as though she had drunk wine” (p.18). She is surprised when he tells her he is a miner: “He seemed to her noble. He risked his life daily and with gaiety” (p.19).


    WALTER MOREL


    Walter Morel is a coal miner who started work down the mine at the age of ten. He


    WILLIAM MOREL


    

    PAUL MOREL


    

    

    

    MIRIAM LEIVERS


    

    CLARA DAWES
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