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Zack Carsen, a part-time bodyguard and full-time cowboy, gave up on love a long time ago, but when he meets sweet, humble bestselling author Candi Kason, it’s his heart that will need guarding now. He needs a bride to fulfil the stipulation in his eccentric adoptive father’s will before he can take co-ownership of the ranch. Should he ask Candi to marry him under false pretences? Or will she think he’s off his rocker?

Candi Kason, a children’s author who gave up on the idea of ever getting married, needs protection. She has to get away from her crazy ex-fiancé. She needs a place to stay and a fake beau to get her ex off her case.

When she hires handsome cowboy Zack Carsen, she is mesmerized by his charm. Will this cowboy steal her heart?
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The Carsen Brothers of Sweet Rivers Ranch 

(Sweet Clean Marriage of Convenience Western Romance Series)

Her Christmas Cowboy (Luke and Jemma)

Her Cowboy Hero (Beau and Lucky)

Her Fake Fiancé Cowboy (Jesse and Carmen)

Her Second-Chance Cowboy (Chase and Honey)

Her Last Chance Cowboy (Jake and Sylvie Rose)

Her Cowboy Protector (Zack and Candi) 
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Zack Carsen had issues when it came to love. If only his family could see it. His other brothers Luke, Beau, Jesse, Chase, and Jake had just gotten married, but now it was his turn. 

His late eccentric philanthropist adoptive father, Chet Carsen, made a bequest in his will, his last wish to see the boys settle down and married before ownership of the Carsen’s ranch could transfer to their names and they could continue his legacy of giving back to the Sweet Rivers, Texas community. Chet didn’t want any of his boys to be single forever and living on the ranch. Family was everything. Whoever lived on the ranch had to be married.

But how was Zack going to do that?

He loved his life on the ranch. Like five of his twelve adoptive brothers, he’d moved back to the ranch a couple years ago when their father started to get tired and weary from old age. Chet had been the oldest working cowboy in Sweet Rivers, Texas in his eighties.  

The men admired their father, a war hero, whose injuries from the Vietnam war disabled him from having children of his own. But that didn’t stop him and his wife, Alanna, from having a family—even in their midlife. They took care of many teens from the foster care system and ended up adopting them later. In fact, they adopted twelve boys during that time period. The family were as tight as a family could be and looked out for each other. Chet had given them a second chance at life, at family, and at hope.

He’d raised them in the church and on the ranch and showed them how to appreciate life and what they’d been given. It was a much different world from the city life. They enjoyed the vast green lands, horses and cows grazing in the distance and watching the most breathtaking sunsets on the horizon. Hearing the sound of roosters early in the morning and inhaling the fresh scent of the flowers.

Zack had moved off the ranch when he went to college. He ended up opening up his own agency. A private investigation firm and later went into bodyguarding on the side for special clients. But he was pretty much through with that now. He’d moved back to Sweet Rivers and vowed to help take care of the family ranch and retreat, the largest in the district.

“You’re far away, cowboy,” a man’s voice said as he walked into the office at the ranch. “What are you thinking about now?”

“Carter! You’re back!” Zack couldn’t believe it. He’d heard Carter, one of his other adoptive brothers, was thinking of coming back to Sweet Rivers to help out on the ranch. But he didn’t think it would ever happen. 

Carter had moved away off the ranch when he was just eighteen and moved out of the country and spent a decade in Canada.

When he found out the ranch retreat was getting busy, he wanted to help out on the business side.

“Just got back last week. I told Sue Mae I’d surprise you all. Well, surprise!”

Zack got up and hugged his brother, they patted each other on the back. It was so good to see him again. They hadn’t seen each in so long. When Chet Carsen passed, Carter’s biological mother passed around the same time, so he wasn’t able to make it at that time.

“So what’s going on? You look as if you’ve got the world on your shoulders.” 

“Guess.” Zack grinned and shook his head. He sat down back at the desk, going through some paperwork. Since he had a lot of office skills, he decided to help manage things on the ranch, like handling the supplies and feed requirements for the livestock. They all pulled in their duties in managing business.

Zack had fallen in love once, but it had not worked out. Much like his brothers who ended up crushed by love, burned by love, widowed, or had their wife cheat on them. The brothers all vowed to never marry or remarry and just carry on the land and their father’s legacy. But then with reading of the will, a year after Chet Carsen passed away, that all changed.

They were each given that ultimatum. Marry or leave the ranch. Chet knew how much they wanted a family before their disappointments and he believed in family, so he made it his mission to have the boys think about their future and have a family of their own one day. 

He told them not to give up and that the Lord could make a way where there was no way. He just wanted them to all be happy and knew they needed that push.

But man, were they blindsided. This was the new millennium. At first the boys hadn’t thought it was serious. They even thought about contesting the will, only to realize that wasn’t an option if they wanted to stay on the ranch and have ownership transfer from Chet Carsen’s name to their names.

Well, Chet Carsen certainly had a way of getting things done. He was a loveable older man, who was persistent when it came to doing the right thing.

His sister, Sue Mae, was just as persistent. She was an events organizer at the Sweet Rivers Church who knew everybody, and everybody’s business. She was the secret matchmaker behind a lot of happy couples at the church and they wondered if she’d ever open up her own matchmaking agency. That’s why she knew who was looking for a date or a companion and who wasn’t. Especially from her women’s group at the church. 

“Oh, boy. Don’t tell me, it’s about the will, right? Sue Mae told me about it. She said any of the Carsens living here have to be married,” Carter said, taking off his cowboy hat and placing it on the table near the desk. 

Their brothers, Luke, Beau, Jesse, Jake, and Chase had been determined to stay single but agreed on a marriage for convenience. They all ended up falling in love with their wives. And Zack couldn’t have been more happy for them. They deserved it. 

But he didn’t know if he could go through with it.

Still, he didn’t want to let his brothers down either. If he didn’t marry by the end of the year, the ranch could not transfer to each of their names. It was an all or nothing deal. Whoever lived on the ranch had to be married.

“Well, she reminded me that I’d better move fast. Can’t believe she’s getting us all married off like that. Like it’s a game.”

“Well, life is a game, isn’t it?” Carter said. 

Carter had come to take over the office division of the ranch retreat since Luke was now busy with more duties, especially after getting married. Luke was the foreman of the ranch. The brothers shared one of the buildings on the ranch as an office complex. Carter would be handling the retreat office division, helping deserving families or ill children at the hospital treatment center have a therapeutic time on the ranch, breathing in the fresh country air and relaxing with the natural surroundings and the horses, riding on the trails.

Luke managed the ranch in his main office. And Zack took care of supplies and helped out with personnel.

They each shared a secretary but would have to hire more staff later as things got busier

“So, do you have any prospects, cowboy?” Carter asked him.

“Not right now. I was thinking of trying one of those mail order bride websites.”

“Are you serious?”

“Well, I don’t exactly have much time.”

“But you know Sue Mae is like a one-woman matchmaking agency.” Carter grinned. It was obvious Carter had been briefed on the small-town gossip around Sweet Rivers.

“Yeah, you’re right, bro. Our aunt is a one-woman matchmaking agency.”

“Just let her set you up with someone. I’m sure you’ll be as lucky as the others.”

His heart squeezed in his chest. 

“Yeah, I can only hope so,” Zack said. “But I haven’t exactly been lucky in that department. I’m happy for them, but I don’t want to be the one to break the chain. I want to make sure the new bride understands, it’s in name only. I’m not going to be falling in love any time soon.”

And Zack meant it. 

He was happy for his brothers, but he truly believed his adoptive father was wrong about this one. 

Love wasn’t for everyone. How could it be? He’d tried that path before. But Zelda, his ex, crushed it. Yes, she certainly did. He thought he knew her very well, but apparently not that well.

What everyone failed to realize was that Zack was tough on the outside, but when he loved, he loved deeply. When his heart got broken, it didn’t just break, it smashed into tiny little pieces that he could not put together again. So no, he wasn’t going to chance it. Not this time. Never again.

His ex-had run off with a Jeremie brother—Ace Jeremie. And he’d never forget that. He’d never forget the hurt, the pain, the heartache he’d endured since then. It totally blindsided him and messed him up. The Jeremie family were rivals to the Carsens. They owned a ranch back out west. They’d struck it rich with oil back in the day and there had been some feud between the two families since then. But Chet just let it go. 

Still, the Jeremies thought they were better than the Carsens. They were wrong. The two families were so opposite in every way. For one thing, Chet Carsen was a family man who raised his family in the church. Totally opposite from the Jeremie family.

“You can’t let them win, Zack.”

“Let who win?”

“You know what I’m talking about. Ace Jeremie.” Carter was in the family loop and knew what was going on, even though he’d lived out of the country for years. He knew the history between the two families all too
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