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      You know about Victoria Square thanks to the Victoria Square Mysteries. Artisans Alley takes center stage in those books, but the merchants—and their businesses—are just as interesting. They all have stories to tell … and that’s what the Life on Victoria Square companion series is all about.

      So settle back and really get to know the merchants. Learn about their lives, and how life on Victoria Square affects them. It might just make a profound impression on you, too!

      

      SPOILER ALERT: These stories take place after the 4th novel in the series, Dead, Bath and Beyond.
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      The Reluctant Bride

      Don Parsons and Nick Ferrell bought a ramshackle Victorian spinster and plan to transform her into a Painted Lady. Weddings and other parties are a part of their business plan. They’ll be hosting a small ceremony and reception for bride-to-be Lauren Washborne … except she doesn’t seem all that enthusiastic about her upcoming nuptials. Don wants to know why—but Nick is against the idea. Will Lauren have a chance to live happily ever after, or will her suitor be left at the altar?
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      Nick Farrall never envisioned getting married. When he was a young man, it just wasn’t in the cards. Okay, when he was a young man it wasn’t legal to get married, but that was beside the point. He just never met the right one … until he met Don Parsons. It wasn’t love at first sight, but it was friendship at first meeting. When speaking about marriage, Nick’s aunt had always insisted that friendship was the most important part of any relationship. With friendship first, a couple could overcome whatever came their way.

      Nick’s own wedding had been a small affair. Just a few invited friends gathered at Boston City Hall to witness the event. He hadn’t given weddings much of a thought until he and Don bought the old Webster Mansion on Victoria Square in the Western New York village of McKinlay Mill. Now renamed Sassy Sally’s, after his late aunt, Nick was much more interested in weddings. In fact, his was now a commercial interest. Weddings, engagement parties, showers, and other life-affirming events were to be a big part of Sassy Sally’s guest experience.

      The ink on the deed had barely dried when Marsha Washborne contacted him.

      “Nick, darling! Is it true you and dear Don are opening a bed and breakfast in that vintage home on Victoria Square?”

      “It certainly is.”

      “When—when?”

      “The first week in November.”

      “That’s absolutely perfect! My darling girl, Lauren, just got engaged and we’ve been looking for the perfect venue. She’s not at all a flashy sort of girl, as you may well remember, and an intimate setting for a few friends and family would be perfect for the wedding. Can we come and look at the house?”

      “It’s got a long way to go before it’ll be finished, but sure—come on over and I’ll be glad to give you the fifty-cent tour.” They made arrangements for Marsha and Lauren to visit later that week. As Nick hung up the phone, he wondered why Marsha insisted on calling her thirty-something daughter a girl.

      

      Don Parsons glanced at his watch and then around him in Sassy Sally’s front parlor. No doubt about it, the place was a wreck. He glanced at his partner in business and in life. “Are you sure you want a potential client to see the place as is?”

      “I did warn her,” Nick said.

      The sound of reciprocating saws and hammering sounded from above. Was there any way they could have a coherent conversation with potential customers with all that racket going on?

      A charcoal gray Lexus pulled up beside one of the workmen’s pickups parked outside and a silver-haired woman dressed in clothes too warm for late summer exited from the driver’s side of the car while her much younger, but dowdy companion exited the passenger side. The younger woman might have looked pretty if her posture was better and she did something with her hair. A little makeup wouldn’t have hurt, either.

      “Put on your best smile, because we’ve got to make our first sale today,” Nick told Don.

      Don merely shrugged while Nick opened the front door to greet their guests on the still-rickety front porch. Yeah—the place still needed a lot of work. Don stepped forward to join the group.

      “And of course, the house will be painted and decorated with loads of autumn charm come opening day,” Nick was saying. “Oh, and this is my husband, Don.”

      “Nice to meet you,” Lauren, the bride-to-be, said and gave him a shy wave.

      “Come on inside and I’ll give you a tour of what will be the public rooms,” Nick said.

      “What about the boudoir?” Marsha asked coyly. “Lauren and Jay simply must have the best on their wedding night.”

      “Mother,” Lauren insisted, a blush bringing some much-needed color to her cheeks.

      “The workmen are up there right now. I’m afraid it’s a construction site, so we can’t let you up there, but we’ve had drawings made to give you an idea of what you can expect come opening day,” Don assured her.

      Nick didn’t have a degree in interior design, but he was a gifted artist and his renderings had been praised by those who’d seen them. Of course, at that time, they’d barely bought a stick of furniture and everything he’d drawn was a figment of Nick’s imagination, but it was time to sell Sassy Sally’s to their first customer and Don was up for the job.

      Throughout the makeshift tour, Marsha was totally enthralled with cries of “it’ll be perfect” and “I can see everything finished in my mind’s eye.” Lauren, however, looked doubtful and Don couldn’t really blame her. But if nothing else, the public areas would be finished by their open date, even if some of the bedrooms and baths weren’t.

      “So what do you think, soon-to-be Mrs. Jay Martin?” Marsha asked her daughter.

      Lauren frowned. “I haven’t decided if I’m going to take Jay’s name.”

      “Why on earth not?” Marsha asked, sounding chagrined.

      “Because that wouldn’t be who I am,” Lauren protested. “I’ve always been a Washborne.”

      “Well, I didn’t flinch at taking your father’s name.”

      “And I like to think I’d be honoring him by keeping it,” Lauren insisted.

      Marsha scowled. “You didn’t answer my question. What do you think about having the wedding here at Sassy Sally’s?”

      Lauren shrugged. “I guess it’s okay.”

      Don’t sound so enthusiastic, Don thought gloomily and fought the urge to roll his eyes.

      “We’ll be doing lots of weddings, engagement, and baby showers. Next summer, we’ll open our gazebo as a fabulous outdoor venue. We’re already working with a landscape architect to develop gardens. The roses are going in next week. It should be beautiful come June and July,” Nick promised.

      “Well, I’m getting married in November,” Lauren groused.

      “Her fiancé chose the date,” Marsha said confidentially. “Something about taxes or finances—whatever.”

      “From what I’ve read, those who marry in November are the happiest couples,” Nick reported.

      “They are?” Don asked.

      “Yeah. Somebody did a study on it,” Nick said confidently.

      Don scrutinized the bride to be. By the looks of it, she seemed pretty miserable about the whole idea of marriage.

      He remembered a conversation he’d had with Nick’s Aunt Sally when the plan to start a B&B had begun to form and their income projections had included weddings. She’d had loads to say on the subject. “November is a bad month for weddings—especially in the east,” she’d warned, sounding ominous despite her charming southern drawl. She’d cited the possibility of inclement weather but didn’t seem to have much else to say on the subject.

      The weather was a consideration, and since Don had never lived in Western New York before, he wasn’t sure what to expect come the fall—apart from colorful foliage and lots of apples. McKinlay Mill was located in the core of apple country, surrounded by thousands and thousands of acres of orchards. Other than that, Don still had a lot to learn about the area around Nick’s hometown.

      Marsha looked at her daughter with exasperation. “We’ve just about run out of places

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

OEBPS/images/polaris-logo-in-yellow.jpg
*Polaris Press





OEBPS/images/vellum-created.png





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/the-reluctant-bride-web.jpg
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

lLorraine
Bartlett

B LIFE ON VICTORIA SQUARE 48






