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    Song of Solomon 1:2. For thy love is better than wine. Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee.





There is such a sweetness in the name. It is not like a box of ointment shut up, but like a sweet perfume that fills the room. For the merits of Jesus are so sweet that they perfume heaven itself. It was not on Calvary alone that that sweet ointment was known: it was known in the seventh heaven.








— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to Song of Songs
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The Song of Songs, also known as Song of Solomon, is a love poem. However, it is also a profound expression of the meaning, value and beauty of the work. The song is about lovers who flirt, marry and then work together in an idealized image of life, family and work. We will study the themes of hardship, beauty, diligence, joy, passion, family and joy as described in the many Songs of Songs. In the ancient world all poetry was sung and, in fact, Song contains the lyrics of a collection of songs performed by female singers in male, female and choral form. . The epic should perhaps be considered a set created for the aristocratic audience in Solomon's palace. It is very similar to the love music of ancient Egypt, intended for such audiences and composed in the centuries before Solomon's time. The lyrics of Egyptian poetry, despite having many similarities to the Song of Songs, are quite cheerful and usually focus on the ecstasy and suffering of young lovers. However, the lyrics of the Song are not light or spontaneous, but profound and theological, prompting deep reflection, including examination of the work. There are many interpretations of the Song. Here we will approach it as a collection of songs that focus on the love between a man and a woman. That is the obvious meaning of the text, and it is the most beneficial way to discover the meanings that actually appear, not the meanings that may be imposed on it. Love poetry celebrates the beauty of a marriage and the joy of love between a man and a woman.
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The Difficulty and Beauty of Labor (Song 1:1-8)
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The Song of Songs begins with a woman's words of love for a man, and in her story she also tells how her skin darkened because her brothers made her work in the family vineyard (Song 1:6). The play appears only six lines after the beginning of this love song. In the ancient world, people tended to look down on dark-skinned people, not for racial reasons but for economic reasons: dark skin meant you were a peasant and had to work in the sun. If your skin was white, it meant you were aristocratic class, and so pale (not tanned!) skin was especially prized as a sign of feminine beauty. But here, a woman's hard work does not really detract from her beauty (Song 1:5; "I am dark but beautiful"). Moreover, her work prepared her for the future, when she would have to tend her own vineyard (Song 8:12). A woman who does manual labor may not be aristocratic, but she is beautiful and commendable. The attractiveness of work and employees is often overshadowed by contradictory notions of beauty. The Greek world, where the influence is still deeply present in contemporary culture, saw work as the enemy of beauty. However, the biblical view shows that work has an intrinsic beauty. Solomon made a palanquin (a chair carried on poles), and the Song of Solomon extols the technical beauty of the work. It is truly a work of love (Song 3:10). He puts the beauty of this object in the service of love (carrying his beloved to a wedding; Song 3:11), but the work itself is beautiful. Work is not only a means to an end-transport, harvest, or control-but also a source of aesthetic creativity. Believers are encouraged to recognize and praise the beauty in the work of others (including their spouses).
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Diligence (Song 1:7-8)
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The woman is looking for her lover, whom she considers the best among men. Her friends tell her that, of course, she can find him at work, where she looks after the sheep. Her work is arranged so that there can be interaction between her and her lover. There is no concept that work time belongs to the employer and free time belongs to the family. Perhaps the realities of modern work make family interaction at work impossible in many cases. Truck drivers shouldn't text family while driving, and lawyers shouldn't ask their spouse to visit them at the end of a speech. But it may not be all bad, as the separation between work and home that emerged with the factory system in the 19th century is beginning to disappear in many industries.
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When Work is a Pleasure (Song 1:9 - 2:17)


[image: ]


In Song of Songs 1:9-2:7, the man and woman sing of their devotion to each other. He speaks of her beauty and she declares how happy she is to be loved. Then, in Song 2:8-17, they sing of the splendor of the approaching spring, and he invites her to join them. This contrasts with the agrarian economy of the ancient Israelites, in which a trip to the fields in spring was not just a picnic, but also required work. In particular, pruning must be done to ensure a bountiful harvest (Song 2:12, "it is time to prune"). In addition, Song of Solomon 2:15 says that the foxes (who love to eat tender grapes) should be kept away from the harvest. The man and woman have a sympathetic attitude and turn this mission into a game, chasing the "little foxes." Their play is so associated with erotic games that it leads to the double meaning, "our vine is in bloom". The vibrant agricultural life of this spring takes us back to the Garden of Eden, where tending the plants is a delight. Genesis 3:17-19 tells us that because of sin such work becomes arduous, but that is not the original or true meaning of work. This Song of Songs is a glimpse of the kind of life God wants for us, almost as if sin had never entered the world. It was as if Isaiah 65:21 had been fulfilled, "People will build houses and dwell in them, and plant vineyards and eat their fruit
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