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Introduction




This book has been written to support the study of Paper 2 Authoritarian rule (from 1750CE). This introduction gives you an overview of:


	•  requirements for success in this thematic study

	•  historical concepts and skills that must be understood and used

	•  how you will be assessed for Paper 2

	•  different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.







1 Requirements for Paper 2

This thematic study requires students to study examples of authoritarian rule from 1750CE through four inquiry questions:


	•  Why did authoritarian rule emerge?

	•  How was authoritarian rule maintained?

	•  How did authoritarian rule affect people’s lives?

	•  How was authoritarian rule challenged?




Authoritarian rule

Authoritarian rule is a system of government where power is concentrated in a single leader or a small group. Types of authoritarian rule include monarchy, dictatorship, oligarchy, theocracy and a single-party state. Authoritarian governments often limit individual freedoms and rights and therefore limit or outlaw other political groups.

This book presents the following examples of authoritarian rule that address all four inquiry questions:


	•  Napoleon III of France (1848–70)

	•  Stalin of the Soviet Union (1928–53)

	•  Hitler of Germany (1933–45)

	•  Mao of the People’s Republic of China (1949–76)

	•  Castro of Cuba (1959–2006)

	•  Hussein of Iraq (1979–2003)

	•  Perón of Argentina (1946–56, 1973–74) (Available online)



There is an additional focused case study for each inquiry question. This allows students to broaden the scope and depth of their study, allowing greater choice. These are:


	•  Pinochet of Chile (1973–90) for ‘Why did authoritarian rule emerge?’

	•  Catherine the Great of Russia (1762–96) for ‘How was authoritarian rule maintained?’

	•  Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge of Cambodia (1975–79) for ‘How did authoritarian rule affect people’s lives?’

	•  Mussolini of Italy (1922–43/45) for ‘How was authoritarian rule challenged?’



These examples are from 1762 to 2006, giving students the opportunity to study authoritarian rule with great depth and breadth. Each inquiry question is broken down into lines of inquiry (see below). Students are required to study at least two examples of authoritarian rule for each line of inquiry, with each example taken from a different region.


Organization of the book

This book is organized by region.

Chapter 1: Hussein for Africa and the Middle East

Chapter 2: Castro for the Americas

Chapter 3: Mao for Asia and Oceania

Chapter 4: Napoleon III for Europe

Chapter 5: Stalin for Europe

Chapter 6: Hitler for Europe

Chapter 7: Four authoritarian case studies from different regions (Pinochet, Catherine II, Pol Pot, Mussolini)

The requirement to study at least two examples of authoritarian rule for each line of inquiry could be addressed by studying all inquiry questions and lines of inquiry using only two examples of authoritarian rule, as illustrated by the following table:




	Example
	Authoritarian rulers





	1
	Hitler (Europe)
Castro (Americas)




	2
	Napoleon III (Europe)
Perón (Americas)




	3
	Mao (Asia)
Stalin (Europe)




	4
	Napoleon III (Europe)
Hussein (Africa and the Middle East)






Students may also choose to address each individual inquiry question with focused studies of examples of authoritarian rule, each from a different region. The possible combinations are many but could include:




	Why did authoritarian rule emerge?
	How was authoritarian rule maintained?
	How did authoritarian rule affect people’s lives?
	How was authoritarian rule challenged?





	Hitler (Europe)
Pinochet (Americas)

	Hitler (Europe)
Mao (Asia and Oceania)

	Hitler (Europe)
Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge (Asia and Oceania)

	Hitler (Europe)
Hussein (Africa and the Middle East)




	Mao (Asia and Oceania)
Hussein (Africa and the Middle East)

	Mao (Asia and Oceania)
Castro (Americas)

	Stalin (Europe)
Perón (Americas)

	Mussolini (Europe)
Castro (Americas)




	Stalin (Europe)
Pinochet (Americas)

	Catherine the Great (Europe)
Mao (Asia and Oceania)

	Hussein (Africa and the Middle East)
Castro (Americas)

	Napoleon III (Europe)
Mao (Asia and Oceania)






Students will not be assessed on the inquiry questions, but on the individual lines of inquiry that are contained in each question.




Lines of inquiry

Each inquiry question has four lines of inquiry. Lines of inquiry must be studied using two different examples of authoritarian rule, each from a different region. Students are required to address these lines of inquiry in both questions in Section B of the exam (see below).

Lines of inquiry allow flexibility of interpretation. For example, when discussing ‘social factors’, students may need to discuss factors such as socio-economic class, gender, religious groups, ethnicity or age groups. The focus on ‘social factors’ will depend on the authoritarian rule studied.


Why did authoritarian rule emerge?

This inquiry question is addressed by a focused study on the following lines of inquiry.


Role of ideas

Ideas can lead to change, such as people’s desire to change governments, laws or to demand representation. In some cases, ideas could be new ways of thinking or solving problems. If you choose to study Perón, for example, you will discover that many working-class people in Argentina were not represented by the government and hoped to change the system to improve their lives. In China, Mao developed a new form of communism to address China’s unique social, cultural and economic problems.



Social factors

Social factors that may be studied could include social or economic status, factors such as gender, religion or racial discrimination, and much more. In Napoleon III’s France, for example, the urban workers and farmers formed the vast majority of the population, yet had no participation in the government until the election which placed him in power. In Castro’s Cuba, his rise to power was facilitated in part by a desire of Afro-Cubans and people living in poverty to improve their lives, which previous governments had ignored.



Role of conflict

Sometimes conflict has been a significant reason why authoritarian rule emerged. Hussein gained power through a conflict within his political party by 1979. Stalin gained power through internal struggles within the leadership of the Communist Party, consolidating his authority through violent purges. Mao gained power through a civil war that raged across China after also battling international invaders.



Economic factors

Economic factors include economic successes, as well as failures or a desire for economic reform. Hussein, as vice president of Iraq, initiated very popular and successful economic reforms, which helped him gain power by 1979. Pinochet established authoritarian rule in Chile due to economic chaos that allowed him to overthrow the government in 1973.




How was authoritarian rule maintained?

This inquiry question is addressed by a focused study on the following lines of inquiry.


Legal methods

Some authoritarian rulers or governments ruled through constitutions and laws, as Hitler and Perón did. Catherine the Great ruled through decrees that immediately became law. In some regimes, legal methods changed through time, as with Napoleon III.



Use of force

Force has often been used to maintain the rule of authoritarian rulers and governments. These can include different types of armed forces. Mussolini had opponents beaten and killed, for example. Castro used paramilitaries in Cuba in much the same way as Mussolini used them.



Propaganda

Most authoritarian regimes have employed forms of advertising or information, propaganda, including the use of art, music, public speeches, radio broadcasts and other communications, and even postage stamps. Catherine the Great had hundreds of portraits of herself sent around Europe to demonstrate she was philosophical and wise, while Mao’s government published the Little Red Book of his quotes for every citizen to read and recite. All authoritarian regimes used censorship to limit or control the information available to those under their control.



Popular support

Authoritarian rule can often be quite popular, as demonstrated by Perón winning multiple elections and Napoleon III winning multiple national referenda or plebiscites to confirm his decisions. Mussolini faced almost no popular challenge in his 20 years in power. Others, such as Hussein, faced open revolt by significant portions of the population several times. It is often difficult to assess the extent of the popularity of authoritarian rule as opposition and dissent are usually suppressed.




How did authoritarian rule affect people’s lives?

This inquiry question is addressed by a focused study on the following lines of inquiry.


Economic effects

Authoritarian governments often work to reform, change or control a country’s economy, potentially through agricultural, industrial and financial reforms. This can lead to significant growth and success, such as Napoleon III’s France, a mixed result as with Castro’s Cuba or potentially devastating consequences, as with Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge’s Cambodia.



Social effects

Social effects might include how authoritarian rule changed the socio-economic conditions of people, such as in Castro’s Cuba, where Afro-Cubans and peasants had opportunities for education and healthcare for the first time, or Perón’s Argentina, where the urban working class had improved services and working conditions. Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge worked to eliminate all those who were not peasants, which obviously had an effect on society. The implementation and control of leisure activities could be considered a social effect as well, with clear examples of this in Germany under Hitler and in the Soviet Union under Stalin.



Women’s experiences

Women’s experiences vary throughout the examples presented in this book. In many cases, opportunities for women increased compared to former eras and governments, such as in Hussein’s Iraq or Castro’s Cuba, especially in terms of education and healthcare. Under other authoritarian rulers and governments, women’s experiences were essentially unchanged, such as in Napoleon III’s France, or they experienced repression, as in Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler’s Germany, which limited their rights.



Marginalized groups’ experiences

Many societies have marginalized groups who can be affected by authoritarian rule. In Hussein’s Iraq and Catherine the Great’s Russia, the majority of the population were marginalized as they were excluded from power (economic, social and/or political). In Castro’s Cuba, marginalized Afro-Cubans made significant developmental progress with a ban on discrimination, education expansion and opportunities for employment. Whereas in Pol Pot’s Cambodia, the government committed genocide against minority ethnic groups.




How was authoritarian rule challenged?

This inquiry question is addressed by a focused study on the following lines of inquiry.


Internal opposition

Some authoritarian rulers or governments faced internal opposition, often in the early years of their rule. Hitler, for example, took several years to have absolute power over Germany’s government, being challenged by members of his own political party and the army’s leadership. Mao remained Communist Party chairman for decades, but he faced several significant challenges during his rule from other Communist Party officials. Others faced minor internal opposition, like Mussolini, who was eventually brought down by his own government after more than 20 years of unchallenged rule.



Popular resistance

Popular resistance can take many forms, including rebellion, as can be studied with Hussein or Catherine the Great, or protests in parliament in the case of Napoleon III. Popular resistance also involves strikes, as in Mussolini’s Italy. In Castro’s Cuba, resistance was expressed through silent protests and emigration from the country. In Stalin’s Soviet Union, Ukrainian peasants resisted collectivization by destroying crops and livestock.



Impact of policies

This line of inquiry involves studying the impact of policies in creating challenges for authoritarian rule. These might include economic, social or international policies. The economic policies of Napoleon III reinforced his popularity in many sectors of French society. Perón’s social policies caused him to receive the support of urban workers, but they caused deep divides in Argentinian society. The foreign policy of Castro broadly reinforced his popularity, whereas the same cannot be said for Mussolini’s foreign policy, which ultimately led to his being removed from power.



External threats

External threats normally refer to other countries, but they could also mean international economic or military crises, pandemics or terrorist groups. Mao faced few external threats, whereas other authoritarian rulers were removed by external forces, such as Napoleon III, Hitler, Mussolini, Pol Pot and Hussein.





Historical concepts

The study of IB Diploma History is based on the understanding of historical concepts. These are:


	[image: ] Cause and consequence

	[image: ] Continuity and change

	[image: ] Perspectives

	[image: ] Significance.



All four of these have conceptual understandings that must be integrated into students’ studies. Students will be assessed on these through external examinations at the end of the course (see below). In this book, these concepts are often presented in questions when introducing an inquiry question, a line of inquiry or a historical source, and they will appear in italics within the question. Additionally, we have added a concept spotlight to address historical concepts within each inquiry question.

In the external examinations, students will be asked to analyse a historical event through the lens of conceptual understanding in Section A. Conceptual understandings may be implied or directly referred to in Section B, Part (b) as well (see below).


Understanding the concepts

Each of the concepts has both a definition and conceptual understandings. We have included examples that can be considered from the authoritarian examples in this book.


Cause(s) and consequence(s)

This concept concerns the interplay of multiple reasons for, and results of, historical events. When analysing the cause and consequence of historical events, historians develop complex explanations for why things happened in the past.


Conceptual understandings


	•  Historical events always have multiple, interrelated, short- and long-term causes and consequences.

	•  The causes and consequences of historical events result from the interplay of two types of factors: historical actors, who are the people (individuals or groups) who take action, and the conditions within which these actors operate.

	•  Historical events and their consequences were never inevitable. These causes and consequences could be probable, improbable, intentional or accidental.






Continuity and change(s)

This concept addresses the processes of societies becoming different and maintaining similarity across time and place. When thinking about continuity and change, historians explore what has changed and what has stayed the same.


Conceptual understandings


	•  Societies can undergo historical continuity and change at the same time, as these are interwoven processes.

	•  Historical continuity and change are processes that can be both rapid and transformative over the short term and follow slower patterns and trends over the long term.

	•  The ways people (both individuals and societies) have experienced historical continuity and change can be positive, negative or a combination of both.






Perspectives

This concept addresses the diverse points of view from and about the past. When thinking about perspectives, historians consider who has a view on past events.


Conceptual understandings


	•  There are always diverse historical perspectives on events, which are held both by those who participated in and observed events as they took place, and those looking back on events from a later date.

	•  Historical perspectives are not all equally valid, and historians must determine this validity through an examination of the claims that are being made.

	•  Historical perspectives can corroborate and support each other as well as be contradictory and lead to ambiguities that historians must try to resolve.






Significance

This concept addresses the value judgements made about historical people and events. When thinking about significance, historians determine which stories should be told.


Conceptual understandings


	•  Historical significance is constructed through judgements about which people and events should be included in (and/or excluded from) historical narratives.

	•  The judgements of significance that historians make can reflect the evidence that the historian has at their disposal, as well as their values and those of the society of which they are a part.

	•  People and events can be historically significant because of their power, importance and impact as well as because of what they reveal about the past, even if they lack power and importance and/or are marginalized.








Command terms

Through the study of IB Diploma History, students take the role of historians. Paper 2 examinations will only use the following command terms.


	•  ‘Analyse’ for Section A

	•  ‘Explain’ for Section B, Part (a)

	•  ‘To what extent’ for Section B, Part (b).





[image: ] KEY TERMS

Analyse Break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure.

Explain Give a detailed account including reasons or causes.

To what extent Consider the merits or otherwise of an argument or concept. Opinions and conclusions should be presented clearly and supported with appropriate evidence and sound argument.







2 How you will be assessed for Paper 2

Paper 2 external exams take place at the end of the course.


	•  Students have 1 hour and 45 minutes to complete all Paper 2 assessment requirements.

	•  Paper 2 has two sections: A and B.

	•  In Section A, students must answer one question of two for 6 marks.

	•  In Section B, students must answer one question of two for a total of 19 marks. Each question in Section B is broken into two parts, both of which must be completed by the student:

	•  Part (a) for 4 marks

	•  Part (b) for 15 marks.












Section A

Section A has two questions on the conceptual understandings of the historical concepts (Cause and consequence, Continuity and change, Perspectives and Significance).


	•  Students will choose one of the two questions.

	•  Questions will always use the command term ‘analyse’.

	•  This question is worth 6 marks (out of the overall 25 for this exam).



Below are examples of Section A questions.



Cause and consequence


	•  Analyse how historical events can be the result of multiple causes. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how historical actors can cause change. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how a historical event can have unintended consequences. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.








Continuity and change


	•  Analyse how authoritarian rule can demonstrate aspects of both continuity and change. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how a historical event can lead to both short- and long-term changes. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how a historical event can lead to positive and negative changes. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.








Perspectives


	•  Analyse how historical events can be seen from different perspectives. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse the validity of different perspectives on a historical event. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how historical perspectives can be contradictory regarding the same historical event. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.








Significance


	•  Analyse how the significance of a historical event can be judged differently. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how the significance of a historical event depends upon the evidence being used. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.

	•  Analyse how a historical event can have different significance for individuals or groups. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.








Section B

Section B has two questions for each thematic study.


	•  Students will choose ‘Authoritarian Rule (from 1750CE)’.

	•  Students will choose either Question 1 or Question 2 and answer both Parts (a) and (b) in the same question. Do not answer both questions or mix Parts (a) and (b) from different questions.

	•  The question the students choose will have two parts:

	•  Part (a), which will:

	•  be a short response worth 4 marks

	•  always use the command term ‘explain’

	•  always address a single line of inquiry.





	•  Part (b), which will:

	•  be an essay response worth 15 marks

	•  always use the command term ‘to what extent’

	•  always require students to address one line of inquiry, using two different examples of authoritarian rule from two different regions.











Below are examples of Section B questions.



Part (a)


	•  Explain how ideas led to the emergence of authoritarian rule. Use one example from the thematic study in your response.

	•  Explain how legal methods were used to maintain authoritarian rule. Use one example from the thematic study in your response.

	•  Explain how women’s lives were affected by authoritarian rule. Use one example from the thematic study in your response.

	•  Explain how external threats challenged authoritarian rule. Use one example from the thematic study in your response.








Part (b)


	•  To what extent were social factors significant in the emergence of authoritarian rule? Use examples from at least two regions to support your response.

	•  To what extent was the use of force important in maintaining authoritarian rule? Use examples from at least two regions to support your response.

	•  To what extent were marginalized groups negatively affected by authoritarian rule? Use examples from at least two regions to support your response.

	•  To what extent did internal opposition challenge authoritarian rule? Use examples from at least two regions to support your response.









3 Different features of this book and how these will aid your learning

At the beginning of each chapter is an introduction where the inquiry question or questions are presented. In addition, students will find a variety of features within each chapter to assist them in their study.


Key dates

The study of authoritarian rule is based on inquiry questions and lines of inquiry, not on a traditional cause and effect, chronological approach. In order to help students understand events in chronological order, each example of authoritarian rule includes key dates.



Key and leading questions

Each section heading in the chapter has a related key question which helps focus your understanding of the section, often referencing a historical concept.

Lines of inquiry headings within the sections have leading questions which are designed to focus on the key points, often referencing historical concepts or guiding you to use the skills of a historian.



Key terms

Key terms are in bold in the text and are defined in the margin the first time they appear in a chapter. They also appear in the glossary in the online extras.



Sources

Throughout the book are written and visual sources. Historical sources allow students to develop analytical skills by reviewing the work of historians, considering the importance of visual imagery and understanding the significance of events, and more. Each source question helps develop these skills. Paper 2 is not a source-based examination, but these help reinforce skills that are used in Paper 1.



Profiles and key figures

Profiles and key figure sections provide more information regarding historical figures that are significant for the authoritarian ruler or government. This provides the opportunity for further research and exploration.



Concept spotlight

Throughout each chapter, the historical concepts will be discussed and applied to the specific authoritarian ruler being studied.



Theory of Knowledge (TOK) questions

It is important to understand that there are strong links between IB History and Theory of Knowledge (TOK) issues. Some of these TOK connections will be discussed throughout each chapter.



Extension boxes

Throughout each chapter, extension boxes provide more detail on areas students may want to understand in greater depth.



Learning activities

Learning activities are included for each section of each chapter, as well as group learning activities at the end of each chapter.



ATL spotlight

Throughout each chapter, ATL-focused activities will be discussed and applied to the specific authoritarian ruler being discussed.



Examination advice and practice

Practice exam-style questions and responses are included in Chapter 8.



ONLINE EXTRAS    [image: ]

Additional materials to aid your study of the Access to History series can be found online at https://www.hachettelearning.com/answers-and-extras






Online extras

Additional materials to aid in your study of this topic can be found online at https://www.hachettelearning.com/answers-and-extras and include the following:


Argentina under Juan Perón, 1946–74 (the Americas)

A chapter on Juan Perón’s authoritarian rule.



Summary diagrams

Summary diagrams provide a visual representation of a section to support student understanding.



Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in an online glossary.



Further reading

A list of books and websites which may help with further research and presentations is included. This may also be helpful when further information is required for internal assessments and extended essays in History. You may wish to share the contents of this section with your school or local librarian.



Internal assessment

All IB History Diploma students are required to write a historical investigation, which is internally assessed. The investigation is an opportunity for you to dig more deeply into a subject that interests you. The online material includes a list of possible areas for research.








Chapter 1

Iraq under Saddam Hussein, 1979–2003




Saddam Hussein transformed Iraqi society and world history during his rule as president from 1979 to 2003. Even before that, he served as a highly influential vice president from 1968 to 1979. His rule is a study in the complex nature of authoritarian leadership that brought prosperity, as well as poverty and destruction. We will study how a socially, ethnically and religiously diverse country came to be dominated by the Ba’ath Party and its leader, Hussein, often referred to by his first name only, Saddam, and the impacts of his policies.

This chapter will consider the following questions:


	•  Why did the authoritarian rule of the Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein emerge in Iraq?

	•  How was the authoritarian rule of the Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein maintained?

	•  How did Saddam Hussein’s authoritarian rule affect people’s lives?

	•  How was Saddam Hussein’s authoritarian rule challenged?






It is important to note that this chapter breaks down Hussein’s rule through inquiry questions and lines of inquiry, not in a chronological order. For a chronology of events, see the key dates on the next page.


What type of authoritarian ruler was Saddam Hussein?

Some historians argue that Hussein ruled as a military dictator, blending Ba’athist ideology with personal autocracy. Others believe that his regime approached a totalitarian model, given its use of surveillance, purges and cult of personality (key term on page 27). While the army and party apparatus were central, power ultimately revolved around Hussein himself, whose use of force and patronage created a hybrid between military rule and personal monarchy.


[image: Saddam Hussein]



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Autocracy A system of government where a single person holds unlimited power.

Totalitarianism Centralized authoritarian rule.

Purge A brutal and systematic campaign of political repression to eliminate perceived enemies and consolidate power.






KEY DATES




	1921
	King Faisal I appointed king of Iraq by the UK



	1932
	Iraq granted independence by the UK



	1958
	Faisal II executed in a military coup; Abdul-Karim Qasim becomes ruler



	1963
	Qasim executed; Ba’ath Party rules briefly; Ba’ath Party outlawed



	1968
	Ba’athists overthrow the government and will rule until 2003; Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr becomes president; Hussein named vice president



	1972
	Hussein nationalizes the Iraqi Petroleum Company



	1973
	OPEC restricts oil production; Iraq’s oil revenue surges



	1974
	Shatt al-Arab Conflict with Iran; Second Iraq–Kurdish War



	1979
	Hussein takes presidency and purges Ba’ath Party



	1980–88
	Iran–Iraq War



	1982
	Assassination attempt on Hussein



	1988
	Anfal Campaign launched against Kurds



	1990
	Iraq invades Kuwait



	1991
	Iraq driven out of Kuwait and attacked by US-led forces; short-lived Shia and Kurdish revolts; USA imposes initial no-fly zone in northern Iraq



	1993
	Faith Campaign launched



	1994–98
	Iraqi–Kurdish Civil War between rival Kurdish political groups



	1995
	A referendum on Hussein’s rule received 99.96% voter support



	1996
	UN Oil-for-Food Programme begins



	2003
	USA and military coalition invade Iraq and arrest Hussein; Ba’ath Party rule ends



	2006
	Hussein executed










Saddam Hussein (1937–2006)


Saddam Hussein was born in poverty near Tikrit, Iraq. Joining the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party as a young man, he became involved in revolutionary politics, including a failed assassination attempt on Iraqi Prime Minister Abd al-Karim Qasim in 1959, after which he fled to Egypt before returning to Iraq.

He rose steadily within the Ba’athist regime, playing a key role in a 1968 coup and consolidating his influence until formally becoming president in 1979. Hussein’s authoritarian rule emerged from a mix of Arab nationalism, violent purges and manipulation of Iraq’s oil wealth. He maintained power through a comprehensive security apparatus, propaganda and the cultivation of a cult of personality, while rewarding loyalty and eliminating rivals.

His rule brought early gains in education, healthcare and infrastructure but also fostered repression, economic inequality and mass atrocities, such as the Anfal Campaign against the Kurds. The Iran–Iraq War (1980–88) and the invasion of Kuwait (1990) weakened Iraq, leading to devastating international sanctions. Though repeatedly challenged by uprisings and international pressure, his rule lasted until the 2003 US-led invasion, after which he was captured, tried and executed in 2006.








1 Why did the authoritarian rule of the Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein emerge in Iraq?




	•  Key question: What were the causes and consequences of unstable Iraqi governments from 1932 to 1968?






Authoritarian rule in independent Iraq was a legacy of British colonialism. The United Kingdom created Iraq out of the Ottoman Empire through the Sykes–Picot Agreement with France and the Treaties of Sèvres and Lausanne at the end of the First World War that were imposed on the defeated Ottomans. The British mandate of Iraq was theoretically under the control of the League of Nations, but it was under the UK in reality. The UK granted Iraq independence in 1932.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Ottoman Empire A vast multi-ethnic and multi-religious empire that controlled southeast Europe, north Africa and much of western Asia, including present-day Iraq. Governed by a sultan in Istanbul, it relied on centralized authority, military power and a complex administrative system, and lasted over 600 years before collapsing just after the First World War.

Treaties of Sèvres and Lausanne Treaties imposed on the Ottoman Empire in 1920 and 1923 that removed parts of the Middle East from Türkiye, including the territory that became Iraq, in addition to other provisions.

League of Nations A coalition of international governments founded at the end of the First World War, whose primary purpose was to promote international co-operation to ensure international peace and security.




Ideas, conflict, social and economic factors all played their part in the reasons for the emergence of authoritarian rule.



EXTENSION

Sykes–Picot Agreement

The Sykes–Picot Agreement (1916) was a secret deal between the UK and France, with Russian consent, to divide Ottoman-controlled lands in the Middle East after the First World War. The UK was allocated influence over Iraq and Palestine, while France gained control of Syria and Lebanon. The agreement ignored Arab aspirations for independence, promised by the UK during the war, and became a symbol of Western betrayal. Its legacy fuelled resentment and shaped modern Middle Eastern borders and conflicts.






[image: ] Based on Source A, to what extent do the borders of modern Iraq conform to those of the Ottoman Empire?






SOURCE A

Map indicating modern state borders of Iraq, as well as areas controlled by the Ottoman Empire


[image: Map showing Iraq and surrounding modern country borders, with shaded areas indicating territory controlled by the Ottoman Empire in the mid-19th century, including parts of present-day Iraq, Syria and neighbouring regions.]





Role of ideas



To what extent did competing ideologies lead to continuity and change in Iraq?




Many ideas played a role in the emergence of Hussein’s authoritarian rule, including Iraq’s authoritarian tradition, and government experimentation with versions of pan-Arabism and Iraqi nationalism.


Authoritarianism

Iraq had a long history of authoritarian governance before Hussein, which helped normalize centralized power as the foundation of political order. Under the Ottoman Empire, Iraq was ruled through appointed governors, military power and a hierarchical system that left little room for political participation of non-elites. After independence in 1932, Iraqi politics remained dominated by monarchs, military officers and strongmen who used coups, repression and patronage to maintain control. This legacy meant that authoritarian rule was familiar and expected in Iraq.



Pan-Arabism

Britain appointed King Faisal I as the head of state of Iraq in 1921. He worked to promote pan-Arabism. This was a challenge in a country where the majority of Shia Muslims looked culturally and religiously to Iran, also known as Persia in this era. There was also a large minority of ethnic Kurds who were not Arabs and did not speak Arabic; Kurds dominated northern areas of the country.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Pan-Arabism In its most simple form, a secular movement that promotes the unification of all Arabic-speaking people and countries into a single, unified nation-state.

Shia Muslims Followers of the branch of Islam that believes the descendants of Ali ibn Abi Talib are the prophet Muhammad’s rightful spiritual and political successors.

Baghdad Pact An alliance linking Iraq, Türkiye, Iran, Pakistan and the UK to limit Soviet influence in the Middle East.

Socialism A broad term that generally advocates for a more equal society with fewer economic divisions, state control and management of factories and trade, government support for education, healthcare and old-age pensions.

Imperialism Extending a state’s power and influence over other territories through colonisation, military force, economic dominance or by other means.






KEY FIGURE [image: ]

Faisal I (1883–1933) was born in Mecca and raised in Istanbul, and had never been to Iraq before he was made king. He had worked with the UK to defeat the Ottoman Empire during the First World War and his kingship was a reward for loyal service. Britain hoped he would bond the various ethnic and religious groups together into a functional, and loyal, British-controlled oil-rich state. He was succeeded by his eldest son when he died.




In 1958, the monarchy was overthrown. Faisal I’s grandson, King Faisal II, and his close family were executed by army officers. This coup occurred as a result of:


	•  continued links between the monarchy and the British government as best represented by the Baghdad Pact in 1955

	•  failure to address national poverty and inequality, as well as frustration that most land was owned by a few elites

	•  the army being inspired to take a political role, inspired by army officer Gamal Abdel Nasser’s overthrow of the Egyptian monarchy in 1952.





KEY FIGURE [image: ]

Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918–70) was an Egyptian army officer who became Egyptian president in 1956, after leading the 1952 coup that overthrew King Farouk of Egypt. He established an authoritarian regime rooted in Arab nationalism, socialism and anti-imperialism. Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal, championed land reform and expanded education and healthcare, though political freedoms were limited. A symbol of Arab unity, his leadership inspired regional movements.






Iraqi nationalism

Abdul-Karim Qasim, an army officer, became the ruler of Iraq. From 1959, he titled himself ‘The Sole Leader’. He promoted secular Iraqi nationalism, believing in national unity over ethnic, religious and language divisions. His policies led to the deportation of Persian Iraqis to Iran and to conflict with Kurds. Collaborating with the Iraqi Communist Party, his policies were inspired by socialism and led to economic reforms and land redistribution. This co-operation led to a revolt in 1963 against his government by a coalition of groups, including Ba’athists, military officers and other political opponents, supported by the US’s Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Secular Not connected to or influenced by religion.

Ba’athists Members of the Ba’ath political party that formed in Syria and Iraq that promoted pan-Arabism and Arab-socialism.

Central Intelligence Agency The primary overseas intelligence service in the USA.

Republic A form of government in which political authority rests with the people and their elected representatives, rather than being vested in a monarch or hereditary ruler.

Nationalists Those with a strong sense of loyalty and devotion to their country.

Arab-socialism An economic philosophy that promoted Arab national unity while reducing social inequalities in Arab society.

Planned economies An economy in which the government decides most or all production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.






KEY FIGURE [image: ]

Abdul-Karim Qasim (1914–63) was an Iraqi army officer who led the 1958 coup that overthrew the Iraqi monarchy, establishing a republic. As prime minister, he introduced land reforms, expanded education and pursued a pro-Iraq, non-aligned foreign policy. However, his rule became increasingly authoritarian, relying on the army and suppressing opposition. Divisions between communists, nationalists and Ba’athists weakened his regime, leading to his overthrow and execution in a 1963 coup.






Ba’athism

Ba’athism, the philosophy of Ba’athists, was first developed in Syria by Michel Aflaq, Zaki al-Arsuzi and Salah al-Din al-Bitar. It was pan-Arab, anti-imperialist and also promoted Arab-socialism. It promoted state ownership of mineral and natural resources for the good of all citizens and believed there should be planned economies, as well as land distribution to peasant farmers at the expense of major landowners. The Ba’ath Party split into Syrian and Iraqi factions.

Ba’athists violently ruled Iraq between February and November 1963, when they were overthrown and outlawed. They returned to power in 1968, overthrowing the government in the 17 July Revolution. One of the main leaders of the 17 July Revolution was Hussein.



KEY FIGURE [image: ]

Michel Aflaq (1910–89) was a Christian Syrian philosopher, sociologist and Arab nationalist, and a principal founder of Ba’athism. He promoted Arab nationalism, secularism and socialism. The Ba’ath Party was founded in 1947; Aflaq became its leader in 1954, later moving to Iraq in 1966 and serving as secretary-general until his death in 1989.







Social factors



To what extent did social factors affect governmental stability in Iraq?




Iraq’s social demographics were a factor in the emergence of Hussein’s rule.



[image: ] With reference to Source B, what might be one consequence of Iraq’s ethnic and religious diversity?






SOURCE B

An ethnic and religious map of Iraq


[image: Map of Iraq showing distribution of ethnic and religious groups, with regions colour-coded for majority populations and symbols marking minority groups across cities including Mosul, Baghdad and Basra.]


Long Description
Map of Iraq divided into regions representing majority ethnic and religious groups. Northern Iraq shows areas of Sunni Kurd populations, including around Mosul, Irbil and As Sulaymaniyah, with a smaller area near Sinjar marked for Yazidi presence. Central and western regions are largely Sunni Arab, while southern Iraq is predominantly Shia Arab, including areas around Baghdad and Basra. A mixed Sunni Arab and Shia Arab region appears in central Iraq. A small shaded area near Mandali indicates Feyli Kurd populations, and red markers show Turkmen communities in scattered locations. Symbols identify minority groups across the map, including Christians, Jewish communities, Mandaeans and Iranians. Major cities such as Mosul, Baghdad and Basra are labelled. Neighbouring countries including Türkiye, Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iran are shown, along with the Persian Gulf.






Religion

Religiously, Iraq was more than 95% Muslim. However, while over 60% of Muslims were Shia, the remainder were Sunni Muslims. The remaining 5% of religious groups in the 1960s were Mandaeans, Jews, Christians and Yazidis, with Christians being the largest of these minority religious groups.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Sunni Muslims The largest branch of Islam, Sunni Muslims believe that the prophet Muhammad was rightfully succeeded by leaders selected through community consensus. They emphasize following the prophet’s traditions (Sunnah) and teachings.






EXTENSION

Mandaeans

The Mandaeans are a small ethno-religious group originating in southern Iraq and southwestern Iran, practising an ancient religion centred on John the Baptist, baptismal rituals and dualistic beliefs in light versus darkness. They speak Mandaic, a dialect of Aramaic, in their religious services. In Iraq, they are traditionally artisans, jewellers and boat builders. Many left Iraq after the end of Hussein’s rule.






EXTENSION

Yazidis

The Yazidis are a Kurdish-speaking religious minority group from northern Iraq, whose faith blends ancient Mesopotamian beliefs with elements of Zoroastrianism, Islam and Christianity. Central to their religion is the worship of Melek Taus, the Peacock Angel. Yazidis faced repeated massacres in history which caused mass displacement, though they maintain strong cultural traditions and a deep connection to their ancestral homeland in northern Iraq.






Language

Ethnically, the country was very diverse, speaking many languages: 75% of Iraqis spoke Arabic and up to 20% of the population spoke Kurdish. Turkmen spoke a Turkik language and made up the third-largest ethnic group. The remainder included Assyrians, Armenians, Persians, Ghajar (Roma), Chaldeans and Mandaeans. Assyrians, Chaldeans and Mandaeans spoke neo-Aramaic languages.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Neo-Aramaic languages Modern descendants of the ancient Aramaic language, once the dominant language of the Middle East. Today, they are spoken mainly by Assyrian, Chaldean and Syriac Christian communities, as well as some Jewish and Mandaean groups, across Iraq, Syria, Iran and Türkiye.

Universal health coverage Free or heavily subsidized medical care provided by the government.






Urban–rural divide

Iraq was primarily agricultural at the time the Kingdom of Iraq was established. In 1920, only 20% of Iraq’s population was urban-based. With the growth of a centralized government and the oil industry, as well as impoverished, landless farmers looking for work in industrial and small businesses, urban growth rapidly increased. In 1968, over 54% of the population lived in urban areas, a growth of more than 150% in 30 years. This increased to over 65% in 1980, just 12 years later.



Social welfare

Hussein became vice president in 1968 (see page 16). In this capacity, he established many social welfare programmes. The ‘National Campaign to Eradicate Illiteracy’ and the ‘Compulsory Free Education in Iraq’ programmes led to major increases in literacy and free education in schools and universities. This was accomplished at the same time that universal health coverage was established, providing free medical care including medication. People with disabilities received government financial assistance.



[image: ] With reference to Source C, how do the authors define social progress in Iraq?






SOURCE C

Excerpt from Saddam Hussein: A Political Biography by Efraim Karsh and Inari Rautsi, 1991

Some of Saddam’s social projects were decidedly progressive. Major efforts were invested in education, including massive campaigns to eradicate illiteracy. Free education, from kindergarten to university, was hammered down by an official law and a special co-ordinating body for the eradication of illiteracy among the adult population was established. Laws for compulsory education of illiterate people were passed, stipulating strict punishments, including imprisonment for those who failed to attend classes. Heavy emphasis was also placed on the emancipation of women, including legislation ensuring equal pay and outlawing job discrimination on the basis of sex. The family law code, known as the Code of Personal Status, was similarly revised, rendering polygamy [having more than one wife or husband at the same time] more difficult to practice and expanding women’s freedom to choose to marry and to divorce. Women were allowed to enrol in the military and the party’s militia.







Role of conflict



How significant was the role of conflict in the rise of Saddam Hussein?




Conflict helped enable the rise of Hussein and the Ba’ath Party. The overthrow of the monarchy in 1958 by army factions led to a series of military-dominated governments through to 2003. The military coups in 1958 and 1963 were supported by the Ba’athists. Ba’athists were removed and outlawed shortly afterwards (see page 19), but they returned to power in yet another coup in 1968, led by Hussein in part. Hussein was named vice president in the new Ba’athist government with Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr as president.



KEY FIGURE [image: ]

Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr (1914–82) was a cousin of Hussein. He was an army officer who became prime minister of Iraq briefly after the Ba’athist coup of 1963. When the Ba’athists regained power in 1968, al-Bakr became president. He suffered a heart attack in 1976, after which Hussein took more of a leading role and succeeded him as president in 1979.




As vice president, Hussein had a leading role in the government and had wide-ranging powers over paramilitary units and state security. As al-Bakr’s health declined, Hussein accumulated increasing authority over the Ba’ath Party and state. Towards the end of al-Bakr’s presidency, Syrian and Iraqi Ba’athists worked to merge their parties and countries, partly as a response to Egypt and Israel signing the Camp David Accords. A merger would have strengthened them militarily and economically but would have meant shared power and the subordination of Hussein to Hafez al-Assad, president of Syria. With this threat to his future, Hussein acted and in July 1979, he forced al-Bakr to retire and took over the presidency.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Paramilitary A military force that is not part of the country’s official armed forces, typically violent and heavily armed.

Camp David Accords (1978) Negotiations between Egypt and Israel that led to a peace treaty between the two states.




On 22 July 1979, Hussein held a conference of the Ba’athist leadership. In the meeting, he accused those who opposed his presidency of being part of a Syrian plot to take control of the party and therefore Iraq. The names of 68 members were read out and each was led out of the meeting, arrested and tried; 22 were executed. Hussein was now in full control of the party and state. Nevertheless, party leaders from the period before Hussein’s presidency were replaced over the next few years, ensuring unrivalled support for his policies and personal rule.



TOK

Historians offer different explanations for Hussein’s rise. Some historians point to colonialism, while others emphasize Ba’athist ideology or his use of force. Each argument relies on a particular selection and interpretation of sources. Given this, consider how historians can judge when evidence is adequate. (Perspectives, Methods and tools.)






EXAM PRACTICE

Paper 2, Section A (6 marks)

Analyse how historical actors can cause change. Use one example from your thematic study to support your response.






ATL


Thinking skills

Create a cause-and-effect chart outlining how social divisions, Ba’athist ideology, economic instability and conflict contributed to Hussein’s rise. Rank these factors by importance and justify your reasoning in a brief written reflection.

This activity encourages higher-order thinking by prompting students to question assumptions, weigh the significance of different causes, and reflect on how ideology and circumstance combined to produce authoritarian rule.








Economic factors



How significant were economic factors in the emergence of the rule of Saddam Hussein?




As vice president, Hussein took responsibility for Iraq’s economic development. In June 1972, he nationalized the Iraqi Petroleum Company. The company was previously primarily owned by a consortium of British, Dutch, French and American oil companies. As a result of this act, Iraq held the vast majority share in oil profits which previously had gone to international companies and their shareholders. This strengthened the country economically and Hussein politically, increasing his popularity in the party and the country.

In 1973, oil-producing Middle Eastern countries restricted oil production as a result of the October War between Israel, Egypt and Syria. With rapidly increased oil prices, Iraqi oil revenues rose over 100% in 1973 and a further 80% in 1974. Oil prices continued to increase through the 1970s, although at lower percentages. This revenue allowed Hussein to strengthen Iraq’s economy.



[image: ] KEY TERM

October War A war in 1973 in which Egypt and Syria attacked Israel in order to regain territory seized by Israel in the 1967 Six-Day War, including the Sinai Peninsula and the Golan Heights.




Hussein invested in road building and electricity production. Agriculture was increasingly mechanized to yield maximum results, freeing agricultural workers for industrial work in the cities. State-owned lands were distributed to farmers to increase production and banks were nationalized. Petrochemical, fertilizer and synthetic textile industries, all based on oil production, were developed to expand exports and reduce imports.



ACTIVITY [image: ]

Cause and consequence


	1  Explain in 3–4 sentences how each of the following contributed to political instability:

	•  British colonialism

	•  shifting borders

	•  social and economic factors

	•  competing ideologies (pan-Arabism, Iraqi nationalism, Ba’athism).





	2  Then, in 2–3 sentences, connect this instability to the emergence of Hussein’s authoritarian rule.








CONCEPT SPOTLIGHT [image: ]

Cause and consequence

The emergence of Hussein’s authoritarian rule was the result of multiple interconnected causes, including political instability after the 1968 Ba’athist coup, conflict within the Ba’ath Party, an authoritarian tradition dating back to the Ottoman Empire, Iraqi nationalism, pan-Arabism and repeated military interventions in government, all of which created an environment where a strong leader could dominate. Once in power, Hussein’s 1979 purge of party rivals was a deliberate action to remove threats (cause) and consolidate power. The consequence of these causes was the creation of a highly centralized, authoritarian state in which Hussein could govern with near-total control over politics, the military and society. This shows how specific actions by historical actors can trigger long-term consequences in a broader political context.







2 How was the authoritarian rule of the Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein maintained?




	•  Key question: To what extent did the Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein effectively maintain their authority from 1968 to 2003?






Hussein and the Ba’athists remained in power through a variety of methods. These included carefully managing elections to representative bodies, using force when needed and employing effective propaganda.


Legal methods



How might historians develop different perspectives on the importance of legal methods regarding the maintenance of Hussein’s rule?




By 1975, historians recognized that Hussein was the de facto ruler of Iraq as President al-Bakr was in poor health. Over the course of years, he had consolidated his authority by taking over the Ba’ath Party and security organizations.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

De facto ruler Ruler in reality, even if not legally.

Revolutionary Command Council The Revolutionary Command Council was the supreme executive and legislative body that held absolute power in Ba’athist Iraq from the 1968 coup until its dissolution in 2003.





Revolutionary Command Council

The Ba’ath Party concentrated all power in a small group inside the all-powerful Revolutionary Command Council (RCC). The RCC made all laws, approved the government’s budgets and decided on issues of war and peace. In short, it led the government and its leader was, secondarily, the president of Iraq.

Between 1968 and 1979, Hussein slowly increased his power inside the RCC by appointing friends and family into key positions, including within security organizations. In 1973, the Ba’athist director of internal security attempted to overthrow al-Bakr’s government. The coup failed, but it presented Hussein with an opportunity to purge security forces and replace them with friends and family, further consolidating his control. Hussein took control of:


	•  the General Security Directorate, which monitored Iraqi opposition groups and the public

	•  the General Military Intelligence security organization, which spied on the armed forces, looking for dissent within the ranks

	•  the Iraqi Intelligence Service, which was responsible for gathering information on other countries and their attempts to spy on Iraq.



Hussein took control of the RCC and ran government on a daily basis by 1975, which meant setting the agendas of both as well as making party and state decisions.


Hussein becomes president, 1979

It is important to note that Hussein legally held power in accordance with Iraqi law. As vice president, he had legal authority over state security organizations, the economy, education, healthcare and other areas of government concern. In 1979, he legally and officially replaced al-Bakr as president. Even during the Ba’ath Party purge that occurred shortly afterwards, he ensured that the condemned were given trials, often televised to indicate their legality, as well as their brutality. In accordance with the law, as president, Hussein ruled by decree, controlled the armed forces and made all decisions regarding war and peace.




Elections

Ba’ath Party rule from 1968 through to 1995 did not include presidential elections. In a referendum in 1995, 99.96% of voters allegedly voted to continue Hussein’s rule. A 2002 referendum on Hussein’s continued rule resulted in an improbable 100% support with 100% voter turnout.

Parliamentary elections did take place, but they were carefully controlled. All candidates were first approved by the government to ensure that Ba’athists would dominate and any independent candidates would support Ba’athist policies and rule. In the 2000 elections, for example, Ba’athists won 165 seats, while independents won 55 seats and the government appointed a further 30.



[image: ] Explain how the content of Source D can be used to answer how Hussein’s authoritarian rule was maintained. What is the significance of Source D for someone studying the government of Iraq under Hussein?






SOURCE D

Iraq parliamentary elections, 1980–2000




	Election year
	Ba’ath Party seats
	Government-appointed members
	Non-Ba’ath Party seats





	1980
	187
	 
	63



	1984
	183
	67



	1989
	207
	43



	1996
	161
	30
	89



	2000
	165
	30
	55








Hussein’s powers increased, although ultimately his power stemmed from the RCC, which he dominated. As president, he had command of the armed forces, had the right to rule by decree and could initiate and approve laws in co-operation with the parliament. In reality, Hussein’s power was greater than the law indicated, as he controlled the parliament, courts and security organizations.




Use of force



To what extent was the use of force a significant factor in Hussein maintaining his authority?




In July 1979, Hussein immediately moved against rivals within the Ba’ath Party (see page 22) to help him assume full control. As president, he used force to maintain this position. Many Iraqis experienced torture and between 250,000 and 500,000 died due to state repression, including targeted executions, mass killings and campaigns.


Republican Guard

The Republican Guard, established in 1969 and expanded during the Iran–Iraq War, was Hussein’s most loyal and powerful military unit and received the best weapons, pay and privileges. The Guard was deployed against Iraq’s own citizens, notably in crushing the 1991 uprisings in the south and north, where tens of thousands of Shia and Kurds were killed (see page 41). By ensuring the Guard’s loyalty through patronage and privilege, Hussein secured a powerful tool of internal repression.



Secret police and intelligence

Hussein’s multiple intelligence agencies created a vast surveillance network. Agents infiltrated universities, workplaces and neighbourhoods, while ordinary Iraqis were encouraged or coerced to inform on one another. Fear of betrayal meant even private conversations were potentially dangerous. These agencies carried out assassinations against Iraqis in the country and abroad, eliminating dissidents in exile. This helped maintain Hussein’s authority.



Fear and torture

Fear was central to Hussein’s control of the country. Security services such as the Mukhabarat used torture, including beatings, electric shocks, amputations, acid baths and more. Detainees were often forced to watch relatives being tortured or killed to end opposition to Hussein. Torture sessions extracted confessions and created a sense of total helplessness. Wide knowledge of these practices spread terror far beyond prison walls, ensuring Iraqis complied with state authority out of fear. Tens of thousands were subjected to torture in prisons. Hussein’s government used collective punishment so that the actions of a single person led to the punishment of an entire family, village or even district, such as at Dujail in 1982 (see page 40).



[image: ] KEY TERMS

Mukhabarat Iraq’s main intelligence and secret police agency under Hussein.

Collective punishment When a group of people is punished for the actions of one or more individuals, regardless of each member’s personal involvement or guilt. Often used by authoritarian states or occupying forces, it aims to deter dissent or resistance through fear.






Imprisonment

Prisons became symbols of repression with the most notorious being Abu Ghraib. Thousands of political opponents, suspected conspirators and family members of those accused were detained without trial. Between 250,000 and 400,000 Iraqis were detained for political reasons during Hussein’s rule, including Shia, Kurds, communists, Ba’athist rivals and dissidents. Prisoners endured starvation, overcrowding and daily abuse. Executions were often carried out inside prisons and publicly announced to amplify fear. Entire communities knew that challenging Hussein risked indefinite imprisonment. The threat of arrest and imprisonment eliminated organized opposition and discouraged all resistance.



EXTENSION

Abu Ghraib

Abu Ghraib was a prison in Iraq, which became notorious under both Hussein and the US occupation after 2003. Under Hussein, it was a site of political repression, where thousands of prisoners faced torture, execution and inhumane conditions. After the 2003 US-led invasion, the prison was used to detain suspected rebels. In 2004, reports and images revealed severe abuses by US personnel, including physical and psychological torture, humiliations and deaths, sparking international outrage and highlighting failures in prisoner oversight and accountability.







Propaganda



How effective was Hussein’s use of propaganda?




Hussein’s cult of personality worked to establish him as the unquestionable leader of Iraq. It permeated every aspect of Iraqi society, from public spaces and media to education and art. The goal was to instil absolute loyalty, fear and reverence for Hussein, blurring the lines between the leader, the state and the nation itself.



[image: ] Which symbols and images in Source E depict the historical concepts of continuity and change? How was this accomplished?






SOURCE E

Mural in Iraq depicting Hussein beside Hammurabi, an ancient ruler from the region of what is today Iraq, outside ancient Babylon, where Hammurabi rides a chariot


[image: Mural showing Saddam Hussein beside Hammurabi against a backdrop of ancient Babylon, with Hammurabi depicted riding a chariot drawn by horses, alongside figures, symbols and a weapon representing power and heritage.]






[image: ] KEY TERMS

Cult of personality Deliberate use of propaganda to create an idealized, heroic, infallible image of a leader.

Babylon An ancient city-state, famous as the capital of the Babylonian Empire. It was a major centre of trade, culture, law and astronomy, renowned for its impressive architecture, including the legendary Hanging Gardens, as well as the Code of Hammurabi, one of the earliest written legal codes.




Statues and busts of Hussein were erected in virtually every city, town and village across Iraq. He was depicted wearing military uniforms, traditional Arab costume and even Western suits to appeal to everyone and project an image of strength, wisdom and modernity. Hussein’s portrait was found in all government buildings, shops, schools, hospitals and airports. Most people also hung his portrait in their homes to display their loyalty to the state and its leader. The portraits showed him in various roles, including as a benevolent father figure, a wise international statesman and as a pious Muslim.

Sometimes he was depicted with historical Arab figures to connect his legacy to a glorious past, such as Salah ad-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub, also known as Saladin, an ethnic Kurd who defeated the Crusader States in the 12th century and united large sections of the Middle East. Hussein’s picture was depicted on all denominations of currency and postage stamps, ensuring that he was present in everyone’s daily lives.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Crusader States European Christian states in the Middle East that existed from the end of the 11th century into the 13th century in some cases.






[image: ] Continuity and change are historical concepts. How are these represented in this stamp in Source F with regards to Hussein’s rule? What symbols possibly indicate continuity and change?






SOURCE F

An Iraqi stamp published in 1985, celebrating Hussein’s birthday


[image: Postage stamp from Iraq issued in 1985 showing Saddam Hussein wearing a beret, with decorative flowers, a candle and text marking the forty eighth anniversary of his birthday and denomination of 100 fils.]




The Ba’ath Party kept total control of all newspapers, radio and television. All media perpetuated government propaganda and the news focused on Hussein’s activities and achievements, real or exaggerated. The media often gave him titles, including ‘The Victorious’, ‘The Leader-President’ and ‘Father of the Nation’. During televised mass rallies and parades, citizens were compelled to chant supportive slogans and express loyalty to Hussein.

Schools and buildings were key in the promotion of Hussein’s cult of personality. Textbooks glorified his achievements and instilled the requirement of unquestioning obedience to the regime. Slogans, songs and poems were created and taught in schools to glorify Hussein and he was revered as the national hero of all Iraqis. Schools, streets, squares, buildings, airports and even children were named Saddam Hussein to honour him.



[image: ] Analyse how the context of Source G influences how it can be used to answer how Hussein’s authoritarian rule was maintained.






SOURCE G

Excerpt from Saddam Hussein’s Iraq by James R Arnold, 2009

When Saddam Hussein became president of Iraq in 1979, his goal was to create a … one-party state based on his own cult of personality. From 1979 until his flight from Baghdad in 2003, every Iraqi institution worked to magnify his achievements. Iraqi television news broadcasts began each night with a scene of victorious soldiers and bursting fireworks accompanied by what Iraqis called the Saddam song:

Oh Saddam, our victorious

Oh Saddam, our beloved;

You carry the nation’s dawn

Between your eyes.

Oh Saddam, everything is good

With you.




The Ba’ath Party was secular in its origins. In fact, one of the main founders was a Christian, Michael Aflaq (see page 19). Nevertheless, the Iraqi Ba’ath Party increasingly used religious imagery (see page 31) and rhetoric in the later years of Hussein’s rule to appeal to conservative Muslims. Hussein began funding mosque construction and publicly engaged in religious practices, including a well-publicized pilgrimage to Mecca in 1988.

Expressing any form of dissent or failing to display the required level of admiration for Hussein could lead to social isolation and suspicion from neighbours and colleagues, who were eager to avoid suspicion themselves or even genuinely supported him. Individuals who did not actively participate in the cult of personality or show sufficient enthusiasm could face discrimination in employment, education and access to state resources.



ATL


Research skills

Conduct a short source investigation using extracts from Hussein’s speeches, Ba’ath Party propaganda and legal decrees. Assess each source’s context, reliability, audience and purpose, then write a concise, referenced analysis of how these instruments sustained control.

This task strengthens research skills by developing students’ ability to select, evaluate and reference historical sources while recognising bias and manipulation in authoritarian regimes.








TOK

Hussein maintained power not only through force but also by rewriting Iraq’s history to portray himself as the rightful successor of ancient Mesopotamian kings and Islamic heroes, like Saladin. State-controlled education and propaganda erased minority narratives and reframed his military actions as part of a grand national legacy. Historians must consider how such actions obscure, manipulate or replace factual records. Do historians have a moral responsibility to try to ensure that history is not misused and distorted by people for their own ends? (Ethics, Scope.)






Popular support



To what extent did Saddam Hussein enjoy popular support?




The extent to which Hussein was genuinely popular is a debated topic. He certainly worked to develop and promote a cult of personality and rewarded loyalty with power, money and status. Hussein’s popularity was tied to Iraq’s economy, international success and internal policies, many of which later led to resentment and revolt (see page 41). As Iraq was a single-party state, with occasional, tightly-controlled referenda and parliamentary elections, historians can only analyse scant evidence to determine his popularity.



EXTENSION

Underground resistance groups

Underground resistance to Hussein included secret networks, both inside Iraq and among the Iraqi population elsewhere. Within Iraq, Shia Islamist groups, communists and secular nationalists organized protests, intelligence sharing and guerrilla activities. Kurdish groups, like the KDP and PUK (see page 42), also conducted operations in the north. Abroad, exiled Iraqis co-ordinated political lobbying, propaganda and fundraising to support internal resistance. These underground networks faced severe repression, but they maintained some opposition to Hussein’s rule (see page 41), preserving dissident voices in an atmosphere of surveillance and suppression.




With a massive rise in state and personal income as the result of rising oil revenues, in the 1970s there was little criticism of Hussein, both within and outside the Ba’ath Party. His pan-Arab stance and support of Palestinian independence was popular both within Iraq and across the broader Arabic-speaking world. Economic prosperity contributed to his popularity, as well as significant improvements in education and healthcare (see page 21).


Iranian Revolution

One way that the popularity of Hussein’s government can be measured is through the effect of the Iranian Revolution and subsequent conflicts. The majority of Iraq’s population was Shia, as in Iran. When the Iranian Revolution in 1979 created a Shia theocracy, Hussein’s Sunni-dominated government feared that Shia Muslims would be inspired to revolt and join Iran. This did not happen. In fact, the majority of the government and armed forces were composed of members of the Shia community and they remained loyal. Dissident groups like the Dawa Party (see page 40) did form, but these were in the minority and most Iraqis either continued to support Hussein or at least did not resist the government through to 1991.



EXTENSION

Iranian Revolution, 1979

The Iranian Revolution of 1979 overthrew Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi’s monarchy and established a theocratic Islamic Republic under the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Widespread discontent with authoritarian rule, repression, corruption, rapid and uneven modernization, and Western influence fuelled mass protests across all social classes. Secular, leftist and Islamist groups initially united against the Shah, but Islamists soon dominated. The revolution ended over 2,500 years of monarchy, replaced pro-Western policies with anti-Western rhetoric and reshaped regional politics. Many states around the Persian Gulf, including Kuwait, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, feared the spread of revolution to their Shia populations; however, this did not occur.






[image: ] KEY TERMS

Shah Persian term meaning ‘king’ or ‘emperor’.

First Gulf War A war between Iraq and a US-led international military coalition in late 1990 and early 1991 that began when Iraq invaded Kuwait.

Embargo A state-organized ban on trade focused on a particular country or countries.






EXAM PRACTICE

Paper 2, Section B, Part (a) (4 marks)

Explain how popular support was used to maintain authoritarian rule. Use one example from your thematic study in your response.






Decline of popular support

In 1990, Hussein ordered the invasion of Kuwait, launching the First Gulf War. While the invasion of Kuwait may have initially been popular, its effects, especially the embargo, led to a decline in Hussein’s popular support.


First Gulf War, 1990–1

It is likely that the invasion of Kuwait in 1990 was popular on some level with the Iraqi population because many believed Kuwait:


	•  benefited from the Iran–Iraq War because Iraq had done all the fighting and suffered severe damage

	•  was an Iraqi province separated from the country by British colonial policy

	•  should forgive the billions of dollars that were loaned to Iraq during the war as Iraq’s efforts prevented the Iranian Revolution from spreading to Shia Muslims in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain

	•  deliberately overproduced oil (a form of economic sabotage), which lowered world oil prices and caused Iraq to lose critical revenue needed for reconstruction after the Iran–Iraq War

	•  was stealing oil through slant drilling along their shared border.





[image: ] Examine how the perspective of this source can be used to answer how Hussein’s authoritarian rule was maintained. According to Source H, to what extent was the invasion of Kuwait popular in Iraq?






SOURCE H

Excerpt from ‘Baghdad Residents Condemn 1990 Kuwait Invasion’ by Richard Burkholder, 2003

When Iraq launched its invasion of Kuwait, the move appeared to be broadly popular with the Iraqi public – though images of supportive demonstrations were all but inevitable in a regime in which disloyalty was punishable by death. Internally, Hussein’s regime portrayed the invasion as a righting of past wrongs, asserting that the neighbouring Gulf state’s territory, no less than its oil reserves, belonged rightfully to Iraq.






EXTENSION

Iran–Iraq War

The Iran–Iraq War (1980–8) was a conflict that began due to Hussein’s invasion of Iran, aiming to seize disputed borderlands and limit the influence of Iran’s Islamic Revolution (see page 30). It became one of the 20th century’s longest wars, marked by trench warfare, chemical weapons and heavy civilian casualties. Neither side achieved a decisive victory, and the war ended in stalemate with UN Resolution 598. The conflict devastated both economies, deepened tensions and left lasting political, social and regional instability in the Middle East.




The First Gulf War led to a major Iraqi defeat and crushing economic sanctions (see page 33) which reduced support for Hussein.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Sanctions Measures against a state or group of states by other states to address violations of international law or threats to peace, usually in the form of bans on trade or the sale of certain goods.






[image: ] What was the effect of economic sanctions on Iraq according to Source I?






SOURCE I

Excerpt from Shoot an Iraqi: Art, Life and Resistance Under the Gun by Wafaa Bilal, 2008

Saddam’s popularity plummeted during the embargo imposed after the Kuwait invasion. With the embargo, he no longer had the boundless wealth to bestow favors and gifts so freely; only his most powerful and loyal devotees could be coddled.






Appeal to Sunni conservatives

Hussein’s popularity suffered in the period after this failed war, leading to a short-lived revolt across the country indicating widespread dissatisfaction (see page 40). He worked to reinforce his authority by appealing to conservative, religious Sunni Iraqis and initiated the Faith Campaign (see page 35) which further undermined his popularity with many Shia Iraqis.



[image: ] According to Source J, from where did Hussein believe threats to his rule would come?






SOURCE J

Excerpt from Saddam Hussein’s Ba’th Party: Inside an Authoritarian Regime by Joseph Sassoon, 2012

Saddam Hussein was always acutely aware that the people closest to him had the greatest ability to inflict harm: ‘Near the tsar [ruler], near to death’. In his semi-autobiographical book rijal wa madina, Saddam Hussein wrote that ‘he who is not alert, even with a long stick, the dogs will covet him and bite him’. [Saddam] knew that treachery could arise within [his] inner circles, and [he]understood the need for special guards and organizations that [he] personally controlled, who would be more loyal than [his] closest associates but would remain carefully segregated from [his] inner circles.






ACTIVITY [image: ]

Significance


	1  Using the text and sources in this section, identify three examples of how Hussein used legal methods, propaganda, force and popular support to maintain his rule.

	2  For each method, write 2–3 sentences explaining why it was an effective method to maintain his rule.

	3  Now compare and contrast two of these methods to determine which was more significant for the maintenance of Hussein’s rule (e.g. force versus legal methods).








CONCEPT SPOTLIGHT [image: ]

Significance

Hussein maintained his rule through a combination of fear, loyalty and state institutions, making his methods historically significant to understanding processes and systems that can lead to authoritarian control. The Republican Guard, Mukhabarat, and paramilitary groups like Fedayeen Saddam (see page 45) ensured repression of opposition, while propaganda and patronage secured loyalty from key elites. His reliance on violence and rewards shaped Iraqi society and politics for decades. These strategies reveal how leaders use methods other than elections or formal structures to maintain power, and the significance of their specific actions on the outcome of their rule.









3 How did Saddam Hussein’s authoritarian rule affect people’s lives?




	•  Key question: To what extent were people’s lives affected by Saddam Hussein’s rule?






The rule of Hussein and the Ba’athists greatly affected people’s lives economically and socially. Women’s experiences and those belonging to marginalized groups were varied and complex.


Economic effects



What were the most significant economic consequences of Saddam Hussein’s rule?




Iraq’s economy in the 1970s prospered as it was built on increasing oil wealth (see page 23). In 1980, the Iran–Iraq War began (see page 46). The war devastated Iraq’s economy and depleted Iraq’s international currency reserves which allowed essential imported goods. Government borrowing to pay for imports, including weapons and supplies to fight the war, led to massive international debt. State resources were diverted from social development projects, such as housing, education and infrastructure, to the war effort. Per capita income fell as a result of the war. Income averaged 3,850 USD per person in 1980, but it had fallen 30% by 1981. Average income did not surpass 1980 levels until 1990, after the war concluded. Prices surged, partly as a result of taxes to generate government income to pay for the war and imports, meaning Iraqis had far less purchasing power.


Sanctions, 1991

In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait (see page 47). The United Nations imposed sanctions on Iraq in 1991 for violating international law through war. The initial sanctions included:


	•  a ban on importing and exporting most goods except for some medicines and food

	•  a ban on international financial transactions with Iraq

	•  a freeze on all Iraqi money and property outside of Iraq, such as bank accounts

	•  a ban on oil exports.



The UN also required Iraq to compensate Kuwait for all loss, damage and injuries that were a result of the war, returning any stolen property. Iraq also had to repay Kuwait for money borrowed during the Iran–Iraq War.

The sanctions led to a severe drop in gross domestic product (GDP). In 1990, GDP was 44.36 billion USD, dropping to 9 billion USD in 1995. In this period, Iraq lost 170 billion USD in oil revenue as it was not allowed to sell its oil in international markets. Per capita income in Iraq in 1990 was over 10,000 USD per person as a result of rising oil prices and increased output, with oil infrastructure repairs after the conclusion of the Iran–Iraq War in 1988. In 1991, however, per capita income collapsed to only 23 USD per person as the result of sanctions.

Sanctions also led to an immediate shortage of food, medicine and many other goods. The state rationed all imported supplies. Those individuals loyal to Hussein and his government, including his family, were allowed access to these imports and could sell them for profit. This was done in order to maintain the loyalty of key individuals to Hussein.



[image: ] KEY TERMS

United Nations An international organization founded in the aftermath of the Second World War to promote peace, security, co-operation and human rights among member states.

Gross domestic product (GDP) Total market value of all the final goods and services produced by a country in a year.





Improved conditions, 1996

Conditions improved slightly from 1996, when Iraq agreed to work with the United Nations to sell some oil in exchange for certain goods, including food and medicine. The UN’s Oil-for-Food Programme kept many sanctions in place, but it tried to reduce the stress of economic sanctions on regular citizens.

Part of the Oil-for-Food Programme provided compensation to Kuwait for the 1990 invasion by Iraq, while the majority of the revenue generated went to supply goods. Over the course of the programme, 54 billion USD worth of oil was sold, with 46 billion USD of this income being used to purchase food, medicine and other supplies.



EXTENSION

UN Oil-for-Food Programme

The UN Oil-for-Food Programme (1995–2003) was established to allow Iraq to sell limited amounts of oil in exchange for food, medicine and humanitarian supplies while under strict UN sanctions imposed after the 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The programme aimed to ease civilian suffering caused by shortages while preventing Hussein from using oil revenues to rebuild military power. Though it improved access to essentials for many Iraqis, it was plagued by corruption, inefficiency and manipulation, and ultimately ended after the 2003 US-led invasion.




The Oil-For-Food Programme actually enhanced the government’s power over the economy as it now controlled all imports and their distribution. Increasingly, people relied on the government to meet their basic needs as they could no longer afford to do so (see below). Sanctions also allowed the government to blame international powers for all problems, rallying nationalism and a sense of unity to survive external pressure.



Currency devaluation

The value of Iraq’s currency was severely affected by external conflicts and sanctions. In 1980, for example, 1 Iraqi dinar was worth over 3 USD. This remained essentially unchanged until international sanctions were applied after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. By the end of 1991, Iraq’s currency was up to 650 Iraqi dinars to 1 USD. By 1996, with the start of the UN’s Oil-for-Food Programme, the currency was valued at approximately 410 dinars per USD. By 2000, this rate climbed to approximately 2,000 dinars per USD and by early 2003, it was at about 4,000 dinars per USD. The devaluation of the currency meant that prices for all goods, especially imports, skyrocketed and that savings in dinars depreciated rapidly, becoming a fraction of their original value. This led to reduced income, reduced spending and a significant decrease in the standard of living for most people.

Government employees did not have inflation-adjusted salaries. This meant that teachers, officials and other government workers often earned the equivalent of 3 USD per month. This led to rampant poverty and hunger, causing many to seek multiple jobs, beg in the streets or move to other countries. In addition, many men had been killed in the Iran–Iraq War and the First Gulf War, most of whom were the main source of family income. This increased poverty and forced many women to seek work outside the home in desperation.



[image: ] KEY TERM

Inflation A sustained increase in the general price level of goods and services, resulting in a decrease in money’s purchasing power or value.






SOURCE K

Iraq per capita income in USD, 1979–2003




	Year
	Per capita income (USD)





	1979
	  2,858



	1980
	  3,850



	1981
	  2,689



	1982
	  2,929



	1983
	  2,732



	1984
	  3,052



	1985
	  3,074



	1986
	  2,927



	1987
	  3,421



	1988
	  3,690



	1989
	  3,774



	1990
	10,217



	1991
	       23



	1992
	       30



	1993
	       53



	1994
	     197



	1995
	     616



	1996
	     482



	1997
	     930



	1998
	     894



	1999
	  1,548



	2000
	  1,964



	2001
	  1,423



	2002
	  1,254



	2003
	     810










[image: ] Explain how the content of Source K can be used to answer how authoritarian rule affected people’s lives.








Social effects



How significant were the social effects of Saddam Hussein’s rule on the people of Iraq?




Hussein’s rise to power was partially the result of his success in changing the lives of many Iraqis through expanding education and healthcare. Many of these social effects were affected by foreign policy events, which in turn led to the adoption of non-secular programmes and laws.


Education

Trends that began with Hussein as vice president continued after he assumed the presidency in 1979. Literacy continued to increase through mass campaigns. By 1987, approximately 75% of all adults were able to read and write, a major increase from 50% in 1980. However, many teachers were enrolled in the army and were sent to fight in the Iran–Iraq War. This disrupted the education system, as did the destruction of schools and universities in the fighting. Furthermore, economic sanctions in 1991 caused the government to cut funding to education out of financial necessity, reducing literacy to less than 50% by the late 1990s. Many students left school early in order to find work to help feed their families. Sanctions prevented the development and use of education technology, including computers and internet services.



Healthcare

The healthcare system, which was greatly enhanced through oil money in the 1970s, was greatly affected by the Iran–Iraq War and the First Gulf War and subsequent international sanctions. Doctors and nurses were drafted for military service and medicines and supplies were diverted to treat both military personnel and civilians injured in the war. In eastern and southern Iraq, hospitals were destroyed and other medical facilities were neglected as a result of the diversion of funding to the military. Shortages of food and medical supplies negatively affected the health of Iraq’s population.

Things became far worse from 1991 onwards. Sanctions prevented imports of medicine and medical equipment. Raw materials needed for local pharmaceutical products could not be imported, further adding to the collapse of healthcare. With sanctions on chemicals and equipment, sanitation systems and vaccination campaigns broke down, leaving the population more vulnerable to disease. Many in the medical field left the profession in order to find jobs to help their families survive, further affecting national health. At the height of the crisis, some doctors earned less than 2 USD per month.



ATL


Communication skills

Write a front-page newspaper article (300–350 words) as if reporting during a major event under Hussein’s rule, such as the 1991 uprisings or Kurdish repression. Use factual evidence and direct quotations to portray the impact on ordinary Iraqis, while reflecting on how journalists navigated censorship.

This exercise refines communication skills by combining clear, structured writing with critical awareness of perspective, tone and the challenges of reporting under








Faith Campaign, 1993



	•  constructed and renovated mosques

	•  increased religious programming on television and radio

	•  expanded religious curricula in schools

	•  supported religious pilgrimages

	•  suppressed gambling and alcohol consumption

	•  promoted conservative dress for women

	•  altered laws that affected women’s equality (see page 37).





















Women’s experiences









	•  over 45% of teachers

	•  70% of pharmacists

	•  almost 30% of doctors

	•  50% of dentists.




















Impact of wars and sanctions on women






Marginalized groups’ experiences









Shia Muslims











Kurds











Feyli Kurds





Smaller religious communities






































	1  Using the text and sources in this section, identify two ways Hussein positively and negatively affected the lives of ordinary Iraqis.

	2  Using examples from the text, choose one group (e.g. women, Kurds, Shia, etc.) and determine whether his rule was more positive or negative, and why.


















4 How was Saddam Hussein’s authoritarian rule challenged?




	•  Key question: What was the significance of challenges to Saddam Hussein’s rule?








Internal opposition









Sons-in-law





Popular resistance









Shia resistance




The 1991 revolt




























Kurdish resistance












Kurdish factions












Anfal Campaign, 1988



















Iraq–Kurdish War, 1994




















	•  prevented the PKK from operating in northern Iraq

	•  prevented regular Iraqi forces in northern Iraq

	•  required the sharing of resources between the two parties

	•  implemented the UN Oil-for-Food Programme (see page 34)

	•  promised US support against any Ba’athist attack.








Impact of policies










Corruption











	•  building over 80 palaces for himself and his family

	•  earning up to 1.7 billion USD in bribes from the UN’s Oil-for-Food Programme

	•  distributing seized lands, homes and assets of opponents to loyal Ba’ath Party members

	•  appointing loyalists to key government positions and industries, ignoring more qualified and experienced individuals

	•  enriching loyal tribal leaders

	•  licensing only the businesses of those loyal to the Ba’ath Party – licenses obtain often through bribery.




















External threats









Iran–Iraq War, 1980–8




	•  a desire to seize Iranian territory, especially areas with Arabic-speaking populations near the Iraq border that also contained oil fields

	•  preventing the spread of any Shia rebellion to Shia-majority Iraq and containing it within Iran

	•  a desire to replace Iran as the pre-eminent military and political power on the Persian (or Arabian) Gulf and become the strongest Arab power in the region, replacing Egypt

	•  the belief that defeating Iran would make him the pre-eminent Ba’athist leader, supplanting Hafez al-Assad of Syria

	•  a desire for complete control over the Shatt al-Arab waterway

	•  the wish to strengthen his own position as president and head of the Ba’ath Party after his 1979 Ba’ath Party purge.







	•  a large, battle-hardened military with modern equipment

	•  massive national debt, primarily owed to Kuwait and Saudi Arabia

	•  destroyed cities and oil infrastructure.






Syria






First Gulf War, 1990–91




	•  severe economic sanctions (see page 33)

	•  Shia and Kurdish revolts throughout Iraq (see pages 41–42)

	•  no-fly zones imposed by the USA and other countries (see page 44)

	•  the establishment of a de facto independent state in Iraq’s north (see page 43)

	•  the Faith Campaign in 1993 (see page 35), as Hussein needed to appeal to new sources of support.














[image: Abandoned Iraqi T-62 tank in desert during early 1991, with burning oil wells in the background sending large flames and thick black smoke into the sky.]






The USA




















Second Gulf War, 2003




























	1  Identify three major challenges to Hussein’s rule. For each challenge, write a short paragraph explaining what happened and why it threatened his power.

	2  Next, in a second short paragraph, analyse which challenges were most effective and why Hussein was able to survive some but not others. Include at least one specific example, such as the 1991 Shia revolt, the Anfal Campaign or the 2003 US invasion.
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