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Many times

My heart grows heavy

Waiting for the courage

Alone in the light

The weary-looking faithful

I wonder if God remembers me

Assume the absence of struggle

Without even the courtesy of light

A boundary dressed in mercy

These walls of waiting

Leadership is not a crown of noise

The ministry of absence

Even doubt has a pulse

Cracked by human hands

But I was listening

Another scar

A gulf stretches between us

This is the cost of recovery

The art of being there

The shape of possibility

God of the overlooked

The courage to reach

The fantasy of heaven outshone

My turn is not a matter of show

Here in hidden corners

Lead because love demands it

Rejection is not final

Listening is not agreement

Happier than the math allows

From witnessing apathy

My doubts are bending me

So I keep offering myself

Light can blind

My wounds became tutors

In wind and Word

The tearless kind

Obedience outlives pain

One quiet revelation at a time

The art of waiting

To stand in the gap

Leadership is not a rundown

Love has already chosen you

Someone must listen

Presence outweighs applause

My first steps in authority

Initiative is never cheap

Life that risks mistakes

Leadership hurts

Mercy over judgment

When I refuse to stop loving quietly

Moving forward hurts less

Speak softly and act boldly

Every inch forward is a quiet victory

Love takes the scenic route

My painful responsibility

Suffering becomes seed

Yet I care anyway

Presence works

Try to remember people

The only will that makes sense

Refuses to heal alone

Their pain sits beside mine

Choose to stay soft

My antisocial bones are softening

Listening is not a passive act

Learning to stand steady

Feeling is the price of love

Mercy with wisdom

My presence has grown roots

Another word for surrender

Between silence and intrusion

Encouragement does not roar

Refusal to become cold again

Between mercy and truth

A leader is a prayer

The hands that do not bruise

To be a friend

Faith made visible

My wounds speak softly

The truest shepherding

A true calling

Courage of beginnings

Choosing to walk together

Love as my compass

Vision born from sorrow

Care refusing to look away

Fear keeps me human

A ministry that remembers

Healing begins in His heart

Strength forged in shadows

Decisions of the compassionate

In being heard

Memory redeemed

Empathy is my authority

Strength restrained by love

Simply present

Service that sustains

The flock thrives

This is leadership born

A heart that listens
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Many times I knelt

Hands trembling with hope

Voice barely a whisper

In the vast hall of faith

Many times I offered my heart

Raw

Unsteady

Unpolished

Only to feel it returned

Like a shadow

Hollow

Cold

Many times I prayed for doors

Imagined them opening to warmth and welcome

But they remained sealed

Their hinges mocking my persistence

Many times I watched others step forward

Their calls answered

Their gifts praised

While mine lay buried beneath whispers of doubt

Many times I wondered

If God had forgotten me

Or if the world simply could not bear

The weight of a broken soul

And yet

I knelt again

Because even rejection cannot silent the voice that aches to serve

Even when the ministry says no
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My heart grows heavy
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I stand among ten

Yet lead none

My hands open

Trembling with intent

Ready to lift

To guide and bear the cross

But the call never comes

And the mantle never falls on me

I tried to speak in whispers

In gestures

Yet my voice is weightless

Drowned by those who choose the familiar

The polished

The already crowned

I try to sow care into small spaces

But every effort scatters into silence

Like seeds on stone

Like prayers against closed doors

And still

My heart grows heavy

Not with anger

But with longing

For a place to serve

A flock to shepherd

I carry the ache of unclaimed purpose

The quiet grief of readiness ignored

My hands empty

But my heart unwilling to turn away
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Waiting for the courage
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I sit in chairs of polished wood

A shadow among the faithful

Present

Yet unnoticed

My silence mistaken for absence

I watch hands raised

Voices lifted

Leaders chosen

Praised and followed

While I linger in the corners of vision

Afraid to step forward

Afraid to disrupt the rhythm I do not yet understand

No one asks me to speak

No one trusts me with a word

And so I remain quiet

Too cautious

Too timid

Too small

To claim the space that might have been mine

I count the years in sighs

The moments passed

The chances never offered

The flame of purpose dimmed by my own hesitation

And by eyes that never sought me

Yet I am here

Even if unseen

Even if unheard

And in the quiet

I gather strength

Waiting for the courage of lion

Slowly with faith

Claiming the call they did not see in me
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Alone in the light
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They say I’m better now

My words no longer bleed

My prayers no longer tremble with despair

I smile when spoken to

Nod when thanked for being present

But no one stays long enough

To see the quiet ache that healing left behind

The hollow space where pain was my company

The silence that hums

Where voices should have been

I no longer hate

But neither am I held

They call it recovery

As if joy were the proof of it

As if scar meant strength instead of memory

I walk among them

The loud

The chosen

The shining

And wonder if healing was meant to make me whole

Or simply tolerable

Now I am well

And alone in the light

Neglected by my leaders
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They smile at me politely

The ministry hands

The holy people

But I see the flicker in their eyes

A quiet judgment they will never confess

Perhaps it’s my face

Too worn for their comfort

A mask shaped by years of silent sorrow

Even when I smile

It trembles like a candle in the wind

Too fragile to convince

They don’t see my prayers

The God who stitched me back from ruin

The nights I spent clawing for faith

When hope was a ghost

They only see a man once broken

And decide I am still so

They never say it

But I hear it

In the way doors close gently behind me

In the meetings

Where my name is a shadow on the list

Present

Yet unchosen

Maybe it’s because I left once

A decade past

When the storm was too heavy to bear

Or maybe it’s just this face

Tired

Uninviting

A face that survived

But no longer shines

Still

I come

Week after week

To worship beside them

If my countenance speaks sorrow

Let it be my testimony

That God still cares

Still love even the weary-looking faithful
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