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1.  Choosing a dog
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Buying a dog is a huge responsibility and one of the most important decisions that any owner will have to make. A dog is for life and he will become your responsibility for at least the next ten years and therefore you should not rush into getting one without considering how he will fit into your lifestyle and what you can give him in return. Owning a dog is extremely rewarding but your furry friend will need regular exercise, feeding, grooming and companionship, and you must be prepared to set aside some time every day to care for him and play with him.


Getting a pedigree dog

Buying a puppy or an adult dog is one of the most important purchases of a lifetime. You will be assuming control of another creature’s life and you are, in effect, buying a new member of the family. But what sort of dog should you buy?





must know

Classification

Pedigree dogs are classified according to the type of work they perform. In the UK, the groups are as follows:

• Gundog group

• Hound group

• Working group

• Terrier group

• Toy group

• Pastoral group

• Utility group






A family decision

Because it is such an important decision, it is a good idea to consult your family, from the youngest to the eldest, for every one will bear some responsibility in different areas of the dog’s life. Children should be closely involved as the lessons they learn from dog ownership now will help them to be more caring to animals and humans later on in their adult life.

Which breed?

There is a breed of dog that is suitable for every one. The UK Kennel Club registers over 170 breeds and although it will take some research to discover which one is ideal for you, all the effort will be worthwhile. Your first consideration is where you live and the size and style of your home. All dogs love freedom and are suitable for country living, with the exception of only some very small heavy-coated breeds, but not all dogs are suited to city life. It would be wrong to condemn a large dog, such as a St Bernard, Great Dane or any of the large Hounds, to life in a small inner-city apartment, but dogs, being what they are, would learn to adapt to the life. However, the fact remains that it would not be fair and would almost certainly lead to problems, particularly regarding the dog’s behaviour and temperament.
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Both Labradors and Retrievers make good family pets. They are highly biddable, very easy to train and love to be around people. However, they do need a lot of exercise.
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Owning a dog can be rewarding and you will receive many happy years of companionship and affection from your canine pals. Stroking and playing with dogs reduces stress in many people.

Consider your lifestyle

If you live in a development where houses are quite close together, your neighbours must be respected. They have the right to peace and quiet, and a breed that is inclined to yap or bark is not suitable. Nor do you want a breed that has the reputation of being aggressive to other dogs and too defensive of its owner. Unfortunately, not everyone likes dogs, and therefore it is not wise to introduce an element into your life which will bring unnecessary aggravation.

Next, consider your own attitudes; if you are a very tidy person, a dog with a thick double coat which tends to moult heavily would soon become a source of irritation. He would require daily grooming but would you have the time to do this?

There are other considerations, too, concerning your lifestyle. Do you work and are you away from the house for long periods? Is a member of the family willing and able to walk the dog at least twice a day? Who will be responsible for feeding him and making sure that fresh water is always available? Have you considered the costs of owning a dog? There will not only be food to buy but also equipment such as bedding, bowls, a collar and lead, toys and treats, not to mention vet’s bills, pet insurance and fees for training and socialization classes if you get a puppy rather than an adult dog.
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The right breed for you



	Breed
	Temperament



	Labrador Retriever
	Affable, tolerant and easy-going with dogs and humans. Easily trained and learns quickly. Enjoys the company of children. A superb family and working dog.



	Golden Retriever
	Gentle, biddable and highly intelligent. A good working dog and an excellent family pet. Good with children and a great companion and gundog.



	Rottweiler
	Intensely protective and highly intelligent, this is a good guarding breed. Needs good socialization and kind but firm training. Not to be left with young children.



	German Shepherd Dog
	Highly intelligent and a wonderful guarding and working dog, the German Shepherd makes a good family pet if it is trained and well-socialized. Needs kind but firm handling.



	Parson Jack Russell Terrier
	Intelligent, alert and always busy, this dog loves to hunt. An easily trained fun dog that loves to live within its family pack and is usually good with children. Affectionate and a watchful guard dog.



	Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
	A gentle, docile and intelligent little dog. Confident and fun-loving with a friendly nature, the Cavalier King Charles makes a good family pet and loves to play with children if they are not too rough.



	Boxer
	Exuberant, full of fun, loyal and affectionate. A good guard dog and a loving family dog. Good with children but can be over-boisterous with very young ones.



	Yorkshire Terrier
	Playful, inquisitive, a good companion and the perfect small pet, especially for the elderly. A spirited, game little dog who enjoys hunting and playing games.



	English Springer Spaniel
	Gentle, loving and good with children. Craves affection and hates to be left alone. Highly intelligent and easy to train. A loving family pet as well as a good working dog. Needs a lot of exercise.



	Cocker Spaniel
	Gentle, intelligent, biddable and easily trained. A good companion and family dog, especially with children. A happy working dog, good at retrieving.



	Poodle
	Highly sensitive, loving and intelligent, the Poodle can be easily trained and makes a delightful family pet. It is gentle with children and a good companion for all ages.



	Dalmatian
	Affectionate, anxious to please and loves human company. Devoted, loyal and very attached to children. A dog that is more suited to country than town life.



	Dobermann
	Loyal, affectionate, intelligent and easily trained. Its power must be controlled and it needs kind but firm treatment. Not to be left with young children.



	West Highland White Terrier
	Intelligent, inquisitive and mischievous with an independent spirit. A good family dog which loves to be involved in every activity. Relatively easy to train.










Pedigree puppies

You may opt to start from scratch and to buy a pedigree puppy. If you have done your research, you will have probably worked out a shortlist of two or three breeds you like and which will fit into your lifestyle. You should now try to find a suitable breeder.





must know

Which sex?

Choosing between a dog and a bitch is not easy. Bitches are presumed to be gentler and more biddable, but many owners claim that dogs are more sensitive. The problem with bitches is that they come into season every six to nine months and must be kept away from males or puppies will ensue. Spaying the bitch and castrating the male prevents the problem and does not affect the character of either.






Finding a breeder

The best place to contact breeders is at a dog show, but many of the minority breeds are quite scarce and you may have to go on a waiting list for a puppy. The choice of breeder is really important, so if you don’t like him or her do not buy a puppy from them. The ideal breeder has a policy of breeding sound dogs, both mentally and physically, will take advantage of all the modern veterinary technology as far as genetic tests are concerned, and will be interested in the puppy’s future life. Be prepared for some searching questions about your lifestyle, and, in return, a good breeder will not be offended if you ask leading questions about their breeding history.

Genetic tests

From your research, you will know which, if any, genetic anomalies affect your favourite breeds. One of the most frequent in the larger dogs is hip dysplasia. The best breeders have been working on this problem for many years and are succeeding in reducing the incidence in most breeds. You should have found out the average score for the breed and the breeder will show you either the parents’ scores or the mother’s British Veterinary Association/Kennel Club score sheet. If the score is very much higher than the norm, you would be well advised not to buy one of the puppies, however cute. There are other genetic tests, particularly for eye conditions that affect some breeds. The Kennel Club will be happy to advise you about any genetic abnormalities that may be present in different breeds.

Choosing a puppy

Take your family to see the puppies, which should be over eight weeks old when they leave their mother, but make sure the children are under control. If the puppies have not encountered children before, they might be disturbed by them. Always ask to view the puppies’ mother. This will enable you not only to see the fully-grown size of an adult dog but also, and more importantly, to judge her temperament.

Whichever sex you have decided upon, ask the breeder to remove the others and then examine the puppies individually. Look for any sort of discharge from the eyes, the mouth, the anus or the vulva; if any is present, don’t take that puppy. The runt of the litter should also be discounted. On no account, be persuaded to buy a puppy at a lower price because ‘there is something minor wrong with it’. Therein lies trouble. If everything looks good, then watch for the most extrovert puppy: the one that approaches you boldly, full of curiosity and happiness Harden your heart and ignore any puppies that creep about apprehensively.
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You should never buy a puppy without seeing the mother first. This will help you assess a pup’s eventual size, appearance and temperament.


Where to buy

There are many traps into which potential owners can fall, so beware. Selling puppies and young dogs is now a multi-million pound business, and unfortunately there are a few unscrupulous breeders, dealers and retailers waiting for the gullible buyer.





must know

Good breeders

A responsible breeder will breed from healthy dogs without genetic defects and with good temperaments. They will keep the puppies and their mother in a stress-free and healthy household environment where they can be well socialized to everyday sounds, smells, other dogs and people. They will play with the pups and give them toys, and encourage them to toilet away from their nest area.






Buy from breeders or charities

Most people have heard or read about ‘puppy farms’. However, these are not farms in the true sense of the word but premises on which puppies are bred with no thought to their welfare, physically or mentally. They are fed on cheap and inferior foods with no veterinary attention or socialization (see here). They are bred purely for profit and their breeders are not concerned where they go or what happens to them after they leave their premises. The puppies may be sold direct to the public via misrepresented newspaper advertisements or they may go to dealers who will sell them by any method. Alternatively, they may be sold on through pet shops.

It must be emphasized that these puppies do not have a good future, and it is most unlikely that the vendors will offer a ‘back-up’ or that a puppy can be returned if it develops any problems. Therefore it is always wise to buy a puppy direct from a breeder, who should be recognized by the Kennel Club, or from a registered charity.

Go on the Internet and log onto the Kennel Club’s website for a list of breed clubs and breeders. Many breed societies run their own rescue organizations to find good homes for unwanted dogs or pets who have been ill-treated or their owners have died.


Getting a mongrel

Before you opt for an expensive pedigree dog, why not consider getting a mongrel instead? They are just as lovable, often more healthy, and you will be giving a puppy or an adult rescue dog the opportunity of a good home and loving family.

Advantages and disadvantages

Some people claim that pedigree dogs are less healthy than mongrels or cross-breeds, but although this may be true of a few breeds, it cannot be proven generally. There are two reasons why a pedigree dog is a pedigree: his ancestry is known and recorded; and he breeds true, i.e. if you mate a dog and a bitch of one breed the puppies produced will be replicas of their parents (colour excepted). Because mongrels come from a much greater gene pool, they have less inherited health problems than pure-bred dogs.

One of the advantages of a pedigree is that you will know the size to which he will grow and the sort of temperament he will develop. Getting a mongrel is a bit of a lottery – unless you have background knowledge about his parents, a cute little creature at eight weeks might grow into a giant at 18 months. There is also the risk that he may inherit some nasty genes from one parent which may not manifest themselves until he is an adult, so there are risks involved.

However, with cross-breeds, you may know quite a lot about a puppy’s pure-bred parents and, with the breed characteristics of both sides, the chances are that he will grow up into a loving, well-behaved family pet. Every mongrel is unique with its own individual character and looks.
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No matter what sort of dog you choose, a pedigree or a mongrel, he can enrich your life and will become part of your family.


Rescue dogs

Not everyone wants the hard work and problems associated with rearing a puppy, and may prefer an adult or a rescue dog. A network of breed rescue organizations exists to help you, and a call to the Kennel Club will provide the information you need.





must know

National charities

Both Battersea Dogs’ Home and the Dogs Trust give dogs of all breeds, including abandoned mongrels, the chance of a new life by re-training them, treating their ailments and matching them very carefully with potential owners. You can return a dog who fails to fit into his new home; further efforts will be made to re-home him, no matter how long it takes.






Reasons for rescue

There are many reasons for dogs to be in rescue: broken marriages, deaths or owners going overseas to live. Many of these dogs come from happy homes, are well-trained and can adapt to life in any caring family. However, some have been ill treated and will require tender loving care before they feel confident in their new home. Because of this, potential owners should be prepared for some searching questions before the dog is handed over. You may have to pay a small fee to cover expenses.

Rescuing a Greyhound

Of all pedigree dogs, Greyhounds have the biggest problem. Many racing Greyhounds are bred in Britain and the Irish Republic – far too many dogs for the market to absorb – and, as a result, numerous Greyhounds are abandoned by callous owners if they don’t make the grade. These gentle dogs can be trained not to chase small furry animals and can make extremely loving companions and good family pets. There are specialist rescue organizations for the breed, which not only rehome ex-racers but actually go to the race tracks in Spain (where Greyhounds are frequently ill treated) and buy them back. These dogs are then re-homed in Britain (see here).
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A rescue dog, like this Lurcher, can make a loyal and loving pet, who will be just as rewarding as a pedigree dog.






Assessing a rescue dog

When you see a dog you like, interact with him and then run through a few simple tasks to observe his reaction to you and how he behaves in different situations, both with other dogs and with people.
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1 Sit quietly without making direct eye contact with the dog but keeping an eye on him and observing his reactions to you.
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2 Offer him a small treat or piece of food and watch his reaction. Does he snatch it greedily, regard it suspiciously or refuse to eat it?
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3 Ask the staff at the rescue centre whether you can observe the dog’s behaviour when he is mixing with other dogs.
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4 Put a lead on the dog and take him for a walk. Note how he reacts to you. Put him back in the kennel and invite him out again.






Choosing a rescue dog

When you are looking for a rescue dog, the main problem is the beguiling eyes of the dogs. Every one will touch your heart but you must be practical. Make sure you decide on the size of dog you want and how much time you are prepared to spend on exercising him and grooming his coat before you go along to a rescue centre to look for one.

Talk to the staff

It is in the interests of the staff to find permanent homes and to match you with a suitable dog, so listen carefully to their advice before choosing a particular dog. Speak to the person who normally walks the dog that interests you, and ask them about his temperament, obedience and willingness to please, how energetic he is and how he gets on with people and other dogs.

Choose a friendly, responsive dog

The dog may be suspicious of you initially, but don’t worry – this is natural. He should come to you after about five minutes. However, if he shows any signs of aggression, then beware. If he lies on his back urinating slightly, he is being submissive, and although this is acceptable in puppies it is not desirable in adult dogs. However appealing these dogs may look, harden your heart and walk away. Taking on a rescue dog is inevitably a bit of a gamble because his history is usually unknown, but he is more likely to settle into his new home and become a much-loved member of your family if he is friendly and responsive. When you take him home with you, be patient and give him lots of your time.






want to know more?

• To find out which breed of dog is right for you and source a responsible breeder of pedigree dogs, check out The Kennel Club’s website: www.the-kennel-club.org.uk

• For a comprehensive guide to rehoming and rescue centres, go to: www.animalrescuers.co.uk

weblinks

• To rehome a rescue dog, contact one of the following charities: Battersea Dogs’ Home at www.dogshome.org or the Dogs Trust at www.dogstrust.org.uk or the National Animal Welfare Trust at www.nawt.org.uk









2.  The new puppy
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A puppy’s experiences and socialization in his first year are very important and influence the sort of adult he will grow into. The best time to collect your puppy is when he is between eight and nine weeks old. At this age, he should be mature enough to settle into a new home with minimal stress for both of you. Start socializing him and introduce him to all the scents, sounds, objects and experiences that will be part of his everyday life. Learning about the world will help to make your puppy more confident and less likely to have behaviour problems later on.


The perfect puppy

Having made the momentous decision to get a puppy, you need to plan for his arrival in your home. With the help of children and other family members, you can decide on which equipment and toys your new puppy will need and buy them before he arrives.





must know

Collecting a puppy

At least two people should collect the new puppy so he can travel home in the car on someone’s lap. Take a supply of tissues and a towel as he may be travel sick. Pack a bowl and some water in case he needs a drink. Don’t let him out of the car at lay-bys to go to the toilet as they can be sources of infection; the chances are that he will not have had his injections yet (see here).






Equipment

The canine magazines are full of advertisements for suitable accessories, but if you are lucky, there might be a really good pet shop close by to point you in the right direction. Your puppy will need some essential items of equipment, including a soft puppy collar and a lead, feeding and water bowls, grooming tools (depending on his coat type), some bedding and a bed, as well as some strong toys and suitable hide chews on which to chew, especially while he is teething. You will also need to get in some food in advance – find out from the breeder what he has been fed and ask for a diet sheet





Need to know more?

Useful organizations

Animal Samaritans

PO Box 154

Bexleyheath

Kent DA16 2WS

tel: 0208 303 1859

www.animalsamaritans.co.uk

Association of Pet Behaviour Counsellors

PO BOX 196,

Llanelli, SA15 9DA

tel: 01269 831144

www.apbc.org.uk

Association of Pet Dog Trainers

PO Box 17

Kempsford GL7 4WZ

tel: 01285 810811

www.apdt.co.uk

Battersea Dogs’ Home

4 Battersea Park Road

Battersea

London SW8 4AA

tel: 0843 509 4444

www.battersea.org.uk

Blue Cross

Shilton Road

Burford

Oxon OX18 4PF

tel: 0300 790 9903

www.bluecross.org.uk

British Veterinary Association

7 Mansfield Street

London W1G 9NQ

tel: 020 7636 6541

www.bva.co.uk

DEFRA

Information Resource Centre

Lower Ground Floor

Ergon House

c/o Nobel House

17 Smith Square

London SW1P 3JR

tel: 03459 33 55 77

www.defra.gov.uk

Jay Gee Animal Sanctuary for Dogs

Head Office

Broughton

Brigg

North Lincolnshire DN20 0BJ

tel: 01652 653343

www.jerrygreendogs.org.uk

PDSA (People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals)

PDSA House

Whitechapel Way

Priorslee

Telford

Shropshire TF2 9PQ

tel: 0800 917 2509

www.pdsa.org.uk

Pet Care Trust

Bedford Business Centre

170 Mile Road

Bedford MK42 9TW

tel: 01234 273933

email: info@petfederation.co.uk

www.petcare.org.uk

Puppy School

PO Box 186

Chipping Norton

Oxon OX7 3XG

tel: 01608 676931

www.puppyschool.co.uk

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons

Belgravia House

62-64 Horseferry Road

London SW1P 2AF

tel: 020 7222 2001

www.rcvs.org.uk

RSPCA

Wilberforce Way

Southwater

Horsham

West Sussex RH13 9RS

tel: 0300 1234 999

(cruelty and advice line)

tel: 0300 123 0346

(enquiries service)

www.rspca.org.uk

The Kennel Club

Clarges Street

Piccadilly

London W1J 8AB﻿﻿﻿

tel: 0129 631 8540﻿

www.the-kennel-club.org.uk

Useful websites

Cinnamon Trust

www.cinnamon.org.uk

Charity for elderly pet owners, with dog walkers and fostering.

Dog Aid Society of Scotland

www.dogaidsociety.com

Registered charity rehoming dogs.

Dogs Trust

www.dogstrust.org.uk

UK’s largest dog welfare charity with rehoming and rescue centres.

Greyhound Rescue

www.greyhoundrescue.co.uk

Greyhound rescue and adoption in UK and Europe.

Mango Mutt

www.mangomutt.co.uk

Natural dog accessories.

Mayhew Animal Home

www.mayhewanimalhome.org

Animal home and education and training centre.

National Animal Welfare Trust

www.nawt.org.uk

Rescue centres around UK.

Pet Planet

www.petplanet.co.uk

Wide range of products and online shopping for pets.

Pets as Therapy (PAT)

www.petsastherapy.org

Hospital visiting scheme in which dogs visit sick and elderly.

UK Animal Rescuers

www.animalrescuers.co.uk

Guide to animal welfare organizations, rescue centres and rehoming.

Magazines

Dogs Monthly

Pet Subjects Ltd,

The Old Print House,

62 The High Street,

Chobham,

Surrey GU24 8AA

tel: 01276 858880

www.dogsmonthly.co.uk

Dogs Today

Pet Subjects Ltd,

The Old Print House,

62 The High Street,

Chobham,

Surrey GU24 8AA

tel: 01276 858880

www.dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

Our Dogs

Northwood House

Greenwood Business Centre

Regent Road

Salford, M5 4QH

Tel: 0161 709 4576 

www.ourdogs.co.uk

Your Dog BPG (Stamford) Ltd

1-6 Buckminster Yard

Main Street, Buckminster

Grantham

Lincs NG33 5SA

tel: 01476 859830

www.yourdog.co.uk


Further reading

Alderton, David, How to Talk with Your Dog (Collins)

Bailey, Gwen, Collins Gem – Dog Training (Collins)

Bailey, Gwen, Dogs Behaving Badly: A Practical Problem Solver (Collins)

Bailey, Gwen, Puppy Handbook (Collins)

Fisher, John, Think Dog (Cassell)

Fogle, Bruce, The Encyclopedia of the Dog (Dorling Kindersley)

Killick, Robert, Dog Showing (Collins)

RSPCA Pet Guide, Collins Care for Your Dog (Collins)

RSPCA Pet Guide, Collins Care for Your Puppy (Collins)

Smyth, Stella, and Bergh-Roose, Sally, need to know? Dog Training (Collins)

Stilwell, Victoria, It’s Me or the Dog (Collins)
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