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In memory of my grandmother Simone McDonald (née Madore), from whom I inherited the
 writing gene and who was French Canadian, to boot. She would have loved this book.

— M.B.P.




With love to Gwen … my colorful dreamer

— H.B.
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This art was created using colored pencils, acrylic paint, watercolor, ink, and collage on rag paper.
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Years ago a dreamy boy gazed out his bedroom window. He lived
 in a dreary village in France. It was an industrial town—choked with
 factories, clanking looms, and smoking chimneys.

There were no gardens to wander, no museums to visit, no paintings
 to admire.
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But even in this muddy, smudgy place there were violets and
 butterflies in spring. There were fairs and circuses in summer.
 There were brilliant fabrics in every weaver’s house.

And the boy’s dreams were full of color.

His name was Henri.
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Henri’s parents loved him very much.
 But, sometimes, they worried about him.
 They worried he might end up down-and-
 out. Life was difficult. They worked so hard
 to make a decent living. And Henri was not
 a hard worker.

He did not excel at school.

He did not excel at violin lessons.

He did not, in fact, excel at much of
 anything—except, perhaps, dreaming.
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