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Introduction


This book is addressed primarily to pupils who will be sitting the ISEB Common Entrance History examination. However, teachers, tutors, parents or, indeed, anyone else involved in the preparation for the exam will also find it useful.

The main aims of this book are to:


	1  set out the structure and content of the new specifications for ISEB Common Entrance History, with the first examination in November 2022

	2  outline the skills you will require when answering unseen evidence questions, including ways to structure your answers to the three unseen evidence questions

	3  offer a selection of evidence questions to allow you to develop and practise your skills and understanding

	4  outline the skills and techniques you will need to answer the essay question, including tips on how to structure your answers to the three parts of an essay question

	5  offer a selection of essay questions to allow you to develop and practise your skills and understanding.



Model answers for all the questions are provided from page 47 onwards. Also, for one topic in each historical period, two or three attempts to answer each question are shown. These reflect the different standards of answer as described in the ISEB mark schemes (see pages 103–104).


The new specification

The examination based on the new specification comes into force in November 2022. The specification can be found on the ISEB website: www.iseb.co.uk. The specification covers English and British history from 1066 to 1914 and is divided into three named time periods:


	•  Medieval Realms: 1066–1485

	•  The Making of the United Kingdom: 1485–1750

	•  Britain and Empire: 1750–1914



In each of the three time periods, there are three Common Areas:


	•  war and rebellion

	•  leadership

	•  life and change





The new exam format

The time provided for the examination paper is 60 minutes. In that time, you must attempt:


	•  the unseen evidence question

	•  ONE essay question.



It is suggested that you spend 5 minutes reading and planning, 20 minutes answering the unseen evidence question and 35 minutes answering the essay question.



The unseen evidence question (20 minutes/20 marks)

The unseen evidence question consists of two historical sources. The sources are unseen, meaning that no background knowledge of the content is needed in order to attempt the question. The sources may be contemporary, more modern or a combination of both. They may be from a period in history you have studied or from the ancient or modern eras. The examples used in this book are, however, based on material from the periods 1066 to 1914. While no background knowledge is required, this will allow the questions to fit in with many of the topics you will be studying, while still providing practice in the skills needed to work with historical sources.

The unseen evidence question is divided into three parts:


	1  The first part will ask a question about the first source and is worth 2 marks.

	2  The second part will ask how the second source compares to the first and is worth 4 marks.

	3  The third part will ask about the usefulness of the sources and is worth 14 marks.



In this question, you will be expected to demonstrate the following skills:


	•  comprehension in your answer to the first part

	•  source comparison, including an understanding of provenance, in the second part

	•  evaluation of the utility of the sources in the third part



Comprehension means understanding the content of the sources. Without understanding, you cannot offer any meaningful responses. Regular practice with appropriate sources will develop skills and techniques in this area.

Comparison means identifying a clear theme or idea in both sources to compare. You should get into the habit of cross-referencing sources while focusing on one particular idea. You must consider the differences as well as the similarities. Above all, be absolutely clear about what you are trying to compare; otherwise your answer will be muddled.

Utility means usefulness. In evidence questions, utility means how useful a particular source is for a particular purpose. As all sources are useful in some way, you must determine if the source is useful in terms of the question that is set in the examination. To assess this, you need to consider the content and provenance (who produced the source, when and why). If a source has a trustworthy provenance or origin – that is, the person who wrote it has some knowledge or experience of the topic they are writing or talking about – then the chances are the source will be reliable. But be careful: reliability and usefulness are not the same thing! Even if it is reliable, a source may not be useful for a specific question. A source that is not very reliable may still have some use, but a reliable and relevant source will be the most useful.


Allocating your time

On a practical note, the three parts of the unseen evidence question demand you take real care in how much time you take to answer each. A good rule of thumb is that you spend no more than one minute for each mark the part is worth.

Another way of looking at this is that a mark is worth roughly one line of writing. This means that:


	•  your answer to the first question should be a sentence or two

	•  your answer to the second question should be a short paragraph

	•  your answer to the third question should be half a page, or two paragraphs.





A model unseen evidence question and answer


The Black Death

Read the introduction and the sources and then answer the questions that follow.
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Introduction

The Bubonic Plague, or Black Death, swept through the British Isles in the mid-fourteenth century. It caused a huge loss of life and left the survivors in a changed world.
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SOURCE A: based on a chronicle by Henry Knighton, who is considered to be a reliable eyewitness

After the Black Death many buildings in every city fell into ruin for lack of people. Likewise, many villages and hamlets were deserted because everyone who had lived there was dead, and many of these villages were never lived in again. In the following winter there was such a lack of workers like there never had been before; for farm animals and other livestock wandered about without a shepherd. And as a result all essentials were so expensive that something which had previously cost 1 pence was now worth 4 or 5 pence.
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SOURCE B: from a study by a modern historian interested in how life changed because of the Black Death

[…] the most interesting idea of the study is not so much what it shows about women’s involvement in the workforce as about the physical and social movement of women after the plague. They worked alongside men in the countryside and were often paid the same wages. They moved from village to village in search of work […] The independent female worker was rapidly appearing in peasant society, as well as in the towns, and the simple, physical lack of male labour allowed some women greater mobility and more opportunities for work […]
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	1  According to Source A, what was the problem with labour after the outbreak of the Black Death?
(2)




Source A says that ‘there was such a lack of workers like there never had been before’ so the prices went up.
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Write one or two sentences. Using a quotation is a good idea.
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	2  How far does Source B agree with Source A about the labour problems?
(4)




Source B agrees with Source A in that there was a labour shortage, it talks about the ‘physical lack of male labour’. It is different because it says how female workers who were mobile became more common.
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Make sure you talk about BOTH sources. Keep the answer short, since it is worth 4 marks.
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	3  How useful are these sources in understanding how the Black Death affected the people of Britain? Explain your answer.
(14)




Source A says a lot about the short-term effects of the Black Death. It gives details about how buildings in cities fell into ruin and how some villages were left abandoned. The author also talks about how prices went up steeply because there weren’t enough people to do all the jobs on the land. Henry Knighton, who wrote this, was an eyewitness and considered reliable and this is a very useful source.
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Make sure you refer to some of the information given in the source. Look at both the reliability and the usefulness of the source. Finish your discussion of each source with a clear conclusion about usefulness.
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Source B also talks about the lack of labour, but looks at it differently. This author is interested in how the Black Death changed the world and has found evidence that women were given a better chance to earn as much as men and to move around more to find work. While this writer isn’t an eyewitness, his use of many primary and other sources could give him a better overall view, so this source is also very useful in understanding how the Black Death affected those who survived.
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As before, refer to the information in the source and look at its reliability and usefulness. Finish with a clear conclusion about usefulness.
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The essay question (30 marks/35 minutes)

In the exam there will be nine essay questions, three in each time period, one for each Common Area. You will need to answer all three parts of ONE essay question. The topic for each question is set for each academic year and can be found on the ISEB website. The three parts of each question are as follows:


	a)  The first part of the question, part a), is worth 8 marks and will ask you to pick out two significant events, causes or consequences. This will mean that you do not need to write the whole story or narrative of an event, but you will need to show an overall understanding of it in order to produce a well-constructed paragraph about two significant events, causes or consequences.

	b)  The second part of the question, part b), is worth 8 marks and will ask you to use your judgement to choose what you think is a most important cause, event or consequence. To answer this well, you will also need to use your knowledge to explain your judgement and create a well-reasoned paragraph.

	c)  The third part of the question, part c), is worth 14 marks and will ask you to comment on a statement on your selected topic. It will not be enough merely to agree or disagree with the statement: you must clearly show how you came to your conclusion. A very useful approach when answering this part of the question is to create an argument for and against the statement before coming to a clear conclusion. Your answer should be at least two short paragraphs.




Allocating your time

Again, you must be careful with the timings of your answers. Aim to spend 8 minutes each on the first two parts of the question, leaving 19 minutes to answer the third part and have time to check through your answers. When you write, try to introduce, produce (answer the question) and conclude in each part. Remember that you are not being asked to write down everything you know about a topic, but to show how you can use your knowledge to answer a particular question.



A model essay question and answers

Answer all three parts of ONE essay question.


The Battle of Crécy


	a)  Describe two key events that led to the Battle of Crécy.
(8)




A number of events led to Edward III having to face a French army at Crécy. Edward was there to lead a raid into Normandy to attack and loot coastal towns. The first crucial event was when the French blocked his army’s way across the River Seine, forcing the English to change their path and move towards Paris. When blocked again, this time at the River Somme, the English army forced their way across at Blanchetaque. This was the second key event because it put the English straight into the path of the approaching French army, with no way to escape.
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Start with an introductory sentence. Make sure you show that you understand how the two key events link to each other and other important factors. This answer should be a substantial paragraph in length.
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	b)  What do you judge to be the turning point of the battle? Explain your answer.
(8)




There were a number of key events in the Battle of Crécy. The way Edward III organised and placed his army, the way the French did not use their Italian crossbowmen properly and the French mistake in attacking late in the day were all important factors in deciding the outcome of the battle. But the turning point of the battle was how the mounted French knights kept charging into the volleys of arrows from the English longbowmen, which cut down both horses and men. This meant they rarely managed to come into contact with the English line and then were easily repulsed. This is why the French lost so many men and the battle.
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Again, make sure you start with an introduction. It is useful to show some overall understanding in your answer. Make sure you focus clearly on picking and explaining your key point. Finish with a clear conclusion.
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	c)  ‘Edward III won the Battle of Crécy because of French mistakes.’ How far do you agree with this statement?
(14)




Did Edward III win the Battle of Crécy because of French mistakes? An argument can be made that this is true. The French army was made up of over 30,000 troops, which greatly outnumbered the English army of 12,000. They had the English trapped and should have been able to overwhelm them. But they showed poor discipline in not controlling their charges. They had all the time they needed to destroy the English but attacked in the evening, instead of waiting until the next day. They failed to use their crossbowmen well and their cavalry charged over and crushed them in their eagerness to reach the English. These mistakes ensured the French failed to break the English line and left large numbers of dead Frenchmen.
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Make sure
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