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DON’T WASTE YOUR TIME on revenge. Those that hurt you will eventually face their own karma.

Tatum Banks has just been kidnapped. Again.

This is not how I planned it.

Not. At. All.

This time, it’s my ex-boss who claims he just wants to talk. He’s ticked about my involvement in a plot to take him down for cheating legitimate authors out of thousands of dollars. 

It’s going to be a fight for my life – and the lives of the people I love – right up until the bitter end. 
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Tatum
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MY HEART WAS POUNDING so hard in my chest I worried it might come out. It physically hurt. If I had been older than twenty-six, I would have believed I was having a heart attack. Every muscle had tensed. My jaw was clenched, and my hands balled into fists. It was a full-body experience. I sat in the back of the car I thought was my innocent Uber. I knew better than to hop in a car without checking the face on my app to the face behind the wheel. 

This could not be happening again, I thought to myself. Cooper was going to be so pissed at me. He’d lectured me about staying home. He wanted me to have his PI, Alan, look after me and act like a bodyguard. I rejected the idea. How was I to know I would be kidnapped a second time? It would be like lightning striking twice. 

“What do you want?” I asked the CEO of the company I’d recently been fired from as he drove down the busy city street. 

I looked out the window and silently begged someone to look at me. I would beg for help. I put my hand on the window and pushed. “Stop,” he ordered. “Don’t you dare try to make a scene. I will put you in the trunk.”

I dropped my hand. The way he said it was menacing enough to make me believe he was serious. “Let me out,” I begged. 

He wasn’t just my ex-boss. He was the man who’d orchestrated my kidnapping just a few short days ago. He was a powerful man, wealthy and connected. The man had avoided the scandal and was essentially in the clear. This seemed like overkill. Austin took the brunt of the blame. Granted, he was the one who did try to kill me. In fact, he had been seconds from killing me at Gary’s request. I would have been dead if it wasn’t for Cooper rushing in and saving me at the right moment. 

“We need to talk,” Gary answered. His eyes met mine in the mirror. I could feel his hatred for me. 

“It’s over,” I told him. “You get to walk away free and clear. Austin and Wendy took the blame. Your company will be fine. Buy authentic manuscripts from the authors that actually wrote the books and you’ll be fine. You still have a strong catalog.”

“You’ve ruined me,” he growled. 

“I didn’t ruin you,” I argued. “The authors that you screwed over ruined you. You stole from them and they want what’s owed to them. I’m no longer a part of that problem. That’s what you wanted. I’m out. I won’t say anything to anyone about this or the first kidnapping.”

“And I’m supposed to believe you’re just going to keep your mouth shut?” he asked. 

“Yes!” I quickly answered. “I won’t say anything. Let me go and I will keep quiet.”

“Bullshit,” he hissed. “You were warned to drop this plagiarism nonsense and you didn’t. You could have avoided all of this by keeping your mouth shut.”

“I didn’t do this,” I insisted. “It was the authors.”

“Don’t act innocent. We know you orchestrated this whole thing.”

He wasn’t wrong. “I’ll leave it be,” I insisted.

I remembered my phone in my pocket. I had one chance to call for help. I very slowly moved my hand. I didn’t want him to know what I was doing. I kept my eyes locked on his in the mirror. I kept talking to keep him distracted. “This isn’t necessary,” I told him as I moved the phone to sit partially under my thigh. “Let me go,” I said. “I won’t say a word.”

His eyes went back to the road. I took a split second to look down at my phone screen and tapped out SOS before hitting send. I didn’t dare spend more than a few seconds looking at the screen. It was the one chance I had to let Cooper know I was in trouble. I hoped he understood what it meant. Piper would be angry with herself. She would blame herself once again. This was not her fault. I hoped I got the chance to tell her that.

“I don’t plan on killing you,” he said. The way he said it was chilling. “We need to talk.”

“I don’t have anything to say,” I insisted. “I just want to go home.”

“And you will as long as we can come to an agreement.”

I shook my head. “What do you want? Tell me and I will agree to it. I’m not nor have I said anything to anyone. No one knows you are involved. Let me go and I will keep it that way.”

“You’ll understand soon enough,” he said. “Don’t try anything stupid.”

I felt my phone vibrate. I glanced down to read the text. It was nothing but a question mark. Gary got a phone call at the same time. He was distracted with driving and talking to whoever was on the other end of the phone.  

Uber is Gary!

I wished I could take the time to explain. I just had to hope he was following my clues. I needed my phone to call for help once we got where we were going. I couldn’t risk the nine-one-one operator’s voice being heard by him. 

I tried to eavesdrop on the conversation happening, but Gary was saying little. It was a lot of grunts and murmured responses. He could be talking to his dry cleaner for all the information I was getting. He ended the call and looked in the mirror like he wanted to make sure I hadn’t jumped out. I’d tried that already. I was locked in. 

“Where are we going?” I asked. I knew he wasn’t going to tell me, but I had to try.

“You’ll see.”

“What’s this about?” I asked again. 

Panic was making me a little nauseous. My stomach was rolling. How many times could a girl be kidnapped in a month? There had to be a rule. It wasn’t like I lived a dangerous lifestyle. I was just little old me. I was an editor, a total book nerd. I was not the kind of girl that got abducted. 

But damn Austin. Damn him to hell and back and then back again. If I lived through this, I was going to seriously think about going to a shrink. Something had to be wrong with me. How could I have loved a man that was so evil at his core? I couldn’t believe I had been so blind to what he was doing. He was a thief. The worst kind of thief. He was profiting off the work he stole from hardworking authors that were barely scraping by with the help of Gary and his publishing company. I was furious with Austin and myself for not doing something earlier. I should have dumped his ass long ago.

Gary exited the highway, and a few minutes later we were bouncing down a paved road that had more potholes than solid ground. It was not doing much for my upset tummy. I wanted to check my phone, but he was keeping an eye on me. The car slowed and came to a stop in front of a decrepit warehouse in the middle of nowhere.

I reached for the door handle and tried to escape one more time. It didn’t budge. Gary got out but made no move to open my door. He stayed next to the car, making sure I didn’t escape. I watched as two men came out of the building. I didn’t know them, but that wasn’t a surprise. I didn’t know a lot of kidnappers. At least I didn’t used to. I did now. 

The men started talking. They were speaking low enough that I couldn’t hear them. I pulled my phone from my pocket and held it against the seat. There were several messages, but I didn’t want to waste time reading them. I pushed the button to pull up my location. This was my last chance to tell Cooper where I was. It was my Hail Mary and my only hope of rescue. I was going to send the pin drop to Cooper when the back door was jerked open. 

Gary reached over and snatched my phone. “You won’t need that.”

He stepped out of the way, and another man reached into the open door and grabbed my arm. He pulled me so hard that I nearly stumbled to the ground. “You’re hurting me!” I cried out as I tried to break free of him.

The man jerked my arm and pulled me upright. My body slammed against his much bigger one, knocking the breath from my lungs. I was not going to give up without a fight. I tried to yank my arm away and kicked at him. I swung around and tried to punch him. He swatted me away like I was a fly. This was all too familiar. I wished like hell I had been able to take one of those self-defense classes Piper and I talked about. There wasn’t enough time. 

“Let me go!” I screamed. “Help! Help me!”

The other man grabbed my arm. The two of them outweighed me by three hundred pounds at least. I glared at Gary, who was watching them manhandle me. “You done or would you like one of them to knock you out?” he snapped. 

“Just let me go,” I cried out. “Please.”

Now that the reality of my situation was sinking in, I was panicking. I couldn’t go through this again. I didn’t want to stare death in the face. Not again. The trauma from the first kidnapping bubbled up, mingling with the terror I felt now. 

“Get her inside,” Gary ordered. “And you can stop screaming,” he said with a scowl. “Look around. No one is going to hear you. You’re only hurting yourself.”

“HELP!” I screamed with renewed strength. 

“Go,” Gary said. 

The men dragged me to the door. I struggled, kicking and pulling with all the strength I had. Between the two of them, they lifted me. My toes dragged across the gravel. Gary opened the door and gestured for them to take me inside the dark warehouse. The place looked like one strong gust of wind would topple it into a pile of rubbish.

I felt the iciness of the air first. Then the smell hit me. It was musty and smelled like the warehouse had been used as a toilet by human and animal. Darkness engulfed us when the door slammed shut. A moment later, overhead lights came on. They flickered and hummed. I looked around at the old and filthy building that was littered with garbage and who knew what else. It had clearly been used by squatters at some point. 

“Put her in the chair,” Gary said. 

I was jerked to the right toward a wooden chair next to a wall and forced to sit. One of the thugs held me while the other one used rope to tie my ankles to the chair legs before wrenching my hands behind my back and tying my wrists together. 

I struggled against the bonds but got nowhere. I glared at Gary, who was standing in front of me with a smug look on his face. “Now we can have a conversation,” he said. 

“I have nothing to say to you. All of this is pointless. You’re making this harder on yourself. You’re going to end up in jail, just like Austin and Wendy. You could have walked away. Now you’re going to pay.”

He smirked. “Are you threatening me?”

“Nope. Just letting you know this is your last chance to let me go. If you don’t, I will shout it from the rooftops.”

“You know that’s pretty stupid to tell your captor, right?”

My heart sank. It was stupid. I was trying to be threatening, and I was coming off as stupid. He would never let me walk away. 
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Cooper 
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I SENT ANOTHER MESSAGE and waited. I stared at my phone and willed her to reply. “Come on!” 

My guts were tied in knots. I didn’t know what to do or how to help. I felt like I was being pulled apart at the seams. I had to get to her, but I didn’t know where she was. I could be wandering around the city for days and never find her. 

I called Alan. The moment he answered, I jumped right in. “He’s got her!” I shouted. 

“Who?”

“Gary! He kidnapped her again!”

I heard him curse. “Again?”

“Right now! He has her!” I was panicking. I could not go through this again.

“All right, slow down,” he said calmly. “Tell me what you know.”

“She was with Piper,” I said and then stopped. “Oh shit, I have to call Piper!”

“Cooper, wait,” he said but I was already hanging up. I almost hoped Piper was with her. I pulled up her number and pushed the button. 

“Hello?” she answered. 

“Shit!” I cursed. If she was answering her phone, she wasn’t kidnapped. Tatum was alone. 

“What’s wrong?” she asked. 

“He’s got her again!” I blurted out. 

“Tatum?” she breathed. 

“Yes! Where are you?”

“I’m at home,” she said. “Cooper, what’s going on?”

“I got a text from Tatum,” I tried to explain. I needed to call Alan again. “Gary has her. He snatched her. Where were you guys?”

“I’m at home
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