
[image: Emily’s Cupcake Magic!, by Coco Simon author of Cupcake Diaries. 1. Cupcake Diaries. The New Batch.]



[image: Emily’s Cupcake Magic!, by Coco Simon author of Cupcake Diaries and Illustrated by Manuela López. Cupcake Diaries. The New Batch. Simon Spotlight. New York | London | Toronto | Sydney | New Delhi.]



[image: Image]



Chapter 1 [image: ] What Friends?

Beep beep boop! Beep beep boop!

Ugh! That sound meant it was time to wake up. I opened my eyes. I tried to focus on the color of my bedroom walls.…

My name is Emily Green. My parents are divorced. Sometimes I sleep at my mom’s house. And sometimes I sleep at my dad’s house. I’m still getting used to my dad’s new house. There’s a lot to get used to here. Besides being in a new place, I have to get used to spending time with my new stepsister, Katie, and my stepmom, Sharon. And when I’m sleepy, sometimes I forget which house I’m in.

My bedroom walls are pink. That means I’m at Dad and Sharon’s house. My bedroom walls at Mom’s house are yellow. So yesterday was a Dad day.

I got ready for school. Downstairs in the kitchen, Dad was filling his coffee mug. Sharon had already left to go to work. Katie was packing our lunch bags.

“Turkey and Swiss okay, Em?” she asked. “We’re out of tuna.”

“That’s great,” I said. “Thanks, Katie.”
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Then Katie held up two cupcakes. Each was in its own plastic container.

“One for you. And one for a friend,” she said. “The Cupcake Club made a test batch last night. They’re cookies-and-cream flavored.”
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I wanted to say, But I don’t have any friends. Not anymore.

But I didn’t. Instead, I said, “Sounds yummy.”

Then I poured myself some cereal. I stared into the bowl, feeling sad. A week ago, my entire life had changed. It all felt really scary.

I used to go to Hamilton Elementary School. Then the whole plumbing system busted. The first floor got flooded. Now everyone has to go to different schools until Hamilton gets fixed. Some went to Fenton Street School. The rest went to Sunrise Hill Elementary.

I got sent to Fenton Street. And all my friends got sent to Sunrise Hill. Abby. Ivy. Ryan. Samantha. All of them! It was so unfair!

My first week at Fenton had been awful. I had to get used to a new building. New teachers. It was very confusing.

I missed my friends. And I hadn’t made any new ones yet. I’m pretty shy.
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I’ll probably never have friends again, I thought.

“Gotta run!” Dad said, kissing the top of my head. “Katie, please see that Emily gets to her bus stop.”

“When have I ever failed you, Jeff?” she asked. Then she looked at me, smiled, winked, and gave me a big hug.

Dad left. Katie looked at me again.

“You okay, Em? Your cereal is getting soggy.”

“I—it’s just hard going to a new school,” I said.

Katie nodded. “Yeah, when I started middle school, it was really hard.”

“What made it better?” I asked.

“Honestly? Cupcakes!” Katie replied. She put my lunch bag down in front of me. “I’ll tell you the whole story sometime. For now, just trust in cupcake magic!” She wiggled her fingers in a silly way.
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I knew Katie was just trying to make me feel better. But part of me hoped the cupcakes really were magic. I needed something to help me get through another day at Fenton Street School!
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Chapter 2 [image: ] Cupcake Magic

I climbed on the school bus and hurried toward some empty seats in the back.

“Hey, Emily! Over here!”

I stopped. A girl with wavy brown hair was calling me over. It was Natalie Ruiz, from my softball team. I slid into the seat next to her.

“Hi,” I said.

“I thought I saw you in my math class,” she said. “But this is the first time I’ve seen you on the school bus.”

I blushed a little. Sometimes it’s hard to explain that I live in two different places. “I take a different bus when I stay at my mom’s.”

Natalie nodded. “Yeah, my friend Alana does that too. Do you know her? Alana Wilson?”

Of course I knew Alana! I remembered her as one of the popular girls back at Hamilton. Natalie was pretty popular too.

Natalie’s being nice, I thought. But she probably doesn’t want to be friends with somebody shy like me.

“I had gym with Alana,” I said.
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“Can you believe she’s my only friend who got sent to Fenton? Everyone else I know ended up at Sunrise Hill!” Natalie complained.

“Me too,” I said. “This whole thing is so unfair.”

“Totally!” Natalie agreed. “Hey, you should sit with me and Alana at lunch today. We Hamilton kids have to stick together!”
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“Yeah!” I agreed. I was so excited! “Lunch. For sure. Definitely!”

Natalie and I talked the rest of the way to school. She was easy to talk to. We didn’t know each other well, but I didn’t feel like I had to search for things to talk about with her. After that, I was in a good mood all morning. I had someone to eat lunch with!
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When lunchtime finally came, I found Natalie and Alana at a table by themselves. With her braided black hair and cute denim jacket, Alana looked super stylish.

“Alana, this is Emily. From Hamilton, remember?” Natalie asked.

“Hi, Emily!” Alana said cheerfully. “Natalie and I were talking about that guy on YouChannel who eats all those hot peppers. Isn’t he hilarious?”

“Um,” I replied. I’d never watched him. Alana and Natalie kept talking and laughing.

Come on, Emily. Think of something to say! I told myself. I started feeling left out.

I opened my lunch bag and saw the two cupcakes Katie had packed.

“I brought cupcakes!” I blurted out. “They’re cookies-and-cream flavored. My stepsister, Katie, is in the Cupcake Club and—”

Alana turned to me. “The Cupcake Club? Really? I saw them on the news once. Their cupcakes are supposed to be so good. Can we really try them?”

“Sure,” I said, handing one each to Natalie and Alana.
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“We can cut them in half so you can have some,” Natalie offered.

“That’s okay,” I said. “I eat cupcakes all the time at home. I help Katie bake sometimes too.”

“Lucky!” Alana said. “I love to bake.”

“Me too. Especially cupcakes,” Natalie added.
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They both ate their cupcakes. We talked about cupcakes, our new teachers, and our friends back at Hamilton.

I couldn’t believe it. I’d started the morning with no friends at school. And now I had two!

I have to remember to tell Katie that the cupcake magic worked! I thought.
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Chapter 3 [image: ] Let’s Bake!

The next day, the cupcake magic continued. Principal Estrella made a special announcement in the morning over the loudspeaker.

“Students, I first want to say that everyone is doing a great job of working together these last few days,” she began. “There have been a lot of changes for everyone, but we’re getting through it with flying colors.”

Lots of kids clapped and cheered.

“To celebrate, we’re going to hold a special baking contest,” Principal Estrella went on. “Two weeks from today, after school. It’s a great way to make new friends. Everyone who wants to can participate. We want you to work in teams of four. Bake up something special for the contest. The teachers will judge. We’re sending home a flyer with the details.”

Everyone began to talk and whisper at once. All I kept thinking was: If I could win a baking contest, everyone would know me. Everyone would like me. I’d be one of the cool kids! I’d be popular!




This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real places are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and events are products of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or places or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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