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  East Pinnacles—Hollister Gateway


  The park is open 24 hours a day, and the Pinnacles Visitor Center is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily for entrance fees, maps, and information. Self-pay envelopes are available outside of the visitor center after hours. The visitor center is at the entrance to the campground and shares the wooden ranch-style building with the camp store and campground check-in counter. The small visitor center space has a few exhibits alongside the bookstore and park-related retail items. There is a pay phone on the outside wall of the building that takes calling cards but no coins. Parking and a day-use area with picnic tables, grills, restrooms, and seasonally open swimming pool are located behind the visitor center.


  There are twenty-six hikes described from the east side of park that sample eight trailheads from which to explore distinct and overlapping ecosystems as well as natural and cultural history. Peaks, meadows, gulches, talus caves, a reservoir, and wilderness woodlands await to stoke your curiosity and rejuvenate your spirit.


  Bear Gulch Day Use Area, 3 miles up the road into the park, has the seasonally open Bear Gulch Nature Center, the national monument’s original visitor center, in one of the historic buildings crafted with local rock by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. The small nature center houses cultural and natural history exhibits, an earthquake seismograph, and a topographic relief map. Maps and information are also available. The day-use area has parking for several trailheads and picnic tables with grills, drinking water, and restrooms. Park headquarters and related administrative offices and some employee residences are also at the Bear Gulch Day Use Area.



   1Visitor Center to Bacon Ranch


  

  This historic property is part of Pinnacles National Park’s newest land acquisitions and is the park’s future interpretive program in progress. This is a convenient, flat, skip-and-a-hop type of hike from the visitor center or campground. It is ideal for a leg stretch or end of day stroll with young children or folks with limited stamina, or for visitors who like to round off the park’s geologic wonders with a dose of nostalgia for early California ranching life.


  

  
    Start: From the picnic area parking lot behind Pinnacles Visitor Center


    Distance: 0.5-mile lollipop


    Hiking time: 30 minutes


    Difficulty: Easy


    Trail surface: Dirt


    Trailhead elevation: 1,070 feet


    Highest point: 1,092 feet


    Best seasons: Spring for wildflowers, late fall and winter for cooler temperatures. Although summer and early fall can be very hot, this hike is short enough to beat the heat on summer mornings and evenings.


    Maps: USGS North Chalone Peak; Pinnacles National Park map; Tom Harrison map of Pinnacles National Park


    Nearest town: Hollister


    Trail contact: Pinnacles National Park, 5000 CA 146, Paicines, CA 95043-9770; (831) 389-4485 or (831) 389-4427; www.nps.gov/pinn


    Trail tips: This trail is open to the public but was too new to be on the park map or have a marked trailhead at the time of publication. It makes for an especially lovely stroll in the late afternoon light.


    Finding the trailhead: From US 101 at San Juan Bautista/Hollister exit 345 (approximately 17 miles north of Salinas and 10 miles south of Gilroy), take exit 345 and drive 7.5 miles to the Hollister turnoff on the right. Drive 3.5 miles and turn right onto CA 25. Drive 28 miles on CA 25 to the Pinnacles National Park entrance. Turn right into the park and drive 2 miles to the visitor center to pay the entrance fee and pick up a map and information. The visitor center is on your left just before the T intersection for the campground on the right and the picnic area parking lot on the left. Turn left for the picnic area parking lot behind the visitor center. The unmarked trail begins at the gate signed Authorized Vehicles Only. GPS: N36 29.66' / W121 08.71'.


    From US 101 at King City, take exit 282B/Broadway Street and turn right onto Broadway Street. Drive 1 mile on Broadway Street to the T intersection with First Street. Turn left onto First Street and drive 14 miles to the T intersection with CA 25. (First Street becomes Bitterwater Road at the sign for East Pinnacles.) Turn left onto CA 25 to Pinnacles and drive 14 miles to the CA 146 intersection. Turn left into Pinnacles National Park and follow directions above to the trailhead.

  



  The Hike


  

  At the time of publication, this trail was unmarked. From the gate with the Authorized Vehicles Only sign, you walk on the dirt service/ranch road through the picnic area and through the opening in a wooden split rail fence. Sandy Creek is on the right and the main park road is on the left until you walk across the wooden bridge over Sandy Creek. The creek is then on your left and the Bacon Ranch house and outbuildings are straight ahead. Wander around the ranch buildings in a counterclockwise loop. The house is on your left, and the paddock and barn are on your right. Notice the picnic table under the oak tree inviting you to a picnic, and let yourself be transported to days gone by on this early California spread. Rejoin the main ranch road to close the loop. The ranch road continues to the right for just under 2 miles to CA 25. Turn left to walk across the bridge and go back to the trailhead the way you came.


  [image: Visitor Center to Bacon Ranch]
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  Miles and Directions


  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the metal gate signed Authorized Vehicles Only in the picnic area parking lot.
    


    
      	0.1

      	Come to a wooden split rail fence and solar panels (scheduled to be removed) on the left. Walk through the opening in the fence.
    


    
      	0.2

      	Cross the wooden bridge over Sandy Creek and come to the Bacon Ranch house and buildings. Begin your loop around the buildings in a counterclockwise direction.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Close the loop back on the ranch road at the bridge. Cross the bridge and go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   2Visitor Center to Butterfield Homestead

  


  This hike puts a whole other face on Pinnacles National Park. Rather than formidable volcanic fortresses and phenomenal talus caves, this hike, which is suitable for families with very young children or for any less-than-hardy hiker, is a pleasant stroll past a historic ranch house and through another homestead, crossing meadows bordered by rolling hills with majestic oaks. Whether you hike in the lush green of spring or the warmth of the golden fall, the landscape transports you back to an earlier California setting. A short spur on the way back treats hikers to a surprise peek of the High Peaks. You may be the lucky hiker who spots a bobcat.

  


  
    Start: From the picnic area parking lot behind Pinnacles Visitor Center


    Distance: 3.8 miles out and back (4.4 miles with optional spur)


    Hiking time: 2 hours


    Difficulty: Easy on level terrain


    Trail surface: Dirt


    Trailhead elevation: 1,070 feet


    Highest point: 1,193 feet


    Best seasons: Spring for wildflowers (fans of the California state flower will be in poppy heaven in the spring), late fall and winter for cooler temperatures. (Although summer and early fall can be very hot in the open, this is a pleasant year-round hike in the early morning and evening.)


    Maps: USGS North Chalone Peak; Pinnacles National Park map; Tom Harrison map of Pinnacles National Park


    Nearest town: Hollister


    Trail contact: Pinnacles National Park, 5000 CA 146, Paicines, CA 95043-9770; (831) 389-4485 or (831) 389-4427; www.nps.gov/pinn


    Trail tips: There is no water or restroom facility on the trail past the visitor center. Restrooms are in the building behind the visitor center. The picnic area has tables, grills, animal-proof metal food-storage boxes, and trash and recycling receptacles. There is a camp store in the visitor center building for the adjacent campground. Dogs are not allowed on these roads, but bicycles are permitted.


    Finding the trailhead: From US 101 at San Juan Bautista/Hollister exit 345 (approximately 17 miles north of Salinas and 10 miles south of Gilroy), take exit 345 and drive 7.5 miles to the Hollister turnoff on the right. Drive 3.5 miles and turn right onto CA 25. Drive 28 miles on CA 25 to the Pinnacles National Park entrance. Turn right into the park and drive 2 miles to the visitor center to pay the entrance fee and pick up a map and information. The visitor center is on your left just before the T intersection for the campground on the right and the picnic area parking lot on the left. Turn left for the picnic area parking lot behind the visitor center. The unmarked trail begins at the gate signed Authorized Vehicles Only. GPS: N36 29.66' / W121 08.71'.


    From US 101 at King City, take exit 282B/Broadway Street and turn right onto Broadway Street. Drive 1 mile on Broadway Street to the T intersection with First Street. Turn left onto First Street and drive 14 miles to the T intersection with CA 25. (First Street becomes Bitterwater Road at the sign for East Pinnacles.) Turn left onto CA 25 to Pinnacles and drive 14 miles to the CA 146 intersection. Turn left into Pinnacles National Park and follow directions above to the trailhead.

  




  [image: Visitor Center to Butterfield Homestead]

  The Hike


  

  At the time of publication of this book, this trail was open to the public but unmarked and did not appear on the park map. The homestead parcel was added to the park in 2006 and is part of future improvements per the General Management Plan.


  The service/ranch road goes through the picnic area with Sandy Creek on the right and the park road on the left. You walk through the opening in a split rail wooden fence with solar panels on the left (note that there are plans to remove these panels) before crossing a bridge over Sandy Creek to the Bacon Ranch and the buildings surrounding the old ranch house. At this point the dirt ranch road becomes your trail heading northeast toward CA 25, passing an old corral and several cattle gates along the way. Please close all gates behind you.


  From here the trail takes you across meadows bordered by rolling hills and dotted with majestic oaks. Sandy Creek is on the left of the ranch road, and the paved park road (CA 146) parallels the creek on the north bank of Sandy Creek.


  At 0.7 mile you pass a trail junction where another spur ranch road heads right toward private property. For now continue walking straight, but on the way back, if time permits, this is the spur you can walk up for about 0.3 mile on park land to catch an unexpected distant view of the High Peaks, looking back toward the west, before going back to the trailhead the way you came. Please respect private property; beyond this point the High Peaks disappear from view anyway.


  [image: Park pack animals corralled at Butterfield Homestead]
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  As you continue up the main ranch road, it curves away from the creek toward a couple of barns and a horse corral on the right and an Aermotor windmill on the left. This is the Butterfield homestead. From the windmill site, open meadows stretch on either side of this idyllic sweeping ranch road all the way to the cattle guard and gate at CA 25, which is the park boundary and your turnaround point. (GPS: N36 31.00'/ W121 07.87'. Elevation 1,193 feet.) Pick a spot for a picnic and enjoy the open views.


  Miles and Directions


  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the gate signed Authorized Vehicles Only in the picnic area parking lot behind the visitor center.
    


    
      	0.1

      	Come to solar panels on the left and a wooden split rail fence. Walk through the opening in the fence.
    


    
      	0.2

      	Come to a wooden bridge across Sandy Creek. Walk across the bridge and past the Bacon Ranch house and outbuildings.
    


    
      	0.7

      	Come to a road junction. This is where you have the option of walking up the spur for about 0.3 mile on the way back. For now continue walking straight on the ranch road past a cattle gate with a pedestrian gate on the right. Observe the signs that say, “Keep gate closed.”
    


    
      	1.3

      	Come to a horse corral and barn on the right. The Aermotor windmill is on the left.
    


    
      	1.9

      	Come to the cattle guard and gate at CA 25 and your turnaround point. Go back in the direction you came from. If time and energy allow, take the spur at 0.7 mile.
    


    
      	3.8

      	Arrive back at the trailhead for a direct out and back.
    


    
      	4.4

      	Arrive back at the trailhead if you walked the 0.3 mile up the spur for a peek of the High Peaks.
    

  



   3Visitor Center to South Wilderness


  

  The trailhead at the entrance to the campground’s paved road is nothing to get excited about, but it gets better quickly. First you are rewarded with two condor-spotting telescopes on an ADA-accessible concrete pad within 200 feet of the trail-head. After the first 0.5 mile across the campground—paralleling or walking on the paved campground road—the hike is on a pleasant, lightly used dirt trail lacing a pine woodland and meadow portal to the solitude of the South Wilderness, then tracing the seasonal Chalone Creek at the foot of chaparral-covered hills.


  

  
    Start: From the corner of the campground entrance at the Bench trailhead


    Distance: 7.0 miles out and back


    Hiking time: 3.5 hours


    Difficulty: Moderate


    Trail surface: Dirt, pavement, and gravel


    Trailhead elevation: 1,063 feet


    Highest point: 1,063 feet


    Best seasons: Spring for wildflowers, late fall and winter for cooler temperatures (summer and early fall can be very hot)


    Maps: USGS North Chalone Peak; Pinnacles National Park map; Tom Harrison map of Pinnacles National Park


    Nearest town: Hollister


    Trail contact: Pinnacles National Park, 5000 CA 146, Paicines, CA 95043-9770; (831) 389-4485 or (831) 389-4427; www.nps.gov/pinn


    Trail tips: There is a camp store in the visitor center building for the adjacent campground. Water, restrooms, and a picnic area with grills, food-storage containers, and recycling and trash containers are behind the visitor center.


    Finding the trailhead: From US 101 at San Juan Bautista/Hollister exit 345 (approximately 17 miles north of Salinas and 10 miles south of Gilroy), take exit 345 and drive 7.5 miles to the Hollister turnoff on the right. Drive 3.5 miles and turn right onto CA 25. Drive 28 miles on CA 25 to the Pinnacles National Park entrance. Turn right into the park and drive 2 miles to the visitor center to pay the entrance fee and pick up a map and information. The visitor center is on your left. Turn left at the campground entrance and park in the picnic area parking lot behind the visitor center. Walk back toward the visitor center and campground entrance. The Bench trailhead is across from the visitor center at the campground entrance. GPS: N36 29.59' / W121 08.78'.


    From US 101 at King City, take exit 282B/Broadway Street and turn right onto Broadway Street. Drive 1 mile on Broadway Street to the T intersection with First Street. Turn left onto First Street and drive 14 miles to the T intersection with CA 25. (First Street becomes Bitterwater Road at the sign for East Pinnacles.) Turn left onto CA 25 to Pinnacles and drive 14 miles to the CA 146 intersection. Turn left into Pinnacles National Park and follow directions above to the trailhead.

  



  The Hike


  

  At the start, this may seem like an odd hike since it follows the paved campground road for the first 0.5 mile, but it should not be dismissed for several reasons. The parking is easy and ample behind the visitor center. It is the closest trailhead to the visitor center and therefore the quickest way to get moving after the drive. Since parts of it are ADA friendly and wheelchair accessible, you may get the best view of condors in flight without much exertion. The Condor interpretive panels are just 200 feet from the trailhead, with two telescopes pointed toward the southern ridge where condors frequently catch thermals.


  [image: Trail passes through meadow and pine and oak woodland.]


  The hike into the South Wilderness is mostly flat with minimal elevation change and becomes more interesting and nourishing after the first 0.5 mile, where it transitions to dirt and you walk through the gate at the wild pig fence. The interpretive panel gives a detailed explanation of why it is important to keep these nonnative mammals outside of park boundaries and how their rooting behavior causes erosion. For the next mile the creek on your left infuses new life to the area, even during the lowest flow season in drier years. At 0.9 mile an interpretative panel about air quality stations in the park describes yet another feature that makes Pinnacles National Park significant ecologically. One of the air quality stations is directly across the paved road as you lift your eyes from the information board. The stations are part of a study to measure air pollution and its effects on the ecosystem.


  Just ahead, the trail intersects a dirt service/fire road in an oak and pine meadow. As beautiful as the green and rainbow colors of spring grass and wildflowers are, the maroon of the drought-resistant scrub against the pale cream blooms of buckwheat in the muted late autumn and winter light is also a surprisingly beautiful palette.
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  Turn left onto the service road and notice the High Peaks on the horizon on your right through the foliage as you walk past the trail junction for the Bear Gulch Day Use Area and Old Pinnacles Trail on the right. Continue straight on the service road. At 1.3 miles the service road forks, then bears left at the No Entry sign. Bear right along the narrower South Wilderness Trail. The trail continues in the meadow interrupted by sycamore, pine, and oak woodland until it reaches the banks of seasonal Chalone Creek. This is the only tricky section of the trail, with an unmarked junction and a spur trail to the left. Bear right and cross the creek. The creek will stay on your left until you reach the pig fence and the “end of South Wilderness Trail” sign.


  At about 2.3 miles the trail narrows and skirts the bank on a steep hillside above the creek before meandering back into what feels like the creek’s floodplain corralled between the chaparral-covered hills. The end of the South Wilderness Trail and pig fence is about 1.2 miles ahead.


  If you have looked at the USGS map, you might confuse an old trail to South Chalone Peak with the track of the pig fence that continues beyond the end of the South Wilderness Trail. You may get misled into thinking that the couple of feet of clearing along the fence is a trail to South Chalone Peak, about 3 miles farther. This is not a trail. Furthermore, the barbed-wire pig fence would be less than “hand-friendly” when the terrain gets so steep that you instinctively reach for the fence to stop from slipping backward. Contrary to what you may think, South Chalone Peak is smothered in too much tall chaparral to reward you with fabulous views.


  Soak up the quiet and solitude of the South Wilderness Trail while enjoying a snack at the fence line before going back to the trailhead the way you came.


  Miles and Directions


  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Bench trailhead across from the visitor center at the entrance to the campground and walk 200 feet to the Condor interpretive panels and telescopes to help you spot soaring condors. Continue walking to the corner and trail sign for South Wilderness Junction 0.9, Bear Gulch Area 2.6, High Peaks Junction 2.2, Balconies Area 4.4. Watch for Bench Trail markers on the right. The trail parallels the campground’s paved road to the right.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the campground restrooms (flush toilets and sinks).
    


    
      	0.5

      	The trail transitions from pavement to dirt at the Hiker trail sign. Sandy Creek is on your left.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Arrive at the Wild Pig interpretive panel and fence with a gate. Walk through the gate and latch it carefully. There is an information panel just ahead.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Come to an information panel describing air quality checkpoints. An air quality monitoring station is visible across the road.
    


    
      	1.1

      	The trail intersects a dirt service/fire road. Turn left onto the service road.
    


    
      	1.15

      	Come to a trail junction with a sign for South Wilderness Trail (straight), Bear Gulch Area 1.7 (right); Old Pinnacles Trail 1.1 (right). Continue walking straight on the service road.
    


    
      	1.3

      	Come to a fork in the road at the No Entry sign on the service road on the left. Bear right on the South Wilderness Trail.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Come to an unmarked trail junction with a spur to the left. Bear right and cross the seasonal Chalone Creek. The creek will remain on your left to the end of the South Wilderness Trail.
    


    
      	2.3

      	The trail narrows and skirts the bank on a steep hillside above the creek.
    


    
      	3.5

      	Arrive at the end of the South Wilderness Trail at the pig fence. (GPS: N36 27.16'/ W121 09.23'. Elevation: 877 feet.) Have a snack and go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	7.0

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   4Visitor Center to Peaks View Day Use Area


  

  If you can get past this hike’s lackluster section along the campground road, you will be rewarded with two condor-spotting telescopes on an ADA accessible concrete pad within 250 feet of the trailhead. From the 0.5 mile mark to Peaks View Day Use Area, it’s a relaxing stroll along a creek and through pine woodland, ending with a postcard view of the High Peaks’ volcanic palisade.


  

  
    Start: From the corner of the campground entrance at the Bench trailhead


    Distance: 3.0 miles out and back


    Hiking time: 1.5 hours


    Difficulty: Easy


    Trail surface: Pavement and dirt


    Trailhead elevation: 1,063 feet


    Highest point: 1,063 feet


    Best seasons: Spring for wildflowers, late fall and winter for cooler temperatures (summer and early fall can be very hot)


    Maps: USGS North Chalone Peak; Pinnacles National Park map; Tom Harrison map of Pinnacles National Park


    Nearest town: Hollister


    Trail contact: Pinnacles National Park, 5000 CA 146, Paicines, CA 95043-9770; (831) 389-4485 or (831) 389-4427; www.nps.gov/pinn


    Trail tips: There is a camp store in the visitor center building for the adjacent campground. Water, restrooms, and a picnic area with grills, food-storage containers, and recycling and trash containers are behind the visitor center.


    Finding the trailhead: From US 101 at San Juan Bautista/Hollister exit 345 (approximately 17 miles north of Salinas and 10 miles south of Gilroy), take exit 345 and drive 7.5 miles to the Hollister turnoff on the right. Drive 3.5 miles and turn right onto CA 25. Drive 28 miles on CA 25 to the Pinnacles National Park entrance. Turn right into the park and drive 2 miles to the visitor center to pay the entrance fee and pick up a map and information. The visitor center is on your left. Turn left at the campground entrance and park in the picnic area parking lot behind the visitor center. Walk back toward the visitor center and campground entrance. The Bench trailhead is across from the visitor center at the campground entrance. GPS: N36 29.59' / W121 08.78'.


    From US 101 at King City, take exit 282B/Broadway Street and turn right onto Broadway Street. Drive 1 mile on Broadway Street to the T intersection with First Street. Turn left onto First Street and drive 14 miles to the T intersection with CA 25. (First Street becomes Bitterwater Road at the sign for East Pinnacles.) Turn left onto CA 25 to Pinnacles and drive 14 miles to the CA 146 intersection. Turn left into Pinnacles National Park and follow directions above to the trailhead.

  



  The Hike


  

  At the start, this may seem like an odd hike since it follows the paved campground road for the first 0.5 mile, but it should not be dismissed for several reasons. The parking is easy and ample behind the visitor center. It is one of the closest trailheads to the visitor center and therefore the quickest way to get moving after the drive. Since parts of it are ADA friendly and wheelchair accessible, you may get the best view of condors in flight without much exertion. The Condor interpretive panels are just 200 feet from the trailhead, with two telescopes pointed toward the southern ridge where condors frequently catch thermals. Bench Trail is an easy, flat hike suitable for hikers of all ages, and parents with toddlers who like to be carried will appreciate the absence of radical elevation change.


  [image: Close the gate as you pass through the “wild pig fence” on the Bench Trail.]


  The trail becomes more interesting and nourishing after the first 0.5 mile, where it transitions to dirt and you walk through the gate at the wild pig fence. The interpretive sign gives a detailed explanation of why it is important to keep these non-native mammals outside of park boundaries and how their rooting behavior causes erosion. For the next mile the creek on your left infuses new life to the area, even during the lowest flow season in drier years. At 0.9 mile an interpretive panel about air quality stations in the park describes yet another feature that makes Pinnacles National Park significant ecologically. One of the air quality stations is directly across the paved road as you lift your eyes from the information board. The stations are part of a study to measure air pollution and its effects on the ecosystem.


  [image: Visitor Center to Peaks View Day Use Area]


  Just ahead on the trail, you cross a dirt service/fire road in an oak and pine meadow. As beautiful as the green and rainbow colors of spring grass and wildflowers are, the maroon of the drought-resistant scrub against the pale cream blooms of buckwheat in the muted late autumn and winter light is also a surprisingly beautiful palette.


  The sandy trail rises at 1.3 miles, revealing the first view of the Pinnacles’ peaks across the wash. The trail continues above the wash and traces a path paralleling the park road. You arrive at Peaks View Day Use Area and the Condor Crags information panel at 1.5 miles. The strategically placed bench invites hikers to sit and absorb the views. This is your destination and an idyllic spot for a picnic or snack and a good dose of fluids. Go back to the trailhead the way you came.


  Miles and Directions


  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Bench trailhead across from the visitor center at the entrance to the campground and walk 200 feet to the Condor interpretive panel and telescopes to help you spot soaring condors. Continue walking to the corner and trail sign for South Wilderness Junction 0.9, Bear Gulch Area 2.6, High Peaks Junction 2.2, Balconies Area 4.4. Watch for Bench Trail markers on the right. The trail parallels the campground’s paved road to the right.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the campground bathrooms (flush toilets and sinks).
    


    
      	0.5

      	The trail transitions from pavement to dirt at the Hiker trail sign. Sandy Creek is on your left.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Arrive at the Wild Pig interpretive panel and fence with a gate. Walk through the gate and latch it carefully. There is an information board just ahead.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Come to an information panel describing air quality checkpoints. An air quality monitoring station is across the road.
    


    
      	1.1

      	The trail intersects with a dirt service/fire road. Turn left onto the service road. Shortly arrive at a trail junction with a sign for South Wilderness Trail (straight); Bear Gulch Area 1.7 (right); Old Pinnacles Trail 1.1 (right). Turn right to continue walking on Bench Trail.
    


    
      	1.3

      	The trail rises gently, revealing a view of the Pinnacles’ peaks across the wash.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Arrive at the Peaks View Day Use Area. (GPS: N36 28.97'/ W121 09.72'. Elevation 974 feet.) Walk across the parking lot entrance to the Condor Crags interpretive panel and bench. This is a perfect spot for admiring this unique ancient geological formation where condors nest and roost once again. Go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	3.0

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   5Visitor Center to Bear Gulch Day Use Area


  

  If you can get past the lackluster beginning of this hike along the campground road, you will be rewarded with two condor-spotting telescopes on an ADA-accessible concrete pad within 200 feet of the trailhead, a lovely meadow and pine woodland with a postcard view of the High Peaks’ volcanic palisade, and this hike’s “pièce de résistance”—Bear Gulch Trail along a seasonally tumbling Bear Gulch Creek.


  

  
    Start: From the corner of the campground entrance at the Bench trailhead


    Distance: 5.7 miles out and back


    Hiking time: 3 hours


    Difficulty: Moderate


    Trail surface: Pavement and dirt


    Trailhead elevation: 1,063 feet


    Highest point: 1,275 feet


    Best seasons: Spring for wildflowers, winter and spring for water in the creek, and late fall and winter for cooler temperatures (summer and early fall can be very hot)


    Maps: USGS North Chalone Peak; Pinnacles National Park map; Tom Harrison map of Pinnacles National Park


    Nearest town: Hollister


    Trail contact: Pinnacles National Park, 5000 CA 146, Paicines, CA 95043-9770; (831) 389-4485 or (831) 389-4427; www.nps.gov/pinn


    Trail tips: There is a camp store in the visitor center building for the adjacent campground. Water, restrooms, and a picnic area with grills, food-storage containers, and recycling and trash containers are behind the visitor center. The Bear Gulch Day Use Area has water, restrooms, and a picnic area.


    Finding the trailhead: From US 101 at San Juan Bautista/Hollister exit 345 (approximately 17 miles north of Salinas and 10 miles south of Gilroy), take exit 345 and drive 7.5 miles to the Hollister turnoff on the right. Drive 3.5 miles and turn right onto CA 25. Drive 28 miles on CA 25 to the Pinnacles National Park entrance. Turn right into the park and drive 2 miles to the visitor center to pay the entrance fee and pick up a map and information. The visitor center is on your left. Turn left at the campground entrance and park in the picnic area parking lot behind the visitor center. Walk back toward the visitor center and campground entrance. The Bench trailhead is across from the visitor center at the campground entrance. GPS: N36 29.59' / W121 08.78'.


    From US 101 at King City, take exit 282B/Broadway Street and turn right onto Broadway Street. Drive 1 mile on Broadway Street to the T intersection with First Street. Turn left onto First Street and drive 14 miles to the T intersection with CA 25. (First Street becomes Bitterwater Road at the sign for East Pinnacles.) Turn left onto CA 25 to Pinnacles and drive 14 miles to the CA 146 intersection. Turn left into Pinnacles National Park and follow directions above to the trailhead.

  



  The Hike


  

  At the start, this may seem like an odd hike since it follows the paved campground road for the first 0.5 mile, but it should not be dismissed for several reasons. The parking is easy and ample behind the visitor center. It is one of the closest trailheads to the visitor center and therefore the quickest way to get moving after the drive. Since the first 0.5 mile is ADA friendly and wheelchair accessible, you may get the best view of condors in flight without much exertion. The Condor interpretive panels are just 200 feet from the trailhead, with two telescopes pointed toward the southern ridge where condors frequently catch thermals.


  [image: Bear Gulch Creek cascades following a rainstorm]


  The hike becomes more interesting and nourishing at 0.5 mile, where the pavement transitions to dirt and you walk through the gate at the wild pig fence. The interpretive panel gives a detailed explanation of why it is important to keep these nonnative mammals outside of park boundaries and how their rooting behavior causes erosion. For the next mile the creek on your left infuses new life to the area, even during the lowest flow season in drier years. At 0.9 mile an interpretative panel about air quality stations in the park describes yet another feature that makes Pinnacles National Park significant ecologically. One of the air quality stations is directly across the paved road as you lift your eyes from the information board. The stations are part of a study to measure air pollution and its effects on the ecosystem.


  Just ahead on the trail, you cross a dirt service road in an oak and pine meadow. As beautiful as the green and rainbow colors of spring grass and wildflowers are, the maroon of the drought-resistant scrub against the pale cream blooms of buckwheat in the muted late autumn and winter light is also a surprisingly beautiful palette.


  The sandy trail rises at 1.3 miles, revealing the first view of the Pinnacles’ peaks across the wash. The trail continues above the wash and traces a path paralleling the park road. You arrive at Peaks View Day Use Area and the Condor Crags information panel at 1.5 miles. The strategically placed bench invites hikers to sit and absorb the views before continuing on Bench Trail to where it veers left and crosses a double wooden footbridge across seasonal Chalone Creek toward Bear Gulch. With a bit of luck in the spring, the wide, rocky wash of Chalone Creek may treat you to ribbons of bright orange poppies paralleling the banks. The unmarked spur trail at this junction on the east side of the creek continues straight to an overflow parking area of about ten spaces.


  Just across the two wooden footbridges you come to a trail junction where the unmarked Bench Trail goes right, paralleling Chalone Creek on the west side, and unmarked Bear Gulch Trail begins. A trail sign for Bear Gulch Day Use Area is on the right side of the trail. Bear left on this trail and hike up the wider mouth of the gulch, where Bear Gulch Creek flows into Chalone Creek. Bear Gulch Creek is on your left as you start walking uphill. Six wooden footbridges lace the creek over the last and sweetest mile-long section of this hike. In the winter and early spring, the water cascading over boulders and spilling into waterfalls between volcanic rock outcrops is truly enchanting.


  Once you reach the driveway of the private park employee residence, the trail levels across the last two footbridges just 0.2 mile from Bear Gulch Day Use Area. There are a few picnic tables on both sides of the road and a larger picnic area with grills just up the trail west of the parking area and bathrooms. Note that the Bear Gulch Nature Center is typically open on weekends during peak season from March to May, and there are some very interesting exhibits. The free park shuttle runs between the visitor center and Bear Gulch Day Use Area during that peak season.


  [image: Visitor Center to Bear Gulch Day Use Area]


  Go back to the trailhead the way you came. If you are hiking this trail between March and May, check the shuttle schedule, as this may be an option for the return if you or hikers in your party are less enthusiastic about hiking back.


  Miles and Directions


  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Bench trailhead across from the visitor center at the entrance to the campground and walk 200 feet to the Condor interpretive panels and telescopes to help you spot soaring condors. Continue walking to the corner and trail sign for South Wilderness Junction .9, Bear Gulch Area 2.6, High Peaks Junction 2.2, Balconies Area 4.4. Watch for Bench Trail markers on the right. The trail parallels the campground’s paved road to the right.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the campground bathrooms (flush toilets and sinks).
    


    
      	0.5

      	The trail transitions from pavement to dirt at the Hiker trail sign. The creek is on your left.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Arrive at the Wild Pig interpretive panel and fence with a gate. Walk through the gate and latch it carefully. The information board is just ahead.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Come to an information panel describing air quality checkpoints. An air quality monitoring station is visible across the road.
    


    
      	1.1

      	The trail intersects a dirt service road. Turn left onto the service road. Shortly arrive at a trail junction with a sign for South Wilderness Trail (straight); Bear Gulch Area 1.7 (right); Old Pinnacles Trail 1.1 (right). Turn right to continue walking on Bench Trail.
    


    
      	1.3

      	The trail rises gently, revealing a view of the Pinnacles’ peaks across the wash.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Arrive at the Peaks View Day Use Area. Walk across the parking lot entrance to the Condor Crags interpretive panel and bench. This is a perfect spot for taking a break and admiring this unique ancient geological formation where condors nest and roost once again.
    


    
      	1.8

      	Come to a trail junction for Bear Gulch Day Use Area and an unmarked spur to a parking area. Turn left and walk across the double wooden footbridges. Immediately come to the unmarked trail junction for Bear Gulch Trail and a trail sign for Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Bench Trail continues right. Bear left and walk up Bear Gulch Trail toward the day-use area.
    


    
      	2.05

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge. You will cross three more bridges in the next 0.5 mile.
    


    
      	2.65

      	Walk across the driveway at the employee residence.
    


    
      	2.7

      	Walk across two more wooden footbridges in quick succession. Park buildings are on the left.
    


    
      	2.85

      	Arrive at Bear Gulch Day Use Area. GPS: N36 28.90'/ W121 10.86'. Elevation 1,275 feet.
    


    
      	5.7

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   6Peaks View Day Use Area to Bear Gulch Day Use Area


  

  This is a nice snapshot of the lush Bear Gulch area via the sweetest mile of trail in the park. There’s something enchanting about hiking up this narrow gulch laced with six wooden footbridges across seasonal Bear Gulch Creek, which is lined with buckeye, sycamore, and oaks. Ferns, cattails, and clump grass–like sedges, cascades, and a waterfall are some of the seasonal centerpieces.


  

  
    Start: From Peaks View Day Use Area


    Distance: 2.7 miles out and back


    Hiking time: 1.5 hours


    Difficulty: Moderate


    Trail surface: Dirt


    Trailhead elevation: 974 feet


    Highest point: 1,275 feet


    Best seasons: Spring for wildflowers, late fall and winter for cooler temperatures (summer and early fall can be very hot)


    Maps: USGS North Chalone Peak; Pinnacles National Park map; Tom Harrison map of Pinnacles National Park


    Nearest town: Hollister


    Trail contact: Pinnacles National Park, 5000 CA 146, Paicines, CA 95043-9770; (831) 389-4485 or (831) 389-4427; www.nps.gov/pinn


    Trail tips: Water, a portable toilet, picnic tables, and recycling and trash containers are at Peaks View Day Use Area. Bear Gulch Day Use Area has flush toilets and all of the above amenities. Watch for poison oak along some stretches of the trail.


    Finding the trailhead: From US 101 at San Juan Bautista/Hollister exit 345 (approximately 17 miles north of Salinas and 10 miles south of Gilroy), take exit 345 and drive 7.5 miles to the Hollister turnoff on the right. Drive


    
  



  

  

  

  

  [image: Seasonal waterfall along Bear Gulch Trail]


  

  [image: Peaks View Day Use Area to Bear Gulch Day Use Area]
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      	0.0

      	Start at Peaks View Day Use Area and walk north on Bench Trail.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to a trail junction for Bear Gulch Day Use Area and an unmarked spur to a parking area. Turn left and walk across the double wooden footbridges. Shortly come to the unmarked trail junction for Bear Gulch Trail and a trail sign for Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Bench Trail continues right. Bear left and walk up Bear Gulch Trail toward the day-use area.
    


    
      	0.55

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge. You will cross three more bridges in the next 0.5 mile.
    


    
      	1.15

      	Walk across the driveway at the employee residence.
    


    
      	1.2

      	Walk across two more wooden footbridges in quick succession. Park buildings are on the left.
    


    
      	1.35

      	Arrive at Bear Gulch Day Use Area. GPS: N36 28.90'/ W121 10.86'. Elevation: 1,275 feet.
    


    
      	2.7

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   7Peaks View Day Use Area to Condor Gulch


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  [image: Rocks sculpted by Bear Gulch Creek]


  

  

  

  [image: Peaks View Day Use Area to Condor Gulch]


  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at Peaks View Day Use Area and walk north on Bench Trail.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to a trail junction for Bear Gulch Day Use Area and an unmarked spur to a parking area. Turn left and walk across the double wooden footbridges. Shortly come to the unmarked trail junction for Bear Gulch Trail and a trail sign for Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Bench Trail continues right. Bear left and head up Bear Gulch Trail toward the day-use area. This is where your lollipop will close when you return from the right.
    


    
      	0.55

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge. You will cross three more bridges in the next 0.5 mile.
    


    
      	1.15

      	Walk across the driveway at the employee residence.
    


    
      	1.2

      	Walk across two more wooden footbridges in quick succession. Park buildings are on the left.
    


    
      	1.35

      	Arrive at Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Walk across the road to the bench and wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	1.4

      	Come to the Condor Gulch trailhead.
    


    
      	2.4

      	Come to the Condor Gulch Overlook.
    


    
      	2.9

      	Soak up a 360-degree view as you approach the High Peaks.
    


    
      	3.1

      	The Condor Gulch Trail ends at the junction with the High Peaks Trail. Bear right and continue walking on High Peaks Trail toward Bench Trail.
    


    
      	3.8

      	Come to a panoramic viewpoint. The trail veers left and downhill.
    


    
      	5.1

      	Come to a T-junction for the unmarked Bench Trail. High Peaks Trail ends here. Turn right, then shortly walk across the seasonal creek on the wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	5.4

      	Walk under the park road overpass. In 0.2 mile walk on two closely spaced boardwalks along an eroded section of Chalone Creek.
    


    
      	5.7

      	Come to a trail junction with the unmarked Bear Gulch Trail. This is the close of your lollipop. Go back across the double wooden footbridge. Shortly come to an unmarked spur trail on the left. Bear right and go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	6.05

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   8Peaks View Day Use Area to Chalone Creek Overlook


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: Peaks View Day Use Area to Chalone Creek Overlook]


  [image: Enjoying the view at the Chalone Creek Overlook]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at Peaks View Day Use Area and walk north on the Bench Trail, which parallels the creekbed and park road.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to a trail junction for Bear Gulch Day Use Area and Old Pinnacles Trail going left and an unmarked spur to an overflow parking area straight ahead. Turn left and walk across the double wooden footbridges. Shortly come to the trail junction for Bear Gulch Trail straight and Old Pinnacles Trail right. Turn right to continue on Bench Trail toward Old Pinnacles Trail.
    


    
      	0.4

      	Walk on two closely spaced boardwalks along the eroded bank of the creek.
    


    
      	0.65

      	Bench Trail continues under a road overpass.
    


    
      	0.85

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	0.95

      	Come to the trail junction for High Peaks Trail and turn left.
    


    
      	2.15

      	Come to a pine and oak woodland.
    


    
      	2.25

      	Come to your viewpoint destination on the left. Enjoy a picnic with a view before going back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	4.5

      	Arrive back at the trailhead at Peaks View Day Use Area.
    

  


  [image: image]



   9Peaks View Day Use Area to Old Pinnacles Trailhead


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  




  [image: Peaks View Day Use Area to Old Pinnacles Trailhead]

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: One of two boardwalks on the Bench Trail above Chalone Creek]


  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at Peaks View Day Use Area and walk north on Bench Trail.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to a trail junction for Bear Gulch Day Use Area and Old Pinnacles Trail going left and an unmarked spur to an overflow parking area straight ahead. Turn left and walk across the double wooden footbridges. Shortly come to the trail junction for Bear Gulch Trail straight and Old Pinnacles Trail right. Turn right to continue on Bench Trail toward Old Pinnacles Trail. Chalone Creek is on the right.
    


    
      	0.4

      	Walk on two closely spaced boardwalks along the eroded bank of the creek.
    


    
      	0.65

      	The trail continues under a road overpass.
    


    
      	0.85

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	0.95

      	Come to the trail junction for High Peaks Trail on the left. Continue walking north on Bench Trail.
    


    
      	1.45

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge to the east bank of Chalone Creek and the trail junction. Bench Trail ends at this junction with Old Pinnacles Trail. Bear right and walk to Old Pinnacles trailhead.
    


    
      	1.65

      	Arrive at Old Pinnacles trailhead and the parking lot. Go back the way you came.
    


    
      	3.3

      	Arrive back at the trailhead in Peaks View Day Use Area.
    

  



   10Fire Wayside Parking Area to High Peaks


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Trail crosses Chalone Creek on two wooden footbridges.]


  [image: Fire Wayside Parking Area to High Peaks]


  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the unmarked trailhead and information panel and Fire interpretation panel across from the overflow parking lot. Turn left.
    


    
      	0.05

      	Come to the trail junction and turn right to cross the seasonal Chalone Creek on the double wooden footbridges.
    


    
      	0.1

      	Come to the trail junction for Bear Gulch Day Use Area and the unmarked Bench Trail. Turn right toward Old Pinnacles Trail on the unmarked Bench Trail. Your lollipop will close here when you come down Bear Gulch. Immediately walk over two closely spaced boardwalks along the eroded bank of the creek.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge, then come to the trail junction for High Peaks Trail and turn left.
    


    
      	2.7

      	Come to the trail junction for unmarked Condor Gulch on the left. Continue walking straight up to High Peaks. The trail will crest and open north across to Balconies Cliffs.
    


    
      	3.2

      	Come to two climber access trails on the right, then emerge on the west side of a narrow corridor of sculpted rock formations to the junction for Tunnel Trail. Continue walking on High Peaks Trail and up narrow stone steps to the crest.
    


    
      	3.7

      	Start down the steep stone steps to the saddle beneath Scout Peak and trail junction for Juniper Canyon. Bear left and walk downhill on the east side of the Pinnacles.
    


    
      	4.5

      	Walk through the rock tunnel. View of North Chalone Peak fire tower will come into view to the south just ahead.
    


    
      	5.0

      	Come to the anvil-shaped rock on the left and a climber access on the right.
    


    
      	5.5

      	Come to the trail junction for Rim Trail. Bear left down to Bear Gulch Day Use Area, passing a climber access on the right. Continue walking downhill past Tourist Trap climber access on the left and continue walking downhill past the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	5.9

      	Come to the Moses Spring trailhead. Walk across the road and follow the hiker trail across the wooden footbridge to Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Walk across the road in the crosswalk and turn left to the trailhead and sign for Peaks View Day Use Area with seasonal Bear Gulch on your left.
    


    
      	6.25

      	Walk across two wooden footbridges in quick succession.
    


    
      	6.35

      	Walk across the driveway at the employee residence.
    


    
      	6.5

      	Walk across a wooden footbridge. You will cross three more bridges in the next 0.5 mile.
    


    
      	7.15

      	Come to the trail junction for the unmarked Bench Trail. Bear Gulch Trail ends here. This is the close of your lollipop. Continue straight across the double wooden footbridge and go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	7.25

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   11Old Pinnacles Trail to Balconies Cave


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Old Pinnacles Trail to Balconies Cave]


  [image: Gated entrance to Balconies Cave—flashlight needed]


  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Old Pinnacles trailhead. Chalone Creek is on the left. The trail junction for High Peaks Trail and Bench Trail is just ahead on the left. Turn right at the trail junction and continue walking toward Balconies Cave via the Old Pinnacles Trail. The Chalone Creek Restoration information board is just ahead on the left.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge and bear left at the trail junction for North Wilderness Trail to continue walking on the Old Pinnacles Trail to Balconies Cave.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Step across the seasonal West Fork Chalone Creek. You will cross the creek five more times in the next 0.7 mile.
    


    
      	2.0

      	Step across the creek once more and come to the trail junction for the Balconies Cliffs Trail on the right. Continue walking straight toward the Balconies Cave entrance.
    


    
      	2.2

      	Come to the gate entrance to Balconies Cave. You exit Balconies Cave in 0.1 mile, then cross West Fork Chalone Creek again.
    


    
      	2.4

      	Come to the trail junction for the Balconies Cliffs Trail and turn right.
    


    
      	2.5

      	Arrive at the climber access trail for Tilting Terrace on the left, then come to stone steps on the left and another climber access.
    


    
      	2.7

      	Viewpoint toward Machete Ridge to the left and High Peaks to the right in the background.
    


    
      	3.2

      	Come to the trail junction for Balconies Cave to the right. This is the close of your lollipop. Turn left onto Old Pinnacles Trail and go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	5.2

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   12Old Pinnacles Trail to Balconies Cave via North Wilderness Trail


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Start of the North Wilderness Trail into a more primitive landscape]


  

  

  [image: Old Pinnacles Trail to Balconies Cave via North Wilderness Trail]


  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Old Pinnacles trailhead. Chalone Creek is on the left. The trail junction for High Peaks Trail and Bench Trail is just ahead on the left. Turn right at the trail junction and continue walking toward Balconies Cave via the Old Pinnacles Trail. The Chalone Creek Restoration information panel is just ahead on the left.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge and turn right on the North Wilderness Trail. Prepare to lace the banks of seasonal North Fork Chalone Creek. Keep an eye out for the cairns.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Cross the outflow of Willow Spring, then shortly cross three trickling veins of Willow Spring.
    


    
      	4.3

      	Cross North Fork Chalone Creek to the north bank past a large rock outcrop and continue zigzagging in the creekbed. The cairns guide your path.
    


    
      	4.5

      	Cross North Fork Chalone Creek. Shortly come to the final North Fork Chalone Creek crossing and begin the climb up the swale to the ridge.
    


    
      	5.1

      	Come to a trail marker confirming you are on the North Wilderness Trail. In 0.3 mile arrive at another trail marker for the North Wilderness Trail. Turn left.
    


    
      	5.6

      	Come to a 360-degree viewpoint at the summit of the ridgeline. The High Peaks and the North Chalone Peak fire tower are prominent to the south, and the eastern views open across the Gabilan Range.
    


    
      	6.0

      	Come to another viewpoint and walk 50 feet left off the trail in the chamise clearing for a stunning view of the High Peaks. Begin the descent off the ridge.
    


    
      	7.3

      	Walk across an unnamed seasonal creek at the boulder.
    


    
      	7.5

      	Come to the end of North Wilderness Trail in the Chaparral Picnic Area, then turn left at the trailhead for Balconies Cave.
    


    
      	7.7

      	Walk across West Fork Chalone Creek on a wooden footbridge and come to a trail junction on the right and a map board and interpretive sign on the left for Balconies Cave and Juniper Canyon. Bear left toward Balconies Cave.
    


    
      	7.9

      	Come to West Fork Chalone Creek and walk across the footbridge. Shortly cross another footbridge to the trail junction and a sign on the right for the climber access trail to Elephant Rock and The Citadel. Bear left and walk under the gargantuan boulder arch toward Balconies Cave. You will cross two more footbridges in quick succession over West Fork Chalone Creek.
    


    
      	8.3

      	Come to Machete Ridge and a climber access on the right and a footbridge across West Fork Chalone Creek. Walk across the footbridge to the trail junction for Balconies Cliffs Trail and Balconies Cave. Turn right to Balconies Cave and immediately walk across the creek to enter Balconies Cave through the gate. Turn on your flashlight or headlamp to continue into the cave. You exit Balconies Cave through the gate in 0.1 mile.
    


    
      	8.7

      	Come to the trail junction for Balconies Cliffs Trail to the left. Bear right on unmarked Old Pinnacles Trail and walk across West Fork Chalone Creek. You will cross the creek six more times in the next mile.
    


    
      	10.0

      	Come to the trail junction with North Wilderness Trail on the left. This is the close of your lollipop. Continue walking back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	10.7

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   13Condor Gulch Trail to Overlook


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: Condor Gulch Trail to Overlook]


  [image: View down Condor Gulch from the overlook]


  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the bench at the pedestrian crosswalk across from the Bear Gulch Day Use Area parking lot. Walk across the wooden bridge and up the Condor Gulch Trail.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Come to the Condor Gulch Overlook on the left. GPS: N36 29.11'/ W121 11.55'. Elevation: 1,812 feet.
    


    
      	2.0

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   14Condor Gulch Trail to High Peaks


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Hiking up Condor Gulch Trail toward the High Peaks]


  [image: Condor Gulch Trail to High Peaks]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the bench at the pedestrian crosswalk across from the Bear Gulch Day Use Area parking lot. Walk across the wooden bridge and up the Condor Gulch Trail.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Come to the Condor Gulch Overlook.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Soak up a 360-degree view as you approach the High Peaks and the junction for High Peaks Trail. The Condor Gulch Trail ends. Bear left on the High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	2.0

      	The trail crests, and the view opens north across to the Balconies Cliffs.
    


    
      	2.2

      	Come to a climber access and a stunning view of the Balconies Cliffs, then emerge on the west side of a narrow corridor of sculpted rock formations with broad, soaring views. At the trail junction with the Tunnel Trail, continue walking straight on High Peaks Trail. The next 0.5 mile of trail is narrow with some sections of steep stone steps.
    


    
      	2.5

      	Begin a steep stair climb to arrive at the crest of the High Peaks Trail before a steep stair descent to the saddle beneath Scout Peak.
    


    
      	3.0

      	Come to the saddle beneath Scout Peak.
    


    
      	3.5

      	Walk through the rock tunnel.
    


    
      	3.8

      	Come to a view of the North Chalone Peak fire tower to the south.
    


    
      	4.0

      	Come to the anvil-shaped rock on the left and a climber access on the right.
    


    
      	4.5

      	Come to the trail junction for Rim Trail. Bear left down to Bear Gulch Day Use Area, passing a climber access on the right. Continue walking downhill.
    


    
      	4.7

      	Walk past the climber access to the top of Tourist Trap on the left, then come to the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail. Continue walking downhill.
    


    
      	4.9

      	Come to the Moses Spring trailhead. Walk across the road.
    


    
      	5.05

      	Walk across the wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	5.1

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   15Condor Gulch Trail to Chaparral Day Use Area


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: Condor Gulch Trail to Chaparral Day Use Area]


  [image: The High Peaks peering through the mist on Condor Gulch Trail]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the bench at the pedestrian crosswalk across from the Bear Gulch Day Use Area parking lot. Walk across the wooden bridge and up the Condor Gulch Trail.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Come to the Condor Gulch Overlook.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Soak up a 360-degree view as you approach the High Peaks.
    


    
      	1.7

      	The Condor Gulch Trail ends at the junction with the High Peaks Trail. Bear left on the High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	2.0

      	The trail crests, and the view opens north across to the Balconies Cliffs.
    


    
      	2.2

      	Come to a climber access and a stunning view of the Balconies Cliffs, then emerge on the west side of a narrow corridor of sculpted rock formations with broad, soaring views.
    


    
      	2.3

      	Come to the trail junction with the Tunnel Trail. Turn right onto Tunnel Trail.
    


    
      	2.8

      	Cross the metal bridge and walk through the short rock tunnel.
    


    
      	2.9

      	Tunnel Trail ends at the trail junction with the Juniper Canyon Trail. Continue walking downhill on Juniper Canyon Trail.
    


    
      	3.8

      	Walk past Oak Tree Spring on the right.
    


    
      	4.0

      	Walk across the seasonal creek on the wooden footbridge, then come to a trail junction and the Condor Crags interpretive panel. Bear left on the fenced trail.
    


    
      	4.1

      	Come to the Chaparral trailhead and parking lot. (GPS: N36 29.50'/ W121 12.56'. Elevation 1,389 feet.) Take time to enjoy an energy-boosting snack and rehydrate at the small picnic area behind the fence or in the larger Chaparral Picnic Area to the right before going back the way you came.
    


    
      	8.2

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   16Bear Gulch Trail


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: Footbridge across Bear Gulch Creek]


  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Peaks View trailhead at the east end of the Bear Gulch Day Use parking lot. This is the unmarked Bear Gulch Trail. Walk down the trail toward Peaks View Day Use Area. Bear Gulch Creek is on your right.
    


    
      	0.1

      	Walk across seasonal Bear Gulch Creek on a wooden footbridge, quickly followed by another footbridge crossing.
    


    
      	0.2

      	Walk across the driveway of the employee residence.
    


    
      	0.35

      	Walk across a wooden footbridge, then cross another footbridge where the trail skirts the park road.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Walk across a wooden footbridge where pools of water feed the ferns.
    


    
      	0.8

      	Walk across a wooden footbridge where the trail leaves the narrow, shaded gulch and the creekbed widens.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Bear Gulch Trail ends at the trail junction for the Bench Trail (unmarked) and the trail sign for Old Pinnacles Trail (left). (GPS: N36 29.06'/ W121 09.99'. Elevation: 984 feet.) Find a good sitting spot on one of the large fallen trees to enjoy a snack and water break before going back up to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	2.0

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
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   17Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Lower Cave


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  




  [image: Trail narrows on the way to Lower Cave.]

  

  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Lower Cave]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Picnic Area, Bear Gulch Caves, Reservoir, and High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center.
    


    
      	0.05

      	Walk left across the wooden footbridge and enter the picnic area.
    


    
      	0.2

      	Come to the Moses Spring trailhead.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for the High Peaks Trail. Bear left and walk uphill on the Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	0.45

      	Walk through the rock tunnel.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a fork in the trail signed Reservoir via Moses Spring Trail to the right. Bear left for the reservoir via Bear Gulch Caves. This is where you will return to close your lollipop.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Enter Lower Cave.
    


    
      	0.75

      	Exit Lower Cave and turn right onto Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	0.85

      	Come to a viewpoint.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Come to Moses Spring, with the fern and grotto on the left.
    


    
      	0.95

      	Walk past a climber access on the left.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Come to the trail junction with Bear Gulch Cave Trail on the right. This is the close of your lollipop. Bear left and continue down Moses Spring Trail back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   18Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Lower and Upper Caves


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  




  [image: Horizontal bars on the gate between Lower and Upper Caves allow bats to fly through.]

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Lower and Upper Caves]


  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Picnic Area, Bear Gulch Caves, Reservoir, and High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center.
    


    
      	0.05

      	Walk left across the wooden footbridge and enter the picnic area.
    


    
      	0.2

      	Come to the Moses Spring trailhead.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for the High Peaks Trail. Bear left and walk uphill on the Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	0.45

      	Walk through the rock tunnel, then come to a fork in the trail signed Reservoir via Moses Spring Trail to the right. Bear left for the reservoir via Bear Gulch Caves.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Enter Lower Cave.
    


    
      	0.75

      	Come to a fork after climbing approximately 155 stone steps. Bear right and walk through the open gate into Upper Cave, exploring the narrow and low-ceilinged passages.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Exit through a gate and rejoin Moses Spring Trail. Walk up 75 rock steps.
    


    
      	0.95

      	Arrive at the reservoir. (GPS: N36 28.37'/ W121 11.25'. Elevation: 1,620 feet.) Breathe, look around, read the interpretive panel about red-legged frogs, and turn around to go back down the rock steps the way you came.
    


    
      	1.9

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   19Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Rim Trail via Reservoir


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  




  [image: Bear Gulch Reservoir is an unexpected surprise along the trail.]

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Rim Trail via Reservoir]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Picnic Area, Bear Gulch Cave, Reservoir, and High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center. Walk left across the wooden footbridge and enter the picnic area. At the Moses Spring trailhead, walk uphill and continue on walking on Moses Spring Trail and bear left at the trail junction for High Peaks Trail. This is where you will close your lollipop on the way down.
    


    
      	0.45

      	Walk through the rock tunnel, then come to a fork in the trail signed Reservoir via Bear Gulch Caves to the left. Bear right and continue walking on the Moses Spring Trail. Immediately come to a climber access on the right.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Walk past Moses Spring with its ferns and grotto, then come to a viewpoint of the volcanic Monolith.
    


    
      	0.75

      	Walk past the climber access on the right and stairway to Lower Cave on the left.
    


    
      	0.8

      	Walk past two climber access trails on the right, then enter the cave-like tunnel ahead.
    


    
      	0.9

      	The Upper Cave trail is on the right. Bear left and walk up seventy-five rock-etched steps.
    


    
      	0.95

      	Arrive at the reservoir and trail junction for the North Chalone Peak and Rim Trail. Moses Spring Trail ends here. Continue up the Rim Trail.
    


    
      	1.15

      	Come to the crest of the Rim Trail and view up Bear Gulch to the east.
    


    
      	1.3

      	Walk past a climber access on the right, then come to the trail junction with High Peaks Trail. Rim Trail ends. Turn right onto High Peaks Trail and walk downhill to Bear Gulch.
    


    
      	1.45

      	Walk past a climber access on the right, and in 0.1 mile come to the climber access to the top of Tourist Trap on the left.
    


    
      	1.65

      	Come to the trail junction for the Moses Spring Trail. This is the close of the lollipop and where High Peaks Trail ends. Continue walking down Moses Spring Trail the way you came back to the trailhead.
    


    
      	1.95

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   20Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Reservoir via Rim Trail


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: Springtime waterfall along Moses Spring Trail]


  

  

  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Reservoir via Rim Trail]


  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center and turn left to walk across the wooden footbridge and through the shaded picnic area to the Moses Spring trailhead, information board, and sign for High Peaks 1.9 and Reservoir Caves 0.7.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail going left and High Peaks Trail going right. Bear right on High Peaks Trail and walk past the climber access trail for Tourist Trap on the right.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a T-junction and trail marker for a climber access trail to the left and the High Peaks Trail to the right. Continue walking on High Peaks Trail to a trail junction signed Rim Trail to Reservoir to the left. Bear left on Rim Trail and immediately pass a climber access on the left.
    


    
      	1.0

      	Arrive at the reservoir and the trail junction signed Bear Gulch via Moses Spring Trail. Bear left and walk down the stone staircase.
    


    
      	1.05

      	Come to the trail junction for Upper Cave to the left. Bear right to continue on Moses Spring Trail through a cavern-like chamber.
    


    
      	1.1

      	Exit the cavern, then come to two climber access trails on the left.
    


    
      	1.2

      	Come to the trail junction for Lower Cave descending to the right. There is a climber access to the left. Continue walking straight on Moses Spring Trail toward Bear Gulch Day Use Area.
    


    
      	1.3

      	Come to a viewpoint, then arrive at Moses Spring with its ferns and grotto on the left.
    


    
      	1.4

      	Pass a climber access on the left and immediately come to a trail junction signed Reservoir via Bear Gulch Caves on the right. Bear left and continue walking on Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	1.5

      	Walk through a carved-out rock tunnel.
    


    
      	1.65

      	Come to the trail junction for the High Peaks Trail. This is the end of the lollipop. Continue walking down to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	1.95

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   21Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Chalone Peaks


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Historic stone restroom on North Chalone Peak with South Chalone Peak in the distance]


  

  

  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Chalone Peaks]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Picnic Area, Bear Gulch Cave, Reservoir, and High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center and walk left across wooden footbridge through the picinic area to the Moses Spring trailhead.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Walk up Moses Spring Trail and bear left at the High Peaks Trail junction.
    


    
      	0.45

      	Walk through the rock tunnel, then come to a fork in the trail signed Reservoir via Bear Gulch Caves to the left. Bear right and continue walking on the Moses Spring Trail. Immediately come to a climber access ahead on the right.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Walk past Moses Spring with its ferns and grotto, then come to a viewpoint of the volcanic Monolith.
    


    
      	0.75

      	Walk past the climber access trail on the right and stairway to Lower Cave on the left.
    


    
      	0.8

      	Walk past two climber accesses on the right, then enter the cave-like tunnel ahead (flash-light recommended). Bear left at the trail junction for Upper Cave on the right and walk up 75 rock-etched stairs.
    


    
      	0.95

      	Arrive at the Bear Gulch Reservoir and trail junction for North Chalone Peak and Rim Trail. Moses Spring Trail ends here. Walk across the dam on the concrete path to continue to North Chalone Peak. Shortly pass two climber access trails on the left.
    


    
      	1.55

      	Come to a viewpoint looking back at the High Peaks.
    


    
      	2.15

      	Come to a viewpoint looking toward the fire tower on North Chalone Peak. Another viewpoint is 0.6 mile farther.
    


    
      	3.45

      	Come to the pig fence and trail sign for North Chalone Peak 0.8. Climb over the fence on the wooden stile.
    


    
      	3.55

      	The trail merges with the gravel service road coming up from the left. Continue walking uphill on the service road.
    


    
      	4.05

      	Come to a gate and wooden stile for pedestrian access over the gate. The trail junction signed South Chalone Peak 1.6 is on the right. Continue up the service road to the fire tower on North Chalone Peak.
    


    
      	4.25

      	Arrive on North Chalone Peak at the fire tower. Soak up the views, use the vault toilet, and read the air quality interpretive sign. This makes a great destination if you are in it for the views. If your goal is to make it to South Chalone Peak to reach the southernmost point in the park, then hydrate and retrace your steps back to the junction for South Chalone Peak and turn left onto the narrow South Chalone Peak trail going downhill.
    


    
      	4.45

      	Come to the trail junction for South Chalone Peak. Turn left and walk downhill for about three quarters of a mile and continue uphill on the trail where it veers left away from the pig fence.
    


    
      	6.05

      	Arrive at the end of the trail in a clearing surrounded by chamise. (GPS: N36 26.14'/ W121 10.96'. Elevation: 3,269 feet.) Sit on the volcanic outcrop in a clearing obscured by chamise bushes and catch your breath. Hydrate and enjoy a high-energy treat before retracing your steps back to the trailhead.
    


    
      	11.7

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
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   22Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Scout Peak


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: High Peaks Trail passes the Tourist Trap rock formation, a favorite with rock climbers.]
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      	0.0

      	Start at the High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center.
    


    
      	0.05

      	Walk left across the wooden footbridge and through the shaded picnic area.
    


    
      	0.2

      	Come to the Moses Spring trailhead, information board, and sign for High Peaks 1.9 and Reservoir Caves 0.7.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail going left and High Peaks Trail going right. Bear right on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	0.4

      	Come to the climber access trail for Tourist Trap.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a T-junction and trail marker for a climber access trail to the left and the High Peaks Trail to the right. Continue walking on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Come to a trail junction signed Rim Trail to Reservoir to the left. Continue walking to the right on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	1.1

      	Arrive at a climber access trail on the left and continue walking past the anvil-shaped rock on the right. Views open to the west.
    


    
      	1.6

      	Walk through the arch tunnel rock.
    


    
      	2.1

      	Arrive at your destination at the High Peaks bench below Scout Peak. (GPS: N36 28.89'/ W121 11.96'. Elevation 2,478 feet.) Soak up the soaring views on the saddle straddling the East and West Pinnacles. Go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	4.2

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
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   23Bear Gulch Day Use Area to High Peaks


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Spring wildflowers enhance the trail to the High Peaks.]


  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to High Peaks]


  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center and walk left across the wooden footbridge and through the shaded picnic area to the Moses Spring trailhead, information board, and sign for High Peaks 1.9 and Reservoir Caves 0.7.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail going left and High Peaks Trail going right. Bear right on High Peaks Trail and pass the climber access trail for Tourist Trap.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a T-junction and trail marker for a climber access trail to the left and the High Peaks Trail to the right. Continue walking on High Peaks Trail past a trail junction signed Rim Trail to Reservoir to the left. Continue walking to the right on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	1.1

      	Arrive at a climber access trail on the left and continue walking past the anvil-shaped rock on the right. Views open to the west.
    


    
      	1.6

      	Walk through the arch tunnel rock.
    


    
      	2.1

      	Arrive at the High Peaks bench below Scout Peak. Soak up the soaring views on the saddle straddling the East and West Pinnacles. Walk northward uphill on the High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	2.4

      	Come to the beginning of the rock steps, with metal pipe handrails assisting the narrower and steeper stretches.
    


    
      	2.5

      	The trail crests on the High Peaks with soaring views north, east, and south. Watch for condors before descending the last stretch of the steep, narrow rock steps.
    


    
      	2.8

      	Come to a trail junction for Tunnel Trail. Bear left on Tunnel Trail.
    


    
      	3.3

      	Come to a metal walkway over the ravine and a rock tunnel. Turn left at the trail junction for Juniper Canyon trail after the rock tunnel and walk uphill on Juniper Canyon Trail.
    


    
      	4.0

      	Arrive back at the bench below Scout Peak and the close of the lollipop. Go back to the trailhead the way you came.
    


    
      	6.1

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   24Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Chaparral Day Use Area via High Peaks Trail


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  [image: Pines and sticky-monkey blooms along the High Peaks Trail]


  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Chaparral Day Use Area via High Peaks Trail]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center and walk left across the wooden footbridge and through the shaded picnic area to the Moses Spring trailhead, information board, and sign for High Peaks 1.9 and Reservoir Caves 0.7. Walk uphill on Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail going left and High Peaks Trail going right. Bear right on High Peaks Trail and walk past the climber access trail for Tourist Trap on the right.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a T-junction and trail marker for a climber access trail to the left and the High Peaks Trail to the right. Continue walking on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Come to a trail junction signed Rim Trail to Reservoir to the left. Continue walking to the right on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	1.1

      	Arrive at a climber access trail on the left and continue walking past the anvil-shaped rock on the right. Views open to the west.
    


    
      	1.6

      	Walk through the arch tunnel rock.
    


    
      	2.1

      	Come to the bench on the saddle straddling the East and West Pinnacles below Scout Peak and a fork in the trail. Bear left and walk down the west slope along Juniper Canyon Trail.
    


    
      	2.7

      	Come to the trail junction for High Peaks via Tunnel Trail. Bear left and continue walking down toward the Chaparral Picnic Area.
    


    
      	3.0

      	Come to a viewpoint of the Balconies Cliffs to the north. In another 0.2 mile come to a viewpoint looking across Juniper Canyon.
    


    
      	3.6

      	Come to unmarked Oak Tree Spring on your left.
    


    
      	3.8

      	Come to a fork and cross a wooden footbridge, then bear left at the Condor interpretive sign.
    


    
      	3.9

      	Arrive at the Chaparral Picnic Area parking area and information board. (GPS: N36 29.50'/ W121 12.56'. Elevation: 1,389 feet.) Restrooms, a drinking fountain, and grills are in the large picnic area to the right at the north end of the parking area. Refuel with a snack and water in the picnic area before going back to the trailhead on the east side the way you came.
    


    
      	7.8

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  


  [image: image]



   25Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Bear Gulch Caves and Balconies Cave


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Entering the Balconies Cave]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to Bear Gulch Caves and Balconies Cave]


  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the Picnic Area, Bear Gulch Caves, Reservoir, and High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center and walk across the wooden footbridge through the picnic area to the Moses Spring trailhead.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for the High Peaks Trail. Bear left and walk uphill on the Moses Spring Trail.
    


    
      	0.45

      	Walk through the rock tunnel.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a fork in the trail signed Reservoir via Moses Spring Trail to the right. Bear left for the reservoir via Bear Gulch Caves.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Enter the Lower Cave. There are 135 rock-chiseled stairs ahead.
    


    
      	0.75

      	Come to an unmarked fork where going left takes you out of the caves. Bear right and walk up 20 rock steps through a gate into Upper Cave’s narrow and low-ceilinged passages.
    


    
      	0.9

      	Exit through a gate and rejoin Moses Spring Trail. Walk up 75 rock steps to Bear Gulch Reservoir. Breathe and take time to look around. Moses Spring Trail ends here. Turn right to continue walking up on Rim Trail.
    


    
      	1.15

      	Come to the crest of the Rim Trail and a view up Bear Gulch to the east.
    


    
      	1.35

      	Come to the trail junction for High Peaks Trail. Rim Trail ends. Turn left onto High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	1.85

      	Arrive at a climber access on the left and continue walking past the anvil-shaped rock on the right. Views open to the west.
    


    
      	2.35

      	Walk through the arch tunnel rock.
    


    
      	2.85

      	Come to the bench on the saddle straddling the East and West Pinnacles below Scout Peak and a fork in the trail. Bear left and walk down the west slope along Juniper Canyon Trail.
    


    
      	3.45

      	Come to the trail junction for High Peaks via Tunnel Trail. Bear left and continue walking down toward the Chaparral Picnic Area.
    


    
      	3.95

      	Come to a viewpoint looking across Juniper Canyon.
    


    
      	4.35

      	Come to unmarked Oak Tree Spring on your right.
    


    
      	4.55

      	Come to a fork and cross a wooden footbridge. Continue walking straight at the trail junction for the Chaparral Picnic Area parking lot with restroom and drinking fountain. A Condor interpretive sign is on the right.
    


    
      	4.7

      	Come to a trail junction where the Chaparral Picnic Area trail merges from the left. Bear right and continue toward the sign for Balconies Cave 0.6 and Old Pinnacles Trailhead 3.3. Come to a map board and interpretive sign and continue on the trail to cross the West Fork Chalone Creek on a footbridge. Shortly cross another footbridge to the trail junction and a sign on the right for the climber access trail to Elephant Rock and The Citadel. Bear left and walk under the gargantuan boulder arch.
    


    
      	5.1

      	Cross two more footbridges in quick succession over West Fork Chalone Creek.
    


    
      	5.3

      	Walk across another footbridge to the trail junction for Balconies Cliffs Trail and Balconies Cave. Machete Ridge and a climber access trail are on your right. Turn right to Balconies Cave and immediately walk across the creek to the entrance of Balconies Cave. Turn on your flashlight to continue into the cave. You exit Balconies Cave in 0.1 mile.
    


    
      	5.7

      	Come to the trail junction for Balconies Cliffs Trail. Bear right on unmarked Old Pinnacles Trail.
    


    
      	6.0

      	Walk across West Fork Chalone Creek. You will cross the creek five more times in the next 0.7 mile.
    


    
      	7.0

      	Come to the trail junction with the North Wilderness Trail. Continue walking straight to the Old Pinnacles trailhead. Chalone Creek is on your left and you will cross Chalone Creek on a footbridge about 350 yards up the trail.
    


    
      	7.5

      	Come to an interpretive sign about the Chalone Creek Restoration project and a trail junction with Bench Trail. Bear right on Bench Trail and cross Chalone Creek on a wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	8.0

      	Come to the trail junction with High Peaks Trail on the right. Continue walking straight on Bench Trail, then shortly cross the creek on a wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	8.3

      	Walk under the park road overpass. In 0.2 mile walk on two closely spaced boardwalks along an eroded section of Chalone Creek.
    


    
      	8.6

      	Come to the trail junction with the unmarked Bear Gulch Trail and a trail sign for Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Bench Trail continues left. Bear right and walk up Bear Gulch Trail along Bear Gulch Creek toward the day-use area.
    


    
      	8.8

      	Walk across a wooden footbridge. Cross three more footbridges in the next 0.5 mile.
    


    
      	9.4

      	Walk across the driveway at the employee residence, then walk across two more footbridges in quick succession. Park buildings are on the left.
    


    
      	9.6

      	Reach the end of Bear Gulch Trail. Follow the sidewalk to the crosswalk. Cross the road in the crosswalk.
    


    
      	9.65

      	Arrive back at the trailhead.
    

  



   26Bear Gulch Day Use Area to North Wilderness via High Peaks


  

  

  

  
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Volcanic rock formations along the North Wilderness Trail]


  

  

  [image: Bear Gulch Day Use Area to North Wilderness via High Peaks]


  

  

  

  

  

  
    
    

    
      	0.0

      	Start at the High Peaks Trail sign across from the Bear Gulch Nature Center and walk left across the wooden footbridge and through the shaded picnic area to the Moses Spring trailhead, information board, and sign for High Peaks 1.9 and Reservoir Caves 0.7.
    


    
      	0.3

      	Come to the trail junction for Moses Spring Trail going left and High Peaks Trail going right. Bear right on High Peaks Trail and walk past the climber access trail for Tourist Trap on the right.
    


    
      	0.5

      	Come to a T-junction and trail marker for a climber access trail to the left and the High Peaks Trail to the right. Continue walking on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	0.6

      	Come to a trail junction signed Rim Trail to Reservoir to the left. Continue walking to the right on High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	1.1

      	Arrive at a climber access trail on the left and continue walking past the anvil-shaped rock on the right. Views open to the west.
    


    
      	1.6

      	Walk through the arch tunnel rock.
    


    
      	2.1

      	Arrive at the High Peaks bench below Scout Peak. Soak up the soaring views on the saddle straddling the East and West Pinnacles. Walk northward uphill on the High Peaks Trail.
    


    
      	2.4

      	Come to narrow rock steps leading to the crest of the High Peaks. Watch for condors as the views open north, east and south. In 0.1 mile come to steep rock stairs going down.
    


    
      	2.8

      	Come to a trail junction at Tunnel Trail. Bear left and walk down to the Chaparral Picnic Area via Tunnel Trail.
    


    
      	3.3

      	Come to a metal walkway over the ravine and a rock tunnel.
    


    
      	3.4

      	Come to the trail junction for Juniper Canyon Trail. Bear right and walk to the Chaparral Picnic Area via Juniper Canyon Trail.
    


    
      	3.7

      	Come to a viewpoint looking down Juniper Canyon.
    


    
      	4.3

      	Come to unmarked Oak Tree Spring on the right.
    


    
      	4.5

      	Trail forks. Walk straight across the wooden footbridge, then bear left at the Condor Crags interpretive panel to the Chaparral parking area and trailhead. Turn right and walk to the north end of the parking area. Walk past the restroom and stop at the water fountain to fill your water before continuing to the north end of picnic area.
    


    
      	4.75

      	Come to the North Wilderness trailhead. In 0.2 mile walk across a seasonal creek at the boulder.
    


    
      	5.65

      	The trail crests, and views open briefly southward to North Chalone Peak and the fire tower behind you.
    


    
      	6.25

      	Come to a knoll and spur trail to the right. Walk 50 feet on the spur trail for the view of the West Pinnacles volcanic palisades and peaks and the North Chalone Peak fire tower.
    


    
      	6.65

      	The trail descends and changes direction toward the southwest. The Pinnacles are on your left. In 0.2 mile come to a trail marker and turn right to continue walking on the North Wilderness Trail at the elbow.
    


    
      	7.65

      	Reach the seasonal North Fork Chalone Creek. Walk across the creek to the stack of cairns. The trail becomes more primitive. In 0.1 mile crossNorth Fork Chalone Creek again at an almost 90-degree angle east to cairns across the creek and toward the rock outcrop.
    


    
      	7.95

      	Come to the rock outcrop on your left. The trail continues to zigzag along the creekbed with stacks of cairns guiding you along a well-defined but more primitive stretch.
    


    
      	11.05

      	Come to a faint trickle in the dry season. This trickle is known as Willow Spring. Walk across the trickle. In 0.3 mile come to another Willow Spring crossing, threading through the willows in the pine woodland.
    


    
      	11.55

      	Cross West Fork Chalone Creek and come to a trail junction for Old Pinnacles Trail; turn left toward the Old Pinnacles trailhead.
    


    
      	11.75

      	Walk across seasonal Chalone Creek on a wooden footbridge. In less than one third of a mile come to a trail junction, bear right on Bench Trail, and walk across a wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	12.55

      	Come to a T-junction with High Peaks Trail on the right. Continue walking straight on Bench Trail, then shortly walk across the seasonal creek on the wooden footbridge.
    


    
      	12.85

      	Walk under the park road overpass. In 0.2 mile walk on two closely spaced boardwalks along an eroded section of Chalone Creek.
    


    
      	13.15

      	Come to the trail junction with the unmarked Bear Gulch Trail and a trail sign for Bear Gulch Day Use Area. Bench Trail continues left. Bear right and walk up Bear Gulch Trail along Bear Gulch Creek toward the day-use area.
    


    
      	13.35

      	Walk across a wooden footbridge. Cross three more footbridges in the next 0.5 mile.
    


    
      	13.95

      	Walk across the driveway at the employee residence, then walk across two more footbridges in quick succession. Park buildings are on the left.
    


    
      	14.15

      	Reach the end of Bear Gulch Trail at Bear Gulch Day Use Area.
    


    
      	14.2

      	Walk across the road in the pedestrian crosswalk, turn left, and arrive back at the trailhead.
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  Appendix A: Resources


  
    	Activities and information for national public lands, www.recreation.gov


    	California Coastal Trail, www.californiacoastaltrail.info; updates on progress connecting California’s 1,200-mile-long coastal network of trails


    	California Welcome Center, 1213 N. Davis Rd., Salinas, CA 93907; (831) 757-8687 or (831) 759-8687; www.visitcalifornia.com (click on Welcome Centers and Salinas on the map)


    	Friends of Pinnacles, www.pinnacles.org; a nonprofit rock climbing organization; Bruce Hildenbrand, president


    	Los Padres Forest Watch, www.lpfw.org; a nonprofit promoting wilderness protection. Check out the news about a new wilderness bill recently introduced to connect the North and South Los Padres National Forest on the 421-mile-long Condor National Recreation Trail through the Central Coast Heritage Protection Act.


    	Monterey County Visitor Information, www.seemonterey.com


    	Pinnacles National Park, www.nps.gov/pinn


    	Pinnacles Partnerships, www.pinnaclespartnership.org; services in the area


    	San Benito County Visitor Information, www.sanbenitocounty.com


    	State of San Juan Bautista Chamber of Commerce, www.sjbchamber.com

  


  Appendix B: Recommended Reads and Reels


  Reads


  A Climber’s Guide to Pinnacles National Monument by Brad Young (2007).


  Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (1937). Set in Soledad.


  The Pinnacles Story by Ross J. Miser (1961).


  Reels


  The Wild One (1953), starring Marlon Brando, was inspired by events on a 1947 Fourth of July weekend in Hollister.


  Bell tower scenes in Vertigo (1958), directed by Alfred Hitchcock and starring James Stewart, were shot at the Mission San Juan Bautista.


  Scenes from The Candidate (1972), starring Robert Redford, were filmed in King City.
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  About the Authors


  Linda B. Mullally and David S. Mullally are a husband-and-wife team who share their passion for travel and the outdoors through her writing and his photography. He is an attorney/photographer and she is a travel columnist/author. They have been inspiring readers to experience the world’s natural and cultural treasures on bike and on foot for over thirty years. They share their adventures in her Monterey Herald travel column “Away We Go” and her outdoor recreation blog at Falcon.com. Hiking Pinnacles National Park is their sixth book. Visit the authors at LindaBMullally.com.
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Outbuilding and barn at the historic Bacon Ranch
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