


  CHAPTER ONE


  Air Plans for OVERLORD


 
    The real importance of the air war consisted of the fact that it opened a second front long before the invasion of Europe. That front was the skies over Germany . . . from the accounts I have read, no one has yet seen that this was the greatest lost battle on the German side.


  —ALBERT SPEER IN SPANDAU, THE SECRET DIARIES1




  At the ARCADIA Conference in December 1941, General Marshall convinced both Roosevelt and Churchill that a Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS) should be formed to manage the military part of the war. It was composed of the American Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) based in Washington and the British Chiefs of Staff Committee (COS) based in London. The CCS was thus composed of the most senior air, ground, and naval members of the American and British militaries.


  Roosevelt and Churchill were senior to this organization, and it was required that they approve both objectives and plans originating at the CCS. At the national level, the JCS and COS were both “joint”; that is, they were composed of officers from all three services. The CCS was “combined,” consisting of officers from more than one country.


  By agreement with Churchill and consultation with the CCS, Roosevelt appointed General Dwight D. “Ike” Eisenhower as the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force (SCAEF) in December 1943. His command center in Britain would be the Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF).


  Ike’s most senior airman was RAF Air Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder, who functioned as Deputy Supreme Commander as well as director of all OVERLORD air operations. Eisenhower confirmed his role to the CCS on March 17, 1944: “The Supreme Commander has announced his intention of designating his Deputy, Air Chief Marshal Tedder, to supervise all air operations under the control of OVERLORD.”2


  On March 25, 1944, Ike called a meeting of his senior airmen to set priorities and responsibilities for airpower in support of Operation OVERLORD, the invasion and subsequent liberation of France. Each man present or represented was allowed to give his opinions on these priorities.
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    Figure 1.1. Air command relationships for the NEPTUNE phase of OVERLORD, excluding troop carrier matters, which were controlled by the AEAF under Leigh-Mallory. (See appendix 1.)


  TEDDER


  It was time to clarify once and for all how Eisenhower would control the airpower for OVERLORD. Eisenhower decided to turn over all management of OVER-LORD airpower to Tedder. Tedder was to provide “direction” to five primary air commanders: Harris, Spaatz, Leigh-Mallory, Brereton, and Coningham. Tedder’s directions overruled any conflicting normal chain of command orders. Ike explained Tedder’s authority at the March 25 meeting as air director in no uncertain terms. This was necessary, for it was a meeting of strong-willed, determined men.


  Air Marshal Arthur Harris commanded the RAF Bomber Command. American Lieutenant General Carl Spaatz commanded the United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe (USSTAF). Harris and Spaatz collectively “owned” all Allied four-engine heavy bombers attacking the German homeland.


  Tedder and Spaatz were already trusted colleagues and veterans of the Mediterranean fighting brought north by


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  




  Appendix 1. Senior Allied Air Commanders and Their Forces

  

	Commander
	Headquarters
	Operational Control of



	Eisenhower

	Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force (SCAEF)

	All OVERLORD air, ground, and naval forces




	Tedder

	Deputy Supreme Commander Allied Expeditionary Force (director of OVERLORD air operations)

	All OVERLORD air forces; all OVERLORD forces in the absence of Eisenhower




	Coningham

	Forward Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Air Force (AEAF Forward) (under Tedder)

	AEAF operations in France




	Leigh-Mallory

	Allied Expeditionary Air Force (AEAF)

	ADBG, troop carrier units and limited control of 2TAF




	Spaatz

	United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe (USSTAF)(under Tedder for OVERLORD tasks)

	8th and 15th Air Force heavy bombers, Ninth Air Force tactical aircraft




	Doolittle

	Eighth Air Force (8th AF) (under USSTAF)

	8th Air Force heavy bombers and strategic reconnaissance aircraft based in Britain




	Twining

	Fifteenth Air Force (15th AF) (under USSTAF)

	15th Air Force heavy bombers and strategic reconnaissance aircraft based in Italy




	Harris

	RAF Bomber Command (under Tedder for OVERLORD tasks)

	RAF Bomber Command heavy bombers based in Britain







	Commander
	Headquarters
	Operational Control of



	Hill

	Air Defense of Great Britain (ADGB)(under AEAF)

	Once and future RAF Fighter Command defending Allied airspace over Britain and the Channel




	Coningham

	2TAF (under AEAF Forward)

	Support to 21st Army Group




	Embry

	No. 2 Group RAF (under 2TAF)

	RAF light and medium bombers supporting OVERLORD




	Broadhurst

	No. 83 (Composite) Group (under 2TAF)

	Support to British Second Army




	Brown

	No. 84 (Composite) Group (under 2TAF)

	Support to Canadian First Army




	Cole-Hamilton

	No. 85 Group RAF (under 2TAF)

	Defense of beachhead and air bases in France




	Brereton

	Ninth Air Force (under AEAF Forward and USSTAF)

	Support to 21st Army Group; later, 12th Army Group when established in August




	Anderson

	IX Bomber Command (under 9th AF and AEAF Forward)

	USAAF light and medium bombers supporting OVERLORD




	Quesada

	IX Tactical Air Command (IX TAC) (under 9th AF)

	Support to US First Army




	Weyland

	XIX Tactical Air Command (XIX TAC) (under 9th AF)

	Support to US Third Army





 




  Appendix 2. Deceptions and Actual Operations Plans in Support of Operation OVERLORD


  

	Plan
	Active
	Intended Operation or Deception



	BAGRATION

	June 22–August 19, 1944

	Major Soviet offensive on the Eastern Front that resulted in perhaps 450,000 German casualties in support of FORTITUDE NORTH




	BODYGUARD

	December 1943–August 1944

	Overall Allied deception plan to force German mistakes in defending Western Europe; included FORTITUDE NORTH and SOUTH




	DIADEM

	May 11–Summer 1944

	Actual allied offensive operations in Italy to tie down 10th Armée




	FORTITUDE NORTH

	Fall 1943–August 1944

	A false invasion threat against Norway, Demark, and Finland by Russian forces supported by the SKYE deception




	FORTITUDE SOUTH

	Fall 1943–August 1944

	A false invasion threat against the Pas-de-Calais supported by the QUICKSILVER deception




	IRONSIDE

	May 23–June 22, 1944

	A false invasion threat against Bordeaux and the German 1st Armée defending the Biscay coast.




	QUICKSILVER

	Fall 1943–August 1944

	Imaginary First US Army Group (FUSAG) commanded by the very real and much-feared LtGen Patton in southeastern Britain in support of FORTITUDE SOUTH







	Plan
	Active
	Intended Operation or Deception



	SKYE

	Fall 1943–August 1944

	Imaginary British Fourth Army in Scotland in support of FORTITUDE NORTH




	VENDETTA

	April 30–June 30, 1944

	A false invasion threat against Marseilles and the German 19th Armée defending the south of France in support of FORTITUDE SOUTH




	ZEPPELIN

	February–July 1944

	A false invasion threat against the Balkans and the German Heeresgruppe F defending Greece and the Balkans in support of ZEPPELIN






  Source: After Stephen C. Kepher, COSSAC Lt. Gen. Sir Frederick Morgan and the Genesis of Operation Overlord (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2020), 245–46; Brown, Bodyguard of Lies.





  Appendix 3. German Radar Installations in the Invasion Area, May 1944 (See map 13.1.)


  

	Map
No.
	Location
	Code Name
(Note 1)
	Function



	1
	Cap Fréhel

	Mammut / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	2
	Saint-Malo

	—

	Coastal surveillance




	3
	Vire

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	4
	Rouge Nez (Jersey)

	—

	Coastal surveillance




	5
	Cap de Carteret

	—

	Coastal surveillance




	6
	Nez de Jobourg

	Mammut / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	7
	Cap de la Hague

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	8
	Omonville

	Mammut

	Coastal surveillance




	9
	Cherbourg

	Freya / Giant Würzburg / Wassermann

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	10
	Cap Lévi

	Giant Würzburg

	Coastal surveillance




	11
	Barfleur

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	12
	Pointe et Rez de la Percée

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	13
	Bayeux

	—

	Coastal surveillance




	14
	Arromanches

	Giant Würzburg

	Coastal surveillance




	15
	Caen

	Giant Würzburg / Wassermann

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	16
	Houlgate

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance







	Map
No.
	Location

	Code Name
(Note 1)

	Function




	17
	Le Havre

	Giant Würzburg

	Coastal surveillance




	18
	Épinay-sur-Duclair

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	19
	Neufchâtel-en-Bray

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	20
	Amiens

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	21
	Abbeville

	Wassermann / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	22
	Cap d’Antifer

	Freya / Giant Würzburg / Wassermann

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	23
	Fécamp

	Mammut / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	24
	Saint-Léger

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	25
	Saint-Valéry-en-Caux

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	26
	Sainte-Marguerite-sur-Mer

	Giant Würzburg

	Coastal surveillance




	27
	Dieppe

	Mammut / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	28
	Le Tréport

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	29
	Cayeux-sur-Mer

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	30
	Berck-sur-Mer

	–

	Coastal surveillance




	31
	Fruges

	Mammut / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	32
	Mont Violette

	–

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	33
	Mont Lambert

	–

	Coastal surveillance




	34
	Watermill Saint Georges

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	35
	Le Touquet

	–

	Long-range coastal surveillance







	Map
No.
	Location
	Code Name
(Note 1)
	Function



	36
	Neufchâtel-Hardelot

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	37
	Cap d’Alprech

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	38
	Pointe aux Oies

	Mammut / Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	39
	Boulogne

	Wassermann

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	40
	Cap Gris-Nez

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	41
	Cap Blanc-Nez

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance




	42
	Calais

	Giant Würzburg

	Long-range coastal surveillance







	Note 1:

	



	Giant Würzburg
	Fighter control




	Freya
	Medium-range air surveillance




	Wassermann
	Height-finder (called “Chimney” by RAF)




	Mammut
	Long-range air surveillance (called “Hoarding” by RAF)






   Source: John Man, D-Day Atlas (New York: New York, NY: Facts on File, 1994), 20.





  Appendix 4. Jagdkorps I Reinforcements from Germany to France, June 7, 1944




	Gruppe
	Dispatched From
	Intended
Destination
	Available
(Note 1)
	Serviceable
(Note 2)
	Predominant
Aircraft Type



	Stab./JG 1

	Lippspringe, GE

	Beauvais–Tillé, FR

	0
	0
	Fw 190A-8




	I./JG 1

	Lippspringe, GE

	Le Mans, FR

	25
	12
	Fw 190A-8




	II./JG 1

	Störmede, GE

	Le Flers, FR

	25
	13
	Fw 190A-7




	III./JG 1

	Paderborn, GE

	Beauvais–Tillé, FR

	8
	5
	Bf 109G-6/AS (Note 3)




	Stab./JG 3

	Salzwedel, GE

	Évreux-Fauville

	0
	0
	Bf 109G-6/AS (Note 3)




	I./JG 3

	Burg, GE

	Unknown

	30
	13
	Bf 109G-6/AS (Note 3)




	II./JG 3

	Sachau, GE

	Évreux-Fauville

	0
	0
	Bf 109G-6




	III./JG 3

	Nonoperational

	St. André-de-l’Eure, FR

	64
	17
	Bf 109G-6




	IV (Sturm)./JG 3

	Burg, GE

	Dreux

	22
	21
	Bf 109G-6




	I./JG5

	Herzogenaurach, GE

	Montdidier, FR

	16
	15
	Bf 109G-6/AS (Note 3)




	Stab./JG 11

	Rotenburg, GE

	Rennes, FR

	1
	0
	Fw 190A-8




	I./JG 11

	Rotenburg, GE

	Rennes, FR

	14
	4
	Fw 190A-8




	II./JG 11

	Hustedt, GE

	Beauvais–Tillé, FR

	17
	12
	Bf 109G-6/AS (Note 3)




	Stab./JG 27

	Wien-Seyring, AU

	Romilly-sur-Seine, FR

	4
	4
	Bf 109G-6




	I./JG 27

	Fels am Wagram, AU

	Reims, FR

	16
	13
	Bf 109G-6




	II./JG 27

	Götzendorf, AU

	Eisenstein, AU

	23
	19
	Bf 109G-6




	III./JG 27

	Szombathely, HU

	Romilly-sur-Seine, FR

	21
	17
	Bf 109G-6







	Gruppe
	Dispatched From
	Intended
Destination
	Available
(Note 1)
	Serviceable
(Note 2)
	Predominant
Aircraft Type



	10./JG 27

	Nonoperational

	Champfleury, FR

	19
	12
	Bf 109G-6




	II./JG 53

	Öttingen, GE

	Nantes, FR

	0
	0
	Bf 109G-6




	III./JG 54

	Unterschlauersbach, GE

	Chartres, FR

	19
	12
	Bf 109G-6




	Total
	
	
	336
	192
	—





  Note 1: Total aircraft available, including aircraft that could be flown and those not flyable

  
  Note 2: Aircraft that could be flown during one combat day

  
  Note 3: The Bf 109G-6/AS was a high-altitude version of this aircraft. Units with this aircraft were termed Höhengruppe, high-altitude groups.


  Source: Wood, W. J. A. (ed.), Defence of the Reich (Reichsverteidigung), 3 June 1944, translation of Enemy Documents, RAF Air Historical Branch (AHB) 6, copied May 1963.





  Appendix 5. Air Landing Grounds Support for OVERLORD Air Operations




	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	June 6

	ELS-1

	Pouppeville (Utah)

	C-47

	Transport and emergency use only




	June 8

	ELS-2 (later A-21, C-1, and T-1)

	St. Laurent-sur-Mer (Omaha)

	C-47

	C-47s and emergency use only




	June 10

	B-1

	Asnelles

	C-47

	C-47s and emergency use only




	June 10

	B-2

	Bazenville

	Spitfire IX LF

	127 Wing (RAF)




	June 10

	B-3

	St. Croix-sur-Mer

	Spitfire IX LF

	144 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Mustang IA/

	35 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire PR XI

	35 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Typhoon Ib
 Typhoon Ib

	136 Wing (RAF)/263 Sq (June 17?)




	
	
	
	
	146 Wing (RAF)/ 197 Sq (July 20)




	June 10

	B-10

	Plumetot

	Typhoon Ib

	129 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire IX LF

	134 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire IX LF Mustang IA/

	131 Wing (RAF)
 35 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire PR XI

	



	June 14

	A-1

	St. Pierre-du-Mont

	P-47
 P-38

	366th Fighter Group (June 17)




	
	
	
	
	401st Fighter Sq (July 31)




	June 14

	A-3

	Cardonville

	P-47
 P-38

	368th Fighter Group (June 14)




	
	
	
	
	370th Fighter Group (July 24)







	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	June 15

	A-6

	Beuzeville-au-Plain

	P-47
 P-38

	371 Fighter Group (June 17)




	
	
	
	
	367th Fighter Group (July 22)




	June 15

	B-4

	Bény-sur-Mer

	Spitfire IX LF

	126 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Mustang IA/

	35 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire PR XI

	35 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	June 15

	B-5

	Le Fresne-Camilly

	Typhoon Ib
 Typhoon Ib

	129 Wing (RAF)
 121 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire IX LF

	222 Sq (ADGB)




	June 15

	B-6

	Coulombs

	Typhoon Ib

	124 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Mosquito
 XIII NF
 (Intruder)

	142 Wing (RAF)/ 264 Sq




	June 17?

	B-7

	Rucqueville

	Mustang III

	122 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Typhoon Ib

	123 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Typhoon Ib

	136 Wing (RAF)




	June 19

	A-2

	Cricqueville-en-Bessin

	P-51
 P-38

	354th Fighter Group (June 23)




	
	
	
	
	367th Fighter Group (Aug 14)




	June 19

	A-10

	Carentan

	P-38
 P-38

	50th Fighter Group (June 25)




	
	
	
	
	392nd Fighter Sq (31 July)




	June 21

	B-11

	Longues-sur-Mer

	Spitfire IX LF

	125 Wing (RAF)




	June 22

	B-8

	Sommervieu

	Spitfire IX LF

	145 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire IX LF

	74 Sq (ADGB)




	
	
	
	Spitfire PR XI

	39 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Mustang IA

	35 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Typhoon Ib

	146 Wing (RAF)/266 Sq (July 20)




	June 22

	B-9

	Lantheuil

	Typhoon Ib

	143 Wing (RAF)




	June 24

	A-7

	Azeville

	P-47
 P-51

	365th Fighter Group (June 22)




	
	
	
	
	363rd Fighter Group (Aug 16)







	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	June 26

	A-8N

	Picauville

	P-47
 Mosquito XIII NF

	405th Fighter Group (June 29)
 604 Sq/ 142 Wing (RAF)




	June 30

	A-4

	Deux-Jumeaux

	P-47
 P-51B/F-6

	48th Fighter Group (June 30)




	
	
	
	
	107th TR Sq (June 28)




	June 30

	A-9D

	Le Molay-Littry

	F-5B
 P-51B/F-6

	30th PR/67th TR Group (July 2)




	
	
	
	P-51B/F-6
 F-5B

	109th TR Sq/ 67th TRG (July 5) 12th TR Sq/ 67th TRG (July 5) 31st PR Sq/ 67th TRG (15 Aug)




	
	
	
	
	33rd PR Sq/ 67th TRG (15 August)




	July 4

	A-14

	Cretteville

	P-47
 P-38

	358th Fighter Group (July 4)




	
	
	
	P-47

	393rd Fighter Sq (July 27)




	
	
	
	
	406th Fighter Group (August 17)




	July 4

	A-15

	Maupertus-sur-Mer

	P-51
 P-61

	363rd Fighter Group (July 1)




	
	
	
	Mosquito XIII NF

	422nd Night Fighter Sq (July 25)




	
	
	
	B-26

	604Sqn/142 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	
	387th Bomb Group (August 22)




	July 5

	A-5

	Chippelle

	P-47

	404th Fighter Group (July 9)




	July 5

	B-15

	Ryes

	Typhoon Ib

	146 Wing (RAF)/ 257 Sq (Aug 7)




	July 6

	A-23C/ T3

	Querqueville

	C-47

	27th Air Transport Group (det)




	July 7

	B-14

	Amblie

	–

	Rearm and refuel only







	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	July 13

	A-22C/ T-2

	Colleville-sur-Mer

	C-47

	Transport strip




	July 17

	A-16

	Brucheville

	P-47

	36th Fighter Group (July 17)




	July 18

	A-12

	Lignerolles

	P-47
 P-47

	362nd Fighter Group (July 7)




	
	
	
	Spitfire PR XI

	365th Fighter Group (August 15)




	
	
	
	
	16 Sq /34 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	July 18

	B-12

	Ellon

	Mustang III

	122 Wing (RAF)




	July 20

	A-24C/ T-4

	Biniville

	L-5

	125th Liaison Sq




	July 25

	B-18

	Cristot

	–

	–




	July 28

	A-13

	Tour-en-Bessin

	P-47
 P-47

	373rd Fighter Group (July 19)




	
	
	
	B-26

	406th Fighter Group (July 17)




	
	
	
	
	394th Bomb Group (August 20)




	August 3

	A-20

	Lessay

	B-26

	323rd Bomb Group (August 26)




	August 5

	A-11

	St. Lambert / Neuilly-Isigny

	P-47

	474th Fighter Group (August 5)




	August 6

	B-19

	Lingèvres

	Spitfire IX LF

	125 Wing (RAF)




	August 7

	A-25

	Bolleville

	C-47

	Transport strip




	August 7

	B-16

	Villons-les-Buissons

	Mustang III

	132 Wing (RAF)




	August 8

	B-17

	Carpiquet

	Spitfire IX LF

	135 Wing (RAF)




	
	
	
	Spitfire XIV

	148 Wing (RAF)




	August 8

	B-21

	Sainte-Honorine-de Ducy

	Spitfire PR XI
 Mustang I

	39 (Recce) Wing (RAF)
 39 (Recce) Wing (RAF)




	August 8

	B-22

	Authie

	—

	—




	August 9

	B-23

	Morainville

	Typhoon Ib/ Spitfire IX LF

	146 Wing (RAF)/ 193 Sq







	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	August 10

	A-27

	Rennes-Saint-Jacques

	P-47
 F-5B

	362nd Fighter Group (August 12)




	
	
	
	F-5B
 P-51B/F-6

	31st PR Sq/ 10th PRG (Aug 18)




	
	
	
	P-51B/F-6
 L-5

	34th PR Sq/ 10th PRG (Aug 11)




	
	
	
	
	15th TR Sq/ 67th TRG (Aug 10)




	
	
	
	
	12th TR Sq/ 67th TRG (Aug 11)




	
	
	
	
	125th Liaison Sq




	August 10

	A-28

	Pontorson

	P-47

	358th Fighter Group (August 14)




	August 11

	A-30

	Courtils

	C-47

	Transport Strip




	August 11

	A-31

	Gael

	P-51

	354th Fighter Group (August 11)




	August 14

	A-19

	La Vielle (Note 1)

	P-38

	370th Fighter Group (August 14)




	August 14

	A-29

	St. James

	P-47

	373rd Fighter Group (August 20)




	August 15

	A-49

	Beille

	C-47

	Transport strip




	August 16

	A-17

	Méautis

	P-47

	50th Fighter Group (August 16)




	August 16

	A-26

	Gorges

	B-26

	397th Bomb Group (30 August)




	August 21

	A-57

	Laval Entrammes

	L-5

	47th Liaison Sq




	August 24

	A-50

	Orléans-Bricy

	–

	–




	August 26

	A-39

	Châteaudun

	F-5B
 F-5B

	31st PR Sq /10th PRG (27 August)




	
	
	
	F-5B
 P-51B/F-6

	12th TR Sq /67th TRG (August 24)




	
	
	
	P-61

	34th PR Sq /10th PRG (August 25)




	
	
	
	
	15th TR Sq /67th TRG (August 26)




	
	
	
	
	422nd Night Fighter Sq (August 28)







	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	August 26

	A-40

	Chartres-Champhol

	P-47

	368th Fighter Group (August 26)




	August 26

	A-41

	Dreux-Vernouillet

	P-47

	366th Fighter Group (August 24)




	August 27

	A-56

	Le Hamil or Crécy (Note 1)

	L-5

	Liaison strip




	By August 27

	B-25

	Le Theil-Nolent

	Various

	2TAF




	By August 27

	B-26

	Lillers

	Various

	2TAF




	By August 27

	B-27

	Boisney

	Various

	2TAF




	By August 27

	B-29

	Bernay-Valailles

	Various

	2TAF




	August 29

	A-18

	Saint-Jean-de-Daye

	—

	Refueling and rearming strip




	August 29

	A-33

	Vannes-Meucon
 (near Lorient)

	P-61

	425th Night Fighter Sq




	August 29

	A-34

	Gorron

	–

	Refuel and rearm strip




	August 29

	A-48

	Brétigny

	P-47

	404th Fighter Group (August 29)




	August 29

	A-53

	Issy-les-Moulineaux

	L-5

	Liaison strip




	August 29

	A-54

	Le Bourget

	L-5

	Transport strip




	August 30

	A-42

	Vélizy-Villacoublay

	P-47

	48th Fighter Group (August 29)




	August 30

	A-46

	Toussus-le-Noble

	F-5B
 P-51B/F-6

	33rd PR Sq / TRG (August 30)




	
	
	
	F-5B

	109th TR Sq /67th TRG (August 30)




	
	
	
	
	30th PR / 67th TR Group (August 31)




	August 30

	A-47

	Orly

	L-5

	12th Liaison Squadron




	August 30

	A-52

	Étampes-Mondésir

	C-47

	Transport strip




	August 31

	A-43

	Saint-Marceau

	P-38

	474th Fighter Group (2 September)




	By August 31

	B-24

	Saint-André-de-l’Eure

	Various

	2TAF




	By August 31

	B-28

	Évreux-Fauville

	Various

	2TAF




	By August 31

	B-30

	Créton

	Various

	2TAF







	Date
Operational
	Airfield
Number
	Location
	Aircraft Type
	Associated Unit



	(Recce) Wing
	Reconnaissance wing



	ALG A-series
	American-built air landing ground (ALG)



	ALG B-series
	British-built air landing ground (ALG)



	ALG T-series
	Transport strip



	C suffix
	Cargo/transport strip



	D suffix
	Depot airfield



	ELS
	Emergency landing strip



	Fighter Group
	Fighter group



	N suffix
	Designed as night fighter strip



	PRG
	Photo reconnaissance group



	Sq
	RAF squadron of 8–16 planes



	TR Group
	Tactical reconnaissance group



	Wing
	RAF organization with several squadrons, USAAF organization of several groups



	Group
	RAF organization with several wings, USAAF organization of several squadrons




  Note 1: Exact location in question.


  Source: “Location of Allied Airfields (Advanced Landing Grounds) in Normandy,” Skylighters—The Story of the 225th AAA Battalion from Omaha Beach to V-E Day, n.d., n.p., online, July 15, 2003, available from http://www.skylighters.org/history/airfields/normandyfields.html; Rust, The 9th Air Force in World War II, 88, 90, 98, 117; Raymond Harwood “Stations Used by the 9th US Air Force,” 9th U.S. Air Force, n.d., n.p., online, internet, July 18, 2003, available from http://www.publicenquiry.co.uk/commands/sc9thbase.html; Hallion, D-Day 1944: Air Power Over the Normandy Beaches and Beyond, 4–8; Johnson, U.S. Army Air Forces Continental Airfields (ETO) D-Day to V-E. Day, 13–25; Collins, Military Geography, 362–63; Maurer Maurer, ed., World War II Combat Squadrons of the United States Air Force (Woodbury, NY: Smithmark Publishers, Inc., 1992), numerous entries; France Tourist and Motoring Atlas, Plates 14–18, 35–41, 54–62, 72–78; Wynn and Young, Prelude to Overlord, 30–33; John Nicholls, “The ‘A’ Airfields,” Allied Airfields and Landing Grounds, January 2003, n.p., online, July 19, 2003, available from http://www.publicenquiry.co.uk/commands/sc9thbase.html; John Nicholls, “The ‘B’ Airfields,” Allied Airfields and Landing Grounds, January 2003, n.p., online, July 19, 2003, available from http://www.publicenquiry.co.uk/commands/sc9thbase.html; David N. Spires, Air Power for Patton’s Army (Washington, DC: Air Force History and Museums Program, 2002), 72; Maurer Maurer (ed.), Air Force Combat Units of World War II (Washington, DC: Office of Air Force History, United States Air Force and U.S. Center of Military History, 1983), 51, 91–92, 106–07, 110–11, 133–34, 203–04, 240–41, 244–47, 249–60, 274, 289–93, 346–47.
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