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THE GATEWAY — Why Baptism Is the Beginning of True Christianity
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Modern Christianity has forgotten its foundation.

In an age of emotional conversions, raised hands, whispered prayers, and “accepting Jesus into your heart,” the most essential command of Christ has been pushed to the margins. Baptism—the very doorway into the Christian life—has been reduced to a symbol, a ceremony, an optional step for those already considered saved.

But this is not the faith of the apostles.

This is not the faith of the early church.

This is not the faith preserved in the ancient Scriptures.

From the beginning, the people of God understood an unshakable truth:

Baptism is not an afterthought.
It is not a ritual.
It is not a public declaration.
It is not a denominational tradition.
Baptism is the moment of union—the God-ordained burial and resurrection where the old life dies and the new life begins. It is the covenant seal, the moment of rebirth, the entrance into the Kingdom of God.

This book is written to restore that truth.

Not to argue.
Not to debate.
Not to win theological points.
But to call believers back to the ancient path—the path preserved in the earliest Christian Scriptures, the path walked by the apostles, the path that leads not to church membership but to Christ Himself.

If Christianity is a house, baptism is the door.
If salvation is a journey, baptism is the first step.
If Christ is the vine, baptism is the grafting.
If the Kingdom is a nation, baptism is citizenship.
Everything begins here.

This book is for those weary of diluted Christianity.
For those who want the faith as it was first delivered.
For those who long to walk with God as Christ intended.
For those who want to be in Christ, not merely near Him.
This is the foundation.
This is the gateway.
This is where true Christianity begins.
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Prologue — Forgotten Beginnings
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Christianity did not begin the way it is commonly presented today.

It did not begin with a prayer repeated at an altar.
It did not begin with an emotional decision made in a moment of music and persuasion.
It did not begin with an internal feeling of assurance disconnected from obedience.
It began with water.

From the first proclamation of the gospel, entrance into the life of Christ was not assumed, delayed, or symbolized. It was entered. Publicly. Physically. Covenantally. Those who believed did not ask when baptism might be appropriate. They asked where it could be done—and they did not wait.

The earliest Christians did not separate faith from baptism because they did not understand faith as mental agreement alone. Faith was allegiance. Faith was surrender. Faith was obedience. And baptism was the act by which that faith crossed from confession into reality.

Somewhere along the way, this beginning was forgotten.

As Christianity expanded, institutionalized, and eventually modernized, the door was quietly moved. What had once been the point of entry became an accessory. What had once marked death and rebirth became a symbol. What had once united believers to Christ Himself became optional—recommended, but no longer required.

The result was a faith that spoke often of salvation but hesitated to define when, where, or how it actually occurred.

The apostles had no such hesitation.

When sinners cried out for mercy, they were not told to wait.
When faith was confessed, it was immediately enacted.
When forgiveness was promised, it was tied to a moment—not an emotion.
Baptism was not treated as a work of man, but as the work of God. It was the place where God acted, where sins were washed away, where the old life was buried, where the new life began. It was the moment one passed from being near Christ to being in Him.

This understanding did not originate in later theology. It was not a medieval invention. It was not a denominational preference. It was the shared conviction of the earliest Christian communities, preserved in ancient Scriptures and practiced long before Christianity became familiar or comfortable.

Yet familiarity has dulled memory.

Today, many sincere believers live their entire lives never crossing the threshold the apostles assumed was essential. They believe, they attend, they serve—but they remain standing outside the doorway, assured they are inside because someone told them the door no longer matters.

This book is written for those who sense that something vital has been misplaced.

Not to condemn.
Not to accuse.
But to recover.
To return to the beginning—not out of nostalgia, but out of faithfulness. To listen again to the voices closest to Christ. To walk the path they walked. To enter the Kingdom the way they entered it.

Every journey has a starting point.
Every covenant has a moment of sealing.
Every life in Christ has a beginning.
This book begins there.
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Chapter 1 — The Gospel Before the Sinner’s Prayer
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Christianity began with a command, not an invitation.

When the gospel was first preached, it was not presented as a private decision or an inward experience detached from action. It was proclaimed as a summons—a call to repent, to submit, and to enter into something real, visible, and irreversible.

The first recorded question asked of the apostles was not, “What must I believe?”
It was, “What shall we do?”
And the answer was unmistakable.

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you...” (Acts 2:38, Ethiopian canon)

Peter did not hesitate.
He did not spiritualize the response.
He did not separate repentance from baptism.
Belief, repentance, forgiveness, and baptism were spoken of as a single movement toward God—not as disconnected steps spread across a lifetime.

This was not because the apostles lacked theological nuance. It was because they understood what baptism was.
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Faith That Obeys
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In the earliest Christian understanding, faith was not defined as mental agreement alone. Faith meant trust expressed through obedience. To believe Christ was to obey Christ. To confess Him as Lord was to submit to His command.

Jesus Himself established this pattern long before Pentecost.

“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:5)

This was not spoken to a pagan.
It was spoken to a teacher of Israel.
And it was spoken as a requirement—not a metaphor.
The early church never treated these words as symbolic. They treated them as foundational. To be born of water was to pass through baptism. To be born of the Spirit was to receive new life from God. Together, they marked entry into the Kingdom.

Not nearness.
Not intention.
Entry.
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Burial Before Resurrection
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The apostles consistently described baptism not as a sign of salvation already received, but as the moment salvation was enacted.

Paul wrote to believers who had already been baptized and reminded them what had occurred:

“Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized into His death?” (Romans 6:3)

Baptism, according to the apostolic witness, was a burial. A death. A decisive break with the old life. One does not bury something that is still alive. One buries what has already been surrendered.

And burial always comes before resurrection.

“We were buried with Him... that we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)

The order is fixed.
Death first.
Life after.
Modern Christianity often speaks of resurrection without burial—of new life without death. The apostles knew nothing of such a sequence.
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When Sins Are Washed Away
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One of the clearest testimonies regarding baptism comes not from a theologian, but from a converted persecutor.

When Saul of Tarsus encountered Christ, he believed. He fasted. He prayed. Yet even then, he was told that something still remained undone.

“Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins.” (Acts 22:16)

Notice the language.

Not symbolize the washing away of sins.
Not declare forgiveness already received.
But wash them away.
The Ethiopian Scriptures preserve this directness. Forgiveness is not detached from baptism. It is connected to it. Not because water has power in itself, but because God acts where He has promised to act.
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Clothed With Christ
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To be baptized was not merely to follow a command. It was to be united with a Person.

Paul wrote:

“As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27)

This is covenant language. To “put on” Christ is to take on His name, His identity, His covering. It is not said of belief alone. It is said of baptism.

One is not merely convinced of Christ.
One is clothed with Him.
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