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Sitting at the beginning of the twenty-first century, humanity thought it had come a long way.

Far from the darkness of medieval nights. Far from the slow pace of caravans traversing mountains and rivers to deliver news from one land to another. Far from the closed borders of knowledge, where each person only saw a tiny slice of the world. Today, with a touch of the hand, man can conjure up images of the entire globe; through an invisible transmission, he can hear the sounds of war in a distant place, see the panic of markets on the other side of the globe, know what has just happened before his heart has time to calm down and understand it.

But just when it seemed as though they had come a long way, people suddenly realized they were still standing there, grappling with the same old questions.

The questions remain: power and conscience; freedom and fear; order and chaos; intellect and duty; nation and identity; the good that people often call for, and the necessity that history coldly demands. Machines change, technology changes, the pace of life changes, but the abysses in the human soul and the storms in political life never grow old. They only change their appearance, their names, and appear in more subtle, more indistinguishable forms.

The twenty-first century has given humanity unprecedented power over the outside world, but it has not granted commensurate self-awareness. We can measure the orbits of planets, but often cannot measure the impulsiveness of the masses. We can calculate the speed of data, but not the rate at which beliefs decay. We can connect continents with information networks, but remain powerless against the divisions between people, between intellectuals and the masses, between the state and society, between material development and spiritual depth. The more progress we make, the more we are forced to confront a sad truth: technology can expand capabilities, but it cannot save the soul of a civilization.

Therefore, looking back at today's events, what is concerning is not only the rapid pace of change, but also the fact that people are living amidst such upheaval and finding it increasingly difficult to think slowly. Everything compels a reaction. People rush to conclusions before they understand. They eagerly choose sides before questioning themselves. They are easily moved, easily indignant, easily worshipful, easily judgmental, yet increasingly find it difficult to maintain a sufficiently deep mental distance to view the situation as a whole. In the clamor of opinions, reflection becomes a rare quality. In the convenience of information, true knowledge has become a more arduous journey than ever before.

This book was conceived out of that very concern.

It is not meant to add another voice to an already large crowd. It is not meant to cling to history as a refuge for bias. Nor is it meant to use current events as an excuse for hasty judgments. It is written in a more humble spirit: an attempt to slow down in a world that is moving too fast; an attempt to look deeper into what is often only glanced at; an attempt to re-examine the fundamental questions that each era thought it had answered, but ultimately had to answer again through its own fate.

Discussing governance and national affairs, ultimately, is not just about the ruling power. It is also about people. Because every regime is built by people, every order is maintained or broken by people, and every ideal must pass through the hands, minds, and even very human weaknesses to become history. History is not an anonymous machine. History bears the face of people who know fear, greed, sacrifice, calculation, dreams, betrayal, endurance, how to rise up, and how to bow down. It is precisely for this reason that studying an era cannot stop at events; it must delve into the structure of psychology, morality, interests, memories, desires, and beliefs.

The twenty-first century presents humanity with a great paradox: the more globalized we become, the more we must question our place; the more interconnected we are, the more we must question what retains our identity; the more powerful we are, the more we must question our limits; the more discourse there is about the future, the more we must look back and consider what we are losing from the past. A nation cannot live solely on nostalgia, but neither can it survive long if it is cut off from its deepest memories. A society cannot be built solely on slogans of progress if, within it, people are increasingly losing their self-restraint, their sense of responsibility, and their respect for the truth.

Therefore, writing in this era requires more than just appearing smarter than the times; it requires maintaining honesty in the face of current events. Honesty to see the strength without being naively infatuated with it. Honesty to recognize the weakness without cowardly avoiding it. Honesty to distinguish between what is hopeful and what is merely an illusion. Honesty to understand that no nation can endure if its spirit is empty; no intellectual class is worthy of its role if it only comments without daring to take responsibility; no political system is trustworthy if it only talks about the future without being honest enough about the shortcomings of the present.

Sitting at the beginning of the twenty-first century, humanity can be very proud of its achievements. But perhaps, more valuable than any achievement is the ability to pause and ask ourselves: where are we going, with what spirit, by what values, and what price is being silently paid behind the glitz and glamour of progress?

These pages aim to begin with that question.

Not to sow more pessimism, but to retain a glimmer of sobriety. Not to reject modernity, but to approach it with a deeper awareness of humanity. Not to worship the past, but to learn from history the necessary resilience for the present. And if there is a silent belief guiding this endeavor, it is the belief that: amidst all upheavals, what ultimately saves an individual, a society, and a nation is not just strength, but the capacity to understand oneself, to maintain one's integrity, and not to betray the fundamental values that constitute one's dignity.

Because every century will eventually pass.

The eternal question remains: after all the power they have attained, have humankind become more profound, more humane, and more worthy of their own history?
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Writing a book about governance in the early 21st century is both old and new.

It's an old story, because power has never been a new topic. Since the dawn of humankind, there have been conflicts between order and chaos, between rulers and those seeking to usurp power, between stated ideals and vested interests at play. An essay in the collection of documents I used succinctly and accurately stated: politics is the actions aimed at maintaining, expanding, and seizing power; it is linked to the objective laws of society and the necessity of history, and cannot be understood merely as morality or rhetoric.

But it is also new, because people today are living in unprecedented circumstances: the speed of information has far outpaced the speed of thought; the ability to technologically intervene in life is greater than ever before; societies are more interconnected but also more easily fragmented; power can manifest itself in parliament, in businesses, in the media, in algorithms, in collective outrage, and even in things invisible to the naked eye. People quickly learn what has just happened, but have little time to understand why it happened, what historical thread it belongs to, and where it will lead the nation.

Therefore, what motivated me to write this book was not a desire to recount a few political anecdotes, nor to elevate myself above the times in the name of history. On the contrary, the more I read, compared, and researched, the more I felt the need to humble myself before history. Because history is not a repository of old stories where you can select a few agreeable passages and construct conclusions. History is the crystallized life of a nation, the experience gained through suffering, failure, rebirth, and self-correction to become its common character. One text I consulted stated very directly: "Without reading history, one is not qualified to discuss politics"; and went further, asserting that "history is life," the entirety of human experience, and it is this historical consciousness that allows a community to know who it is, what it can preserve, and what it can fight for.

If we only look at phenomena through the lens of the moment, we might easily mistake all crises for accidents, all decline for individual failures, and all victories for immediate power. But looking more closely, social phenomena never stand alone. They follow one another over time, like links carrying both the legacy and the flaws of the previous period. Transitional periods are therefore always intense. A treatise on the Three Kingdoms that I read emphasized that transitional periods are extremely crucial for a nation, its people, and its society; where conflict is always fierce and political activity is at its peak. From ancient times to the present, every historical transformation has been like this: the old order is not yet dead, the new order has not yet taken shape, old values are questioned, and new values have not yet taken root. Society at that time needs not only strong individuals, but also individuals who understand the "greater good," understand the laws of historical continuity, and know how to place their actions within the broader context.

Here, governance is no longer a few petty maneuvers of opportunism. It is the art of recognizing the times and choosing a path within the limited freedom that history grants to humanity. It is not cunning replacing wisdom, nor is it trickery replacing justice. Governance is only worth discussing when it is linked to the state of the nation. Without a strong state of the nation, all schemes are merely petty tricks. Without governance, a nation, no matter how powerful, is easily squandered in confusion, complacency, or dogmatism.

In my opinion, a nation's strength is not just its borders, treasury, or military size. It's also about shared memory, social resilience, the quality of its leadership, its ability to absorb new forces, and the relationship between the state and its people, between intellectuals and life, and between education and the future. In the research I've conducted, what has struck me most is the observation that history changes through culture, and in every major upheaval, intellectuals are a form of power; when the elite in power are no longer able to keep pace with the aspirations of the times, history will shift to another force. In other words, a political system doesn't collapse primarily because of external forces, but also because it can no longer attract the new vitality of society from within.

That is also why this book is not just about rulers. It is about people. About intellectuals, soldiers, citizens, policymakers, those who hold faith, and even those who have lost faith. Because, ultimately, a nation does not exist as an abstract concept. A nation exists through concrete people, with their memories, education, fears, self-respect, interests, ambitions, and sacrifices. A strong nation is not strong because it is without mistakes, but because after making mistakes it still has a foundation to rise again, it still knows how to reflect, and it still dares to correct itself. Therefore, the study of history cannot simply preserve what has passed; it must help the present understand itself better, and help the future pay a lower price. A historical essay I used clearly stated: history is not a dead past, but a past that has forged a solid spirit, a profound force that transcends ordinary logic.

I tried to write this book with a more objective rather than resentful mindset, a more reflective rather than judgmental attitude. Objectivity doesn't mean being indifferent to the fate of the nation. On the contrary, only when one loves their country deeply enough does one feel the need to speak the truth to it. To speak the truth about the shortcomings of education. To speak the truth about the poverty of political thinking when one only chases after events. To speak the truth about an intellectual class that is content to be mere spectators of current affairs. To speak the truth about the dangers of systems that only manage the symptoms while neglecting the roots. And also to speak the truth about the extraordinary vitality of a nation if that nation retains its historical consciousness, if it still believes that its destiny is primarily determined by itself.

During this research season, I've often thought about a seemingly old saying that turns out to still be true today: in every era, there are people who only see events; far fewer who see the direction. Events confuse us; direction helps us stand firm. In writing *The Strategy of Governance and the State of the Nation *, I hope to do nothing more than trace the successive phenomena over time to find that direction: from history to politics, from politics to society, from society back to humanity, and from humanity back to responsibility towards the nation.

If this book holds a silent belief, it is that a nation cannot endure by chance. It can only endure and thrive when historical memory lives on, when intellect is willing to self-reflect, when power knows its limits, and when those who wield pens, power, weapons, and plows remember that they all stand on the same graves, share the same river, speak the same language, and share the same destiny.

I present these pages to the present day with reverence for history, with honesty about the present, and with a quiet but enduring hope: that any nation that still knows how to reflect on itself through history still has a path to the future.

Minh Hung, 
Summer 2026
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History is not just about what has passed.

Some books are written from a single event. Others are written from a prolonged period of contemplation. This book belongs to the latter category.

Living in an age of speed, people are increasingly prone to the misconception that the present is everything. News is so overwhelming that today's new developments push yesterday's new developments into oblivion. Voices about reform, development, power, democracy, security, growth, geopolitics, technology, education, crises, sovereignty, a new world order... follow one another like waves. But in this whirlwind, what is often lost first is depth. People quickly learn what has just happened, but rarely are they quiet enough to ask: where did it come from, what historical thread does it connect to, and where will it lead the nation?

Therefore, at the beginning of this book, I want to lay down a fundamental conviction: to discuss politics, one must delve into the depths of history . Not because history is a display case for old stories, but because history is the memory that has become the very essence of a nation. Without historical awareness, any discussion of power is merely a short-sighted reaction to current events. To put it more bluntly, without history, one only sees the events; and politics becomes merely a response, patching up, and chasing after change. An essay I used as a foundation stated very directly: "Without reading history, one is not qualified to discuss politics." And immediately following that seemingly strict statement is a deeper reminder: history is not something to be memorized, but something to be understood, to reflect upon and know how much effort and struggle our nation has put in to establish its place under the sun.

If we view history merely as a repository of the past, we will read it like a dry chronicle. But if we understand history as the accumulation of collective life, we will see it alive in the present in many forms: in political reflections, in how a nation confronts danger, in social organization, in educational structures, in the temperament of the intellectual class, and in both collective beliefs and fears. A very memorable passage states that "history is life," "the whole of human life and the whole of human experience"; history is not "a dead past," but a past distilled into spirit, into profound forces capable of guiding the future. Here, history appears not as ashes, but as energy condensed by time. It does not lie behind us; it walks with us.

To say that history is not just about the past also means that a nation does not live solely on food and clothing. People need food and clothing to survive; a nation needs memory to stand firm. A nation that loses its historical memory will soon lose its ability to judge the times. Therefore, there's a saying that sounds like folklore but is actually very profound: we live by our ancestors' graves, not just by our food. "Graves" here doesn't just refer to burial places, but to the spirits of our ancestors, to historical memory, and to the awareness that the greatest political failure is always the one that deeply wounds the spiritual foundation of the community. When a society forgets this, it easily becomes strong on the surface but hollow at its roots.

From that starting point, this book aims to move on to a larger question: if history is the accumulation of life, then what is governance , and what is national strength ?

Strategic governance is not merely a few tricks of a rival. It is the ability to discern the underlying dynamics, to see the limitations of circumstances, the gaps in opportunities, the weight of human resources, and the depth of hidden forces. Strategic governance is not opposed to justice; what opposes justice is aimless deception. Strategic governance, if understood properly, is the practical intelligence of politics: knowing when to advance, when to retreat, what is the superficial, what is the root, what can be corrected by policy, what must be changed by education, and what can only be resolved over the long course of history. Therefore, strategic governance detached from history will only be petty cleverness; strategic governance detached from society will only be a technique of governance; strategic governance detached from the nation will fall into the private schemes of factions.

A nation's strength is not just about borders, budget, or military size. A nation's strength is the culmination of geography, history, public sentiment, education, self-reliance, the quality of its leadership, organizational capacity, and the ability to transform social vitality into national strength. Some countries are strong but not sustainable, because their strength lies only in wealth and equipment. Some countries are small but not easily subdued, because while their physical strength may be limited, their deeper strength is substantial: their historical memory is unbroken, their community beliefs remain strong, their education system continues to nurture citizens, and their intellectuals maintain their responsibility to the nation's destiny. A treatise on education rightly stated: politics, economics, and national defense are all crucial issues, but education is even more fundamental, because to build and to fight, one must first know; education, in its deepest sense, is "the starting point and the end point of politics."

It is here that history and society intersect. A society cannot be strong if education only focuses on producing people with degrees without creating individuals with historical awareness. An education system lacking a socio-national foundation, lacking the struggle and responsibility of the community, will ultimately only train individuals with skills but without knowing where they belong. A thought-provoking passage states: education cannot be constructed outside of a specific social organization and a specific struggle; to understand the national spirit, one must look to history, for it contains the language, ethics, politics, economics, art, and beliefs of an entire community. If read carefully, this statement is not merely a pedagogical principle; it is a principle of governance.

History also teaches that the most crucial turning points of an era often occur during periods of transition . This is when the old order is not yet completely dead, and the new order has not yet taken shape; when society is shaken, values are fragmented, forces are regrouped, and even the seemingly most stable classes are reshuffled. An opening passage in the Three Kingdoms accurately observes that every transitional period is extremely important for a nation, its people, and its society; it is a time of fierce conflict and intense political maneuvering. This is true not only for the Three Kingdoms or past dynasties, but also for the world today. Whenever the old foundations erode, new forces emerge, old beliefs waver, and new languages fail to unite, society enters a dangerous transitional phase. In such times, a lack of historical awareness leads to misjudgment; a lack of strategic planning leads to being swept away by circumstances; and a lack of strategic thinking leads to reactions without direction.

Another undeniable rule is that history always moves through people, but not all people carry the same weight. During times of stability, the role of intellectuals may be obscured by the dust of everyday life. But when society transforms, intellectuals, officials, students, teachers, writers, ideological organizers, researchers, and those who can see beyond the surface suddenly become a force that neither the government nor the masses can ignore. It is said that "intellectuals are power," and once power is present, it cannot reject politics; politics permeates all aspects of social life, so intellectuals turning their backs on politics is essentially cutting off a large part of their intellectual life. On another level, this essay also points out a broader sociological phenomenon: in modern times, uprisings and major movements no longer originate solely from peasants or the bourgeoisie as before, but increasingly stem from intellectual organizations, officials, and students. This is not flattery of intellectuals; it is a description of the power structure in modern society.

But intellectuals are only truly meaningful when connected to the greater good of the nation. If they are only passionate about criticism without understanding the power structure; only good at reacting without connecting events to the flow of history; only eager to remain on the sidelines to maintain their reputation without daring to shoulder social responsibility, intellectuals will become a class that gazes at themselves in the mirror rather than a force contributing to national defense. Another analysis of examinations and the scholar class once mentioned that when education is reduced to mere poetic vanity, intellectuals will be bewildered by the government, easily falling into depravity or powerless in the face of national affairs. That observation remains a warning today. A society may have an abundance of students, but still lack true intellectuals.

Therefore, this book aims to follow a consistent path: reading the present through history, reading power through society, reading society through people, and reading people in their responsibility to the nation . It is not written to add another noisy voice to an already noisy market of opinions. Nor does it aim to use history as an easy court to judge the past with the convenience of the present. What I hope for more is to rebuild a foundation of thinking deep enough so that the problems of our time are not explained by momentary reactions. When a nation still knows how to connect the past with the present in a consistent spirit, that nation still has the ability to save itself. When a nation only lives in the waves of the present, forgetting that every phenomenon has roots and every change has its cumulative effect, that nation will easily become an object of circumstances rather than a subject of history. This has been stated succinctly and powerfully: the study of history is not merely about understanding the past of events, but fundamentally about using the past to understand the present and the future in a consistent historical spirit.

Therefore, saying that "history is not just about the past" actually refers to three things .

First , the past is not dead. It settles into character, into inclinations, into political habits, into the way a community loves, fears, resists, believes, or surrenders.

Secondly , the present does not arise spontaneously. Every crisis, every deviation, every progress, every revival is the result of many consecutive phenomena occurring over time. To sever them from the historical timeline is to impoverish one's understanding.

Thirdly , the future does not come from mere pronouncements. It comes from correctly understanding the past, recognizing the present, and organizing the power of society in a way that benefits the nation.

That is why this book begins with history, then moves to politics; begins with memory, then moves to power; begins with what seems to be past, then discusses what is to come. Because I believe that a nation can only truly move towards the future when it knows where it stands. And the place to find that knowledge is none other than history.

If the following pages have any value, I hope that value lies not in offering a few more slogans, but in suggesting a new perspective: viewing the world today through the depth of time; viewing power through responsibility to the nation; and seeing the nation not as an abstract term, but as a shared life nurtured by countless sweat, tears, intellect, sacrifices, and memories.

Ultimately, history doesn't demand that we live for the past. 
History only demands that we not betray what the past has entrusted to the present in order to preserve the future.
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PART I : TIMES, HISTORY, AND QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY
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Introduction

To discuss national affairs by observing only the present moment is like someone standing by the roadside and thinking they understand the journey. To discuss politics by merely recording immediate events is like someone counting waves at sea without probing the depths of the ocean. Therefore, to speak of current events, one must first return to history; to examine the state of a nation, one must first understand the spirit of a people forged through countless cycles of order and chaos, rise and fall, glory and shame, separation and reunion. In short: history is not something that has passed, but a part of the past still alive in the present, silently guiding how a nation—whether patriotic, fearful, rebellious, enduring, rising up, or losing itself—is shaped. A fundamental treatise has strongly stated: "Without reading history, one is not qualified to discuss politics"; and goes on to recognize that history is the entirety of human life, the entirety of human experience, not a dead past.

This is also the starting point of this book. Sitting at the beginning of the twenty-first century, while humanity can use machines to measure the subtle movements of matter and transmit news across half the globe in an instant, it still hasn't fully grasped the profound workings of society and the human heart. Modern science has solved many of nature's mysteries, but it hasn't lessened the intensity of the tragedy of power, nor has it made conflicts between nations, ideologies, crowds, and intellectuals a thing of the past. The past century alone is enough to show: Europe, once the center of knowledge and civilization, fell into two world wars; Russia went from empire to revolution, from fervent liberation to a purge; Germany, once the land of Goethe and Beethoven, also became the birthplace of fascism; and America, where industry and media reign supreme, has been repeatedly stirred by uprisings of intellectuals, students, anti-war movements, and crises of faith in power. These phenomena remind us that technological progress does not equate to historical maturity; material civilization does not automatically produce political wisdom.

Broadly speaking, every great era goes through turning points that the ancients called transitional periods. During these periods, the old order hasn't completely disappeared, but the new order hasn't yet formed; people's hearts are divided, but new forces are gathering; values once revered as solid foundations suddenly show cracks; and those once marginalized move into the center. A quote from the Three Kingdoms period aptly states that transitional periods are extremely crucial, greatly influencing the direction of nations, peoples, and societies; during these stages, conflict is always fierce, and politics becomes highly important. From the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, the late Han Dynasty and the Three Kingdoms, to modern Europe, and then the power restructuring in the post-war world, this rule has never failed. When the central region declines, the frontier regions will surge in; when the political system fails to absorb new forces, new forces will forge their own path; when old beliefs are no longer strong enough to unite, society will descend into conflict. History is terrifying precisely because it doesn't explode like lightning in a clear sky; it accumulates gradually like an underground stream, until at some point it shatters the entire surface order.

To understand a nation's strength, one cannot simply ask how many soldiers, resources, machinery, or allies it possesses. Such questions only touch the surface, not the core. A nation's strength is a deeper structure: it is history crystallized into beliefs, culture shaped into ways of life, education shaped into the character of its people, national defense shaped into a consciousness of defending the country, and the intellectual class that still considers the greater good or has resigned itself to being a mere passenger on its own destiny. A treatise on education rightly stated: education is both the starting point and the end point of politics; for to build or to fight, one must first know; and to know thoroughly, one must know which society, tradition, and struggle one belongs to. Education is not separate from national identity; on the contrary, it is the instrument by which a nation transmits its spiritual life from one generation to the next.

Therefore, when speaking of Vietnam, history does not appear as a national history book placed in an archive, but as a long, living stream stemming from the spirits of our ancestors, from our agricultural culture, from the consciousness of preserving our land, our graves, our





Chapter 1 : History is life, not ashes.













	It is no longer possible to distinguish between the phenomenon and its cause.

	It is no longer possible to connect today's policies with the accumulated achievements of the past.

	They no longer understand that a political decision is only valid when it is rooted in specific historical conditions.





























Chapter 2 : The Transition Period: When Society Reveals Its Deepest Cracks

























	People still talk about old moral principles,

	But their actions were driven by new interests and forces.









	power of bloodline, ritual, title;

	and the power of ability, organization, achievements, strategy, and the masses.




	The bourgeoisie replaced the aristocracy in modern Europe.

	Revolutionary parties replaced the weak aristocracy and bourgeoisie in Russia and China;

	Bureaucratic military forces and reformist intellectuals emerged during the Meiji Restoration of Japan.

	National liberation movements replaced the colonial structure in Asia and Africa.










	Historical order is not simply about silence;

	Historical chaos is not just impulse;

	The crucial question is which force is capable of transforming the conflict into a new structure with greater social effectiveness.






	Those in power must prove why they are still worthy of holding power.

	Intellectuals must choose between seclusion, collaboration, resistance, or organization;

	The masses had to choose between obedience, rebellion, or following a new force;

	Individuals must choose between honor, self-interest, survival, or responsibility.





























	Who is still qualified to represent the future?

	What from the past is still worth preserving?

	What should be discarded?

	Will the nation emerge from this turbulent period with a new order or with the ashes of a lost opportunity?



Chapter 3 The power of a nation: a concept that is talked about a lot but understood very little.





















	Intellectuals are becoming fragmented.

	Education is detached from national identity.

	The government and intellectuals clashed.

	People no longer see themselves in the system.

	When power is not tied to culture and ideology, that strength easily turns into a fleeting brilliance at the end of its season.








	The country still has resources.

	Society still has vitality.

	History still holds a unified foundation.

	But the upper echelons lacked the capacity to maintain, coordinate, and transform it all into a new empire.







	unfavorable geography,

	poor economy,

	The military was defeated.

	few allies,

	They were pressured from larger centers. But they still weathered the storms of history.












	Maintain the national spirit,

	appropriate educational institutions,

	We have nurtured an intellectual class that has not forgotten its roots.

	Do not allow power to be separated from national identity.


















	History has crystallized.

	Education has shaped,

	Intellectuals have become self-aware.

	National defense has become internalized.

	The national identity has preserved its independence in the face of external forces.











d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
MINH HUNG

STRATEGIC POWER AND NATIONAL STRATEGY

A study of history, politics, and social identity.






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





