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Dedication
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For every reader who loves brave women, stubborn men, loud laughter, dusty danger, and saloon doors that never swing open quietly.
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Previously in Copper Ridge
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In Book One, Two Guns for Miss Rose, saloon owner Rose Callahan was kidnapped by Gideon Voss and the Red Spur Riders because of secrets left behind by her late father. Marshal Elias Kane and former wanted man Silas “Blackjack” Rourke hated each other, competed for Rose’s heart, and still rode together across the desert to save her.

By the end of that fight, Voss was jailed, Silas’s murder charge was broken open, and Elias learned that justice needed more than a badge. Rose returned to the Rose Lantern stronger than ever, refusing to be treated as anyone’s prize. Elias and Silas remained at her side, no longer enemies, not fully friends, and absolutely not finished arguing.

Book Two begins with the Rose Lantern repaired, the town almost peaceful, and Copper Ridge foolish enough to believe a woman like Rose Callahan could have a quiet week.
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Characters in Book Two
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Rose Callahan - Owner of the Rose Lantern Saloon. Fearless, sharp-tongued, loyal, and determined to choose her own heart in her own time.

Marshal Elias Kane - The honorable lawman of Copper Ridge. Protective, disciplined, and learning that love cannot be handled like an arrest warrant.

Silas “Blackjack” Rourke - Former wanted man and charming troublemaker. Reckless, loyal, funny, and trying to prove his past does not own him.

Deputy Milo Finch - A nervous deputy with accidental courage and a talent for starting rumors, falling into trouble, and somehow helping save the day.

Big Nellie - The fierce cook of the Rose Lantern. She believes men can be improved with soup, threats, or a skillet.

Widow Clementine Vale - A dramatic woman from Silas’s past whose lies hide fear, danger, and evidence powerful men want destroyed.

Reverend Amos Bell - A traveling preacher kidnapped into the middle of the wedding disaster.

Jeb Crowley - Leader of the Black Ribbon Riders. He wants revenge, land, and the destruction of Rose’s saloon.

Lionel Creed - A wealthy ranch baron funding violence from the shadows.
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The Rule on the Wall

The morning after repairs, Rose Callahan stood on the Rose Lantern porch with a paintbrush in one hand and a look that made grown cowboys remember urgent errands elsewhere.

Rose paints the new saloon rule and declares peace will not own her. The moment carried laughter on the surface, but Rose noticed who stopped smiling first and where every hand drifted.

Elias checks locks too carefully; Silas pretends to fix a porch board. Elias responded with discipline because discipline was what he trusted when his heart became inconvenient.

Milo drops paint and hears the word marriage. Silas made a joke because jokes were easier than fear, but Rose had learned to hear the worry under his grin.

A black ribbon appears at the hitching post. Milo managed to be both useful and alarming, which was becoming his official contribution to law enforcement.

In this chapter, elias and Silas still competed, but the shape of it had changed. Before, they fought to win. Now, despite themselves, they fought to be worthy of standing near her.

In this chapter, milo’s mistakes were spectacular, but so was his loyalty. He shook, squeaked, and panicked in alphabetical order, yet he kept showing up where better men had run.

The immediate complication came from this: Elias checks locks too carefully; Silas pretends to fix a porch board. What sounded small in gossip became dangerous in practice, because Crowley knew how to hide a threat inside public confusion.

The stronger turn came when milo drops paint and hears the word marriage. That moment forced Rose, Elias, and Silas to stop reacting and start choosing their next move together.

The first problem in the rule on the wall was never only the event itself. It was the way Copper Ridge reacted to it: loudly, publicly, and with at least one person selling food beside the danger. Rose paints the new saloon rule and declares peace will not own her. became a spark, and the town fed it with whispers and wagers.

Rose studied the faces around her and separated fools from threats. A fool made noise. A threat listened. A black ribbon appears at the hitching post. told her the enemy was listening too closely, and that meant the laughter had to become cover.

Elias respected the calculation in her eyes even when it frightened him. In the rule on the wall, his instinct was to step in front of danger, but Rose had taught him that love was not a shield he could throw over her without permission.

Silas understood the other half of the danger. Men like Crowley did not strike only at bodies; they struck at trust. In the rule on the wall, he watched for the lie underneath the performance.

Rose felt the old pull between the two men beside her, but this time it did not feel like a cage. Elias brought steadiness. Silas brought fire. What she demanded from both was respect, and to their credit, they were finally learning it cost more than pretty words.

“That board says no unpaid proposals,” Rose said. Silas squinted at it. “So paid proposals are allowed?” Elias groaned. “Do not encourage him.” “I am not encouraging him,” Rose said. “I am calculating damages.”

Outside, a black ribbon fluttered where no wind touched it.
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