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PREFACE
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  There was once a time when giants walked abroad in this land. All of us who are citizens of the United States, and everyone anywhere who loves liberty, are their descendants.


  They were not perfect, those men and women of the Revolutionary War era. Some of them were fearful, some were self-seeking, some wavered in their devotion to the cause of freedom. But they produced a nation that has become a beacon set on a hill, beckoning to all who want to walk toward freedom. The nation those men and women produced has not been, and is not, a perfect nation, but millions of Americans would prefer to awake no place else.


  In this book you will meet some of the people of that Revolutionary age: men, women, even children, of all races, some of whom measured up to the challenge of birthing a nation and some who failed in the attempt to do their share. We can take pride in those who were patriots, and we can learn even from those who failed.


  In this book the word American is not often used. During the Revolutionary War, “American” was used to designate any resident of any of the British colonies in North America, including Canada and the Caribbean. “American” referred to a place of residence, not citizenship. When the war began, everyone in the colonies was British so far as citizenship was concerned. A new meaning for the word American had to be invented. While our ancestors were inventing that meaning, they called themselves “Patriots” and the army the “Continentals.” The British called us “Rebels” and other things totally unfit for print. Only gradually did American come to denote a citizen of the United States and a certain set of political ideals.


  The original thirteen states were not strongly united either. At the same time that they declared their independence from Great Britain, the Continental Congress drew up, and submitted to the states for ratification, a document called the Articles of Confederation. Under the terms of this agreement, each state retained its sovereignty, and practically no power was given to the central government. Our original national government was a states’ rights confederacy. As a result of this form of government, the treaty ending the Revolutionary War was not negotiated between Great Britain and the United States of America but between Britain and thirteen sovereign entities, each listed in the treaty by name. Not until 1789 did we alter this arrangement between the states and national government by writing the Constitution of the United States of America, one purpose of which was “to create a more perfect union.”


  Whether your ancestors helped found Jamestown, stubbed their toe on Plymouth Rock, came ashore on Ellis Island, or arrived just the other day, the men and women of this book are your political ancestors. They helped give us what we have as Americans.


REVOLUTIONARY
WAR TIMELINE
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       	1754
  	Albany Conference takes place. Colonies reject a proposal by Benjamin Franklin suggesting that all colonies cooperate in self-defense against the French and Indians.

    

    
  	1754–1761
	French and Indian War, also called the Seven Years’ War, causes havoc for the colonists. French and Indians attack the colonial frontier. Most of the defense of the colonies is provided by the colonial militia.

    

    
  	1762–1763
	Chief Pontiac leads what will become known as Pontiac’s Rebellion, causing the British government to forbid white settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains

    

    
  	1764
	Parliament passes the Sugar Act, placing a tax on molasses, a commodity vital to New England. The New England colonies distill the molasses into the rum that is taken to Africa to be traded for slaves, who are in turn taken to the Caribbean to be traded for more molasses.

    

    
  	1765
	Stamp Act requires a revenue stamp on all sorts of documents, thus creating yet more taxes.

    

    
  	1766
	In the face of colonial opposition, the British Parliament repeals the Sugar and Stamp Acts.

    

    
  	1767
	Parliament imposes the Townshend Duties, a tax on paint, paper, lead, glass, and tea. This tax is paid in Britain by the exporter, but the colonists know they will have the tax passed on to them in the form of higher prices.

    

    
  	1768
	Violent antitax protests break out in Boston and other towns. Troops are sent to Boston to maintain order.

    

    
  	1770
	The Boston Massacre occurs when British troops fire on an unruly crowd. Four citizens of Boston are killed.

    

    
  	1771
	Troops are withdrawn from Boston, and the Town-shend Duties are repealed, except for the tax on tea.

    

    
  	1773
	A bumper crop of tea makes that item a bargain even with the tax. The Sons of Liberty in Boston dump tea overboard in what becomes known as the Boston Tea Party.

    

    
  	
	Parliament passes the Intolerable Acts to punish Boston.

    

    
  	1774
	British troops return to Boston to maintain order.

    

    
  	1775
	War officially begins on April 19 at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts; Minutemen besiege
Boston.



   	
	Battle of Bunker Hill takes place.




   	
	George Washington is made commander of the Continental Army.




   	
	Siege of Boston continues.

    

    
  	1776
	Henry Knox brings cannons to Boston from Fort
Ticonderoga.
British army evacuates Boston.
Washington moves the Continental Army to New York City.
British attack Charleston, South Carolina, and are defeated.
Colonies declare independence.
Washington is defeated at New York City, and the Patriot army loses heavily in men and material. Battle of Trenton takes place.

    

    
  	1777
	Battle of Princeton takes place.
Battle of Brandywine Creek takes place. The British capture Philadelphia, the Patriot capital.
Washington retreats to Valley Forge.
A Patriot force at Saratoga, New York, forces a British army led by Gen. John Burgoyne to surrender.

    

    
  	1778
	Gen. Wilhelm von Steuben trains the Continental Army at Valley Forge.
Battle of Monmouth Courthouse takes place. The Continental Army stands its ground in the open field for the first time. The war in the north comes to a stalemate—Washington’s men are in New Jersey, and the British are in New York City.

    

    
  	1779
	British attempt to overrun the southern colonies.
Savannah, Georgia, is captured by the British.
Augusta, Georgia, is captured by the British.

    

    
  	1780
	Charleston, South Carolina, is captured by the British.
Battle of Camden takes place. The Patriots are defeated.
Battle of Kings Mountain takes place. The Patriot forces win.

    

    
  	1781
	Patriots win the Battle of Cowpens.
Siege of Yorktown takes place. Lord Cornwallis is forced to surrender to Washington when the British fleet is turned back by the French at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay. Peace negotiations begin.

    

    
  	1782
	Patriot forces fighting in the South continue to take back British-controlled territory; peace negotiations are ongoing.

    

    
  	1783
	Congress ratifies the Treaty of Paris on April 19, ending the war exactly eight years after it began.






   
  MARTYRS OF A MASSACRE OR VICTIMS OF A PROPAGANDA PLOY?
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  On March 5, 1770, four men were shot dead by British soldiers on the streets of Boston and four more were wounded in what would later be called the Boston Massacre. Were these men the first martyrs to the cause of independence or were they the victims of a clever propaganda ploy?


  By 1768 relations between some segments of the colonial population and the British authorities had become so strained that violence frequently broke out. The heart of the controversy was whether the Parliament in London had the authority to levy taxes on the colonies or whether that power rested in the hands of the legislatures of each colony. Beginning with the Sugar Act of 1764 and the Stamp Act of 1765, Parliament asserted its right, and the colonies stoutly asserted theirs through various acts of defiance. In its latest action Parliament had placed taxes on lead, paint, paper, glass, and tea. Leading the colonial opposition was a secret organization called the Sons of Liberty. Men who had taken a stand on both sides of the issue were beaten or doused in tar and feathers; windows were broken and buildings were burned. From the perspective of the Royal government, the behavior of some Americans had degenerated to the level of unruly children engaged in a temper tantrum. The governor of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, found it necessary to ask for troops to be sent to Boston to keep order. Already his house had been attacked and his family had been threatened.


  The requested troops came in impressive numbers. From Ireland came the Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth Infantry Regiments, while the Fourteenth and Twenty-ninth arrived in Nova Scotia along with a company of artillery armed with five cannons. Because Boston had a population of only 18,000 at the time, this was a heavy military presence.


  For two years the troops were quartered in and around Boston, and for two years tensions between soldiers and townspeople increased. There were fights between soldiers and civilians over girls, brawls in taverns when too much beer had been consumed, and conflicts when off-duty soldiers took on part-time jobs, depriving local men of work. And there was the biggest issue of all: The soldiers were the living symbol of the authority Parliament claimed to control and tax the colonies.


  Of course the local members of the Sons of Liberty took advantage of every clash between townspeople and soldiers to stir up more resentment and to make yet more trouble. Because the leader of the Sons of Liberty was assumed to be Samuel Adams, and because Sam ran a brewery, a crowd of Sons could easily be gathered and moved to action by a few pints of beer.


  March 5, 1770, dawned cold and snowy. The bad weather kept many of those who worked out-of-doors away from their jobs. Not surprisingly, many of these men congregated in the taverns around town to chat, keep warm, and drink. All during that day, it was later recorded, a mysterious man identified only as “tall, and wearing a red cloak” made his way around the taverns making inflammatory speeches about the British presence in Boston.



	SAMUEL ADAMS, who led opposition to Royal taxes in Boston, was a former tax collector.

     

  By dark there was almost a foot of snow on the streets of Boston, but the military routine of the British army followed its normal course, posting guards at strategic locations around town. Pvt. Hugh White of the Twenty-ninth Regiment was placed on duty at the Custom House. This building was a symbol of the Crown’s authority in Boston, because it was from the Custom House that the hated tax laws were enforced.


  At about eight o’clock that night, a group of townspeople began moving down King Street. To all who would listen, they said some soldiers had attacked them, and they were getting clubs and going to find some Redcoat on whom they could take their revenge. As this crowd approached the Custom House, another group, which included children, was gathering at the barracks occupied by the soldiers. There was a good deal of swearing and shouting, and the officers had a lot of trouble keeping their men from wading into the crowd with guns and bayonets.

     
  

  Church bells began to ring, usually a signal that a house was on fire, and more people came pouring into the street. As the crowd in front of him grew in size, Pvt. Hugh White began to feel decidedly lonely. Many in the mob were armed with clubs, and most of the rest had begun to lob snowballs at him. Convinced he could not control the situation, Private White did just what army regulations said he should do: He called for the officer of the day.


  Capt. Thomas Preston had a reputation as a good officer who stayed calm in a crisis. Preston decided to send six privates under Cpl. William Wemms to assist Private White. Because of the delicacy of the situation, Captain Preston followed this relief force himself.


  Reaching the besieged private, Captain Preston decided the situation was too dangerous to return to the main guard post. Instead, he formed his little band into a semicircle with their backs to the entrance to the Custom House. In an attempt to cow the crowd, Preston ordered his men to load their guns. Instead of making the crowd afraid, this move made them bolder.


  The crowd knew that the soldiers were under regulations that did not allow them to take action against civilians without orders from a civil official. Because no one was present to give such an order, they pressed right up against the bayonets of the soldiers, challenging them to fire. The crowd had forgotten one basic rule: Under the Common Law of Britain, no one was denied the right of self-defense when faced with a deadly attack.


  A club came whirling out of the crowd and struck Pvt. Hugh Montgomery, knocking him down. Getting back on his feet, Montgomery fired. So did all the other soldiers. Four men fell to the ground, dead; four others were wounded. The dead were Samuel Gray, James Caldwell, Samuel Maverick, and Michael Johnson, who was also known as Crispus Attucks and was of mixed Native American and African ancestry. He is often called the nation’s first African American hero.


  The British soldiers were brought to trial in later weeks, but the court found they had acted in self-defense. The lawyer for the soldiers had secretly been hired by the Sons of Liberty, who wanted the men acquitted as an indicator that more had to be done about the issue. The four dead men became martyrs to those who were pressing for independence. But they may also have been victims of a propaganda ploy that was designed to stir up trouble and, in the soldiers’ retaliation, brought them more than they had bargained for.


   
  BEFORE LEXINGTON AND CONCORD: THE REAL FIRST SHOTS
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  By the rude bridge that arched the flood . . .
Here once the embattled farmers stood
And fired the shot heard round the world.


  So said Ralph Waldo Emerson in his well-known poem “Concord Hymn.” Following the message of that poem, and the contents of dozens of books, the majority of contemporary Americans would agree that the opening shots of the Revolutionary War were fired early on the morning of April 19, 1775, at Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts.


  But were they? Historians readily admit that which the public does not know—that the first confrontation between armed forces of the Crown and the colonies occurred five months before Lexington and Concord and in another colony. Emerson would have needed all his literary ability to write a poem about the event, however. It occurred on December 14 and 15, 1774, at Fort William and Mary in the harbor of Portsmouth, New Hampshire.


  The year 1774 was a time of rising tension between Britain and the American colonies. Since 1761 the Parliament of Great Britain had been attempting to assess taxes to be paid in the colonies. The purpose of these taxes was to pay the debts incurred by Britain during the Seven Years’ War (1754–1761) with France. Britain, and her North American colonies, had benefited enormously from the war. When the conflict began, France was a major force in North America; at its conclusion there was no French territory left on the continent. Britain figured the colonies should be willing to help pay for the military effort that had eliminated the major allies of the Indians. But all their attempts to tax had been met with resistance. The colonies were accustomed to levying taxes on themselves, not to having someone far away do so. The slogan of the colonists became “No taxation without representation.” They were willing to pay taxes, but only those in whose levying they had a direct voice.


  Eventually, all the taxes passed by Parliament were repealed except for the levy on tea. In 1773 resistance to this remaining tax led to the Boston Tea Party, during which a group of colonists dumped overboard all the tea aboard the ship Dartmouth. In the face of this destruction of private property, the British government began to take stern measures to bring the colonies to obedience. These measures included sending troops to Boston, the major trouble spot, and continuing the efforts to export tea, tax and all, to America. In response, the colonies formed “Committees of Correspondence” to coordinate their resistance.


    In Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the Committee of Correspondence was headed by Samuel Cutts, a leading merchant. On July 4, 1774, twenty-seven chests of tea arrived in Portsmouth. The British government apparently had decided to determine if they could have better luck selling tea, and collecting taxes, in Portsmouth than they had had in Boston. The local Committee of Correspondence promptly pressured the recipient to send the tea on to the port of Halifax in Canada, and soon it was on its way. This quiet method of opposition was much more widespread among the colonists than was the spectacular direct challenge given to the tea tax in Boston.


    HAD BRITAIN NOT WON the Seven Years’ War, there might have been no American Revolution. It was taxes imposed to pay the cost of that victory that stirred Americans to resistance and then to independence.



  Not long after, in defiance of the orders of the Royal Governor, Thomas Wentworth, delegates were elected to the Continental Congress. This was not a legislative body and had no official governmental authority. Yet every colony was represented in the Congress. Instead of being merely a protest meeting, the Continental Congress became the de facto government of America. Because the Congress was organizing military units—the Minutemen—the king ordered that no gunpowder or other military goods be shipped to the colonies.


  This last action roused a local Portsmouth Patriot leader, John Sullivan, to action. “I took the alarm, clearly perceiving the design of the British ministry, and wrote several pieces on the necessity of securing military stores which were published in several papers.” Sullivan then began to plan his next move. By December 2, 1774, Governor Wentworth sensed a growing “unrest and a disposition of the people to follow all the Resolves of the Congress.”


  Then Paul Revere rode into town. On December 13 Revere delivered to Samuel Cutts a letter from the Boston Committee of Correspondence saying that troops were being sent to reinforce the garrison of Fort William and Mary at the mouth of Portsmouth Harbor. This information was incorrect, but the letter also contained the news that the British had seized military stores in Rhode Island and were planning to do the same in all the colonies. Such was, indeed, the British policy.


  Revere’s letter touched off a furor in the town of Portsmouth. During the morning of December 14, a drummer marched all around town beating the call to assemble. By noon people from the adjacent towns of Newcastle and Rye were streaming into town. The governor sent an official to order the crowd to disperse, but this had no effect. By one o’clock a crowd numbering 400 was marching on the fort.


  Inside the walls of the fort, Capt. John Cochran could muster only five men to defend the post. As the crowd approached the fort he ordered them to stop. As the group surged closer, Cochran “immediately ordered three four-pounders to fire on them, and then the small arms.” Before the garrison could reload, they had been overrun. No one had been hit. Captain Cochran and his men were locked up for about ninety minutes while the crowd broke into the powder magazine and ran off with one hundred barrels of gunpowder.


  On December 15 John Sullivan marched into town at the head of men he had assembled. Sullivan was pleased that the powder had been taken, but he knew much of value remained in the fort. Leading his men into the now empty fortification, he seized sixty muskets and cartridge boxes and sixteen of the lighter-weight
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