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      To every soul who has ever wondered if grace could reach that far, forgive that much, heal that deeply, and still leave beauty behind.

      This book is dedicated to the brokenhearted who discovered that the mercy of God does not merely cover a life—it changes it. It is for the wounded who kept walking, the repentant who came home, the forgiven who could never forget where the Lord found them, and the redeemed who now carry quiet proof that grace is real.

      May every page remind you that the evidence of grace is not found in a perfect past, but in a transformed heart. It is seen in the tears repentance leaves behind, in the mercy we learn to give, in the tenderness that grows where bitterness once lived, and in the life that now points back to Christ.

      Above all, this book is dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ, whose blood still cleanses, whose mercy still reaches, whose love still restores, and whose grace still leaves marks that heaven itself can recognize.

    

  


  
    
      “And they glorified God in me.” Galatians 1:24

      

      
        
        “Grace does not leave a soul as it found it. It reaches into the ruin, raises what sin had buried, and leaves behind a life that makes others look toward God.”
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      There are some truths that can be explained, and there are some truths that must be seen. Grace is one of them. A man may speak of grace with careful words, preach it with conviction, and define it with doctrine, but when grace truly touches a life, it does more than fill the mind with truth. It leaves evidence behind.

      That evidence is not always loud. Sometimes it is found in a softer answer where anger once lived. Sometimes it is seen in tears of repentance where pride once stood unbroken. Sometimes it is heard in a forgiven sinner speaking tenderly about the mercy of God because he knows what it means to be rescued from himself. Grace does not merely decorate a life with religious language; it transforms the heart until the change can no longer be hidden.

      The Evidence Of Grace was written for those who believe that salvation is more than a profession of the lips. It is for those who understand that the grace of God is not weak, shallow, sentimental, or powerless. The same grace that forgives sin also teaches the soul to hate sin. The same grace that reaches the guilty also renews the guilty. The same grace that brings a sinner to Christ also begins shaping that sinner into the image of Christ.

      In these pages, you will be reminded that the marks of grace are not trophies of human goodness, but testimonies of divine mercy. No redeemed life points to itself. Every changed heart, every restored spirit, every act of forgiveness, every visible fruit of repentance, and every quiet step of obedience declares, “This is what the Lord hath done.”

      May this book stir the saved to examine the evidence of grace in their own lives. May it encourage the wounded to believe that God can still make beauty out of brokenness. May it call the careless away from empty religion and into a living walk with Christ. And may every reader finish these pages not merely admiring grace, but yielding more fully to the God of all grace.

      For when grace is real, it leaves a mark.

      And when God leaves the mark, the evidence cannot be denied.
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      Grace is not merely something God gives; grace is something God leaves behind. It does not pass through a life quietly and leave no trace. When the grace of God reaches a guilty soul, forgives a stained past, lifts a fallen spirit, and makes a sinner new, there will be evidence. Not perfection. Not pride. Not religious performance. But evidence.

      There will be a tenderness where there once was hardness. There will be repentance where there once was rebellion. There will be hunger for God where there once was appetite for the world. There will be mercy toward others because mercy has first been received. Grace does not make a man boastful; it makes him broken. Grace does not make a woman careless; it makes her grateful. Grace does not merely change where a soul is going when life is over; it changes how that soul walks while life remains.

      The evidence of grace is often seen in quiet places. It is seen in the apology finally spoken, the sin finally forsaken, the prayer finally whispered, the burden finally surrendered, and the wounded heart finally learning to forgive. It is seen when a person who could have stayed bitter chooses mercy, when one who could have walked away stays faithful, and when one who once lived for self begins to live for the Saviour.

      This book is not written to magnify human goodness, but to magnify divine grace. It is not a mirror for self-righteousness, but a window into the transforming work of God. If grace has truly touched the heart, it will leave fingerprints upon the life. And though those marks may be humble, hidden, and sometimes covered with tears, they are precious before God.

      For wherever grace has been received, evidence will remain.
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      There is a kind of grace that people sing about, speak about, and claim with their mouths, but never seem to carry in their lives. It is a grace without fruit, a mercy without movement, a forgiveness without transformation. Yet the grace of God revealed in Scripture is never empty, idle, or powerless. When grace comes to a soul, it does not merely excuse the sinner; it awakens him, humbles him, cleanses him, and begins making him new.

      This book was written with a burden to show that true grace leaves evidence. Not evidence that a man has saved himself, for no sinner can do that. Not evidence that a believer has become perfect, for every redeemed soul still needs the mercy of God every day. But evidence that the Lord has truly passed by, touched the heart, broken the pride, forgiven the sin, and changed the direction of a life.

      The Evidence Of Grace is not written to make tender believers doubt the work of God in them. It is written to encourage them to see the quiet fingerprints of mercy already forming in their lives. Grace may be seen in the broken spirit that once resisted God. It may be seen in repentance that no longer makes excuses. It may be seen in forgiveness given to those who wounded us, in tenderness where hardness once ruled, and in a life that slowly begins to look like the Saviour it follows.

      At the same time, this book is also a loving warning. In a day when many are content with religious language, public profession, and outward association, the Word of God still declares that saving grace brings forth a changed life. The Lord Jesus did not come merely to improve our vocabulary; He came to redeem our souls. He did not die so sinners could remain comfortably chained; He died to set the captive free.

      As you read these pages, do not search first for someone else. Let the truth search you. Let the Holy Ghost shine light into the hidden corners of the heart. Let grace comfort what is wounded, confront what is stubborn, and cultivate what is beginning to grow. There may be places in your life where the evidence is small, but small evidence is still evidence when God is the Author of it.

      My prayer is that this book will lead every reader back to Christ. Not to self-confidence, not to spiritual pride, not to cold inspection of others, but to humble gratitude before the God who still changes lives. If there is any good in us, grace put it there. If there is any mercy flowing from us, grace opened the fountain. If there is any evidence worth seeing, it is only because Jesus Christ has left His mark upon the soul.

      May these pages remind you that grace is more than a word we cherish. It is the work of God we carry. And when His grace is truly at work within us, the world may not understand it, but it will not be able to deny that something holy has happened.
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            A HEART MADE NEW

          

        

      

    

    
      Ezekiel 36:26 declares, “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.” There are few words in all the Scriptures more hopeful to a ruined man than the words “a new heart.” God does not merely offer to polish the old one, educate the old one, decorate the old one, or teach the old one religious manners. He promises something deeper than improvement, stronger than resolution, and more lasting than emotional reform. He promises a heart made new by His own gracious hand. This is not the work of man climbing toward God, but the work of God reaching down toward man. The first great evidence of grace is not that a sinner turned over a new leaf, but that God gave him a new heart.

      The old heart may learn religion, but it cannot love righteousness without grace. The old heart may attend church, sing hymns, quote verses, and yet remain chained to itself. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” That verse does not flatter mankind, but it tells the truth with divine precision. The trouble with man is not merely around him, but within him. Sin is not only something he does with his hands; it is something that has ruled in the hidden chambers of his heart. Therefore, grace must go deeper than conduct, because the disease lies deeper than behavior.

      A new heart is one of the clearest evidences that grace has visited the soul. When God saves a man, He does not simply change his destination; He changes his desire. He does not only rescue him from hell; He begins to rescue him from the heart that loved the road to hell. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” That new creature may still stumble, still weep, still battle, and still need mercy every morning. Yet something holy has begun that was not there before. Grace has entered the inner man and planted evidence that eternity itself cannot deny.

      The heart made new begins to feel differently about sin. What once was entertainment becomes grief, and what once was hidden becomes heavy. The believer may fall, but he cannot be comfortable in the far country like he once was. David cried in Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” That prayer was not the voice of a man protecting his image, but the cry of a man broken over his sin. Grace does not teach the soul to excuse evil, rename evil, defend evil, or parade evil. Grace teaches the soul to mourn what once it managed to enjoy.

      This new heart does not make a person sinless, but it makes him sensitive. There is a tenderness born of grace that the old life never knew. The same conscience that once slept under thunder now trembles beneath a whisper. The same

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Dedication
      


      		
        Epigraph
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Foreword
      


      		
        Introduction
      


      		
        Preface
      


      		
        1. A Heart Made New
      


      		
        2. Mercy Written in the Ruins
      


      		
        3. The Quiet Proof of a Changed Life
      


      		
        4. When Forgiveness Leaves a Footprint
      


      		
        5. Grace That Shows Up in the Shadows
      


      		
        6. The Beauty of a Broken Spirit
      


      		
        7. Faith That Can Be Seen
      


      		
        8. The Tenderness of a Redeemed Soul
      


      		
        9. Love Born From the Ashes
      


      		
        10. When Repentance Becomes Visible
      


      		
        11. The Marks Heaven Leaves Behind
      


      		
        12. A Life That Looks Like Mercy
      


      		
        Afterword
      


      		
        Also by Joshua Rhoades
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		Also by Joshua Rhoades


    


  


OEBPS/images/dalle-2025-01-01-105215---a-professional-and-elegant-logo-for-a-company-named-rhoades-publishing-the-design-features-a-stylized-open-book-a.jpg





OEBPS/images/chatgpt-image-jun-5-2026-at-04_23_58-pm.jpg
= ——

= [he

AV UBIBINIC JB

GRACE






