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Photography shot between 2015-2022. Some of the locations may have altered with time and ownership changes. Many of the locations are still privately inhabited. Please don’t disturb the residents.
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Abandoned Cascade Railroad Tunnels

Goats Head Trail, Skykomish

Wellington (Adjacent to Stevens Pass)




In 1910, Wellington, Washington was a minuscule mountain town that existed exclusively due to the Great Northern Railway. Constructed in 1893, the town was the operational headquarters for tunnel construction, tunnel electrification and general maintenance along the line. It was also an important coal, water and rest stop for trains on route to Everett, Seattle and Tacoma.




The infamous avalanche happened on March 1, 1910. Due to the ferocity of the storms, two trains were delayed for a week. The trains, #25 and #27, carried approximately 100 passengers bound for Seattle, had originated from the St. Paul, Minnesota depot. The pace had lurched forward until travel became impossible at the Wellington station on Thursday, February 24th. Their ominous fate seemed predestined when one of the previous dining shacks, at which they’d eaten on February 22nd, collapsed from accumulated snows and killed the cook and his helper.




The journey mirrored a literary voyage of the damned. Hillsides of snow, trees and rocks frequently slid over the tracks around Windy Point, near Scenic a few miles in advance. 




The late February 1910 snowstorm was relentless and persisting. 




Rotary snowplows attempted to clear tracks, but the task proved impossible for emergency crews due to diminishing coal supplies and the intensity of the storm. Equipment regularly broke and workers were losing a calculated race against time to clear the passage. The rotary plows eventually were depleted of coal and the demoralized shovelers quit working. By Saturday, February 26th, passengers remained stranded in Wellington, rationing food and completely cut off from outside communications. 




There were forewarnings of disaster. The echoes of avalanches originating from surrounding mountains were audible. Passengers were restless and concerned that their train was at risk in the exposed Wellington rail yard. They demanded their train be moved back into a protective tunnel.




Disregarding their request, the Train Superintendent James O’Neil assured them of their safety. He refused to authorize the move. 




He had confidence that his work crews could break through with a sustained effort and knew of no precedence for landslides in the flatlands of Wellington. He resisted the decision to relocate the trains into the protective confines of the tunnel due to his fear of smoke asphyxiation of the passengers.




Still, O’Neill was not oblivious to the risk. During his two and a half year tenure, he would relocate his private coach during winter into the Stevens Pass region and reside there. He personally supervised operations during storms and snow slides and claimed that before February 23, 1910, he had put more than 4000 trains through the mountain route with none being delayed in excess of 24 hours.




On Monday, February 28th, seven disgruntled male passengers followed a treacherous path down an avalanche chute to Scenic, One returned back to Wellington due to the severity of the conditions. Other passengers had planned to follow their example the next day.




The storm shifted. Rain, lightning and thunder replaced snowdrifts.




A direct lightning hit in the early morning of Tuesday, March 1st, triggered an avalanche. Abruptly colossal layers of snow slid down the mountainside. There was no warning for Trains #25 and #27. The force was devastating and excessive.

 

The two trains were hurled into a gulch and the frozen waters of the Tye River far below. The train depot, fifteen train cars, coaches, a half dozen locomotives, engines and sheds were buried and tossed indiscriminately. 

Wellington residents and surviving train personnel immediately began digging for survivors.




One railroad employee hiked first to Windy Point and then Scenic to report the disaster. A relief train of fifty doctors, nurses, sheriffs and coroners departed from Everett arriving at Scenic. The emergency band struggled uphill through deep snows to arrive at the morgue that was once Wellington.




Amidst the continuance of the storm, victims were lifted from the gulch and wreckage. Seven days of grueling search yielded 95 cadavers. The railroad tracks were finally cleared for passage on March 12th. The dead were transported to Everett. The trains resumed their regular service. The spring snowmelt revealed a final body bringing the confirmed death total to 96.




The notoriety of the disaster prompted the town of Wellington to be renamed Tye. The change mattered little. The annual danger posed by the passage route would ultimately make the continuation of the town unfeasible. Nature was victorious.




Several of the protective weather tunnels remain abandoned on the slopes above the former Wellington site. The train tracks were relocated to the opposite side ensuring a similar disaster would never re-occur. The tunnels can be accessed but remain dangerous, particularly during spring snowmelt season.




Wellington remains listed on Google Maps but nothing remains of the former settlement.
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Alfred’s Café Building: Formerly Accommodating Working Mothers

Alfred’s Café:

402 Puyallup Avenue, Tacoma




Alfred’s Café is a renowned no frills Tacoma dining establishment with a three-storied past as a renowned Victorian era hotel and brothel. A massive grand staircase once connected the three levels, but access to the ground level has since been removed. The two upper floors are currently used for miscellaneous storage and are inaccessible to the public.




Brothels historically are dark and violent destinations with beatings and murders of the working girls not uncommon by intoxicated and enraged clients. Restaurant employees, contractors and clients have acknowledged significant paranormal activity over the decades. 




In particular is the sighting of a little girl looking out from one of the upper story windows. A credible narrative has not been established as to her identity, but her origins may be easier to explain. Adjacent to Alfred’s, separated by a parking lot, is the Bull’s Eye indoor shooting range. Formerly, the site was a school for little girls. The prostitutes employed at the brothel, would enroll their daughters there during their daytime working shifts. The original building housing the school burnt down decades ago reportedly killing seven girls. Is the spotted little girl one of the victims?




The 400 block and beyond of Puyallup Avenue remains a nest of downtown prostitution that has never abated. There are no plans for local school constructions in the future there.
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Amazon Spheres: A Walk-in Circular Terrarium

2111 7th Avenue, Seattle




Three intersecting spherical domes called the Amazon Spheres comprise part of the corporate headquarters. The glass domes are covered in pentagonal hexecontahedron panels and take up half of a city block. The largest sphere in the center is four stories tall and houses a cafeteria, stairway, elevators and bathrooms. The stairwell shaft features over 25,000 plants, including certain Asian carnivorous species. The combined spheres showcase over 40,000 plants from 50 countries. The complex is open for free to the public via weekly headquarters tours and an ongoing exhibit on the ground floor.
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Amgen Helix Pedestrian Bridge

1199Elliott Avenue W, Seattle




The 412-foot pedestrian bridge links Elliot Bay with the Waterfront Park and Amgen Research and Development Center. The standard steel construction is designed to resemble a double helix (DNA) molecule. The steel beams are custom-fabricated with stainless-steel handrails, support cables, and mesh to protect eleven railroad tracks below from falling objects. The bridge features a translucent polymer roof and glass elevators. Privately financed by Amgen for its employees in 2004, the bridge rises 65 feet at the peak of the main arch, with a 25-foot-high arching footpath over the railroad tracks.
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Arctic Club Building: Alaska Gold Rush Remnant

700 Third Avenue, Seattle




The nine-story hotel building was constructed in 1916 for the Arctic Club, a social group established by wealthy individuals who experienced Alaska’s gold rush. They were the sole occupants from construction until the club’s dissolution in 1971. The build is entirely faced with cream white terra cotta with submarine blue and orange-brown accents. It features terra cotta walrus-heads lining the third floor of the building and was also adorned with a polar bear.
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Aurora Bridge: Seattle’s Suicide Bridge

Aurora Avenue N, Seattle




Officially called the George Washington Memorial Bridge, the cantilever and truss design carries traffic over Highway 99 (Aurora Avenue) connecting Seattle’s Queen Anne and Fremont districts on the extremities of Lake Union. Opened in 1932, the bridge extends 2,946 feet in length, 70 feet in width and 167 feet above the water. The span accommodates in excess of 71,000 vehicles daily.




Historically the bridge is burdened by a notorious reputation. It has been a frequent location for suicide leaps. In 1998, a Seattle municipal bus driver was shot and killed while crossing the span causing the vehicle to crash and hang precariously over the edge. His heroic maneuvering prevented the bus from completely careening off the bridge resulting in a further loss of life. The shooter committed suicide and one rider was also killed. In 2015, an amphibious tour vehicle crashed into a charter bus resulting in five fatalities.
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The Floating Cadaver Fleet of Billy Gohl

Aberdeen Downtown Docks




Aberdeen has become most notably recognized as the birthplace of tragic Nirvana singer Kurt Cobain. It is a seaport harbor that he longed to escape and ultimately did through his music. The town built its reputation on shipping, lumber and inclement weather. 




The historic downtown features numerous remnants from its architectural past. The Crowther-Wooding Building on East Heron Street features the distinctive Billy’s Restaurant, perhaps the sole establishment within the United States celebrating a deceased serial killer.




The interior showcases numerous nostalgic images from Aberdeen’s past, particularly the Grays Harbor district. The proprietor is not named Billy. The namesake is in fact William Gohl, the former bartender at the Sailor’s Union of the Pacific Building, further down the street. His former building is now a vacant lot adjacent to rotting pillars remaining from a distant era. Prior to Kurt Cobain, Billy Gohl was the city’s most renowned celebrity.




Gohl arrived into Aberdeen via the Yukon and San Francisco. He quickly established his professional status as the official agent for the Sailor’s Union. He was a stocky, steely-eyed brute that clearly demanded fear and respect. As the sole union representative and resident bartender, he was the initial contact for migrant sailors arriving into the port.




His role included acting as trustee for a visitor’s incoming mail and funds. He would query incoming transients about their marital and family status. He was particularly keen on unattached men with financial means.




He earned a reputation for igniting labor strikes and uprisings. His violent temper and outbursts were legendary. Unknown to his patrons and associates, Billy had cultivated a secondary source of income, which reportedly he had begun during his prior city residences.




The unfortunate sailors that had confided in Gohl about their absence of family were often shot in the back or point blank in the head. Guhl’s second floor office and bar featured a trash chute that stretched out into the Wishkah River below. 




For seamen, bar brawls and their consequential homicides were not unusual and scarcely noted. During the course of 1909, excessive incidents of floating corpses led Aberdeen to be labeled as The Port of Missing Men. The cadavers became part of the Floater Fleet. Gohl initially escaped scrutiny for his role. He became one of the most vocal critics of the local law enforcement authorities for their inability to monitor and control the violence




Criminality laced by arrogance is often inseparable. In late December 1909, Gohl bragged to another saloon owner that he and a partner John Klingenburg would be killing two of his associates within 48 hours. The two perspective victims were shot, anchored and dumped into Aberdeen’s waters. They were discovered a month later. Both Gohl and Klingenburg were arrested for the crime. Klingenberg provided a detailed confession implicating Gohl.




Billy Gohl was found guilty on two counts of murder. The revelations during his trial made him the prime suspect in an additional 41 deaths. Rumors suggested the actual total might have exceeded 150. The names of his victims remain anonymous.




He was sentenced on May 1910 to two consecutive life terms and initially served his time at the Washington State Penitentiary in Walla Walla. His turbulent prison stay prompted many violent attacks between inmates. A dementia from syphilis he had contracted during his waterfront years worsened. 




He was transferred to the Sedro Woolley Mental Hospital and then in 1927, admitted to the State Hospital at Medical Lake in Spokane. He died on March 3, 1927 from pneumonia, erysipelas and demential paralytic at the age of 53.




Strange phenomena, paranormal occurrences and mischief have been reported at Billy’s restaurant. Their source may be attributed to the wandering souls floating adrift the currents. Or, they may simply be the handiwork of a former malicious bartender who once haunted the town.
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Former Sailor’s Union Hall Location
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Billy’s Bar and Grill, 322 E Heron Street, Aberdeen
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