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Introduction
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This is a full dialog book. That means this book is full of dialog and that there is only dialog in it, except for in this Introduction. This also means that no part is a narrative. And no part is read by a narrator.

I’ve indicated who’s speaking with both text and icons.

Ever wonder that your superpowers might be too powerful? Ever wonder that they might do more harm than good? If you do, then you’re probably a lot like our superhero Raven.
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Dilemma
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[image: image]Raven (talking to herself): I really like having Zuper Zed for a boyfriend. Of course it would be better if he would admit that he’s my boyfriend and that I’m his girlfriend. But he’ll do that soon enough. I’ll make sure of that.

What bothers me is that I’m not sure how long we can be boyfriend and girlfriend. What if his superpowers give out? 

What if he doesn’t really have any superpowers. I mean what kind of superpower is it that makes him be able to move so fast, always stopping and going. 

I don’t mind the screeching of his tennis shoes. His mom says that all that stopping wears out his tennis shoes to fast. And she has to replace them too often. But she and I both think it’s worth it, since it helps confuse the villains. 

But does he really have a superpower? Or is he just really fast?

I mean, look at his parents. Red, his mom, has this superpower of being able to fly her red flying machine. I hear that her husband Zuper Zero is jealous because she never lets anyone else drive it, not even him. 

That’s probably a good thing. Zuper Zero isn’t always focused on what he’s doing or where he’s going. Still, surely, anybody could drive it if they had the key fob.

And Zuper Zero, what’s up with him? His superpower is being a friend to everybody. That doesn’t take any superpowers. I’m sure that anybody could do that if they really wanted to.

Sure, Red and Zuper Zero are some of our original Superheroes, along with Electrion and Green. But why? Do Red and Zuper Zero even have superpowers? 

Green’s only superpower is being able to fly his green flying machine. Again, give someone else the key fob so that they can fly it.
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Raven’s Superpower
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[image: image]Raven (talking to herself): Now Electrion, there’s a real superhero. He can shoot electricity out of his hands, very powerful electricity! Even so, I can still put him to sleep. 

That’s my superpower, being able to put people to sleep. I can put everybody to sleep, except my boyfriend Zuper Zed. 

I don’t even have to try to put people to sleep. I just get close to somebody and they start to fall asleep. 

Zuper Zero is the worst. He falls asleep immediately whenever I’m around. Then again, he is known for his naps. 

I never take naps. In fact, I never sleep. I don’t seem to need to.

––––––––
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I’M TALKING TO MYSELF about this now, so that maybe I can figure things out. I’m in Zuper Zed’s house. And I don’t have to worry about anyone hearing what I’m saying. Both Zuper Zero and Red are fast asleep. My boyfriend Zuper Zed has gone to get pizza for supper for all of us.

I guess what really bothers me is this: What if I put people to sleep and they never wake up? That hasn’t happened yet. But as I get older and my superpower gets stronger, it might.

It’s a good thing that I can’t put Zuper Zed to sleep. Then again, we could maybe be more romantic if he would just slow down and not move around all the time. On the other hand, if he did slow down, I might put him to sleep. And then, how romantic would that be?

Yes, I guess that’s what really bothers me. What if I put Zuper Zed to sleep? And when he realizes that I’m putting him to sleep, what if he decides to not be my boyfriend anymore? Or worse yet, what if I put him to sleep and he never wakes up?

He’ll be back pretty soon with those pizzas. It doesn’t take him long to bring them home once they’re made. I’d better step into the backyard for a few minutes. That will put me far enough away from his parents that they’ll wake up. Yes, they should be awake by the time my boyfriend Zuper Zed arrives.

One other thing, I hope that Zuper Zed doesn’t decide to change his name again. It’s hard to keep up. First, it was Little Zuper Zero. But that was before I met him. Then it was Stop-N-Go! 

Now, it’s Zuper Zed. He says that his current name is a combination of his folks’ names – Zuper Zero and Red. I just think it sounds cool.

I’m getting hungry! I hope he gets back soon. Besides, I want to spend some more time with him.
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I Really Like Raven
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[image: image]Zuper Zed (talking to himself): I’d better get these pizzas home soon before they cool down. I’ll bet Raven and my folks are hungry. If only these pizzas didn’t take so long to bake, I could get them home sooner.

Perhaps we should call in the order sooner. But it always takes a while to decide whether we should get pizza or whether we should just see what’s in the fridge and eat that instead.

Lately, it seems like we’ve been having pizza more often. Red, my mom, says that’s because I’m a growing boy. She says that I’m always eating and that there’s rarely anything left in the fridge. 

I suppose I have been eating a little more than when I was younger. But I haven’t been eating that much. Besides, I can always find things to eat in the fridge when I’m hungry.

But it’s OK. I really like pizza. And so does my friend Raven. 

I suppose that she is my girlfriend. Yet, I find it hard to say that. I mean, if I were to have a girlfriend, I would want it to be her.

I think that she wants me to be her boyfriend. But what if she doesn’t? I mean she says things which make it sound like she does. 

But what if deep down she just wants to be friends? What if she decided not to be my friend because I wanted to be her boyfriend?

––––––––
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I REALLY LIKE RAVEN’S superpower. She can put villains to sleep, really, really fast. 

Raven once said that she could also put my folks to sleep. I’m not sure that’s true. I mean, my folks are superheroes. They’re not villains. And besides, my dad was famous for his naps a long time before I met Raven and she started hanging around my house with me.

Why I bet they’re awake right now. I knew it! I can see them through the window. I’d better get this pizza into the house.
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