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This book is dedicated to all parents who’ve battled drug abuse amongst their children. The burden is real.
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Book synopsis  

In the heart of Zimbabwe, a silent epidemic spreads through school corridors and playgrounds. Drug dealers, exploiting the innocence of youth, lace everyday treats—cakes, chocolates, and biscuits— with potent substances like marijuana and methamphetamine. These "sweet poisons" find their way into the hands of children, turning schools into unwitting distribution centres. 

At the centre of this crisis is Tinashe "The Don" Mambwere, a wealthy and politically connected drug lord. His influence runs deep, shielding him from law enforcement and allowing his empire to flourish unchecked. As addiction rates soar and communities crumble, a group of desperate parents emerges.

As they delve deeper, they uncover a web of corruption, betrayal, and despair. The battle against "The Don" becomes not just a fight against drugs, but a struggle for the soul of a nation. 

––––––––
[image: ]


1. Chipo Moyo – The Reluctant Hero  - Age: 32 


- Occupation: High school teacher 

- Traits: Compassionate, determined, principled 

- Backstory: Lost her younger brother to drug abuse; now mentors at-risk students 

- Goal: Expose the drug network infiltrating schools 

- Conflict: Faces threats from powerful figures; struggles with personal grief 



2. Tinashe "The Don" Mambwere – The Untouchable Antagonist 


- Age: 48 

- Occupation: Businessman and covert drug lord 

- Traits: Charismatic, manipulative, ruthless 

- Backstory: Rose from poverty to power; uses political connections to shield his operation. 



Chapter Outline 

	Sweet Beginnings – Introduction to the rise of drug-laced treats in schools. 

	The Don's Empire – Exploring Tinashe Mambwere's operations and influence. 

	Cracks in the Classroom – Chipo notices changes in her students. 

	Voices of the Voiceless – Tariro shares her story and joins the fight. 

	Web of Deceit – Uncovering the political connections protecting the drug trade. 

	Breaking Point – A community tragedy ignites a movement. 

	Seeds of Resistance – Organizing grassroots efforts to combat the crisis. 

	The Sting – A risky operation to gather evidence against "The Don." 

	Echoes of Justice – The aftermath and the road to healing. 


––––––––
[image: ]


"Cracks in the Classroom" 

Chipo enters her classroom and notices a usually attentive student. 

Chipo's heart races as she realizes the gravity of the situation. 
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Chapter 1: Sweet Beginnings 
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The morning sun cast a golden hue over the bustling streets of Sizinda, a suburb in Bulawayo. 

Vendors lined the sidewalks, their colourful stalls brimming with scones, pancakes, and freezits. Children in school uniforms laughed and chatted as they made their way to classes, occasionally stopping to purchase snacks. 

Among the crowd, Chipo Moyo navigated her way to Sizinda High School, her satchel slung over one shoulder. As a dedicated teacher, she took pride in her role, believing in the transformative power of education. Yet, lately, an unsettling trend had begun to surface. 

In her classroom, Chipo observed... 

"A guy outside the gate was giving them out. Said they're special." 

Alarm bells rang in Chipo's mind. She had heard whispers in the community about vendors lacing snacks with drugs, targeting unsuspecting students. The issue had been highlighted during a recent community-led crime prevention campaign, where residents raised concerns about vendors selling drug-laced confectioneries near schools. 

Determined to protect her students, Chipo decided to investigate further. She reached out to fellow teachers, parents, and community leaders, uncovering a disturbing pattern. The drug crisis was not isolated; it was pervasive, with reports indicating that approximately 60% of school dropouts in Zimbabwe were due to drug and substance abuse.  

Chipo stood at the front of the classroom, chalk in hand, but her eyes kept drifting toward Tawanda. The once-lively student now slouched in his seat, barely keeping his eyes open. 

Chipo: "Tawanda, are you sure you’re alright? You’ve barely written anything today." 

Tawanda murmurs, "I’m just tired, Miss... didn’t sleep well." 

She walked over and noticed the crumpled “Happy Cakes” wrapper. 

Chipo holding it up, "Where did you get this?" 

Tawanda: "Some guy at the gate. He said they’d help me chill. Thought it was just cake." 

Her brow furrowed. She looked around—several other wrappers littered ... 

The room went quiet. Some nodded. Others looked down. 

That evening, Chipo visited Gogo Nyathi’s home, a community elder. 

Gogo Nyathi: (stirring sadza slowly) "Ah, mwana wangu... these cakes... they are the devil’s bait. A boy collapsed by the borehole last week. Said he had eaten one." 

Chipo: "Gogo, this isn’t just bad parenting. It’s a coordinated effort. Someone is pushing these things hard—through our children." 

Gogo Nyathi her narrowing eyes, "Then it’s time the mothers rose. And we start with the school gates." 

Chipo’s hands trembled as she gripped her satchel. The war had begun—not with guns, but with sugar-coated lies. 
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