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1. Mallard



[image: In the field, look for a metallic green head, chestnut-brown breast, black curly tail feathers, and a violet-blue speculum to identify the male Mallard.]



Anas platyrhynchos




Mallards are one of North America’s most ubiquitous—and vocal—ducks. The Mallard is a bird of freshwater shallows, where it tips its tail up to feed on submerged vegetation and invertebrates. Mallards typically winter on the coasts in saltwater marshes. Males (drakes) can be recognized by their familiar green iridescent heads and chestnut breasts; females (hens) are a more muted brown with streaks. Both sexes have a royal blue speculum bordered by white stripes and bright orange legs and feet. These are noisy ducks in the air and on the water. The vocalizations of females and males are quite different, however, and only the female gives the loud quack commonly associated with the species.

ON THE CD


   1. Male lands and gives rhaeb calls: Drake Mallards do not quack like hens. Their common call is a soft, nasal rhaeb that indicates mild arousal or alarm. A doublet version, rhaeb-rhaeb, is often made during aggressive encounters between males. (28 May 1993, Manitoba, Lang Elliott)

2. Female flyby: (6 June 1993, New York, Lang Elliott)


3. Female decrescendo quacks, male rhaebs, and female cackling: When separated from her mate, the female establishes contact with a loud series of seven or eight quacks that decrease in volume and pitch. During courtship, females respond to an intruding male with froglike cackles as they swim away, repeatedly flicking their bills to one side: cack-cack-cack-cack. (13 November 1998, Virginia, Lang Elliott)

4. Courting male grunt-whistles: A high whistle preceded by a soft grunt made by the male Mallard functions as a courtship call. (13 November 1998, Virginia, Lang Elliott)

5. Female persistent quacking: In the spring, during the prelaying period when a pair first settles on a breeding area, the flying or swimming female often makes a persistent quacking for long periods. The quacks in such a sequence are evenly spaced and of a constant intensity. (3 May 1993, Manitoba, Lang Elliott)


   
2. American Black Duck



[image: In the field, look for a large, blackish brown duck with white wing linings, visible in flight, and a greenish yellow bill to identify the male American Black Duck.]



Anas rubripes




Alarge resident of eastern North American freshwater wetlands, American Black Ducks are named for their dark plumage, which distinguishes them from the similar, more numerous Mallards with which they frequently coexist. Female Mallards are often confused with black ducks but are a lighter brown. The two species are known to hybridize.

Migrating black ducks usually follow major river corridors and the Atlantic shoreline to reach wintering sites in salt marshes from Nova Scotia south to the mid-Atlantic coast. A primary target of hunters in the early 1900s, their numbers are slowly on the rebound. Like most dabbling ducks, they are able to leap vertically out of the water into flight to escape danger.

ON THE CD


   1. Female quacks: The familiar quack of the female American Black Duck, similar to the Mallard’s, is most often heard in mornings and evenings. The call attracts mates and also signals a female’s readiness to begin egg laying. A longer quaaack signals disturbance or alarm. Listen for the wing whistles as these ducks spring off the water and take flight. (20 September 1989, Quebec, Bill Evans)

2. Courting group: A rheebreeb call is most commonly made by males. Females respond with quacks and a fast, coarse, chuttering kwe kwe kwe. (23 May 1999, Michigan, Martyn Stewart)


   
3. Gadwall



[image: In the field, look for a mostly gray duck with a black rump and, especially in flight, bright white patches on the wings to identify the male Gadwall.]



Anas strepera




These large dabbling ducks inhabit open lakes and marshes, where they feed from the surface on seeds and aquatic plants. The male Gadwall is mostly gray with a brown head and black tail. Females are easily confused with female Mallard and American Black Ducks but have white belly feathers that are discernible at the waterline when the birds are swimming. Gadwalls breed throughout the prairie states of the north-central United States and prairie provinces of Canada. They winter in ponds and marshes in the South and coastal Mexico, with large concentrations along the Louisiana and Texas coasts.


ON THE CD


   1. Male bek calls: The male Gadwall’s most common vocalization, sometimes referred to as a burp, is a low, nasal bek repeated many times. (9 May 1993, North Dakota, Lang Elliott)

2. Courting group: Gadwalls engage in a courtship display ritual called chin-lifting in which the male and female face each other, raising and lowering their heads repeatedly. The drake makes a bek call on the first and third movements and short peep whistles on the second. (30 March 1994, Nebraska, Ted Mack)

3. Female harsh quacks: The female Gadwall’s repeated quack is similar to a Mallard’s but a bit less strident. (15 May 1993, North Dakota, Lang Elliott)


   
4. Northern Pintail



[image: In the field, look for a slender duck with a long tail, brown head, and long neck with white stripes on either side to identify the male Northern Pintail.]


Anas acuta




Northern Pintail can be seen throughout North America during at least some part of the year; they are residents year-round of wetlands and sloughs in many western states. Female pintails are similar to female Blue-winged Teal only larger. The male pintail’s stately, formal plumage is striking, with smooth lines that complement its sleek, long body. Though widespread throughout eastern Canada and the United States, these ducks’ preferred breeding habitat is in prairie potholes of the northern plains and southern prairie provinces. They are among the earliest of spring arrivals.


ON THE CD


   1. Peeps of courting males with female chatter: The pintail drake’s courtship call is a two-part eeEE-hee—rising in pitch on the first syllable, dropping off on the second—followed by a sharp two-part p-drp whistle. Females give a staccato cacacaca in response to the male’s entreaties. (9 April 1994, North Dakota, Lang Elliott)

2. Female flight quacks: Female Northern Pintails make a harsh gack call, either singly or in a decrescendo series, throughout the year when disturbed or separated from their mates. This quack is deeper and somewhat coarser than the Mallard’s. (9 April 1994, North Dakota, Lang Elliott)


   
5. American Wigeon



[image: In the field, look for black under the tail bordered by white, rusty flanks and breast, and a gray head with a green eye patch and white crown stripe to identify the male American Wigeon.]


Anas americana




The male American Wigeon can be recognized by its white-capped head and forehead, the source of its nickname “baldpate.” The green ear band streaking back from the eye is distinctive, and in flight, the male’s large white wing patch is a helpful field mark. Females are dusky brown. Both sexes have pale, gray bills with a dark tip. Though they occasionally browse on the tender shoots of newly sown crops, wigeons are most often seen in freshwater marshes, lakes, and ponds, frequently intermingled with other ducks of the Anas genus. Wintering American Wigeons concentrate in the Pacific Northwest and central valleys of California but head north to Canadian prairies and the Hudson Bay to breed.


ON THE CD


   1. Male calls: The American Wigeon drake’s most common call is composed of three short, wheezy whistles with the middle note higher than others—phe YOO hew—as though the bird were running out of breath. The Northern Pin-tail’s whistling call is similar but briefer and more evenly pitched. (27 March 1994, Nebraska, Lang Elliott)

 2. Courting group: On breeding territory, male wigeons make a single or multi syllabic phew call, picking up in speed and intensity as females respond with growls. (December, Utah, Kevin Colver)


 3. Female growls: The female American Wigeon’s repeated gerrr call, consisting of a series of low, guttural notes, is often described as a growl. (19 May 1993, North Dakota, Lang Elliott)


   
6. Northern Shoveler



[image: In the field, look for a huge, shovel-shaped bill, dark green head, white breast, and chestnut sides to identify the male Northern Shoveler.]


Anas clypeata




Northern Shovelers are abundant west of the Mississippi River. Their prominent, spoon-shaped bill contains a well-developed comb of fine teeth along the upper and lower mandibles that enable them to skim and strain food from the surface of the water. In addition to freshwater pond weeds and seeds, the shoveler’s diet includes mollusks, crustaceans, and insects. The male shoveler’s striking green head is offset by a large, white breast and rusty flanks. The female’s distinctive bill helps differentiate it from other similarly colored female dabblers.


ON THE CD


   1–2. Male lands and calls, then two males fly; male calls, then two males fly: The male Northern Shoveler’s quick, metallic tuk tuk call is its most frequent vocalization, used in various social situations. Notice the distinctive whistling sound of the bird’s powerful wings in flight. (20 April 1993, Nebraska, Lang Elliott)


   3–4. Female harsh chuck-ka calls with male calls; female chuck-ka variation: Female shovelers typically produce a steady series of one-syllable quacks as well as a hoarse, two-part chuck-ka call that sounds like an abrupt quack followed by a second syllable. (30 April 1993, Manitoba, Lang Elliott; 20 April 1994, Saskatchewan, Lang Elliott)
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In the field, look for a huge,
shovel-shaped bill, dark
green head, white breast, and
chestnut sides to identify the
male Northern Shoveler.






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
THE CALLS OF
DUCKS AND GEESE

THE CALLS AND SOUNDS OF
50 NORTH AMERICAN WATERFOWL SPECIES






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg
In the field, look for a large,
blackish brown duck with

white wing linings, visible in
flight, and a greenish yellow
bill to identify the male
American Black Duck.
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In the field, look for a mostly
gray duck with a black rump
and, especially in flight,
bright white patches on the
wings to identify the male
Gadwall.
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In the field, look for black
under the tail bordered by
white, rusty flanks and breast,
and a gray head with a green
eye patch and white crown
stripe to identify the male
American Wigeon.
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