

[image: cover]





Max Euwe’s Best Games







Jan Timman

Max Euwe’s Best Games

The Fifth World Chess Champion (1935-’37)

New In Chess 2023






© 2023 New In Chess

Published by New In Chess, Alkmaar, The Netherlands

www.newinchess.com

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission from the publisher.

Photos: New In Chess Archives, Nationaal Filmarchief

Every effort has been made to trace copyright holders and to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material. The publisher apologizes for any errors or omissions in the above and would be grateful if notified of any corrections that should be incorporated in future reprints or editions of this book.

Cover design: rouwhorst + van roon

Translation: Peter Boel

Typesetting and supervision: Peter Boel

Editing: René Olthof

Production: Sandra Keetman

Proofreading: Joe Petrolito, Mariska de Mie

Have you found any errors in this book?

Please send your remarks to editors@newinchess.com. We will collect all relevant corrections on the Errata page of our website www.newinchess.com and implement them in a possible next edition.

ISBN softcover: 978-90-833365-7-2

ISBN hardcover: 978-90-833365-8-9






Contents

Explanation of symbols

Introduction

Chapter 1 The 1920s

Chapter 2 World Champion

Chapter 3 Dethroned

Chapter 4 After the war

Index of openings

Index of names

Bibliography






Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move



	#

	mate



	ch

	championship



	zt

	zonal tournament



	izt

	interzonal tournament



	ct

	candidates tournament



	tt

	team tournament



	ol

	olympiad



	m

	match



	cr

	correspondence









Introduction

I already planned to write a book on Euwe’s best games years ago. There were various motives for this. Firstly, I wanted to pay homage to the only World Chess Champion the Netherlands has ever produced. Moreover, there wasn’t a representative collection of his games yet. From My Games from 1938 contains seventy games from 1920-1937. Schaakpartijen van Dr M. Euwe, which appeared in the following year, is the Dutch version of that book in which the translator, Lodewijk Prins, added five games from 1938 and 1939. This was the book I set my eyes on in my early years in Delft, my first introduction to Euwe’s games.

Max Euwe. The Biography contains 116 games from his entire career, but many of these are not, or hardly, annotated. The selection does not represent his best games – it contains too many draws and losses. And then there is another book, which appeared only in Dutch: Keuze uit zijn beste partijen. This book contains a curious selection of 47 games, a significant part of them from 1950-1953; those were decidedly not Euwe’s best years. I suspect the book’s compilers had been raking Euwe’s commentaries together from the federation’s magazine of the day.

There was another vital motive – curiosity. How strong was he? Of course, I knew the stories about Alekhine’s drunkenness that caused problems for the Russian during the 1935 match. Euwe labelled this as nonsense; during that match, Alekhine didn’t drink more than he usually did. And he was used to achieving success after alcohol-filled evenings. In this respect, it’s good to quote Vasily Smyslov, who said: ‘Nothing accidental happens in life; whatever form Alekhine was in then, a match against him could only be won by a master of the highest class. Euwe played better and rightly became champion.’ Kasparov cites Smyslov in agreement in My Great Predecessors, Part II. Yes, Euwe was indeed a worthy World Champion.

Kasparov writes: ‘He was the first to begin preparing professionally for world championship matches.’ It was nothing short of a paradox: a top player who distinguished himself from his colleagues because he had a regular job aside from chess, and he turned out to be an eminent professional. Of course, Euwe was of exceptional class not only in opening theory. Studying his games, I discovered that he was very good at concrete calculation, and combined this with fine positional feeling. Apart from that, I noticed he was a full-blooded attacking player. Whenever the position lent itself to attacking, he would direct his pieces toward the enemy king. It was a great pleasure to play through such attacking games.
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The subject and the author of this book meet at the European Club Cup, Rotterdam 1979.




Generally, Euwe had excellent endgame technique. Especially when the features of the position were clear, he wouldn’t make any mistakes. However, sometimes he could act hesitantly, letting winning endgames slip out of his hands. Examples are Euwe-Réti, Bad Pistyan 1922, and Euwe-Bogoljubow, Zürich 1934. It is a sign of Euwe’s willpower that he still managed to win both games. The game with Bogoljubow has been included in this book (Game 26).

I worked on selecting Euwe’s best games for more than a month. It is a delicate process in which you have to weigh the quality of every game. For example, I have long doubted whether I should include Euwe’s draw with Bronstein from Zürich 1953. This was a high-level fight in which both players successfully braved the complex problems in the position. Eventually, I decided to leave out this game, since it had primarily been Bronstein who had dictated the play; Euwe had a defensive role in this spectacle. I did include five other draws: two against Capablanca, and also draws against Fine, Botvinnik and Sosonko. In all these cases, Euwe outplayed his opponent in a superior way, only to fail in the last minute. In addition, I have selected 75 won games that show Euwe in optimal form.

I quickly determined the division into chapters. In the first chapter, we see the 19-year-old Euwe in the 1920s, growing from a promising young player into a candidate for the World Championship. In this period, Euwe succeeds various times in defeating top players in good style and works himself up to be a player of the highest level. In the second chapter, I discuss his games from 1930 onward: the run-up to the World Championship, the match, and then his games as the World Champion.

In an interview with Max Pam in 1975, Euwe said: ‘When I was thirty, I kept thinking to myself: I’ve played enough chess by now. I’m going to focus on science.’ Fortunately, these thoughts did not prevail eventually. We should also be grateful to Hans Kmoch for persuading Euwe to play the match with Alekhine. With hindsight, you might wonder how it is possible that someone who is on his way to the top is considering quitting chess. We have seen more often in history that world champions quit chess after having conquered the highest throne: Fischer, Kasparov, and Kramnik, for example. I think Euwe never seriously considered quitting chess. His games radiated too much enthusiasm. On top of that, he was becoming stronger and stronger in the 1930s. The high point, of course, was his match victory over Alekhine in 1935, including the ‘Pearl of Zandvoort’ (see Game 34). The world title then gave him wings. He kept scoring well in tournaments, played good games, and wrote two tournaments to his name: Amsterdam 1936 (with Fine) and Bad Nauheim-Stuttgart-Garmisch 1937. A relatively large number of games from this period have been included in this collection.

The third chapter opens with the revenge match with Alekhine, in which Euwe started with a convincing win. However, what started so well ended in catastrophe. Alekhine soon got a grip on the match and didn’t let go. The dethronement was bound to happen. ‘For Euwe personally it was a bitter time,’ writes his biographer, Alexander Münninghoff. It was hard for Euwe to recover completely, especially as the threat of war was becoming stronger and stronger. In 1941, however, he showed that you can still play at the top level after passing forty. He beat Bogoljubow 6½-3½ in a match.

The fourth chapter contains games from the period after the Second World War. It started excellently for Euwe. His comeback in the tournament arena, the Staunton Tournament in Groningen 1946, was impressive. It is very rare that a 45-year-old performs so well in a long tournament. In the period after this, however, lots of things went wrong, and the World Championship Tournament in The Hague/Moscow 1948 was a low point. In the 1950s, he managed to recover. His ambition had gone, but his enthusiasm for the game hadn’t; the quality of Euwe’s games remained excellent. The last two games from this book demonstrate that he was still extremely strong after passing seventy.

A mysterious phenomenon in Euwe’s career is the blunder. This is what he said about it: ‘During my chess career I have made quite a few oversights. In fact I have probably made more silly blunders than any other world champion.’ It is great to see Euwe first coming up with an understatement, only then to tell the bitter truth. Indeed, even in his best years, his tournament results were negatively influenced by blunders: against Lasker in Nottingham 1936 and – even worse – against Lilienthal in Stockholm 1937, where he lost an easily winning bishop ending due to an unfortunate move. The most dramatic, however, was his defeat at the hands of Smyslov in The Hague 1948. Indeed, Euwe would doubtlessly have won the brilliancy prize if he had rounded off his attack in style. The game would also have been a show-piece in this collection.

It was sour that Euwe allowed the great Russian to escape again five years later in Zürich, due to a blunder in a winning position. Had he won that game, his victory over Geller (see Game 71) would have put him on 3 out of 3. Would Smyslov still have won the tournament in that case? Probably, yes; he was clearly the strongest player, and this nearly always tells in such long tournaments. And even after this unfortunate loss, Euwe still managed to produce a magnificent attacking game against Najdorf (see Game 73).

In this book, I have focused exclusively on Euwe’s career. For my personal memories of Euwe, I refer you to my book Timman’s Titans. There is, however, a dream I would like to mention briefly since it contains a reference to the book. The date of the dream was 22 April 2022.

In my dream, Euwe and I were talking. A pile of hand-written paper sheets lay in front of me, and I said: ‘These are the first pages of a collection of your games I’m writing; you may have heard of it.’

With these words, the dream ended.

Jan Timman,

Arnhem, May 2023
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CHAPTER 1

The 1920s

In June 1920, Euwe played a short match against Richard Réti, who, at 31, was at the peak of his career. Réti had just won a seven-player event in Amsterdam, and later that year would go on to win a strong tournament in Gothenburg, ahead of Rubinstein.

So, for the 19-year-old Euwe, this match was a baptism of fire, and if we look at it this way, his 3-1 defeat was not a catastrophe.

He only managed to win the third game. This was an interesting fight, in which Euwe demonstrated the importance of the centre. In an unusual opening, he employed a double fianchetto, which was in fact Réti’s speciality. Euwe allowed Black to build up a broad centre, and this might have turned out badly against a player like Alekhine. However, Réti omitted to strengthen his centre, and Euwe struck home with fine precision.

Game 1Caro-Kann Defence

Max Euwe

Richard Réti

Amsterdam m 1920

1.e4 c6 2.b3

Euwe played this move twice in 1920.

2...d5

[image: Img]

3.exd5

This exchange has a clear disadvantage: the c6-square is made available for Black’s queen’s knight.

Later games saw 3.♗b2 here, making it a real gambit. After 3...dxe4, both 4.♘e2 and 4.♘c3 are possible.

3...cxd5 4.♗b2 ♘c6 5.g3

It is curious that Euwe is treading into Réti’s footsteps here: he plays a double fianchetto.

Objectively, 5.♘f3 was better, to prevent Black from building a strong centre.

5...e5

In Euwe-Nilsson, Gothenburg 1920, Black developed with 5...♗f5 and obtained a good position. However, the text move is the most principled: Black is building a strong centre.

6.♗g2
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6...♗e6

The striking preference of the computer is the sharp 6...h5. This push is based on two strategic aims: on the one hand, Black wants to push the rook’s pawn further; on the other hand, he can now also develop his bishop to g4. The situation is difficult for White, e.g.:

A) 7.♕e2 ♘ge7 8.♗xe5 ♗g4 9.♗f3 ♖h6 or 9...d4 and Black has a decisive advantage;

B) 7.d4 is best; now, 7...e4 8.♘e2 h4 9.0-0 ♗g4 10.c4 ♕g5 follows, when the best idea for White is to steer for a queen exchange with 11.♕c1; Black retains an edge.

7.♕e2 ♕c7

Black didn’t need to protect the e-pawn. Strong was 7...♕d7, and now it is extremely dangerous to take the pawn. After 8.♗xe5 0-0-0 9.♗b2 ♖e8 10.♔f1 d4, White is in huge trouble. Better is 8.♘f3, but this is answered by 8...f6. Now Black can meet 9.c4 with 9...d4, leading to a Benoni-type position that favours Black.

8.♘f3 f6 9.0-0

White could have immediately chipped away at the enemy centre with 9.c4, since Black cannot push his d-pawn. A possible continuation is 9...dxc4 10.0-0 ♖d8 11.bxc4 ♗c5 12.♘c3 ♘ge7 13.♘e4 and the chances are approximately even.

9...♗d6

A normal developing move that is not good in these circumstances, however. Now the bishop on e6 remains unprotected, which White could have exploited with forceful play. Black should have decided on 9...♕d7 after all, after which White has no good way to profit from Black’s tempo loss. After 10.d4 e4 11.♘e1 f5 12.c4 ♘f6 13.♘c2 now Black has the sharp 13...h5!, and after 14.cxd5 ♘xd5 15.f3 h4 16.fxe4 fxe4 17.♘d2 hxg3 18.hxg3 0-0-0 19.♘xe4 ♗g4 he has plenty of compensation for the pawn. White has to watch out that he doesn’t come under a dangerous attack.

[image: Img]

10.♘c3

This turns out to be a practically efficient move. The computer prefers direct breaking moves in the centre. First of all, 10.d4, when White has an advantage after 10...e4 11.c4 ♘ge7 12.cxd5 ♗xd5 13.♘fd2 f5 14.♘c3!. 14...♘xd4 is met by 15.♕d1 and Black cannot keep his position together.

Also 10.c4 was quite worthy of consideration. After 10...dxc4 11.♘c3 ♖d8 12.♘b5 ♕c8 13.bxc4, White has an advantage.

10...a6

Logical, but not good. Black should have opted for 10...♕d7 after all. It is always important that the queen’s bishop is protected. The position is approximately balanced, e.g.:

A) 11.♖fe1 ♘ge7 12.♘b5 ♗b8 (12...0-0 is also worthy of attention) 13.c4 a6 14.cxd5 ♗xd5 15.♘c3, with sharp play and roughly equal chances;

B) 11.♘b5 ♗e7 12.♖fe1 a6 13.♘c3 d4 14.♘a4 ♖d8 15.c3 and the position is dynamically balanced.

[image: Img]

11.d4!

Now this push is stronger than before. White is taking the initiative.

11...♘ge7

There was nothing for it; after 11...e4 12.♘xe4! dxe4 13.♕xe4, Black’s position would have collapsed.

12.dxe5 ♗xe5

Relatively the best way to recapture. If 12...fxe5, Black would have been mopped up with 13.♘g5 ♗g8 14.♖ad1 d4 15.♘ce4 0-0-0 16.c3.

13.♘xe5 fxe5 14.♖ad1 0-0-0

Probably, 14...♖d8 was a better defence, to aim for short castling. After 15.♖fe1 0-0 16.♘a4 d4 17.♘c5 or 17.c3 White has a large strategic advantage.

15.♖fe1 h5

[image: Img]

16.♘a4!

Strong play.

16...e4

If Black had pushed the other centre pawn, White would also have obtained a decisive initiative: 16...d4 is strongly met by 17.c3!. With the opening of the c-file, White will get a decisive attack, for instance 17...♗g4 18.f3 ♗f5 19.cxd4 exd4 20.♕f2! ♕d6 21.♘b6+ ♔b8 22.♘c4 ♕f6 23.h4! and White reigns supreme on all fronts.

17.f3 h4 18.fxe4!

Euwe doesn’t allow himself to be distracted! Black’s initiative on the kingside has no teeth.

18...hxg3

It would have been better to try to keep the centre closed with 18...d4. After 19.♘c5 ♗d7 20.e5 hxg3 21.hxg3 ♘f5, it wouldn’t have been so easy for White to convert his advantage to a win, e.g. 22.♘xd7 ♕xd7 23.e6 ♕c7 24.♖d3 ♘e3.

[image: Img]

19.exd5!

Again, central action is more important than what happens on the kingside.

19...♗xd5 20.♗xd5 ♘xd5

Black could have captured in-between on h2, but it wouldn’t have made any difference: White’s advantage is gigantic.

21.♕e6+ ♔b8 22.♖xd5 ♖de8

Black had no chance to add force to his kingside offensive as 22...♕f4 would have been met by 23.♗e5+.

23.♕xe8+

Of course; the two rooks are much stronger than the queen.

23...♖xe8 24.♖xe8+ ♔a7 25.♖dd8 b6 26.♗a3 gxh2+ 27.♔h1 ♕f7

[image: Img]

28.♖e7+!

An elegant finish to the game.

28...♘xe7 29.♖d7+ ♔a8 30.♘xb6+ ♔b8 31.♗d6#

In the Gothenburg tournament, Euwe played in the B-group. He finished tied for second, which should be regarded as a satisfactory result. The Swiss champion Paul Johner came first; he was a typical representative of the world sub-top category in those days, and also later. Euwe polished Johner off in their mutual game. The game clearly shows that Euwe knew how to handle the initiative already at a young age. From a Tarrasch Defence, he builds up an active position. With a spectacular pawn sacrifice, he poses great problems to his opponent. After two mistakes by the White player, Euwe liquidates into a winning endgame.

Game 2Tarrasch Defence

Paul Johner

Max Euwe

Gothenburg 1920

1.d4 d5 2.♘f3 c5 3.c4 e6

In Euwe’s younger years, the Tarrasch Defence was his regular repertoire choice.

4.cxd5 exd5 5.g3 ♘c6 6.♗g2 ♘f6 7.0-0 ♗e7 8.dxc5 ♗xc5 9.♘bd2

At the time, this was a fairly common method to combat the Tarrasch Defence. Lasker and Réti also played it like this.
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White strives for a firm blockade of the enemy isolated pawn. These days, this plan is no longer popular – as White is not exerting any pressure in the centre, Black can place his pieces very actively.

9...0-0

Tarrasch himself played 9...d4 here against Lasker in St Petersburg 1914. However, this push is not to be recommended. After 10.♘b3 ♗b6 11.♕d3 ♗e6 12.♖d1, White had a large advantage; the d-pawn has become very weak.

10.♘b3 ♗b6 11.♘bd4 ♘e4

Black’s first active move.

12.♗e3 ♕f6

[image: Img]

Euwe has treated the opening excellently. He has put pressure on the enemy centre, and therefore it’s not easy for White to come up with any constructive moves.

13.♕d3 ♗d7

More active was 13...♗g4 to further strengthen his influence in the centre. Probably best for White in that case would have been to react with 14.♘xc6 bxc6 15.♗d4, when he can just maintain the equilibrium. But then we could no longer speak of a struggle against an isolated pawn.

14.♖fd1 ♖ac8 15.♕b3

[image: Img]

So now White has managed to obtain some pressure against the isolated pawn after all.

15...♗e6

An interesting pawn sacrifice that is not entirely correct objectively.

The alternative was 15...♗g4, sacrificing the pawn. After 16.♕xd5 ♖fe8, Black has ample compensation due to the activity of his pieces. In that case, White’s best option is to return the pawn with 17.♘c2; after 17...♕xb2 18.♕b3 ♕xb3 19.axb3 ♘c3 20.♖e1, he can just keep the balance.

16.♘xe6 fxe6 17.♗xb6 axb6 18.♕xb6 g5
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Euwe’s idea becomes clear: he has a solid position in the centre, and now starts an offensive on the kingside.

19.♖d3

An understandable move. White prepares to retreat his knight to d2 and thus return the pawn in an acceptable way. However, 19.♕e3! was stronger, to bring the queen back into the game. Now:

A) 19...g4 20.♘d4 ♘xf2 21.♕xe6+ ♕xe6 22.♘xe6 ♘xd1 23.♘xf8! (23.♖xd1 ♖f6) 23...♘e3 24.♘e6 and Black has insufficient compensation for the pawn;

B) The reticent move 19...h6! is Black’s best option.

If White now decides upon 20.♘d4, like in line A (20.♖ab1 ♖f7 21.♖f1), it turns out that Black can reach an excellent endgame thanks to a deeply hidden point. The main line runs as follows: 20...♘xf2 21.♕xe6+ ♕xe6 22.♘xe6 ♘xd1 23.♘xf8 ♘e3 24.♘e6 and now after 24...♘xg2 25.♔xg2 ♖e8, White no longer has the f4-square available.

This means that it is better for White to play 20.♖b1, to protect the b-pawn. Now, Black can strengthen his position with 20...♖f7. Due to the activity of his pieces, Black still has compensation for the pawn.

19...g4 20.♘d2 ♕xf2+ 21.♕xf2 ♘xf2
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22.♖e3?

A grave mistake. 22.♖c3 was absolutely necessary, to keep control of the c-file. The position is balanced, e.g. 22...♘h3+ 23.♗xh3 gxh3 24.♖f1 e5, with an equal endgame.

22...♘d4

With this knight sortie, Black takes the initiative. His pieces are cooperating perfectly.

23.♖f1 ♖c2!

The decisive invasion.

24.♖xf2 ♖xd2 25.♖xf8+ ♔xf8 26.♔f2 ♖xb2 27.a3 ♔f7 28.♗f1

[image: Img]

28...♖b3

Euwe liked clarity. Black could have further strengthened his position with 28...♔f6, but this wasn’t necessary. After the rook trade, Black has, besides an extra pawn, a sovereign knight.

29.♖xb3 ♘xb3 30.♔e3 e5 31.♗g2 ♔e6 32.♔d3 ♔d6 33.♔c3 ♘d4 34.e4

[image: Img]

34...♘f3!

This powerful move breaks all further resistance.

35.exd5 ♘xh2 36.♔d3 ♘f3 37.♔e4 b5 38.♔f5 ♘d4+ 39.♔xg4 ♘c2 40.♔g5 ♘xa3 41.♔h6 b4 42.♗e4 b3 43.♗xh7 b2 44.g4 b1♕ 45.♗xb1 ♘xb1 46.g5 ♘c3 47.g6 ♘xd5 48.g7 ♘e7 0-1

Euwe became Dutch Champion for the first time in 1921. One month later, he participated in a strong tournament in Budapest that was won by Alekhine. Euwe ended on 50 percent – a respectable result. He held Alekhine to a quite neat draw. This was his first game against Efim Bogoljubow, who was the same age as Réti and belonged to the absolute world top. This was a polished victory for Euwe, who shepherded two connected passed pawns into a winning ending.

Game 3French Defence

Max Euwe

Efim Bogoljubow

Budapest 1921

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘c3 ♘f6 4.♗g5 ♗b4

The McCutcheon Variation, which was quite popular at the time.

5.e5 h6 6.♗d2 ♗xc3 7.bxc3 ♘e4 8.♕g4 g6

[image: Img]

9.h4

This sharp move was first played in Maroczy-Spielmann, Berlin 1920. The main intention is to bring the rook into play via h3.

9...c5 10.♗d3 ♘xd2 11.♔xd2 ♘c6 12.♖h3

[image: Img]


12...♕a5

In his book Schaakpartijen van Dr M. Euwe, Euwe condemns this queen sortie, indicating 12...cxd4 13.cxd4 ♗d7 as better. Black prevents the capture on g6 and can safely steer for long castling. This is a solid method, with which Carlos Torre Repetto managed to achieve a draw against Capablanca in the famous Moscow 1925 tournament. Nevertheless, White automatically gets a small advantage after the exchange on d4. The text move is still justified, since Black has an important finesse later on.

Another alternative here is to close the position with 12...c4, as Spielmann did. The drawback to this strategy is that Black is not able to generate any counterplay on the queenside and in the centre, giving White a free hand on the kingside.

13.♗xg6

[image: Img]

The point of White’s play. Black cannot take the bishop.

13...♖f8

An inaccuracy, landing Black into trouble. The best move was 13...♘xd4!, as Glek played against Spoelman in Hoogeveen 2003. By taking in the centre with the knight, Black obtains control of the important square f3. The game continued 14.♔d1 ♖g8 15.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 16.♕h5+ ♔e7 17.cxd4 ♖xg2 18.♘e2 ♗d7 and now White should have played 19.♕f3 ♖ag8 20.♖g3, after which the chances are roughly equal. However, he played 19.♕xh6, giving Black a winning attack with 19...♖af8.

14.♖f3 cxd4 15.♗xf7+ ♔d8 16.♕g7
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16...dxc3+

A perfectly understandable move; Black wants to restore the material balance. However, it was necessary to maintain the tension in the centre with 16...♕c5!, when White has the following options:

A) 17.♔e1 ♕e7 18.♕g3 (also 18.g4 comes into consideration) 18...dxc3 19.♗g6 ♖xf3 20.♘xf3 ♗d7 and here the situation is significantly different from the one later in the game. White’s queen is much less active, and so his advantage is less large;

B) 17.♘e2 dxc3+ 18.♘xc3 a6 19.♖e1 ♖a7! 20.♕xh6 b6 and Black has developed some counterplay.

17.♔e1!

Of course, White does not retake the pawn.

17...♕b4

[image: Img]

18.♗g6!

A strong move, forcing a rook trade under favourable circumstances and at the same time preventing a check on e4.

18...♖xf3 19.♘xf3 ♕f4 20.♖d1 ♖b8

[image: Img]

21.♕f6+!

Euwe decides not to continue playing for an attack, but to liquidate to an endgame in which he gets a mighty pawn front on the kingside.

21...♕xf6 22.exf6 ♗d7 23.g4

Obviously; now White is in time to give decisive support to his f-pawn.

23...♔c7 24.g5 ♖h8 25.♗d3

Giving free passage to the g-pawn. The first line of the computer is 25.gxh6 ♖xh6 26.h5 with a clear win. However, Euwe’s play is principled; he wants to win with two connected passed pawns.

25...hxg5 26.hxg5 e5
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27.g6!

Now the white pawns are unstoppable.

27...♗e6

If 27...e4, White wins simply with 28.g7 ♖h1+ 29.♗f1 ♗e6 30.♘g5 ♗g8 31.f7, winning a piece.

28.♘g5 ♘d4 29.♘h7

Systematically played. White closes the h-file for the black rook, nipping any possible counterplay in the bud.

29...♘f3+ 30.♔e2 e4 31.f7 ♘d4+ 32.♔e3 ♘f5+ 33.♔f4

The king penetrates the enemy position unhindered.

33...♘e7 34.g7 ♖xh7 35.f8♕ ♖h4+ 36.♔e5 1-0

Euwe had a special relation with Geza Maroczy, who was 31 years older than him. According to Chessmetrics, the Hungarian champion was the strongest player in the world in the period of 1904-1907. He was going to play a World Championship match with Lasker in 1906, but it fell through, even though the preparations had reached an advanced stage.

In 1919, a communist revolution took place in Hungary, forcing Maroczy to flee the country. He ended up in the Netherlands, where there was no financial chaos as a result of the First World War, since our country had been neutral during this war. Thus, Maroczy became the teacher of the 18-year-old Euwe. Their cooperation continued up to and including the World Championship Match in 1935, in which Maroczy acted as Euwe’s second.

They played a twelve-game match in 1921. Halfway through the match, Euwe was leading 4-2. Even though Maroczy eventually managed to draw even, this was still an honourable result for the young Euwe. Especially in the sixth game, he played very well, and this game illustrates that he was able to calculate very sharply. Curiously, this game wasn’t included in the book Schaakpartijen van Dr. M. Euwe.

Game 4French Defence

Max Euwe

Geza Maroczy

Bad Aussee m 1921

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘c3 ♘f6 4.♗g5 ♗b4

Again, the McCutcheon Variation!

5.e5 h6 6.♗d2 ♗xc3 7.bxc3 ♘e4 8.♕g4 g6 9.h4

Euwe is fighting Maroczy with his own weapons!

This is still being played today, but mostly with another move-order: 9.♗d3 ♘xd2 10.♔xd2 c5 11.h4. There is no significant difference since the next moves are virtually forced for both sides.

9...c5 10.♗d3 ♘xd2 11.♔xd2

[image: Img]

11...♕a5

For the alternative 11...♘c6, I refer to Game 3.

12.♖h3

Consistent, but much later, Peter Leko preferred 12.♘f3 here, to be able to take back with the knight. White has a slight strategic edge in that case.

12...cxd4

12...♘c6 would have transposed to Game 3 after all.

[image: Img]


13.♗xg6!

Of course. Now the play becomes extremely sharp.

13...♕c7

In general, it is not advisable to opt for a passive move in such a sharp position. I think that Maroczy had seen a very deep variation here, which, however, will be refuted in a miraculous way.

Later that year, Euwe got the position after 13.♗xg6 on the board one more time. Euwe-Te Kolsté, Nijmegen 1921, saw 13...dxc3+, which is clearly stronger. Now White has a choice between two king moves:

A) 14.♔d1 is what Euwe played, and this king move also occurred in several lesser-known games later on. Now Black could have obtained an advantage with 14...♖f8! (instead of Te Kolsté’s move 14...♕c7), when after 15.♖f3 ♕c5 16.♗h5 ♘c6 the situation isn’t easy for White;

B) 14.♔e1! ♖f8 15.♖f3 ♕c5 16.♗h5 ♘c6 17.♕g7 and now we see why the king had to go to e1: Black doesn’t have the check on d4. After 17...♕e7 18.♘e2 ♗d7, by the way, he has nothing to fear; the position is balanced.

Giving the f-pawn firm protection with 13...♖f8 was playable as well. After 14.♖f3 dxc3+ (or 14...♕c5), chances are about even.

14.♖f3 ♖g8

Black wants to keep the option of capturing with the queen on c3 later – a theme that can also occur in the Winawer Variation of the French. After 14...dxc3+ 15.♔d1, Black has no good defence, e.g. 15...♖g8 16.♖xf7 ♖xg6 17.♖xc7 ♖xg4 18.♖xc8+ ♔d7 19.♖h8 and the pin on the back rank will be fatal for Black eventually.

15.♖xf7 ♕xc3+

[image: Img]

16.♔e2!

The right king move. The game A. Horvath-Hoang, Budapest 1998, saw 16.♔d1? ♕xa1+ 17.♔e2 ♔d8 and White had insufficient compensation for the sacrificed material.

16...d3+

This is what Maroczy must have been angling for. At first sight, the situation looks promising for Black, but White has a narrow path to a large advantage:

17.cxd3 ♕xe5+

[image: Img]

18.♔f3!

Euwe has seen sharply that he can walk out of the black queen’s checks in this way.

18...♖f8

Maroczy doesn’t sense the danger. The text move will be refuted in a beautiful way. A better defence was 18...♘c6, to which White would calmly reply 19.g3, vacating the g2-square for his king. Black has the following options here:

A) 19...♖f8 20.♖xf8+ ♔xf8 21.♖b1 b6 22.♔g2 with a large advantage for White;

A) 19...♕d4 20.♖f4+ ♔e7 21.♖e1! (after 21.♖xd4 ♘e5+ 22.♔g2 ♘xg4 23.♖xg4 e5, Black has better chances of a successful defence) 21...♕e5 22.♖f7+ ♔d6 23.♖c1 ♖g7 24.♖f8! and White has a winning advantage; the black king remains in severe danger;

C) 19...♖xg6 is probably best; after 20.♕xg6 ♘e7 21.♖xe7+ ♔xe7 22.♖c1 ♕f6+ 23.♕xf6+ ♔xf6 24.♘e2 e5 25.d4, Black has the incredible computer move 25...♗h3!, maintaining chances of a draw. Incidentally, it is quite reasonable that the bishop should go to h3, as it would be vulnerable on any other square.

[image: Img]

19.♖f5+!!

The fantastic point of the previous move. Study-like motifs are playing a major role here. It is important that Black can’t keep up the protection of his king’s rook.

19...♔d7

Also after 19...♔e7 20.♕b4+, Black would go down quickly.

20.♖xf8 ♕xa1 21.♖f7+ ♔d8 22.♕b4 ♘d7 23.♕d6 ♕h8 24.♘e2 e5

[image: Img]

25.♘f4

An elegant finish, but White could have forced a quicker mate with 25.♘c3. The computer announces mate in 7. In itself, this is not relevant since there are countless ways for White to win here. However, if you look at this position as a chess problem, it’s nice to see how it works exactly: 25...e4+ 26.♔g4 ♕e8 and now the typical problem move 27.♔h3! (if 27.♘xd5, Black still has 27...♕e6+ 28.♕xe6 ♘e5+). The continuation is 27...♕e6+ 28.♕xe6 ♘b6 29.♖f8+ ♔c7 30.♘b5+ ♔b8 and now an unpinning move like 31.♗f5, after which the queen can give mate.

25...exf4 26.♗f5 ♕e8 27.♗xd7 ♗xd7 28.♖f8 1-0


[image: Img]

The second tournament in Bad Pistyan – which is called Piestany today – was the first major tournament after the First World War. It was organized in memory of Julius Breyer, who had passed away six months earlier. A new time control was introduced at the event: 25 moves in one hour, followed by 15 moves per hour. The tournament was won by Bogoljubow, half a point ahead of Alekhine and Spielmann. Euwe did not perform especially well, ending up just under 50 percent. But there were several bright spots: he managed to defeat Siegbert Tarrasch with Black. This was Euwe’s first real tournament game against the great German. One year earlier, he had lost to Tarrasch in the theme tournament in Scheveningen, but that was a different discipline and not really counting as a tournament game.

In the 1920s, Euwe managed to defeat Tarrasch three times with Black. I wasn’t really impressed by the two later games; Tarrasch was in his sixties by then and no longer as strong as in his former days. But the game from Bad Pistyan was very good: a strategic model performance.

Game 5King’s Indian Defence

Siegbert Tarrasch

Max Euwe

Bad Pistyan 1922

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 d6 3.♘f3 ♘bd7 4.♘c3 e5 5.e4 g6 6.♗e3 ♗g7
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7.dxe5

White can also opt for 7.d5 here, to meet 7...♘c5 with 8.♕c2. However, Tarrasch opens the d-file to then aim for queenside castling. This plan won’t yield him much.

7...dxe5 8.h3

The standard little move to prevent the knight sortie to g4. An interesting alternative was 8.c5 to conquer space on the queenside. Here, 8...♘g4 9.♗g5 f6 10.♗h4 is critical. Now, best for Black is to castle, with sharp play and mutual chances. If he takes the c-pawn, he will be in trouble, as we can see after 10...♘xc5 11.♕xd8+ ♔xd8 12.h3 g5 13.♖d1+ ♗d7 14.♗xg5 ♘xf2 15.♔xf2 fxg5 16.♖d5 and White wins back the pawn with an advantage.

8...c6 9.♕d2

Again, 9.c5 came into consideration. Play could continue 9...♕e7 10.b4 0-0 11.♗c4 a5 12.a3 b6 and Black has sufficient counterplay.

9...♕e7

Preventing the march of the c-pawn.

10.0-0-0 0-0 11.♕d6 ♕xd6 12.♖xd6 ♖e8 13.♗g5

A shot in the dark. It would have been better to retreat his rook with 13.♖d2, so as after 13...♗f8 to complete his development with 14.♗d3; the position is even.

[image: Img]

13...♗f8!

A sharp and adequate reaction. This bishop move, which White was just trying to prevent, is especially strong from a psychological point of view. The thematic push 13...a5 would have given Black an advantage as well.

14.♖d2

White has to retreat his rook after all, since 14.♖xf6 ♗e7 would have led to the loss of an exchange.

14...♔g7

Providing the king’s knight with extra protection, so Black can move his queen’s knight.

15.♗d3

[image: Img]

15...♗b4!

Increasing the pressure on White’s centre.

16.♔c2 ♘c5 17.a3 ♗xc3 18.♗xf6+ ♔xf6 19.♔xc3 ♖d8

Again, 19...a5 came into consideration. The text move is strategically justified, since the rook trade favours Black.

20.♗c2

Certainly not 20.b4? in view of 20...♖xd3+ 21.♖xd3 ♘xe4+ and Black wins.

20...♖xd2 21.♘xd2 ♘e6

This knight is on its way to the mighty outpost d4.

22.g3

[image: Img]

22...a5!

Finally, Euwe decides upon the thematic push. The timing is good. The immediate 22...c5 would have been met with 23.♘f1! and White’s knight is on its way to d5.

23.♘f3 c5!

Now, yes!

24.♗a4 ♖a6

A subtle move. Black prepares the knight jump to d4, after which he will use the rook on the sixth rank to strengthen his initiative.

25.♖d1?


Here Tarrasch’s own adage applies: ‘When there are no good moves, bad ones will come automatically.’ A better defence was 25.h4 to meet 25...♘d4 with 26.♘e1. White will then play his knight to d3 and push his f-pawn. Best for Black will be to thwart this plan with 26...♗g4. The point of this bishop move is that after 27.f3 ♗c8, the g-pawn becomes vulnerable. After, for example, 28.♘d3 ♘e2+ 29.♔d2 ♘xg3 30.♖g1 ♘h5 31.♘xc5 ♖d6+ 32.♔e3 ♘f4 Black has an advantage.

25...♘d4

[image: Img]

26.♘xd4

After this exchange, White loses the h-pawn and goes down without a fight.

26.♘g1 was more tenacious, which is obviously a horribly passive move no one would ever want to play. After it, however, there is no forced win for Black, for example 26...♔e7 27.♖d2 ♖f6 28.♗d1 h5 29.h4 ♗g4. Black still holds all the trumps.

26...exd4+ 27.♔d3 ♗xh3 28.♗b5 ♖d6 29.♖h1

On 29.f4 Black had the retreat 29...♔g7, with an easy technical win.

[image: Img]

29...♗g2!

I presume it was especially this little move Tarrasch had missed in his calculations. Black will besiege the e-pawn.

30.♖xh7 ♖e6 31.♖h4 g5 32.♖h6+ ♔e5 33.f4+

After 33.♖xe6+ fxe6 White’s e-pawn would have been lost as well.

33...gxf4 34.♖h5+ ♔d6 35.gxf4 ♗xe4+ 36.♔d2 ♖g6 37.♖h2 ♖g2+ 38.♖xg2 ♗xg2 39.♔e2 ♗c6 0-1

Like most tournaments in those days, the Breyer Memorial was a long event: 19 rounds in three weeks. That meant that there weren’t very many free days; in fact, it was a battle of attrition. In the 16th round, Euwe was Black against the Austrian Georg Marco, who was past his prime. Marco was mainly known as the editor of the Wiener Schachzeitung that had become a leading magazine mainly due to his contributions. Marco started his work as an editor in 1898 and stopped in 1916, when the financial resources were exhausted because of the First World War.

Marco was also known as ‘the strongest chess player in the world’. This was due to his enormous build; he was even taller than Euwe! Marco’s play in this game shows clear signs of fatigue, but all the same, Euwe’s play radiated power. He managed to win the game with several attractive ploys.

Game 6Ruy Lopez

Georg Marco

Max Euwe

Bad Pistyan 1922

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 a6 4.♗xc6 dxc6 5.d4

This way of playing became popular after the famous game Lasker-Capablanca, St Petersburg 1914. Nowadays, the move 5.0-0 is almost exclusively played here. Now Black has to protect the e-pawn first, after which White’s push of the d-pawn gains in strength. In the database, this is called the ‘Fischer Variation’ after Fischer’s sensational successes with it in 1966. However, Szymon Winawer already played this line in 1883. Fischer probably also knew the games by the Dutch master Johan Barendregt, who used it as his pet variation in the early 1960s.

5...exd4 6.♕xd4 ♕xd4 7.♘xd4
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7...♗d7

Capablanca played 7...♗d6 here, after which both sides aimed for kingside castling. The text move, which is probably stronger, leads to a different type of play: both sides are aiming for queenside castling.

8.♗e3 0-0-0 9.♘d2

In these circumstances, 9.0-0 was not to be recommended, since Black can immediately put heavy pressure on White’s centre: 9...♖e8 10.♘c3 ♗b4 11.♘de2 f5, with a large advantage to Black.

9...g6

Marco himself played 9...♘e7 here against Maroczy in Ostend 1905. Quite possibly, this is the best move in this position. After 10.0-0-0 c5 11.♘4f3 b6 12.♘g5 ♗e8 13.♘c4 ♘c6 14.♖xd8+ ♘xd8 15.f4 f6 16.♘h3 ♗c6, Black was doing excellently. It’s still a bit mysterious why Marco tried the same system with White here after this experience.

10.0-0-0 ♗g7

[image: Img]

11.♘e2

A sensible retreat. White clears the d4-square for his bishop, to neutralize the pressure of Black’s king’s bishop along the long diagonal.


11...♘e7 12.♗d4 f6

Euwe wants to keep his bishop pair. A good alternative was 12...♗xd4 13.♘xd4 ♗h3!; after 14.♘xc6 ♘xc6 15.gxh3 ♖d6 Black has more than enough strategic compensation for the pawn.

13.c4 ♖he8

Black has mobilized all his forces and can look forward to the middlegame with confidence.

14.f3

A serious negligence. White could have maintained the balance with 14.♖he1.

[image: Img]

14...♘f5!

Cleverly exploiting the fact that White’s king’s knight is unprotected.

15.♖he1

Probably, 15.♗f2 was slightly better, although Black also gets an advantage in that case after 15...♗h6, when the continuation could be 16.♖he1 ♘e3 17.♗xe3 ♗xe3 18.♔c2 ♗e6 19.b3 b5 with strong pressure on White’s position.

15...♘xd4 16.♘xd4 ♗h6

Black clearly has the upper hand; his bishop pair is much stronger than White’s knight pair.

17.g3

White wants to close off the vulnerable c1-h6 diagonal with f3-f4, but he has no time for this. The only move was 17.♔c2 to unpin the queen’s knight. Also here, Black remains firmly in the driver’s seat after 17...f5 18.♘4b3 b6 19.♘c1 ♗e6.

[image: Img]

17...♗g4!

An attractive and powerful move; White does not have a sufficient defence.

18.♘xc6

What else?

18...♖xd2

The most convincing path to the win, but 18...♗xf3 was also winning. After 19.♘xd8 ♖xd8 20.♔c2 ♗xd1+ 21.♖xd1 Black has the powerful move 21...♖d4, winning a pawn.

19.♖xd2 ♗xf3 20.♘b4

[image: Img]


20...♖d8

Euwe opts for a liquidation into an easily winning rook ending. 20...♖xe4 would have won convincingly as well. In the bishop vs knight ending, Black remains a healthy pawn up.

21.♘d5 ♗xd2+ 22.♔xd2 c6 23.♔e3 cxd5 24.♔xf3 dxc4 25.e5

25.♖c1 b5 26.b3 did not offer White any chances of survival either, since Black has an easy win with 26...♖d2! 27.bxc4 b4.

25...fxe5 26.♖xe5 b5 27.a4 ♖d3+ 28.♔f4 ♖b3

Protecting the b-pawn and attacking the enemy b-pawn.

29.axb5 axb5 30.♖e2 ♔c7 31.♔g5 ♖d3

For the moment, Black has achieved enough on the queen’s wing; now he is going to protect the h-pawn first.

32.♔h6 ♖d7 33.♖e6

[image: Img]

33...♖d2

Now Black can abandon the protection of the kingside pawns; his passed pawns will be much stronger than White’s.

34.h4 ♖xb2 35.♔xh7 c3 36.♖e3 b4 37.♖e4 c2 38.♖c4+ ♔d6 39.♔xg6 b3 40.h5 ♖b1 0-1

The tournament in Mährisch-Ostrau – today, Ostrava – was a great success for Lasker, who kept his rivals at a large distance with a 10 out of 13 score. Here, Euwe achieved his first modest success in the international tournament arena: he ended equal fifth with 7 points. He managed to defeat Akiba Rubinstein for the first time. I remember that my trainer Hans Bouwmeester showed me this game in 1967, and that I was fascinated by it: such a sharp struggle full of ideas that also seemed to be well-founded strategically.

Naturally, the computer conveyed new insights: Rubinstein had had a very good, almost winning position. I was in doubt about whether to include the game in this book for some time. However, there are sufficient reasons to appreciate Euwe’s merits in the battle. His build-up of the attack was excellent; after a setback, he nevertheless evaded a draw and then struck brilliantly when Rubinstein overplayed his hand. Besides, the middlegame struggle is exceptionally interesting and instructive.

Game 7Colle System

Max Euwe

Akiba Rubinstein

Mährisch-Ostrau 1923

1.♘f3 d5 2.d4 ♘f6 3.e3 e6 4.♗d3 c5 5.b3

Euwe opts for a system that was later favoured by Artur Jussupow.
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5...♘c6 6.0-0 ♗d6 7.♗b2 0-0 8.a3

A typical move in this system; White prevents a possible knight sortie to b4.

8...b6 9.♘e5 ♗b7 10.♘d2 ♕e7

An unfortunate move, as it is better to reserve the e7-square for the queen’s knight. Good alternatives are 10...♕c7 and 10...♖c8.

10...♘e7 is also possible, while in Ostend 1907, Rubinstein against Walter John opted for the curious

10...a6. Not even this little move is bad, since Black is preparing ...b6-b5.

[image: Img]

11.f4!

‘An important strengthening of White’s position,’ Euwe notes. It is also the signal for the attack. White can involve his king’s rook in the attack via the f3-square.

11...♖fd8 12.♖f3

This is consistent, but the alternative 12.♕f3 was stronger. It is of the utmost importance to keep firm control of the e4-square, when it is difficult for Black to find a good defensive plan.

12...♘e4

The right idea, but the wrong execution. First 12...cxd4! was indicated; it’s important to first resolve the tension in the centre. White could react in two ways:

A) 13.♖h3 h6! (a good precautionary measure, since 13...dxe3 14.♗xh7+ ♘xh7 15.♕h5 is dangerous for Black) 14.exd4 ♘e4 15.♕e2 f5 16.♘df3 and the position is even;

B) 13.exd4 ♘e4 14.♘xe4 (if 14.♖h3, then 14...f5) 14...dxe4 15.♗xe4 ♘xe5 16.♗xh7+! ♔xh7 17.♖h3+ ♔g8 18.fxe5 ♗xe5 19.♕h5 f5 20.dxe5 ♕c5+ 21.♔h1 ♖d2 22.♕h7+ ♔f7 23.♕h5+ with a draw.

13.♖h3

All according to plan, but 13.dxc5 was also worthy of attention. After 13...bxc5 14.♗xe4 dxe4 15.♖g3 f6 16.♘ec4 ♗c7 17.♕h5 White has an advantage. His knights are unassailable, while he has an initiative on the king’s wing.

13...f5

By now it was too late for 13...cxd4, as White is not obliged to recapture the pawn. He gets a strong attack with 14.♗xe4 dxe4 15.♕h5 h6 16.♖g3. Black has the following defensive options:

A) 16...♘xe5 17.fxe5 ♗c7 (17...♗c5 runs into 18.b4 dxe3 19.♘b3!, winning a piece) 18.♗xd4 ♔h7 19.♖f1 and White gets a decisive attack;

B) After 16...f5, White plays a series of precise moves yielding him a decisive advantage. The main line runs as follows: 17.♘xc6 ♗xc6 18.♘c4! ♗c7 19.♖d1! b5 20.♖xd4 bxc4 21.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 22.♗xg7 ♕xg7 23.♕xh6! and White wins;

C) 16...♗xe5 17.fxe5 ♔h7 18.♘xe4 g6 19.♕e2 ♘xe5 20.exd4 ♗xe4 21.♕xe4 ♘d7 22.♖e1 with a large advantage for White.

[image: Img]

14.♗xe4

The immediate 14.♕h5 was more accurate, when Black has two ways to defend:

A) 14...h6 15.♗xe4 (less clear is 15.♘g6 ♕f6 16.g4 ♘e7) 15...dxe4 16.♘xc6 ♗xc6 17.♖g3 cxd4 and now White wins in exactly the same way as in line B in the previous comment, starting with 18.♘c4. Again and again, we see how important the timely inclusion of the trade on d4 was for Black. As a rule, when the long diagonal is opened for White’s queen’s bishop, White gets a promising attack;

B) 14...♘f6 is best: 15.♕h4 cxd4 16.♘xc6 (the sharp 16.♘df3 could be considered too) 16...♗xc6 17.♗xd4 with a large advantage for White.

14...dxe4 15.♕h5

[image: Img]

15...♗xe5!

This is the difference; now that White has exchanged on e4, Black can allow the capture on h7.

16.♕xh7+ ♔f7 17.fxe5

Euwe let this move pass by without comment, and so it remains uncertain whether he was consciously playing for a win here. I think he was, because it’s not hard to see that White could have forced a draw with 17.dxe5. Under these circumstances, the transaction of trading two rooks for the queen, as in the game, is not to be recommended. With a fixed pawn structure and an open d-file, the rooks would be much stronger than the queen. Therefore, 17...♖xd2 is forced, when White forces perpetual check with 18.♕h5+. Objectively this would have been absolutely the right choice for White, since after the text move he is worse.

17...♖h8

The point of the previous move. Rubinstein forces the trade of two rooks for a queen in very favourable circumstances.

18.♕xh8 
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