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To Justine Marie Arvold
 and the plain fancy miracle
 that brought her to us
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Kaleb and his two daughters hurried along
Lancaster County Road in their buggy. Cars
whizzed by them, but they paid no mind. Clop,
clop, clop went the horse’s hooves on the
 pavement.

“Papa,” Naomi asked, “why don’t we have a car
like the English?”

“It is not our way, child. We are in no hurry,”
he said as he drew up the reins and slowly directed
the horse into their farmyard.
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While their father unharnessed and watered the horse, Naomi and
Ruth skipped toward the henhouse. The chickens were Naomi’s
responsibility. She saw to their feeding and watering as well as the
collecting of their eggs.

“Everything around here is so plain,” Naomi complained. “Our
clothes are plain, our houses are plain, even our chickens are plain.
It would pleasure me—just once—to have something fancy.”

“Shaw, Nomi, you oughtn’t to be saying such things,” little Ruth
scolded.
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As Naomi and Ruth searched the field for eggs laid outside the
henhouse, they spotted a very unusual one nestled in the tall grass
down the drive and behind the henhouse, next to the road.

“This egg looks different from any I have ever seen,” Naomi said
quietly. “It’s still warm—let’s put it in Henny’s nest. This one needs to
be hatched.” She gently picked up the egg and eased it into her basket.
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