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            The second letter to the Corinthians was written a few months after the first. From Titus, Paul had learned that his first letter to the Corinthians had caused many of them to repent. But he also learned that the Judaizers had arrived there, preaching a false gospel and rejecting his authority. He wrote his second letter, not only to express his satisfaction with their repentance, but also to speak out against the false teachers and defend his apostleship.
The letter is Paul's response after seeing the results of the first letter, results brought by Titus, who also informed him of a few other things. So Paul writes this second letter, which is believed to be several letters in one. Paul, above all, in addition to the deep love shown in this letter, also defends the apostleship that God gave him and points out the bad ideas that were sown in the church regarding him and his work. There is also a response to the case of immorality in the first letter; the man repented, and this gave Paul great joy. He also touches on his plans to visit them.
The fact that the apostle Paul wrote Second Corinthians is not questioned; the lack of any motive for an impostor to write this highly personal and biographical epistle has led even the most critical scholars to affirm Paul as its author.
Several considerations establish a relevant date for the writing of this letter. Extra-biblical sources indicate that July 51 AD is the most likely date for the beginning of Gallio's proconsulship (Acts 18:12). Paul's trial before him in Corinth (Acts 18:12-17) probably took place shortly after Gallio assumed the position. Leaving Corinth (probably in 52 AD), Paul sailed to Palestine (Acts 18:18), thus concluding his second missionary journey. Returning to Ephesus on his third missionary journey (probably in 52 AD), Paul ministered there for about two and a half years (Acts 19:8, 10). The apostle wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus toward the end of that period (1 Cor. 16:8), most likely in 55 AD. Since Paul planned to stay in Ephesus until the following spring (the reference to Pentecost in 1 Cor. 16:8), and 2 Corinthians was written after he left Ephesus, the most likely date for 2 Corinthians is late 55 or early 56 AD.
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Today, dear reader, we come to the Second Epistle of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians. Some time ago we studied the first letter and we said then that that letter was very important; that epistle dealt with the affairs of the church. If we did not have that epistle now, we would not know much about church government; we would not know how the church should behave in this world. We would like to say several things by way of introduction. As we look at this letter, we see that it deals with things that only the Spirit of God can clarify for us. And we believe that only with the help of the Spirit of God will we be able to grasp, to perceive, the teaching that God has here for us. Much has been preached and written about this epistle. However, we still have much to learn. Paul wrote this second letter to the Corinthians very shortly after he had written the first letter from Ephesus. He was there in the midst of a very active ministry. As he himself had said in 16:9, "for a great door has been opened to me for effective service, and there are many adversaries." We believe that Paul's wider ministry took place in Asia Minor, with Ephesus being the starting point and sounding board for the gospel. We believe that the gospel probably covered that area in a much more effective way than in any other region and at any other time. That is what Paul meant when he pointed out that a large and effective door had been opened to him.

Because of his ministry activities, he could not simply abandon that work and go to Corinth where he had established this new church. This church was full of believers in a state of spiritual infancy, who acted as such, that is, they were immature in the knowledge of Christ. They wanted Paul to go where they were, they wanted him to pay attention to them, to be attentive to them. They wanted him to feed them and change their clothes, as it were, as a mother does with her little children. They even wailed like young children. Paul could not go and so they were somewhat hurt, upset. So, Paul wrote them the first epistle and informed them that he would visit them later.

Paul stayed in Ephesus for about three years, he could not go to Corinth as soon as he would have liked and they were upset. Paul sent Titus to Corinth, not being able to go himself at that time. Later Timothy and Paul who were together in Ephesus went to Troas to wait for Titus, who would bring them news from Corinth (2 Corinthians 2:12 and 13). In view of the fact that Titus did not arrive, Paul and Timothy went to Philippi, where they met him and he gave them a report on the situation in Corinth. Titus brought good news from there, for the Corinthians had obeyed what Paul had advised them to do in his first response to their questions, namely, in his first letter to the Corinthians.

In Philippi Paul sat down to write his second letter to the Corinthians. They were still uneasy and wanted the great apostle to go and stay with them. However, any rift or estrangement between Paul and the Corinthians was settled. In this epistle Paul opened his heart wide. Indeed, Paul is allowing us to get to know him more personally in this letter than in any other.

Regarding the subject of this second letter to the Corinthians, we will say that it deals with the conditions of the Christian ministry within the church. Let us remember that First Corinthians dealt with the conditions and corrections in the church.

Reading in the notes to consider a general outline, we see that this epistle is very difficult to outline since this letter is less structurally organized than any of Paul's other letters. But it is a letter that contains a greater number of personal details. In each of its chapters a minor theme is always developed, which sometimes seems to take the place of the main theme, and which is usually expressed in a prominent verse. This may explain what at first sight seems difficult to outline and organize in the epistle. We will consider this detail in each of the chapters.

We would now like to present the outline of the letter in brief form, because we believe it is very important for the study.

In the first seven chapters we have the consolation, the consolation, the encouragement, the encouragement of God. This has much to do with Christian living in the place where we are situated today. God's comfort was manifested in the plans of life (1:3-24), in restoring a believer who fell into sin (chapter 2), in the glorious ministry of Christ (chapter 3), in the ministry of Christ's sufferings (chapter 4) in the ministry of martyrdom for Christ's sake (chapter 5), in all the circumstances of Christ's ministry (chapter 6) and finally, in the comfort poured out by God into Paul's heart (chapter 7).

Then, we have two chapters where he spoke about the offering, the collection, for the poor believers in Jerusalem (chapters 8 and 9). Here he no longer speaks of Christian living but of Christian giving. We have the example of Christian giving (8:1-6), the exhortation to Christian giving (8:7-15), the explanation of Christian giving (8:16 - 9:5) and finally, an encouragement to Christian giving (9:6-15).

Then in chapters 10 through 13, the apostle Paul spoke in a very personal way, and there he expounded his calling as an apostle. Having spoken of Christian living and the Christian attitude of giving, here we have Christian protection. Recall that first there was Christian living, then Christian giving, and now Christian protection. In this section, we see first, the authentication of Paul's apostleship (chapter 10), then the justification or vindication of Paul's apostleship (chapter 11), then the revelation of Paul's apostleship (chapter 12), then the execution or fulfillment of Paul's apostleship (13:1-10) and finally, the conclusion of Paul's apostleship (13:11-14).
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The first two verses constitute an introduction to the epistle. And then, as we have anticipated in our general outline, the theme of God's comfort in the plans of life begins to develop. Paul really began his letter on a high level. Let us then read verse 1 of this chapter 1 of Second Corinthians, to examine the:

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and brother Timothy, to the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia."

Paul was writing with the authority of an apostle. We believe that anyone who is engaged in the ministry of God's word today should speak with authority. For it would be of no use to try to present the word of God if one is not convinced that it is the truth. And if someone is not expressing the Word with authority, he should dedicate himself to another activity different from the Christian ministry. This possibility would explain the weakness of the present Christian witness in many places.

In the early church, when the persecution began, the believers said, "Lord, You are God". And, dear reader, if you are not sure that He is God, then you are not sure of anything. Those early Christians were sure of the truthfulness and authority of God's Word and continually relied on it. So Paul, with this authority, wrote to them saying, "Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ".

And then he said, "by the will of God." One cannot go to a higher level. Herein lies the authority. If what you are doing, that is, your very life, is in the sphere of God's will, then there will be no doubt in your mind. If you are living according to God's will, it makes no difference how you are, or what your circumstances are: for then you are in the best place, in an extraordinary position. You may even be in a hospital, but if that is God's will at this moment, that will be the most appropriate place for you, the best place.

And then the apostle added something endearing, "and brother Timothy". He was his Christian brother spiritually speaking, and brother to the believers in the Corinthian church. In another Bible passage Paul called him his son in the faith. But when he wrote to the church, he placed Timothy on the same level that Paul was on. And it pleases us to see the apostle's way of placing others on the same plane as himself. Then he said, "to the church of God". We are talking here about the church of God. Many times we hear people who say, "my church," and many of those people who speak this way act as if the church belongs to them personally. They forget that the church belongs to God and that it is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, which He bought with His blood. And considering the price He paid for it, you and I, dear reader, had better not be believers of little value, of little quality, trying to express or make our little will prevail in the church.

Following the text we read, "The church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia". Paul did not limit this reality to Corinth alone, but extended it to all the places in Achaia, which was a province of the Roman Empire, because wherever the gospel message had reached in those days, there were people who were witnesses. Because they were taking the gospel to others.

When you visit this land of Achaia, you can see that it is a beautiful, fertile place, with extraordinary vineyards. You can also see beautiful and fragrant flowers. We can imagine those believers who were controlled by the sin of the Corinthian church. Then, when Paul arrived, it was as if the scales had fallen from their eyes. Light burst into their darkened souls. And they turned from their sins to the living Christ. Then they went throughout Achaia bearing witness to Christ and, as a result, many believed in Him. In this letter, Paul was also speaking to all of them, that is, to all the believers who resided throughout that province of Achaia. Let us now see what verse 2 says:

"Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ."

The apostle Paul frequently used this greeting. Grace and peace are those great gifts of God to the believer. Let us continue reading verse 3.
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"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all consolation."

The word used here for "blessed" could actually be "praised." "Praise God and Father." We wonder, how much do we actually praise God? David said in Psalm 34, verse 1, "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth." If this were our attitude, dear reader, we would be spared much complaining. We are told here to praise the Lord. In Psalm 50, verse 23, it says, "He that offereth a sacrifice of thanksgiving honoureth me."

Paul said here in his Second Epistle to the Corinthians, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ". God is the Father, that is, that is His position in the Trinity, and God so loved the world, that He has given His only begotten Son. He is the only Son in the sense that He occupies a totally unique position. He is the eternal Son of God and God is the eternal Father. If there is a Father and a Son of this nature, then there was never a time when a procreation took place in the sense that there was a birth, or that there was a beginning for the Son. So this expression indicates the positions in the Trinity. Both the Father and the Son are eternal.

Later Paul called him "Father of mercies and God of all consolation". We would like to spend a few moments talking about these three words, which are: love, mercy (or compassion) and grace.

One of the words is "love." We have mentioned this before. Much has been said about love. It seems to us a theological rather than a sentimental expression to say that God saves us by His love. Now it is true that God loves us, and how He loves us! We do not even know to what extent He loves us. Our hearts would break if we could understand how much He loves us. But God does not save us by His love. The Holy Scriptures teach us that we are saved by God's grace.

Now, what is grace? Well, grace is "unmerited favor", which means that God saves us on a different basis, which has nothing to do with our own merit. God loves us, but He does not save us by His love; He saves us by His grace. Why? Because He is also the God of all mercy, the Father of mercy and compassion. And, grace means that God has loved us so much that He has provided us with a Savior because He could not save us any other way. And whatever you and I have today is a token of God's compassion and mercy. Indeed, it is said of Him that He is rich in grace and mercy.

Do you need mercy today? If you need something material, like money, you usually go to the bank. And if you need mercy, compassion, help, you should go to the one who is the Father of mercies. Go to Him. Whatever you and I possess, whether much or little, is undeserved. It is due to the mercy of God.

So everything we have is due to God's mercy, even sickness. That is why the first seven chapters we have here are about mercy, God's consolation precisely where we need it, in the plans of life. He, then, "is the Father of mercies, and the God of all consolation." We can test this in the crucible of life. Suffering is the decisive test. He is the God of all consolation. He will comfort you in the hospital and at the death of a loved one. He can comfort you anywhere and in any circumstance. Truly, we can say with the apostle that "He is the God of all comfort".

Now, there is a genuine consolation and there is a false one. We do not like to hear some who, sighing with resignation say, "Ah, if God has allowed this to happen I accept it" when, in reality, they do not accept it and rebel against it. We have to be honest with God and, in those painful circumstances, tell Him how we feel. We must tell Him that what has happened to us does not please us at all. Anyway, God already knows and wants us to be honest with Him. That is why we say that there is genuine consolation and there is consolation that is not genuine.

There is a popular notion that consolation is like some kind of sentimental sweetener with some tinge of weakness. When I was little, and I would fall down, I would hurt my knees. I always wondered why my mother didn't put me in long pants, but she never did. And when I would complain about the injuries, she would come up to me and kiss me to comfort me. She would tell me, "Well, it's nothing, it's over." And she would comfort me and I would believe in what she was saying and stop crying. That's kind of sentimental, it's sweet, it's nice, but there came a day when I had to leave home to study and I was discouraged, because I didn't have any money. Then she would sit next to me, she would talk to me and her words were like strong medicine. And she used to tell me, "You, you have to be a man now, you have to act like a man." And that was also a way of giving encouragement and comfort.

Some people turn to all sorts of things to find comfort or relief. Sometimes they try to find it in alcohol or drugs. But all they do is ruin their lives and in many cases, their families. What does it really mean, encouragement, comfort?

Well, the word for consolation is "parakaleo". That means, "called to the side of". The Holy Spirit is called the Paraclete, that is, the one who has been called to be at our side. When the Lord Jesus Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit He said to His own, "I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you". And in John 16:7 He said to them, "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you."

So what is a dildo? Listen dear reader, it is not someone who simply kisses the wound. It is a helper, someone who strengthens, an advocate. Someone called to help me, to give me strength, to relieve my loneliness, to mitigate my pain, and to calm my fears. He wants to be my help in times of suffering or unsolvable problems. Psalm 30:10 says: "Hear, O Lord, and be merciful to me; O Lord, be thou my help". That is the cry of a soul in need of the Comforter; and He is the God of all comfort. Dear reader: God, who sees within us and knows all our needs, allowed you to listen to this exposition of His Word today. If you recognize that you are lost and in need of a Savior, take the step of faith to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior. Then, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, will come into your life to control it, to comfort you, and to make real what He alone can give. Love, joy and true peace.
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We were observing in this first section of this Second Epistle to the Corinthians, which covers chapters 1 to 7 in our General Outline of this letter, that we have the consolation of God for the plans of life, paragraph that extends from verse 3 to 24. And at the end of the previous chapter, speaking of the Holy Spirit the question arose: What is a comforter? Listen dear reader, it is not someone who simply kisses the wound. It is a helper, someone who strengthens, an advocate. Someone called to help me, to give me strength, to relieve my loneliness, to mitigate my pain, and to calm my fears. He wants to be my help in times of suffering or unsolvable problems. Psalm 30:10 says: "Hear, O Lord, and be merciful to me; O Lord, be thou my help". That is the lament of a soul in need of the Comforter; and He is the God of all consolation. In other words, the source of all consolation in the midst of afflictions is God Himself, to whom the apostle Paul gave three titles: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercy and God of all consolation.

Now, in verse 4 of this chapter 1 of 2 Corinthians, we read the following:

"Who comforteth us in all our afflictions, that we ourselves also may be able to comfort them which are in any affliction, with the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."

Just as the spiritual gifts were not intended solely for the benefit of those who received them, but each believer, in turn, was to use them for the spiritual benefit of others, so too, the comfort received from God enabled believers to comfort those in need.

That is the most important thing to emphasize on this occasion. It is a wonderful thing that we have in God, who can comfort us in all our afflictions. It is one thing to have comfort when the sun is shining and everything seems to be going well, and when someone encourages and stimulates us; but when we really need comfort is in times of sadness or when we have difficulties and problems.

And we will be able to see below that the apostle Paul experienced that kind of comfort when he was faced with afflictions and difficulties. It is that we need the assurance of God's presence in all of life's circumstances. The area of greatest need for us is when we feel loneliness in the hours of despair in our lives.

Christianity is just a theory for many people. For others it is a profession. And for many professing believers, it is simply something like a suit or a dress that one wears on special occasions, and that is comfortable. It is a stagnant ritual and a vocabulary empty of meaning, revealing no spiritual life. Dear reader, let us tell you that the proof of Christianity is in the way we live this life. For the apostle Paul, it was not simply a theory, for he said in verses 5 and 6 of this chapter 1 of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians:

"As the afflictions of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through the same Christ. But if we are troubled, it is for your consolation and salvation; or if we are consoled, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is accomplished in bearing the same afflictions which we also suffer."

The sufferings Paul experienced were a consequence of his relationship with Christ. As the apostle continued to preach the Gospel he suffered at the hands of men (2 Corinthians 11:23-26, which recounts the assaults he endured), and also because of the hardships that were a part of his task (2 Corinthians 11:27). As we advance in our reading we will find that the apostle Paul spoke extensively about the afflictions and problems he was enduring at that time in his life, as well as making it clear that through all these circumstances he was receiving God's comfort. Continuing with this reading in the first chapter of this Second Epistle to the Corinthians, we see verses 7 through 10, where Paul told us:

"And our hope concerning you is firm, for we know that as you are companions in afflictions, so you are companions in consolation. Brethren, we do not want you to be ignorant of the tribulation that came upon us in Asia, for we were greatly overwhelmed beyond our strength, so that we even lost hope of preserving life. But we had in ourselves a sentence of death, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead. He delivered us and still delivers us and we hope that he will still deliver us from so great a danger of death".

Paul's hope in God, which sustained him in his dealings with the Corinthians, was also effective in his own life. Instead of dwelling on the despair and helplessness of these situations, in these verses Paul emphasized emphatically and convincingly how powerless he and the Corinthians were were it not for the power of God. This reminds us of the importance of prayer as a means to provoke God's intervention on behalf of His own, which is a wonderful thing. This explains why God allows us to have problems and difficulties, or to be sick. Paul was saying that he was deathly ill, and that he had even given up hope of continuing to live. In fact, he was saying that the sentence of death was hanging over him. One possibility is that he was so seriously ill that perhaps the doctor had told him he was going to die. Now there are also others who think he is referring to that occasion in Ephesus, when the crowd tried to put him to death. Instigated by Demetrius and his fellow silversmiths, in the incident related in Acts 19:23, they would have torn Paul to pieces on that occasion and made a martyr of him. Although, in fact, in that incident, there was no mention of Paul being harmed. Other more recent views prefer to relate these afflictions to the incident mentioned in 2 Corinthians 11:24, in which Paul was scourged by the Jews, an occasion on which he was near death. He could have referred to either of these experiences, the sickness or the aforementioned incidents; but in either case, both left him with the feeling of having a death sentence. So these and other views are mere conjecture. But his failure to identify to which specific experience the apostle is referring allows believers today to apply this passage to their own experiences, especially when they find themselves in desperate circumstances, and from which, humanly speaking, they cannot extricate themselves. And it is worth noting here that going through such experiences with such confidence in God's purposes is truly a beautiful thing. It is something that all of us should experience. Now, Paul added in verse 10: "10He delivered us and delivers us and we hope that he will even deliver us from such grave danger of death." But the point was that Paul thought he was going to die. Certainly, for him the Christian life was not exactly a bed of roses. Some have suggested that this experience irrevocably altered Paul's perspective of his own destiny. Prior to it, he had expressed his hope that he might be among those alive at the time of Christ's coming, as he expressed in 1 Corinthians 15:51 and 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17. Apparently, from that experience, he focused rather on the resurrection of the dead, as he said in this same verse, expressing his confidence in a God who raises the dead, and as he wrote in Philippians 3:10 and 11.

In the first place we want to say that God allows Christians to suffer, He has a good reason for it to happen, He has a special purpose in this whole process although we sometimes cannot understand it. He intends that this experience should be for the good of believers. He intends it to serve a good purpose, so that believers can comfort others.

Everything you and I have is due to God's mercy. And we have it also for the benefit of others. Regardless of what we possess, God has given it to us so that we can share it with others. He has given it to us as a token of his mercy. If we have health, material goods, talents or gifts, He wants us to use them by sharing them with others. And let us also remember that if we have to face suffering, or if we are suffering for Christ's sake, it is because He allows it.

Dr. McGee, the author of this series of studies, had cancer reproduce on several occasions, and he told us that the doctor did not give him much hope of recovery. But, God delivered him from that disease for years, even though he knew he could relapse at any time. However, he maintained his confidence that God would continue to deliver him from it.

Here we see that, in spite of living under great pressures, pressures that were beyond his human capacity to bear, Paul was confident that God would deliver him from the danger of death until he had finished his Christian career and his task had been accomplished. Therefore he could confidently say, he delivered us from so great a danger of death, and referring to the future he could affirm without boasting, he will yet deliver us. Paul knew in whom he had placed his trust and hope. Humanly speaking, he did not know his chances of survival, but he believed that God would deliver him. And just as Paul had it, this is also our hope, which is based on the One who rose from the dead. For Paul, that hope made him rejoice in the fact that God was enabling him to proclaim the Gospel in those days. And so, he asked the Corinthian believers to pray for him. Let's see what he said in verse 11:

"For this we count on your prayers on our behalf; and thus, since there are many who intercede for us, there will also be many who will give thanks for the gift granted to us."

Here the prayers of the Corinthians were part of their deliverance, and a means arranged by God to accomplish His will among His people. So we believe that God allows us to face difficulties so that we are able to comfort those in need. In that way, the experience gained from our suffering can benefit others. Dr. McGee always said that his experience with cancer enabled him to comfort others in their pain.

Let us listen again to what Paul said in verse 8: "8Brethren, we do not want you to be unaware of the tribulation that came upon us in Asia, for we were greatly overwhelmed beyond our strength, so that we even lost hope of preserving our lives.

You may remember Aesop's fable about the wind and the sun. Aesop says: "The Sun and the Wind were one day disputing fiercely about their respective power. Unable to convince each other by reason, as often happens, they decided that the winner would be the one who could strip a traveler of the cloak in which he was cloaked. The Wind first began to blow with unusual fury upon the poor man; but the latter, seeing that the cloak was blowing away from him on all sides, fastened it about his body and successfully defied the force of the gale. The Wind declared himself vanquished.

It was the sun's turn to prove himself, and after dissipating the clouds accumulated by his adversary, he began to fall on the traveler's back with his best noonday rays. Shortly after, the man stopped his march, and not being able to resist the heat any longer, he took off his cloak, threw it on the edge of the road and ran to take refuge sweating under the shade of a tree". In
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